
WEEK OF MAY 6, 1990

Station notes
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, May 8 ,6:30  pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
English as a Second Language

NEW DIRECTOR NAMED,
NO FINAL WORD ON BUDGET, 

IMPROVED FRINGE BENEFITS EXPLAINED 
AT EMPLOYEE MEETING

Wednesday, May 9, 4:00 pin
Director’s Office
Geneva Department Chairs’ Meeting

Wednesday, May 9,10:00 am
401 Warren Hall, Ithaca
CALS Administrative Managers Meeting

Thursday, May 10,1:00 pm
Lounge, Jordan Hall
Geneva Administrative Managers Meeting

SEMINARS

PLANT PATHOLOGY

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Topic:

Monday, May 7 
10:45 am
Room A 133, Barton Lab 
Dr. Frank Humpherson-Jones 
Crop & Environment Protec 
tion Dept Institute of Horticul 
tural Research (Wellesboume) 
United Kingdon 
Prospects for application of 
disease forecasters in vegetable 
crops in the UK

LIBRARY NEWS

The following books are missing from 
the Library and are needed. Please check your 
office and laboratory shelves and return to the 
Library, Jordan Hall.

PP
632.3 Innovative Approaches to Plant Dis- 
In7 ease Control
1987 by Ilan Chet, editor

581
.082 Annual Review of Plant Physiology,
An7 Vol. 28,1977

“I wish to announce that I 
am retiring as Director of the 
Station on June 30, 1990,” 
was how Director Robert A. 
Plane started the employee 
meeting held Tuesday morn
ing in the Auditorium of Jor
dan Hall. “I am also pleased 
to announce on behalf of 
Dean David L. Call that Dr. 
James E. Hunter will assume

the Directorship on July 1: Jim will do an especially fine job as 
Director; he is no stranger to the position having served as Acting 
Director for eight months before I came aboard and as a strong 
department chairman for 10 years when he first came in 1972. (see 
related stories).

“I can’t tell you how much I enjoy the Station and working with 
all of you. I have gotten to know many of you quite well and learned 
of your commitment and dedication to serving the fruit and vege
table industry of New York. Even though I am retiring, I have 
promised Jim Hunter that I will help him promote the Geneva Plan 
about which we’ll talk shortly.”

Director Plane will retire to the family farm winery located in 
Ovid. It is called Plane’s Cayuga Vineyard, Inc. Before joining the 
Station, he was President of Clarkson University and a former 
Provost of Cornell University.

“As far as a state budget is concerned, we don’t have one yet,” 
said the Director, moving on to other matters. “Still, there are pretty 
strong indications of what is going to happen.

“You have read that there will be cuts in the SUNY budget. Our 
portion of this cut will probably be something less than $268,000.

(Continued on page 2)



We are going to try to do this with
out layoffs. Some have read or 
heard that we have indicated that 
nine positions could be involved in 
this cut. That is true, but they are 
not people you know. They are 
positions to which we wanted to 
appoint people but will not be able 
to such as a design engineer, a stat
istician, and some others. These 
nine positions will make up about 
half the total of the anticipated cut. 
If we’re still short, w e’re going to 
come around to departments and 
see what they can do to help without 
laying off people.

“With the current budget situ
ation, the Geneva Plan becomes 
even more critical to our continued 
success and growth. In essence, 
this plan is asking that our base 
budget be increased by $1.5 million 
over three years. The Plan is tied 
very closely to the Station and its

role in supporting the fruit and 
vegetable industry of the state. In 
this, the research programs of the 
Station will be joined with the fruit 
and vegetable regional specialists 
of the new State Extension plan.”

“Even before this, however, 
there will be a research newsletter 
issued shortly that will ask apple 
growers throughout the state to at
tend a Tree Fruit Field Day here on 
June 20 and also to support a market 
order designed to support research 
on apples. We need the support 
from all apple growers in the state, 
not just those having large, com
mercial operations.”

In other matters discussed with 
employees, Charie Hibbard, Per
sonnel, talked about improved 
fringe benefits. Because official 
written material will be issued by

Cornell on this, nothing more will 
be said in Notes so that employees 
can have the latest and most accu
rate information as soon as it is 
available.

Also, on a very positive side, 
Jerry VanBuren, Food Science and 
Technology, announced that Sta
tion employees had again been 
most generous with their support of 
the United Way. This year’s drive 
at the Station has officially ended. 
Goal for the Station was $15,000, 
and receipts to date are in excess of 
$16,500 or 10 per cent over goal. 
Jerry indicated that there is still 
some money outstanding, so the 
Station’s contribution to the overall 
Geneva United Way goal of 
$220,000 will be even more. Both 
Jerry and the Director thanked all 
employees for their generosity and 
all those who worked on the drive.

MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING DIRECTOR PLANE’S TENURE

Much has happened at the Station in just under four years 
of leadership by Robert Plane. Highlights include:

• Increased emphasis on extending results of research to 
growers, processors, and consumers

• Increased numbers of people at the Station assigned 
partial responsibility for Cooperative Extension activi
ties

• Major awareness developed in the fruit and vegetable in
dustry that the Geneva Station’s research and extension 
programs are critical to the success of the industry

• Promoted improved cooperation between the S tation and 
grower and processor groups in the fruit and vegetable 
industry

• Placed increased emphasis on reducing the use of pesti
cides and renewed a commitment to improving the envi
ronment and health of people

• Combined farm crews into a single Field Research Unit
• Purchased 300+-acre farm having high-quality land that 

will enable future consolidation of field research activi
ties of the Station

• Established the Food Venture Center to assist entrepre
neurs who wish to market new food products in New York 
State

• Stressed the importance o f a basic, biotechnical, and ap
plied research program to serve the needs of the fruit and 
vegetable industry

• Improved relations and understanding of Geneva’s role in 
Cornell University with Ithaca administration, staff, and 
faculty

• Broadened the Station’s mission to include research af
fecting entire fruit and vegetable industry, not just that 
pertaining to the processing industry

• Developed the Geneva Plan which is now being presented 
in Albany that requests an additional $1.5 million to 
Geneva’s base over a three-year period

• Improved relations with various state and federal agencies 
so that they better understand Geneva’s mission and im
portance

• Completed searches and made appointments of new 
Chairmen in Horticultural Sciences and Food Science and 
Technology.



JIM HUNTER ASSUMES DIRECTORSHIP 
ON JULY 1

Dr. James E. Hunter, Associate Director and professor of plant pathol
ogy, will take over as Director of the Geneva Station on July 1, 1990. 
Robert A. Plane, who has been Director since November 1986, announced 
at special meetings of the faculty and employees that he is retiring on June
30.

Jim Hunter came to the Station in 1972 to serve as Chairman of the 
Department of Plant Pathology. He remained chairman of the department 
for 10 years and built it into one of the most highly respected plant 
pathology departments in the country.

He has continued to maintain an active research program throughout 
his career at Geneva. His main interests have been the biology and control 
of airborne bacterial and fungal diseases of vegetable crops. He has helped 
to develop methods to aid growers in timing applications of fungicides, 
evaluated properties of new fungicides for their effectiveness against 
various diseases, and cooperated with plant breeders and others to im
prove control of diseases by genetic means. He has a deep understanding 
for both basic and applied research programs and has developed extensive 
contacts with growers, food processing industry personnel, cooperative 
extension agents, and representatives of the agri-business world.

Among his many activities within Cornell University through the 
years, Jim has served on the Research Council for Vice President for 
Research and Advanced Studies, the Institute of Biotechnology Planning 
Group, the College Policy Committee, the Apple Pest Management 
Steering Committee, and numerous others.

He has a broad interest in international agricultural affairs as well. He 
has worked on assignments in Colombia, the People’s Republic of China, 
Cameroon, Kenya, Japan, England, The Netherlands, Chile, and others. 
He spent sabbatical leaves in the departments of plant pathology at the 
University of Wisconsin in 1979-1980 and the University of Florida in 
1986-1987.

Jim is a native of New Hampshire. He received his B.A. degree in 
microbiology from the University of New Hampshire in 1961 and his 
Ph.D. degree in botany in 1964 from the same university. He was an 
assistant professor in the Department of Biology at California State 
Polytechnic University, Pomona, California from 1964-1965 and then 
went to the University of Hawaii where he remained until moving to 
Geneva in 1972.

Jim and his wife, Suzie, live on Denton Avenue. They have a daughter, 
Wendy.

ARBOR DAY 
FESTIVITIES SUCCESS

“N ext to C hristm as and 
Thanksgiving, I think I would say 
Arbor Day is probably my most 
favorite holiday.” So commented 
Director Robert A. Plane, as he 
spoke to more than 200 employees 
gathered at the Campus Warehouse 
last Friday to celebrate Arbor Day 
and also to participate in the official 
dedication ceremonies for the 
Warehouse. On hand for the pro
gram was Assemblyman Frank Ta- 
lomie, who assisted the Director 
and Martin Goffinet in planting a

tree at the Warehouse. The 
Station’s Arboretum Association, 
headed by Martin, has worked out a 
landscaping plan, in cooperation 
with Greenhouse and Grounds per
sonnel, for the Warehouse area that 
will be both attractive and rela
tively easy to maintain.

Following the Arbor Day cere
monies, employees gathered at the 
loading dock entrance of the Ware
house for the ribbon-cutting which 
marked the official opening of the 
facility. Both Frank Talomie and 
Director Plane cut the ribbon per
mitting employees to tour the more 
than 13,000 square foot building. 
Refreshments were also served.



r  POLICIES, | RACKETBALL LADDER TENNIS LADDER
PROCEDURES, I

 ̂ AND PEOPLE \ Below is the final standing for the Ken Bell B&P x325
1989-90 season. The Racketball Ed Lavin FST x209

• Who’s new Ladder will begin a new season in Wendell Roelofs ENT x361
Sheila Carlson is the new Adminis September. Ed Woodams FST x265
trative Aide in Entomology. Tony Shelton ENT x352
• Flats needed Walter Wolf Donna Roelofs ENT x325
Please check your areas for wooden Chris Hayes Jim Cummins HS x233
flats from the Greenhouse. If Matt Lewis Curt Petzoldt IPM x206
you’re finished with them, return to Ed Woodams Jim McFerson GR x393
Tom DeYulio in the Greenhouse Scott Demmin Pirn Larsson FST x338
ASAP. Phil Forsline Alan Lakso HS x399

Gary Harman James Savier FST x264
• Another new address on Ithaca Joe Kovach Jiang Lu HS x245
campus Tom Burr Charlie Linn ENT x361
There has been yet another change Curt Petzoldt
in the mailing address for mail Jim McFerson If you re interested in joining the
coming to Geneva from Ithaca. The Tennis Ladder, contact Wendell
place is the same but the building Roelofs at x361.

name has changed. Academic I is
now Kennedy-Roberts Hall. Our L CLASSIFIEDS 3
address is Box 15, Kennedy.

STATION PEOPLE HAVE NOW WORKED 

!2^
DAYS WITHOUT A LOST TIME ACCIDENT

FOR SALE: 1975 Honda CB750. Asking 
$700. Contact George at x225 or (607) 
869-5977 after 5:30 pm.

FOR SALE: 12' boat, aluminum, with 
deck and transom. Perfect for fishing. Call 
Harvey at x332.

WANTED: Imagewriter I or II Printer. 
Used, in good condition. Call Gary, x293 
at 10:00 am or 3:00 pm.

FOR RENT: One-bedroom apartment 
two miles from Station. Available June 1. 
Call Liz at x272 or evenings 781-0506.


