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Station Notes
STATION MEN AND WOMEN INVITED TO SUGGEST 

'CREATIVE COST-CUTTING' IDEAS DURING BUDGET CRUNCH

"Station people respond enthusiastically to a 
challenge," said Director Robert Plane following 
the recent employee meeting at Jordan Hall. 
"Faced with a serious budget situation, we have a 
challenge that needs to be met."

The director was referring to recent State- 
mandated budget reductions that promise to have 
a profound effect on all Station departments and 
units.

In order to meet the challenge of trimming waste 
and working "smarter," a continuing campaign is 
announced which, it is hoped, will produce some 
creative dollar-saving ideas. "It's time to 
challenge the minds and imagination of all 
employees," the Director said.

The campaign, which begins this week, will 
provide appropriate recognition to employees 
with good ideas.

When ideas are received, they will be evaluated 
by a committee headed by the Director and 
including department chairmen and unit heads.

Ideas to be implemented will be identified by the 
group and announced in Notes.

"I believe Station people will welcome this 
opportunity to share their good ideas and, in so 
doing, become important members in the 
decision-making process," Director Plane said.

HERE'S HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR  
CREATIVE COST CUTTING IDEAS

Jot down your ideas, legibly please, on 
a piece of paper giving as many details 
as you can (estimated amount saved, 
best ways to implement your ideas, etc.) 
Send these to John Williams, Jordan 
Hall. And watch for news of the most 
creative cost-cutters.

CONGRATULATIONS,
BERNADETTE!

When the winner of the GEC "Outstanding Employee 
Award" was announced during Friday's employee 
picnic as having the first name of "Louise," some 
quizzical looks on faces in the audience resulted. But 
when the rest of the name, (Louise) Bernadette 
D'Amico followed, everone knew immediately who 
won. "Bernie, a recent retiree after 20 years at the 
Station, was the choice of the selection committee of 
the GEC board. The B&P woman succeeds her unit 
head, Dave Lasher, who won a similar honor late last 
year.

Bernie is a graduate of Geneva DeSales High School 
(Regents with honors). Before joining the Station as

(Continued on Page Four)
Director Robert Plane leads the applause for 
Outstanding Employee Bernadette D'Amico.



SECOND FIRE EXTINGUISHER 
DEMONSTRATION SCHEDULED

If you missed the first fire extinguisher 
demonstration because of conflicts, here's your 
second chance. A hands-on demonstration presented 
by Life Safety Services will be held Wednesday, 
August 24 at the Station pavilion. Sign-up sheets are 
posted in all departments. All employees who missed 
earlier sessions are encouraged to attend this very 
important demonstration.

SEMINAR

NUCLEIC ACID WORKERS OF GENEVA

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:
Subject:

Friday, July 29 
12:00 noon
A131 Barton Laboratory 
J. Norelli
Saturation transposon mutagenesis

DR. O. F. CURTIS JR. DIES AT 73

Noted with regret is the death of Dr. Otis Freeman 
Curtis Jr., a professor of pomology emeritus and 
researcher in the field of weed control for a variety of 
fruit crops. Dr. Curtis was a member of the Station 
from 1946 until he retired in 1980. He became ill in 
1986. He was a well-known and accomplished 
barbershop singer and held posts in the Geneva 
chapter of the SPEBSQSA. Interested in the welfare 
of native Indian children, he was active in the 
American Indian Program of the Save the Children 
Foundation for many years. He is survived by his 
wife Elizabeth of Geneva, one daughter, a son, and 
one sister.

TENNIS LADDER

Week 11 Results
Goffinet def. Reisch; S. Dennehy def. Barrett; Lavin 
def. Roelofs.

209 Joe Kovach 781-0544 Susan Dennehy
240 Ed Lavin 233 Jim Cummins
361 Wendell Roelofs 264 Diana Barrett
364 Jim Ottea 392 Martin Goffinet
325 Donna Gray 312 Tom Burr
[364 Dave Soderlund] 239 Bruce Reisch
[206 Curt Petzoldt] 789-9429 Irka Knipple
362 Geoffrey Rule 246 Cathy Matteson
362 Walter Wolf 375 Bob Parker
345 Chris Hoffman 253 Joseph Gotham
345 Tim Dennehy 334 Ossmat Azzam
[225 Rixana Petzoldt] 361 Charles Linn
374 George Abawi 348 Denby Misurelli
297 Pirn Larsson 336 Perry Rushlau

PICNIC '88

With good cooperation from the weatherman, this year’s . 
picnic was a resounding success, as these pictures, tai 
Schading, show. Above left, "Tex" Dennehy and partner enj 
of The Wobbly Cowboys; right, an unidentified moppet 
Introduction retiree Bill Mookhoek to the bread line. Belo 
Kristin (daughter of Mary) McGloon finds the sandbox fun; 
volleyball court with Ralph Charlton; end Dave Lasher and 
conducting a door-prize drawing.



AGRINOTES

The following is excerpted from a July 17 Associated 
Press story on the subject of pay raises for NYS 
workers.

ALBANY (AP)— One piece of unfinished business 
from the New York State Legislature's departure 
over the weekend may wind up affecting the wallets 
of nearly 200,000 state workers.

The state Senate left town early Saturday (7/16) 
morning without acting on bills that would ratify 
contract settlements between the state and its 12 
bargaining units calling for 5 percent pay raises.

"It means people are going to have to wait longer for 
their pay raises," said Ronald Tarwater, spokesman 
for the Office of Employee Relations on Monday.

While the Assembly passed the bills approving the 
contracts ... before adjourning at 6:11 a.m., both the 
Senate and Gov. Mario Cuomo's approvals are 
needed before the contracts can take effect. The state 
controller's office won't begin computing the 
individual employees' pay increases until the bills are 
signed into law, a spokeswoman for the controller's 
office said. She said she couldn't estimate how long 
the process would take.

The Senate was simply too busy before its 2 a.m. 
Saturday adjournment to get to the pay increase bills, 
said Gerald McLaughlin, spokesman for the Senate 
Finance Committee.

Note: In addition to the above-mentioned 
Senate approval for salary increases for State 
workers, Station personnel need also to await 
approvals from the SUNY Board o f Trustees 
and Cornell University.

STATION SOFTBALL
Standings 
W L

Ent. 7 2
FST/PP/IPM 5 4
Hort. Sci. 5 4
B & P 1 8

Playoffs: Monday, July 25 - ENT vs B&P; 
Tuesday, July 26 - FSPI vs HS; Wednesday, July 
27 - 7/25 loser vs. 7/26 loser; Thursday, July 28 - 
7/25 winner vs. 7/26 winner

Championship: Friday, July 30
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CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSEHOLD SALE: Oriental rug 5'3" x 3'3", saddle bag, 
glasstop table with two chairs, dropleaf table, glassware, 
kitchen equipment, large bookcase and other miscellaneous 
items. Call Mrs. Henning at 789-5434 for viewing 
arrangements.

FOR RENT: One-bedroom apartment available August 1. 
Laundry facilities available, apartment size appliances, 
living/dining room combination, large bath with shower. 
South Main St, lake side. $350 per month including utilities. 
Call 789-8590.

DON'T FORGET 
THE STATION'S 
AMERICAN 
RED CROSS
BLOOD
DRIVE
MONDAY, 
AUGUST 1

SAWDUST 
CAFE, 10 'til 3

/H/ I
w /ik

CONGRATULATIONS, BERNADETTE!
(Continuedfrom Page One)

a stenographer in 1968, .she worked for Hobart 
College, New York Telephone, the Geneva City Hall 
and The Geneva Pennysaver.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tuesday, July 26, 10:30 a.m., staff room, 
Jordan Hall: Tree Fruit Committee meeting

Wednesday, July 27, 4:00 p.m., director’s 
office, Geneva department chairs meeting

Thursday, July 28, 8:30 a.m., St a t i on  
Pavilion: Tree Fruit Field Day

Friday, July 29, 8:30 a.m., Station Pavilion: 
Tree Fruit Field Day

SAFETY MEETING REVIEWED

At a Station Safety Meeting held on Thursday, July 
7, plastic limb spreaders, accident reports, and 
posters and bulletin boards were topics discussed 
by members.

Plastic limb spreaders, instead of wood and wire 
spreaders, were recommended at a previous 
meeting. This recommendation was made because 
wood and wire spreaders were frequently found on 
the orchard floor when clearing brush or mowing 
and were considered a safety hazard. It was felt 
the plastic limb spreaders would be a safe and still 
horticulturally sound solution. However, after 
further review it was determined that plastic limb 
spreaders tend to girdle the limbs of trees, thereby 
affecting growth. Consequently, it was decided 
that wood and wire spreaders will be allowed, but 
that they must be painted or taped with a 
fluorescent color. If spreaders are found on the 
orchard floor and are considered to be a hazard, 
Farm Services can refuse to mow or clear brush 
until the spreaders are removed. Project leaders 
will then be responsible for clearing spreaders from 
the orchards before any mowing or brush clearing 
is done.

As evidence of the high regard coworkers had for 
Bernie, she was thrice elected an employee Senator to 
the university's governing system during the 1970s.

The mother of four is active in church work at St. 
Francis DeSales and is past Unit Chairperson and past 
County Chairperson of the American Legion 
Auxiliary. Described by former supervisors as "loyal, 
dependable, well-organized, resourceful and 
respected," Bernie and her husband Francis have 
embarked on an extended trip to New England via 
their recreational vehicle. In retirement, they plan to 
spend winters in Florida, and summers on Seneca 
Lake.

In other business, a report is being compiled that 
analyzes accidents that occurred at the Station the 
past year. Included in this report will be 
information on the type of injuries, treatment that 
was necessary, whether lost time was involved, 
whether necessary safety equipment was provided 
and, if so, was it used, and what follow-up action 
occurred, if any.

In a final item at this meeting, it was agreed that 
poster sessions and bulletin boards will be allowed 
for the Open House. Inquiries are also being made 
with Life Safety personnel in Ithaca to see what 
materials will be suitable for displays that want to 
be exhibited on a long-term basis.


