
WEEK OF AUGUST 13, 1989

Station Notes
SOIL TEXTURE, WEATHER DRAW COMMENTS FROM VISITORS

A program introduced through 
Southern University and A & M 
College, Baton Rouge LA, and 
supported by Cornell and others, 
brought 13 students to New York 
for several weeks this summer to 
get a taste of career possibilities 
related to agricultural research. 
Four worked five weeks at the 
Station.

Germplasm Resources cooper
ated in the effort. In addition to the 
four students at the Station, nine 
others spent time in similar pro
grams in Ithaca. Many of the 100 
students participating in the pro
gram coast to coast, known as the 
BAYOU (Beginning Agriculture 
Youth Opportunity Unit) Project, 
are enrolled at Southern this fall.

“This is a good program for both 
the students who benefited, and 
for the industry as a whole. It is an 
industry that can benefit from the 
valuable potential input minority 
students and staff can provide,”

said Director Plane. He added that 
in the nation and the state, in
volvement of minorities in the 
food and farming industry has 
been less than hoped for. “Thus, 
projects such as BAYOU should 
be duplicated nationwide.”

Three students concentrated their 
efforts at GRU. A fourth was 
headquartered in the Plant Pathol
ogy Department. Their work was 
designed to give experiences in 
basic biology, fundamental con
cepts and techniques in genetics 
and other aspects of fruit, vege
table and agronomic crop produc
tion.

“The two big differences here and 
at home are the soil and the cli
mate,” said participating South
ern freshman Garland Robertson 
of Greensburg, La. “New York- 
area soil texture is much rougher 
and rockier. And many summer 
nights are cooler than our average 
winter temperatures,” he said. Garland Robertson

VISITOR AT SMITH FARM POND

A beautiful loon, G. immer, took up residence on the 
Smith Farm Pond beginning late last week. Loons are 
relatively rare in this area during the summer months 
because they normally make their homes to the north. 
Dr. Richard Ryan, retired professor of aquatic animals at 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges, says that acid rain 
is beginning to take its toll on waterways to the north. 
Consequently, birds, such as the loon, are hunting for 
new habitats. There have been two pair of loons on 
Seneca Lake the past two summers. However, the bird 
at the Smith Farm appears to be a single, perhaps staking 
out a spot for him and his mate.

Almost wholly aquatic, loons are superb divers and are 
capable of swimming long distances beneath water and 
have been known to dive to depths approaching 200 feet. 
They feed mainly on fish, crustaceans, and insects. The 
nest usually is a heap of vegetable matter at the edge of 
the water. Loons have a distinctive voice, consisting of 
various guttural notes and very loud quavering calls. 
They are about two to three feet in length and, during the 
summer, are mainly black or gray above and white 
below, with spots, streaks, or bars of white on their upper 
parts.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS DOGS INCREASING PROBLEM

Tuesday, August 15, 12:00 p.m., Conf Room, Food 
Science, EAP Workshop: Work and Family -  Managing 
the Changing Demands

Wednesday, August 16, 4:00 p.m., director’s office, 
Geneva department chairs’ meeting

Dogs are becoming an increasing problem at various 
Station functions held outside. We respectfully request 
the following: If at all possible, please leave your dog at 
home. However, if you must bring it to a Station func
tion, it must be kept on a leash and in your control at all 
times. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

POSSIBLE WORKSHOP ON E-MAIL

Even though the Station has had some form of Elec
tronic Mail available since 1978, many changes have 
taken place, particularly recently. Now, for example, it 
is possible to communicate electronically with your 
colleagues wherever they might be throughout the 
world. John Barnard and his staff would be willing to 
hold a workshop which will describe how E-mail works, 
how to use it, and will answer any questions you may 
have. Truly, the world has shrunk. If you are interested 
in the Computer Center holding such a workshop, please 
let them know by calling x289.

LIBRARY NEWS

STATION SOFTBALL

Play off Game #1 Tuesday, August 8 H S - 1 3 , G R - 7

Watch for the final softball results in next week’s Notes.

TENNIS LADDER

Matches played 8/2/89 - 8/8/89. Bell def. Lavin, Roelofs def.
Gray, Bell def. Kovach.

325 Ken Bell 345 Chris Hoffman
209 Joe Kovach 233 Jim Cummins
240 Ed Lavin 239 Bruce Reisch
361 Wendell Roelofs 312 Tom Burr
364 Jim Ottea [338 Pim Larsson]
206 Curt Petzoldt 393 Jim McFerson
325 Donna Gray 399 Alan Lakso
374 Beth Wheeler 345 Tim Dennehy
352 Tony Shelton 392 Martin Goffinet
265 Ed Woodams

Please check your office and labs for the following 
missing books and return to the Jordan Hall Library.

612.015 Methods in Enzymology, vol. 161,
C71 1988

581.1 Critical Reviews in Plant Sciences, vol.
C86 3-4,1985-1986

547 Yeast, vol. 5, Special Issue
Y3

581.105 Annual Review of Plant Physiology and 
An7 Plant Molecular Biology, vol. 39, 1988

589.225 Manual o f rusts in the United States and 
A il  Canada by Joseph Charles Arthur

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE: 1983 Chevy Malibu wagon (V6), automatic, power 
brakes, power steering, AM/FM/cassette. 84,000 miles (engine has 
only 44,000 miles). Excellent condition. No rust. Asking $2,700 
or best offer. Call Alex at x246 or 789-6878 after 7:00 pm.

FOR SALE: Dawes 10-speed touring/racing bicycle. Reynolds 
351 frame. $225. Gibson acoustical guitar and case $150. Call 
Chris Kearney at x319 or 334.

FOR SALE: 13.5' Blue-Jay sailboat with trailer, one-design class, 
wooden classic, Haarstick sails (mail and jib), good condition, price 
negotiable. Call Jan at x207.

FOR SALE: Qume Computer Terminal, Model QVT 101 with 
four program function keys. See Cheryl, 114 Sturtevant, x.243. 
Make an offer.


