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Station notes
GRAPE BERRY MOTH RISK ASSESSMENT PROGRAM REDUCES 

INSECTICIDE USE MORE THAN 70 PER CENT

As we reflect on the recent celebration of the 20th anniversary of 
Earth Day, Cornell scientists continue to develop new strategies for pest 
control. One such program, “Risk Assessment of Grape Berry Moth” has 
already proved to be a viable alternative. It replaces the routine preventive 
use of insecticides to control insect pests of vineyards of the Northeast 
United States.

One previously unexploited aspect of the ecology of the grape 
berry moth is that damage by the pest varies from vineyard to vineyard. 
Work done by Tim Dennehy’s (Entomology) research group showed that 
as many as 60 per cent of New York vineyards required no treatment with 
insecticides during most years. The problem was to distinguish those 
vineyards that required insecticide treatments from those that did not. 
Consequently, ecological studies targeting this issue were undertaken by 
Chris Hoffman, a Ph.D. candidate working in Tim’s laboratory.

cide use by means of integrated pest 
management techniques like risk 
assessment, it is unrealistic to ex
pect pesticides to be totally elimi
nated from modem agriculture 
without substantial economic 
losses occurring from some pests.”

The goal of the study was to identify the principal characteristics 
of vineyards that incur serious grape berry moth damage versus those that 
do not. The practical outcome of this research has been to provide grape 
growers with the necessary procedures and decision-making criteria to 
assign grape berry moth risk ratings to vineyards. These assigned ratings 
are: high, intermediate, and low risk. Insecticide use is then substantially 
reduced because it is specifically tailored for each of the three risk 
categories. With this approach, many vineyards receive no insecticide 
treatments at all in most years.

“The bottom line.” according to Tim and Chris, “is that taking 
some fairly straightforward steps to assign risk categories to vineyards, 
and checking the risk assignments by sampling for GBM, can make it easy 
to identify when vineyards do not need to be treated with insecticide.” 
Such simple measures have proved to reduce dramatically insecticide use 
in vineyards.

C ornell C ooperative  
Extension’s Regional Grape Spe
cialists and Grape Pest Manage
ment Specialists are working with 
grape growers during the 1990 sea
son to facilitate broader implemen
tation of the risk assessment re
search findings.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, May 22 ,6:30  pm 
Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
English as a Second Language

SEMINARS

In two years of implementation, the risk assessment program 
reduced pesticide use by greater than 70 per cent. Tim believes that, “by 
using risk assessment along with other integrated pest management 
techniques, such as insect pheromones, some real advancements can be 
made toward meeting the public’s demand for reduced pesticide use.” He 
cautions though against oversimplifying statements made concerning 
pesticides warning that, “although we are significandy reducing insecti-

FOOD SCIENCE

Date: Thursday, May 24
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Food Science Conf. Room
Speaker: Mark McLellan 
Topic: A look at the other side of

the fence: A sabbatic with 
FMC Corp.



DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DENNIS RAPP 
VISITS STATION

Dennis Rapp, Deputy Commissioner, Natural Resources and Envi
ronmental Program, will visit the Geneva Station on Tuesday and Wed
nesday, May 22-23. Accompanying him will be Ron Barrett, Director, 
Division of Plant Industry, and Bob Mungari, Assistant Director, Division 
of Plant Industry. All three are in the New York State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets.

Purpose of the visit is for Commissioner Rapp to learn more about the 
interaction between Agriculture and Markets and the Station and how the 
two entities can assist New York’s fruit and vegetable industry. This is the 
second visit of the Commissioner to the Station in the past year. While 
here, he will be visiting with faculty and staff to discuss the status of the 
apple, grape, and vegetable industries and the role research and extension 
plays in keeping them competitive with other regions of the country. He 
also will meet with individuals from Cornell’s Integrated Pest Manage
ment program as well as Ellen Chirco from the Station’s Seed Laboratory.

SUMMER WORKERS AND 
PARKING PRIVILEGES

Summer help will shortly begin to swell the population of the 
Station family. As was done last year, we are asking that summer help 
park their vehicles in the large parking lot located behind Jordan Hall. 
Supervisors are asked to advise summer help of these parking regu
lations during the orientation period conducted upon their arrival at 
the Station. Your cooperation on this matter will assure that adequate 
parking spaces are available throughout the campus this summer.

MANN LIBRARY TO OFFER WORKSHOP SERIES

The Albert R. Mann Library on the Ithaca Campus is offering the 
following workshops to the Cornell community. Registration is required. 
Please register in the Mann Microcomputer Center or call 8-5-3240.

Searching Bibliographic Databases Online Classroom
Tuesday June 19 1:30-3:00 pm
Wednesday July 18 9:00-10:30 am

W ord Processing Basics Microcomputer Center
Thursday June 28 1:00-4:30 pm
Wednesday July 11 1:00-4:30 pm

Spreadsheets Microcomputer Center
Wednesday June 27 1:00-4:40 pm
Thursday July 12 1:00-4:30 pm

Passengers wave good bye as they prepare 
to leave for an overnight trip to Toronto 
May 15 and 16. Twenty-four members of 
the Station family participated in this trip 
planned by the Retirees’ Association .

LAVIN CAPTURES TOP 
OF TENNIS LADDER

In last week’s Notes, we reported that on 
May 1, Ed Lavin defeated Ken Bell. We 
neglected to add that it was Kenny Bell’s 
first loss since he joined the ladder at the 
beginning of last season. Congratulations 
Ed! Sorry Ken!

Matches played 5/9-5/15: Bell def. Roelofs, 
McFerson def. Larsson, Larsson def. Savier

Ed Lavin FST 209
Ken Bell B&P 325
Wendell Roelofs ENT 361
Ed Woodams FST 265
Tony Shelton ENT 352
Donna Roelofs ENT 325
Jim Cummins HS 233
Curt Petzoldt IPM 206
Jim McFerson GR 393
Pirn Larsson FST 338
Alan Lakso HS 399
James Savier FST 264
Jiang Lu HS 245
Charlie Linn ENT 361
Eunwoo Park PP 366
George Abawi PP 374

If you're interested in joining the Tennis Ladder, 
contact Wendell Roelofs at x361.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE: Fiberglass boat hull with deck and 
front and back seats, for 30-50 hp . No leaks, lots of 
hardware. $50 or best offer. Contact Elaine at x253.

FOR RENT: Three-bedroom house. Walking dis
tance to Station. Contact Cy Lee at x271.

FOR RENT: Apartment. Call 789-1457 after 8:00 
p.m.

NEEDED: Male visiting scientist from Poland 
needs room to rent with kitchen privileges starting 
June 1 for one year. Contact Cy Lee at x271.


