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Station Notes
Genetic Control Sought

MAGGOTS, MITES, APHIDS 
SUBJECTS OF ’DIET' STUDY

A team of nine Station scientists is working on ways 
to prevent at least one insect, the apple maggot, from 
invading one of America's favorite lunchbox fruits. 
And, they're trying to do it so that chemical 
applications now used to help control the pests won't 
be necessary, or will at least be minimized.

"The maggot is one of four major apple pests under 
close scrutiny as part of this cooperative project 
partly supported by the USDA," says Station team 
member Steve Denning, a graduate in entomology 
from Texas Tech University. "Our work will be 
directed toward control of this pest for both fresh and 
processed apple varieties."

Simply stated, the project seeks to find apple 
varieties in which the larvae of apple maggots cannot 
survive. One of many such varieties being "fed" to 
maggots, a small crabapple (Brevipes), indiginous to 
central Asia, is completely distasteful to the maggot 
larvae that scientists have attempted to rear on its 
flesh. Theoretically, the inedible crabapple must 
contain an element, chemical component or phenolic 
compound, that is rejected by the larvae. With no 
acceptable diet, the larvae soon die. Three other team 
members, Roxanne Broadway, C.Y. Lee and 
Wendell Roelofs, are trying to isolate the element so 
that future plant development programs can introduce 
it into new apple varieties, either through cross 
breeding or by genetic means.

The project seeks not only to improve apple quality 
while protecting the environment, but also to reduce 
pesticide expense for growers. The chemical most 
com m only  used, azinphos-m ethyl, is typically  
sprayed on orchards three to five times a year.

"What we’re shooting for is complete resistance to 
this pest, because apples have no tolerance for 
infestation by maggots. One maggot spoils an 
apple," Denning says. Studies on sources of 
resistance for rosy apple aphids, wooly apple aphids 
and European red mites also are part of the multi-year 
project. In the case of Eurpoean red mites, 600 
different types of apple varieties are being screened 
for levels of resistance. Four others, apple breeders

(Continued inside.)

Jim Hunter congratulates the Station's Fall, '89,
'Outstanding Employee' during the presentation.

LINDA JENSEN SELECTED 
'OUTSTANDING EMPLOYEE'

Linda Jensen, who's post in Plant Pathology at the 
Station was only her second job when she accepted it 
24 years ago, has been named "Outstanding 
Employee" by an adjudication committee of her 
peers.

Slender, quiet and always seemingly under control, 
Linda received the GEC award at the annual Station 
Club banquet last week. It is one of two such awards 
presented annually. Earlier this year, Ken Livermore 
of Horticultural Sciences, was similarly honored.

After graduation from Geneva High School, Linda 
tried her hand at a job in a local bank, but felt she 
was unsuited for it. She returned to school for more 
intense training in business skills, and three months 
later joined the Station as a secretary. Since then, she 
has participated in in-service Cornell courses, "that I 
thought would benefit me in my job," largely in the 
secretarial/business areas. Her hard work paid off in 
1984 when she was reclassified to professional 
status and was appointed the department's 
administrative supervisor.

The resident of Pre-Emption Road, near Bellona, is 
described by former and current supervisors as "calm 
under pressure, extremely capable," and as an 
employee with "a positive attitude who inspires 
efficiency and cooperation in others."



DIRECTOR ISSUES PRECAUTION 
TO STATION ’HOUSECLEANERS'

Director Robert Plane has asked that a word of 
caution be communicated to those who plan future 
office and lab clean-up sessions.

Recently, a valuable seed collection was mistakenly 
discarded by a well-meaning clean-up crew. 
Apparently, a large number of seeds was lost, only 
some of which are replaceable accessions.

Employees, especially those new to the Station and 
its work, are cautioned that the loss of such valuable 
plant (and other) material is a near-tragedy and can 
seriously hamper scientific research work. It is 
critical that approval be obtained from project leaders 
or others in supervisory positions before anything is 
trashed. This policy should be observed Stationwide.

POLICIES, PROCEDURES AND 
PEOPLE

Who's new?

Eric S. Kalbfleisch is a new Maintenance 
Mechanician and Michael E. Harris is a new Utility 
Plant Operator Relief in B & P

Jennifer Grant is working in IPM as an Extension 
Support Specialist.

Professors K. L. and N. Garg from Lucknow, 
India, are spending four months in the laboratory of 
Don Splittstoesser. K. L. Garg, a mycologist, is 
with the National Research Laboratory for 
Conservation of Cultural Property. Neelima Garg is 
a microbiologist with the Central Institute of 
Horticulture for Northern Plains.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS Cornell Employee Assembly Update

Wednesday, November 15, 4:00 p.m.,
director's office, Geneva department chairs'meeting

Wednesday, November 15, 10:00 a.m., 401
Warren Hall, Ithaca, CALS administrative manager's 
meeting

Thursday, November 16, 1:00 p.m., Lounge, 
Jordan Hall, Geneva administrative manager's 
meeting

Dave Lasher and Bob Kell, B&P, are now serving as 
the Geneva Representatives on the Personnel Policy 
Committee of the Cornell Employee Assembly.

Wedding Congratulations

Congratulations to Tony Laquitara, B & P, on his 
marriage to Sharon McGhan September 30.

Ex-Station Scientist Honored

SEMINARS

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

Date: Monday, November 13
Tim e: 11:00 am
P la ce: Food Science Conference Room
Speaker: Dr. Hiroyuki Miura

Visiting Fellow, National Research 
Institute of Vegetables, Japan 

T o p ic: Matri Conditioning of Seeds to Improve
Performance.

A professor of Entomology who spent a dozen years 
in Geneva has been awarded the Van Humboldt prize 
for research contributions to agriculture. William S. 
Bowers, now a researcher and teacher at the 
University of Arizona, completed most of his 
academic work at Purdue University. The Van 
Humboldt prize is sponsored by a German-based 
trading firm and is given to an outstanding American 
scientist every three years as chosen by a selection 
committee. Bowers left the Station five years ago.

EXIT SIGNS SAVE LIVES
PLANT PATHOLOGY

Date: Wednesday, November 15
Tim e: 3:00 pm
Place: A-133 Barton Lab
Speaker: Young Kwon
T opic: Temporal Aspects During Apprcsorium

Formation of Uromyces appendiculatus.

They're everywhere and so much a part of our 
environment we hardly notice them, but they can be a 
real lifesaver. What are they? Exit signs. When 
you're in a public building, notice where the nearest 
exits are located. They can be a sign of light in an 
emergency. A fire-wise message from Cornell Life 
Safety Services.



Jordan H all A uditorium • This Saturday, N o v . 11, 10-3

C raft Sh o w  & Book  Sale
30 TABLES of ONE-OF-A-KIND HANDMADE ITEMS 

HUNDREDS OF BOOKS TO CHOOSE FROM (Benefit: Station Library)

HOMEMADE CHILI, SOUPS AND OTHER REFRESHMENTS SERVED ALL DAY 
Demonstration of spinning & weaving by the Burdock Spinning Guild

WOOD CARVINGS, CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS, 
NEEDLEWORK, CERAMICS & MORE

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE: 1970 VW Van. Body rusted, rebuilt engine, 
good tires. $150. Call Norm at x245 or 789-7286.

FOR SALE: 1984 Buick Regal. Very good condition,
power brakes, windows, and steering Also, pool table, bar- 
style, good condition-$450. Call Howard Casasanta at /89- 
1457 after 6:00 pm.

WANTED TO BUY: Wyse 50 or 75 computer terminal, 
used and in good working condition. Call Harvey at x332.

MOVING SALE: Wood desk with two attached bookcases- 
$75, TEAC reel-to-reel tape deck-$150, Vacuum cleaner-$15, 
2-drawer file cabinet-$15, coffee table-$15, two bar stools-$10, 
wicker tables-$5 each, wicker bookcase-$20. Make an offer. 
Call Judy at x246 or 789-4041.

FOR SALE: Goodyear tires (4 with 12,000 miles, 1 new). 
All off Dodge Dakota. P195 75R15. Excellent condition. 
Price for all five-$100 firm. Call Ray at x280.

FOR SALE: GE electric stove. Seven years old, white, 
real clean and in excellent condition. Asking $125. Call 
Debby or Marie at 781-0014 (8:00 am-5:00 pm).

FOR RENT: One-bedroom apartment at 64 Lyceum Street. 
$325/month. Call Howard Casasanta at 789-1457 after 6:00 
pm.

GENETIC CONTROL SOUGHT

(Continuedfrom Page One.)

GEC TO SPONSOR 
FIRST AID COURSE

Bob Lamb and Roger Way and entomologists Jan 
Nyrop and Harvey Reissig, also are working on the 
project.

A first aid course designed to help meet most 
accidental and other health emergencies is being 
offered at the Station December 4 and 6. Included 
will be instruction in adult CPR.

Because sessions will be held during working hours 
(1-5 pm), registrants are asked to obtain supervisory 
permission if they plan to attend. Cost of the course 
is $20, and checks should be made payable to the 
American Red Cross. Instructors for the course 
which is limited to the first 20 to enroll will be Nancy 
Smith and Cathy Matteson.

"This effort likely will not come to fruition for 
several years, but it's a place to start," says team 
leader Susan Brown. "For example, genetic 
resistance to apple scab took 30 years to develop. 
But we hope for some dramatic progress in the 
control of apple maggots within about two decades."

STATION 
PEOPLE HAVE 

NOW WORKED 5 9 DAYS
WITHOUT A
LOST TIME ACCIDENT


