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Station notes A

STRAUB, BROWN, KNBPPLE, AND VILLANI PROMOTED

Susan Brown Doug Knipple Mike VillaniDick Straub

Congratulations to Dick Straub, Susan Brown, Doug Knipple, and Mike Villani. 
They all recently received promotions.

Dick Straub, an entomologist at the Station’s Hudson Valley Laboratory in High
land, was promoted to lull professor. The others were promoted to associate 
professor.

Dick began work at the Hudson Valley Laboratory in 1971 as a research associate. 
He investigated the biology of insect pests attacking sweet com. He also devised 
appropriate means for protecting sweet com from attack by insects. In 1975, he was 
appointed an assistant professor of entomology. His program expanded to include 
protection research on muck crops and insect problems on other diverse vegetable 
crops grown in eastern New York. As a result of his research and extension activities 
in vegetable entomology, he was promoted to associate professor in 1981.

Although much of his research has concentrated on pesticide management proce
dures, he also spends time researching alternative strategies for pest control. This 
includes studying such things as host-plant resistance, phenology, crop-loss assess
ments, and transmission of viruses. He is a leader in integrated pest management 
procedures, and pioneered such programs on sweet com and onions in the Northeast.

A major change in assignment occurred with Dick’s research and extension 
programs with the death of the tree fruit entomologist at the Hudson Valley 
Laboratory, Dr. Richard Weires. Dick has reduced or eliminated primary respon
sibility for all vegetables except for research and extension on fresh market sweet 
com. He will continue, however, to work on local problems in cooperation with two 
entomologists based at Geneva—Chuck Eckenrode and Tony Shelton. In addition, 
Dick has assumed responsibility for all pesticide research at the Laboratory on tree 
fruits. He also will have responsibility for extension responsibilities for tree fruits. 
As a result, Dick’s time divisions have been changed from 20 per cent extension to 
35 per cent extension and 65 per cent research.

Susan joined the Station’s department 
of horticultural sciences in 1985 as an 
assistant professor. Her primary respon
sibilities at the time were to breed tart 
cherries and to evaluate sweet cherries, 
peaches, and apricots developed in the 
other breeding programs.

In early 1990, these responsibilities were 
turned over to Bob Andersen, professor 
of pomology at the Station and the im
mediate past chairperson of the depart
ment of horticultural sciences. Susan 
then accepted appointment as the new 
leader of the Station’s world renowned 
apple breeding program.

In this new assignment, Susan is com
bining classical breeding techniques with 
molecular approaches toward the devel
opment of improved apple varieties. 
Specifically, in cooperation with scien
tists at the Station specializing in re
search on plant diseases, insects, genetic 
engineering techniques, and preserva
tion of germplasm used as new breeding 
stock to develop insect and disease resis
tant varieties of apple. These new vari
eties must also have horticultural charac
teristics that are equal to or better than 
what already exists in present varieties.



Additionally, she will evaluate hundreds of advanced selections of apple that already 
exist at the Station, and will be working with scientists in other departments to 
incorporate insect and disease resistance into current popular varieties such as 
Empire.

Susan received her bachelor of science degree from the University of Connecticut, 
Storrs; hermaster’s degree from Rutgers University in New Jersey; and her doctorate 
degree from the University of California, Davis.

Dougis an insectmoleculargeneticistin the department of entomology. Hisprimary 
objective is to apply techniques of molecular biology and genetics to problems 
related to controlling insects. He is cooperating with Dave Soderlund and Wendell 
Roelofs, department of entomology, with his research.

With Dave, he is using molecular biology to investigate insecticide target sites of the 
insect nervous system. These target sites contain the neurotoxin binding sites forthe 
commonly used insecticides and are involved in effecting the toxicity exhibited by 
insecticides. Mutational changes in these sites can decrease the toxic effects and 
cause insecticide resistance in the insects. The two scientists are attempting to 
understand why insects become resistant to insecticides.

Doug is working with Wendell on applying molecular techniques to characterizing 
gene coding for some of the key enzymes and hormones involved in the chemical 
communication system of moths. This research is rapidly leading to studies where 
these genes are inserted into baculoviruses to make the vims more effective in killing 
pest insects. The viruses transmit the genes to the insect pests where they express the 
enzymes and hormones that interfere with normal insect development.

BRUCE MOORE NAMED 
OUTSTANDING  

EMPLOYEE

Congratulations to Brace Moore, Com
munications Services, on receiving the 
Outstanding Employee Award. The 
award was presented to Brace during the 
Station Q ub picnic on Friday, July 12.

Brace has been at the Station for more 
than 18 years, joining the former Publi
cations Department on April 2, 1973. 
He is responsible for everything that 
goes on in the print shop which not only 
includes printing millions of sheets of 
paper each year, but also collating and 
trimming them, and distributing them, 
sometimes to thousands of people.

Known as one of the most cooperative of 
employees, Brace is always lending 
someone a helping hand. His schedule 
in the print shop is intease, and itis not an 
unusual occurrence to see him running 
two presses and collating and doing the 
finishing work on another job, all simul
taneously.

Doug came to the Station in 1985 after completing post-doctoral research at the Max- 
Planck Institute in Germany. He received his bachelor of science degree from Hobart 
College in Geneva, NY and his doctorate from Cornell University, Ithaca, in
genetics.

Mike is a soil insect ecologist in the department of entomology. He is responsible 
for studying the biology and control of insects that reside in the soil and attack plants, 
including turf. One of the major areas of his research concentrates on turf insects, 
including the European chafer. He is studying factors that impact how effective 
insecticides can be against grubs. This includes such things as the impact of thatch 
in a lawn, grab densities, and when materials used to control grabs will be most 
effective.

He is also studying non-chemical methods of controlling turf insects, including the 
use of living organisms such as nematodes and fungi. Similarly, he is studying milky 
disease and the Japanese beetle. With this latter insect, Mike is woridng on 
developing a new sampling technique for monitoring the presence of the insect that 
should enable commercial lawn-care companies to better predict whether it is 
necessary to treat a lawn for Japanese beetle.

Mike was awarded his bachelor of arts degree from SUNY at Stony Brook and his 
masters and doctorate degrees from North Carolina State University. He joined the 
faculty at the Station in 1985 as an assistant professor of soil insect ecology.

Brace is just as interested in the Geneva 
community as he is in the Station. He is 
extremely active in the Hydrant Hose 
Company, and has held numerous posi
tions with the company over the years. 
Currently, he is an Assistant Fire Chief 
forthe City of Geneva, a job that carries 
with it a great deal of responsibility and 
which also requires special training.

Even with all of these activities, Brace 
finds time to hunt and fish, two of his 
favorite hobbies. He also is a devoted 
family person. In fact, his wife, Grace, 
and two children, Loraine and Brace, Jr., 
were able to attend the picnic Friday 
evening when Bruce was introduced and 
congratulated by Director Hunter.

On behalf of all of the employees at the 
experiment station, we extend to Brace 
congratulations on receiving this distin
guished award.



1991 PICNIC A SUCCESS CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The 1991 Station Club Picnic is over-the crowd was smaller but the entertainment 
was great. The food was on time and served quickly. Many participated in putting 
the picnic together. Dona Soper, Lorraine Barry, and Bemadine Aldwinckle put 
together the publicity, handled tickets, and 50/50 raffle. Entertainment was put 
together by John S anford (including some live horses he rounded up for the children 
to ride), the Sanford group, Mary Jean Welser, the clowns Cricket (Mary Lou 
Dumbleton) and Vitis (Peter Deth), Juggler Paul Robbins, and the Wobbly 
Cowboys. The Retirees Association took care of the food, Dave Lasher and 
Company did the clean up, and Bill Wilsey, Bob Clise, Steve Lerch, and Bill Arehart 
took care of the beverages. Many thanks to all the above for a job well done. Also, 
a special thanks to all who helped with the 50/50 raffle-especially to Herb 
Aldwinckle who sold the most tickets. I would also like to thank the many people 
in my department who helped me throughout the many stages as well as for the good 
turnout. I almost forgot to thank my M C’s-Harry and Herb. I would also like to 
thank Tom Burr and his family for their great support. Also, congratulations to 
Bruce Moore on becoming the newest outstanding employee.

Thursday, July 25, Noon
IPM Conference Room 
Station Child Care Committee 
Meeting

PEOPLE, POLICIES, AND 
PROCEDURES

•  News from Food Science & 
Technology

Don Splittstoesser was awarded the Out
standing Achievement Award for 1991 
at the 16th Annual American Society for 
Enology and Viticulture/Eastem Sec
tion Meeting held in Erie, Pennsylvania 
July 10-13.

Ken Livermore, 1991 Station Club Picnic Chairman

THE SWEETEST PARK ON EARTH 
HERSHEYPARK HOSPITALITY CARDS NOW AVAILABLE

FREE HERSHEYPARK Hospitality Cards are now available from Personnel

The HERSHEYPARK Hospitality Card provides savings for up to four (4) 
members of your family on all the components of an exciting HERSHEYPARK 
vacation!

* Save $5.00 per person on each admission to HERSHEYPARK. Enjoy on of 
America’s cleanest, friendliest, most exciting theme parks, with 87 acres of rides, 
continuous live entertainment and beautiful ZOOAMERICA North American 
Wildlife Park.

* Save up to 25% on admission to other CHOCOLATE TOWN, USA 
attractions, including the HERSHEY Museum and the famous HERSHEY 
Gardens.

* Save $ 1.00 per pound on fudge at the HERSHEYPARK Chocolate House 
ot Dutch Fudge Shop.

* FREE refill on a prev iously  purchased 32 oz. Sport Q uart at 
HERSHEYPARK.

* Save 10% on selected quality lodging in the Hershey area. Just call 1-800- 
HERSHEY for information. Subject to availability.

* Buy one get one FREE! When you purchase one game of HERSHEYPARK 
Miniature Golf, you’ll receive one game of equal or greater value at the regular 
price.

All you need to get in on the fun is your FREE HERSHEYPARK Hospitality 
Card. For more information, or to get your card, contact Personnel X204.

Thomas Henick-Kling was elected Chair
man of the ASEV/Eastem Section for 
1993.

•  News from Entomology
Effective immediately, Wendell Roelofs 
has moved from his office on the sixth 
floor to Room A 114 B arton. He can now 
be reached at X321.

jfe)
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Tuesday, July 30 

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m 
in the Sawdust Cafe.

D O M 'T FORGET
THIS FRIDAY, JULY 26,

IS THE DEADLINE TO SIGN 
UP FOR THE STATION CLUB 

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNA
MENT SCHEDULED FOR 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2. 
CALL PAT KRAUSS (X201) 
OR TIM THIBAULT (X302) 

FOR DETAILS.



TENNIS LADDER STATION SOFTBALL LEAGUE CLASSIFIEDS

Matches played July 11-18. Lu and 
Petzoldt (draw - courts closed in 3rd 
set), Raffetto def. Lu, Driscoll def. 
Hoch

Wendell Roelofs 
Ann Raffetto 
Jiang Lu 
Curt Petzoldt 
Kevin Roelofs 
EdLavin 
Howard Marks 
Tony Delgado 
Antonio Di Pietro 
Pim Larsson 
Matteo Lorito 
Bob Parker 
Jim McFerson 
Molly Driscoll 
Joe Kovach 
Tina Cooley 
Bryan Hoch 
Christopher Blake

Dropped one notch for inactivity: 
Lavin, Lorito, Kovach.

Last week’s results:

Thursday, July 11 PP def. HS
Tuesday, July 16 HS def. B&P
Wednesday, July 17 GR def. XT

This week’s schedule:

Tuesday, July 23 ENT vs. HS
Wednesday, July 24 GR vs. PP
Thursday, July 25 B&P vs. XT

Softball Standings as of July 17:

B&P 7-2
HS 6-3
GR 5-3
ENT 4-4
PP 3-5
XT 0-9

FOR SALE: 1985 Pontiac Sunbird. 40,OCX) 
miles, 5-speed, cassette. $3,000. Call Matt 
atx251 or 781-2169.

FOR SALE: Johnson outboard motor. 4 
h.p. with a separate 3-gal. gas tank. 1971 
model in very good shape. $ 199. Call Gary 
atx238.

ROOM WANTED: Visiting scientistneeds 
room for five weeks beginning July 23. 
Contact Curt at x206 or Tony at x352.

FOR RENT: House at 39 Sprucewood 
Drive. Unfurnished, except for stove and 
refrigerator. No pets. Year-to-year lease. 
For further information call 789-0854.

WANTED TO RENT: One bedroom apart
ment wanted for visiting scientist starting 
September 1 for one year. Furnished or 
unfurnished. Within walking distance of 
Experiment Station preferred. Call David 
Gadoury at x328.

HOUSE FOR SALE/RENT: 1974 colo
nial on five acres with four bedrooms, 1 -1/2 
baths, living room, family room, fireplace/ 
woodstove, two-car garage, in-ground pool, 
polebam, ranch, roof and siding redone, 
very clean, move-in condition. Ten miles 
from Station on Rt. 414 between 5&20 and 
NYS Thruway. Immediate or later occu
pancy. $98,000/$600-Negotiable. Call 
Mihir at x221 or 539-0105.


