WEEK OF OCTOBER 28, 1990

Station Notes
ROGER PEARSON PROMOTED TO PROFESSOR OF PLANT PATHOLOGY
Roger Pearson, Plant Pathology, has been promoted to professor,
effective November 1, 1990. Roger has the statewide responsibility for
research and extension on fungal diseases of grape in New York.
A native of California, he received three degrees, including his Ph.D.,
from the University of California, Davis. He came to Cornell in 1973 as
a research associate of the Department of Plant Pathology, Geneva,
stationed at the Hudson Valley Laboratory, Highland, NY, with research
and extension responsibilties mainly on tree fruits. He was appointed
assistant professor in 1975, and in 1977 moved to Geneva and began work
on grape diseases. Roger was promoted to associate professor in 1981.
Roger has done pioneering research on all the important diseases of
grapes caused by fungi in New York. His research on powdery mildew,
the most important grape disease in the world, has won him particular
recognition. In spite of being studied for over a hundred years, this
disease’s life cycle was not properly understood until he and his col
leagues published a paper in 1987, showing that the spores that infect
grapevines every spring in New York originate from small overwintering
structures that survive the winter in cracks on the bark of vines. This
finding promises to revolutionize how the disease can be controlled, and
may result in the use of less synthetic chemicals.
Downy mildew, gray mold, and serious diseases caused by the Eutypa
and Phomopsis fungi have all received Roger’s attention. He has also
found two “new” diseases that are potential threats to grape growing in
New York— angular leaf scorch and grapevine yellows, both of which are
related to diseases that cause serious problems in Europe.
Roger’s knowledge and expertise on different grape diseases has been
greatly enhanced by his spending sabbatical leaves at research stations in
the major grape-growing areas of Europe at Bordeaux (France), Bemkastel
(Germany), and near Zurich (Switzerland). His reputation among grape
pathologists is shown by his being asked to edit the Compendium o f Grape
Diseases for the American Phytopathological Society. This book de
scribes all the known diseases of grape in the world, and methods for
controlling them.
Roger has put considerable effort into educating New York grape
growers about the latest information from his research to help them keep

their grapes healthy. His travels for
extension take him throughout New
York State, from Lake Erie to Long
Island, looking at problems in the
vineyards and talking to growers. A
constant theme to Roger’s approach
to disease control is that only the
minimum amount o f chemical fun
gicide really necessary should be
used. In implementing this strat
egy, he works closely with the
Cornell IPM (Integrated Pest Man
agement) Program. He also has a
project on grapes under the Low
In p u t S u stain ab le A g ricu ltu re
(LISA) program for the Northeast
states that is funded by the United
States Department o f Agriculture.
Roger lives with his wife, Karen
and their three children, Heather,
Adam, and Alicia on Highland Av
enue in Geneva.

H. Aldwinckle

CALENDAR O F EVENTS
Tuesday, October 30,12:15 pm
Sawdust Cafe
Cornell Recreation Club Visit (see story
below)
Tuesday, October 30,6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
English as a Second Language
Thursday, November 1,6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
English as a Second Language

SEM INARS
HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Topic:
ance

Monday, October 29
11:00 am
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Dr. Anthony E. Hall,
Department of Botany and
Plant Science, University
of California, Riverside
Breeding for Heat Toler-

PE O PL E , PO L IC IE S AND PRO C ED U R ES
• O f General Concern
It has been noted that bicycles are being brought inside several buildings
on campus. This should not occur, and all those who are doing so are
requested to park them in the bicycle racks that are located on campus.
Some employees are parking in illegal spots in the upper Barton Laboratory
lot. Emergency vehicles would be prohibited from making the turn at the
building end of this lot. Individuals who are in the habit of extending the
size of the lot beyond what is marked are asked to park in designated areas.
It has also been noted that non-handicapped individuals are parking in
clearly marked parking areas reserved for the handicapped. This is
prohibited, and any vehicle improperly parked in such an area may be
subject to removal.
Your cooperation with these matters will be greatly appreciated.
• Library Still Accepting Donations
Book donations for the annual sale to be held Saturday, November 10, are
still being accepted in the Jordan Hall Library Office (x214). Remember
for every three books you donate, you are entitled to one free book of your
choice.

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Topic:

Tuesday, October 30
3:00 pm
Room 133, Barton Lab
J. A. Sweigard, Du Pont
Experimental Station,
Wilmington
The Role of Cutinase in
Pathogenicity of
Magnaporthe grisae

CORNELL RECREATION CLUB VISITS GENEVA
A day trip to flew Tort City in December
for only $ 3 5 .OO per person...
a trip to Lancaster, Pennsylvania...
a Caribbean Cruise...
or a trip to Cngland?

Check out
this week's issue of

NETWORKING,
a Cornell Chronicle

Insert!

Interested? Staff, Students, Faculty, Visitors, and Retirees can find
out about these trips and others planned by the Cornell Recreation Club by
coming to a Special Brown Bag Lunch to be held at the Sawdust Cafe on
Tuesday, O ctober 30th from 12:15-1:00 pm.
George Peters and Arleen Smith, two CRC members from Ithaca, will
be here specially to tell us about the trips and other activities planned by
the club - not only for the rest of this year, but for the cold winter of 1991
too. They would also like to propose some ideas on what the Cornell
Recreation Club could do to make it easier for Geneva to join them on
these trips. So pack that Brown Bag and join George and Arleen for lunch.
They would like to meet you!

R A C Q U ET B A L L LA D D ER
Matches played 10/18-10/24. Hayes def.
Harman.
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If interesting in joining the ladder or to
report game results, call Matt Lewis at
x251.
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Curt Petzoldt
Tom BunJoe Kovach
Chris Hayes
Gary Harman
Phil Forsline
Ed Woodams
Matt Lewis
Walter Wolf
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Christmas decorations,
carved birds,
tinsmithing,
spinning and weaving,
lampshades,
stuffed dolls,
needle work,
dried flowers,
and much more.
Refreshments and lots of books.
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FOR SALE: Fruits of New York books.
Complete set including vegetables and
apples. Prefer to sell as a set. Call Steve
Miller, Oneida County Cooperative Ex
tension at (315) 736-3394.
FOR SALE: IBM XT Computer with
640K, 4MB hard drive, color monitor and
various software. Asking $975. Call Stan
at x278 or 789-4517.

STATION PEOPLE
HAVE NOW WORKED

DAYS WITHOUT
A LOST TIME ACCIDENT

