WEEK OFJUNE 24, 1990

Station Notes
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday, June 25, 8:00 am
Auditorium, Jordan Hall

1990 In-Depth Fruit School
Tuesday, June 26,8:00 am
Auditorium, Jordan Hall

1990 In-Depth Fruit School
Tuesday, June 26, 6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall

English as a Second Language
Wednesday, June 27, 8:00 am
Auditorium, Jordan Hall

1990 In-Depth Fruit School
Thursday, June 28,5:00 pm
Pavillion

Retirement Party for Dr. Plane

Y-TRELLIS SYSTEM INCREASES
FRUIT PRODUCTION
It’s probably reasonable to assume that a majority of those who drive
by the rows of wooden Y-shaped structures at the Darrow Farm, turn and
give them a second look. Such an arrangement might not merit a double
take in a vineyard, but in an apple o rch ard .. . . ?
These Y-shaped structures are the major component of a promising
new training system for apple trees appropriately called the Y-trellis. This
system utilizes the small Y-shaped trellis to divide the canopy into two
thin, angled fruiting walls. This configuration has resulted in a far greater
cumulative yield than that predicted from its tree density.
In an article written last year for Fruit Grower magazine, Terrence
Robinson and Alan Lakso, Horticultural Sciences, and Steve Hoying,
Cornell Cooperative Extension, described the Y-trellis as “a system that
is based on sound horticultural principles and is designed to obtain high
early yields, sustained production, and good fruit quality.”
They list the fundamental principles as: High tree density, precocious
rootstocks, minimal early pruning, early tree training, high light intercep
tion for high yields, and good light distribution in the canopy to promote
good fruit quality.
The three report that mechanical harvest studies with the Y-trellis have
been “very encouraging,” and added that with mature Empire and Deli
cious trees, fruit damage was lower with the Y-trellis than that from central
leader trees.
The improvement in fruit quality was due to the fact that the Y-trellis
allowed the catching pads of the harvester to be placed up under the Y arms
thus reducing the distance the fruit must fall. This results in fewer bruises
on the fruit. When the Cornell impact shaker was used in conjunction with
the Y-trellis, excellent fruit quality was obtained.
While the initial interest in the Y-trellis was for its mechanical harvest
potential, the three researchers say that “the yields have been so good in
our trials, that we believe this system has considerable horticultural merit
independent of its mechanical harvest potential.” In a comparison trial
here in Geneva, the Y-trellis system had the highest 10-year cumulative
yield, followed by the slender spindle system, and then common central
leader on M.7.

Terrence Robinson, Chairman, Tree Fruit
Field Day

The Y-trellis was just one facet of current apple research that more
than 170 growers looked at during the Station’s Tree-fruit Open House
that was held here this week.

‘GRANDPA’ GETS HIS PH.D.
When we think of the words
“grandfather,” or “grandpa,” or
“grandad,” we usually picture a
smallish, older man whose gray
hairs far outnumber the others.
Most are retired, and do some fish
ing, some gardening or play some
golf.
Just about the last thing we
might picture is a 6-foot 3-inch 48year-old, who w ouldn’t look out of
place cast as a frontier marshall on
the movie set of a western, and also
who happens to be a brand new
Ph.D.

Assistant Award for the Depart
ment of Vegetable Crops in 1987,
He was active in the Olericulture
Society serving as president in
1987, and in 1989 he helped organ
ize, and was a founding member of
the Geneva Arboretum Association
here at the Experiment Station. He
has accepted a position with the
Nebraska Sustainable Agricultural
Society at Harrington Nebraska.

A1 Taylor, Horticultural Sci
ences, with whom Tom did all of his
laboratory research, describes Tom
as someone “who enjoyed, and was
always willing to share his time for
But the man who fits that de
both research-related and general
scription, Dr. Thomas N. Thomas,
conversation. A cigar in hand, he
who as of last week was a Cornell
Tom Thomas could really tell some tales; and
graduate student in the department
of Vegetable Crops, is indeed a grandpa; in fact, he’s the very proud most of them were true!
grandfather of six-year-old and one-year old girls, and a four-year-old
“T om ’s interest in plants,” ac
boy.
cording to Taylor, “is broad and he
Tom, a native of W isconsin, was a citizen of Father Flanigan’s B oy’s enjoys practical projects that will
Town and graduated from B oy’s Town High School in June 1961. He solve or result in a better under
received A.A.S and B.S. degrees from Mid-Plains Community College in standing of grower problems.”
North Platte, Nebraska and Kearny State College at Keamy Nebraska re
When Tom was asked what he
spectively. He also has an M.S. in education from Keamy State. Before was looking forward to most about
coming to Cornell in 1984, Tom served as Assistant Professor of Horticul getting back to Nebraska, he said
ture and Ag-Business at the University of Nebraska School of Technical “Seeing my Grandchildren,” as you
Agriculture at Curtis, Nebraska.
might have guessed.
In addition to his academic work, Tom has seen experience as a farmer
Consistant with all the above,
(11 years), highway construction worker, farm hand, cowboy, lumberjack
Tom worked here at the Station last
janitor, cemetery worker, bus driver, and truck-stop attendent. He has also
Thursday, and drove to Buffalo that
held several elected offices including that of mayor of Maxwell, Ne
night to see his son. The next morn
braska, and served 16 years as a volunteer fireman and 12 years as an
ing he boarded a train for Nebraska,
Emergency Medical Technician.
where he was scheduled to begin
While at Cornell, Tom received the Outstanding Graduate Teaching his new job this past Monday.

REMINDER
We look forward to seeing everyone at Dr. Plane’s retirement party on
Thursday, June 28. Soft drinks will be provided as refreshment. It is your
option to bring other refreshments.

STATION PEOPLE HAVE NOW WORKED

DAYS WITHOUT A LOST TIME ACCIDENT

STATION SOFTBALL

CORNELL STUDENT WINS SHAULIS AWARD

Results:
6/14
6/19
6/20

PP def. B&P
PP def. FST
HS def. PGRU

This week’s schedule:
6/26
ENT vs. PGRU
6/27
PP vs. B&P
6/28
FST vs. HS

TENNIS LADDER
Matches played 6/14-6/19: Lu def. Savier,
Lavin def. W. Roelofs, Park def. Lakso, D.
Roelofs def. Cummins
Ken Bell
Ed Lavin
Wendell Roelofs
Ed Woodams
Donna Roelofs
Tony Shelton
Pirn Larsson
Jim Cummins
Jim McFerson
Eunwoo Park
Alan Lakso
Jiang Lu
Curt Petzoldt
James Savier
Charlie Linn
George Abawi
Howard Marks

B&P
FST
ENT
FST
ENT
ENT
FST
HS
PGRU
PP
HS
HS
IPM
FST
ENT
PP
FST

325
240
361
265
325
352
338
233
393
366
399
245
206
264
361
374
274

If you’re interested in joining the Tennis
Ladder, contact Wendell Roelofs at x361.

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED: A Chinese Post Doc is look
ing for an apartment for one or two years.
If you can help, please call Lu at x245.
FOR SALE: 1972 Jayco (JayKing)
Camper, Excellent condition. Great price.
Call 789-4754 for more information.

Left to right: John Brahm III, Eric Sussman, and Nelson Shaulis.
Eric J. Sussman, a senior in Cornell’s College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences, Ithaca, is the 1990 winner of the Nelson J. Shaulis Advancement
of Viticulture Award.
Sussman, a native of Long Island, New York, received a $1,900 schol
arship to spend 12 weeks working with scientists who study viticulture.
His major at Cornell is environmental technology and agricultural sys
tems. He is interested in wine-grape growing and low input sustainable ag
riculture This is a method of growing crops using alternative ways of con
trolling agricultural pests to minimize impact on the environment. His
advisor for the summer is Bob Pool, professor of viticulture, Department
of Horticultural Sciences, New York State Agricultural Experiment
Station, Geneva.
The Shaulis Fund for the Advancement of Viticulture was established
in 1979. It honors the many contributions made by Nelson Shaulis, a
professor emeritus of viticulture at the Geneva Station. It is administered
by the New York S tate Grape Production Research Fund, Inc., a non-profit
research-funding organization.
Sussman has been active in various viticulture and enology related ex
periences. During the grape crushing season in 1988, he worked at the
Mirassou Winery in San Jose, California. He worked in both the wine
cellar and the laboratory. He has also attended classes at the University of
California, Davis to study viticulture and winemaking.

