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Station Notes

STATION SCIENTISTS HOST AFRICAN VISITORS
A group o f scientists and others involved in 
a study to improve and expand vegetable 
production in African countries visited 
Cornell-Ithaca and the Geneva Experi
ment Station last week as part o f a work

shop conducted by the CALS Africa Com
mittee. Above left, George Abawi describes 
research on root diseases o f vegetable 
crops in New York to visitors (from left) 
W.S. Abiwaite o f Ghana, and R. E. Swai

and A. M. Minjas, both o f Tanzania. In the 
photo at right, GhaniansR. Oracca-Tetteh 
and E. Blay listen as Helene Dillard ex
plains her work in the Plant Pathology 
greenhouse.

FUTURE MEALS TASTIER, HEALTHIER CALL SAYS
The following story appeared in the April 6 edition o f “USA 
TODAY’ under the byline o f reporter Tim Friend.

The foods of the future may allow us to have it all -  great-tasting, 
low-fat steaks and fast food that’s good few us, a National Research 
Council study shows.

But the government must revamp regulations for meat producers 
and make the food industry more forthcoming about the contents of 
its products, says David Call, who headed the study funded by 
federal and private groups.

“We are on the eve of producing animal products with vastly 
greater nutritional characteristics, but that can’t be done (with 
current policies and regulations),” says Call, dean of the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences, Cornell University, New York.

Animal products contain essential nutrients but also are the primary

source of saturated fats and the only source of cholesterol in our 
diets.

Researchers say cattlemen could raise leaner cows, and possibly 
lower cholesterol levels, through genetic engineering. But the 
government must make it more profitable for beef growers to sell 
lean meat.

Current regulations make it more profitable to market fatter beef, 
based on outdated thinking that intramuscular fat makes steaks 
more tender and tastier. New research shows that’s not necessarily 
true.

Also, says Timothy Hammonds of the Food Marketing Institute, 
Washington, D.C., labeling foods’ fat, cholesterol and salt content 
would let us make more healthful choices.

“I don’t think it will be an uphill battle,” Call says. "The proposals 
are ‘common sense’.”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS OMNIDATA INTERNATIONAL 
DEMONSTRATION SCHEDULED

A

Tuesday, April 12, 8:00 a.m., auditorium, Jordan Hall: Wine 
Industry Workshop

Tuesday, April 12,10:30 a.m., 348 Morrison Hall, Ithaca: CALS 
department chairs meeting

Tuesday, April 12,2:00 p.m., A-133 Barton Lab: Administrative 
managers meeting with George Meeker, Director, Risk Manage
ment and Insurance

Wednesday, April 13, 8:00 a.m., auditorium, Jordan Hall: Wine 
Industry Workshop

Wednesday, April 13,10:00 a.m.,401 Warren Hall, Ithaca: CALS 
administrative managers meeting

Wednesday, April 13, 4:00 p.m., director’s office: Geneva de
partment chairs meeting

Wednesday, April 13,7:00 p.m., staff room, Jordan Hall: Finger 
Lakes Stamp Club

Thursday, April 14,12:00 noon, Geneva Country Club: Special 
luncheon meeting for administrative managers

OMNIDATA will be demonstrating its portable data recording 
equipment at Cornell. Omnidata markets Polycorders for field 
hand-data entry, Easy Loggers for multi-channel sensor recording 
and Datapods for one and two-channel sensor recording. Two 
seminars have been scheduled as follows:

April 13: 135 Emerson Hall
Ithaca, NY 
9:00 a.m.

Contact: James Bobnick (607) 255-8494

April 14: Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Geneva, NY 
10:00 a.m.

Contact: Jan Knodel (315) 787-2207

Questions regarding these seminars can be directed to Diane Blauer 
at Omnidata (800) 321-7218 or the contacts listed.

Brochures describing Omnidata’s recording equipment are avail
able from Jan Knodel, extension 207. Also, with sufficient interest 
for potential purchases, a group discount to Cornell personnel will 
be offered.

SEMINARS

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES
Date: Monday, April 11
(Time: 4:00 p.m.
Place: G-19 Hedrick Hall
Speaker: Anwar Khan
Subject: Ethylene as a biochemical marker for seed vigor

and stress tolerance in plants

PLANT PATHOLOGY

Date: Wednesday, April 13
Time: 3:45 p.m.
Place: A-133 Barton Lab
Speaker: Jay Pscheidt
Subject: Epidemiology and control of Phomopsis fruit rot

of grapes

GGSO TO SPONSOR TALK 
BY DIRECTOR PLANE

The GGSO is sponsoring a seminar by Dr. R. A. Plane, titled “How 
a University Runs,” Friday, April 15 at 10:00 a.m. in the staff room, 
Jordan Hall. All students, faculty and staff are invited to attend. 
Refreshments will be served.
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GOURMET DINNER SET

May 7th is the date set for an evening of candle
light, wine, music, good food and friendly com
pany. All Station employees and their spouses or 
friends are invited for hor d ’oeuvres at 6:30 p.m. 
and dinner at 7:00 p.m. Please bring a dish to pass 
along with its recipe. The recipe cards will be 
compiled for a forthcoming cookbook. Also, bring 
your own personal table setting. A $1.50 per per
son donation at the door will help defray costs. So 
“lettuce” get together. Sign-up sheets will be 
posted in your department soon.
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4TH ANNUAL STATION CLUB 
BOWLING PARTY COMING UP

Looks like we’re going to have another successful bowling party. 
The deadline for registering has been extended to Monday, April 
18, so get your teams together now. At press time, 15 teams had 
indicated their intention to bowl. Entries should be returned to Liz 
Capozzi, Food Science & Technology. If you have any questions, 
phone Liz at extension 272 or John Zakour at extension 289.



/ SPRING CLEAN-UP

April brings baseball, taxes and, for  
this quartet o f Farm Services men, 
some outdoor clean-up chores. Shap
ing up the grounds near Jordan Hall 
are, from left, Sam Bailey, Anthony 
Laquitara, Jerry Johnston and Louis 
Bellomo.

BULLETIN BOARDS SCRUTINIZED 
BY SAFETY COMMITTEE

At the April 1 safety committee meeting, a decision was made to 
not allow additional bulletin boards at the Station for the time 
being. This is in response to a request by Cornell Life Safety that 
bulletin boards be enclosed to prevent materials from being 
exposed to the elements that might cause a flash fire. It has been 
estimated that costs are prohibitive for enclosing all bulletin 
boards on campus; hence, the decision to prevent the addition of 
any others. The committee recognized the value of bulletin boards, 
but also felt that material on these boards should be updated 
regularly and outdated material purged. This will help reduce the 
chance of a flash fire by cutting down on the number of items on 
any particular bulletin board and, possibly on the number of bul
letin boards required.

In other business, any poster sessions that might be displayed near 
offices or laboratories should be made of non-toxic materials and 
not be posted where they might interfere with exiting a building in 
an emergency. Individuals should work with Communications 
Services people on what the best materials might be.

The committee also banned the use of wire tree spreaders in the 
orchard. Plastic limb spreaders are preferred, or wood with plastic 
“nails” where long spans are required.

Director Plane is sending a notice to all employees, including 
faculty, who have not completed the “Safety Check List.” These 
were due in Charie Hibbard’s office on March 15.

Station fire wardens will meet shortly to review evacuation proce
dures in the event of a fire as well as to discuss some other items 
for which recommendations are needed.

Arrangements are in progress to have a 150 liter dewar of liquid 
nitrogen available at Farm Services for use by Station faculty and 
staff. It is estimated that this quantity of liquid nitrogen will last 
approximately a month and will be replenished when Farm Serv
ices picks up College stores. Departments will be notified when 
this service is initiated.

POLICIES, PROCEDURES AND 
PEOPLE

Retirement. Party

Bernadette D’Amico will be leaving June 17 after 20 years of 
service with Cornell at the Geneva Experiment Station. A 
dinner in her honor will be held Friday, May 6 at Club 86. You 
are invited for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres at 6:00 p.m. and 
dinner at 7:00 p.m. There will be live music for dancing from 
9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. The deadline for reservations is Friday, 
April 29. For further information contact Alice Martin, B&P, 
at extension 302

W ho’s New

Zhongbo Ren from China is a visiting scientist working with 
Terence Robinson, Horticultural Sciences.

Condolences

The Station extends its sympathies to Elaine Gotham (Com
munications Services) and her family on the recent death of her 
mother.

RESPIRATOR OPERATOR 
COURSE OFFERED

Individuals who would like to learn about the latest in respira
tors and how to use them should plan on attending a special 
seminar that has been arranged for Wednesday morning, April 
20. Actually, the program will be given twice, once at 9:30 a.m. 
and again at 11:00 a.m. This is so that all individuals who might 
be interested in respirators can still attend the Right-to-Know 
seminar scheduled for the same day.

In addition to a training session on respirators, which will 
include fit testing, individuals will have an opportunity to 
obtain spare parts for their equipment. This program is under 
the auspices of the Office of Environmental Health.



RIGHT-TO-KNOW SEMINARS SCHEDULED
The annual mandatory Right-to-Know seminars for laboratory 
personnel and service and maintenance workers will be held in the 
Jordan Hall Auditorium on Wednesday morning, April 20.

Laboratory personnel will meet at 9:30 a.m. Robin Goodloe, 
Environmental Health, and Judy Jones, College Health and Life 
Safety Coordinator, will show a completely new program from that 
presented last year.

AGRINOTES

Legislative ’Hotline' Established

Individuals seeking up-to-date information about legislative ac
tivities in Albany as they relate to agriculture can now call a 
recently installed hotline provided by the New York Farm Bureau. 
Except for the cost of the phone call, the service is free and available 
to all on weekends (from 5 p.m. Friday through 9 a.m. Monday). 
The number is (518) 436-8621.

Butcher Named to Commission

N.Y.S. Department of Agriculture and Markets Commissioner 
Donald Butcher has been named by President Reagan to serve on 
the National Agricultural Policy Commission headed by Charles 
Wille.

Ex-Station Director Gets New Post

Former Cornell University Experiment Station Director Theodore 
Hullar has been named the fourth Chancellor of the University of 
California at Davis. Hullar left Cornell four years ago to join the U- 
Cal system, at Riverside.

Service and maintenance workers will meet at 11:00 a.m. This is 
also a different program from that offered in previous years.

All laboratory personnel and service and maintenance workers 
should plan cm attending the seminar that is appropriate for their 
category.

CLASSIFIEDS

MOVING SALE: Miscellaneous household items available: 
candle making kit and molds, pedestal for computer monitor, glare 
guard for computer, surveyor’s tripod, end table, decorative pie 
plate, crock pot, electric skillet, hand-held mixer, and 5 gal. fish 
tank plus accessories. Contact Jay or Lori at extension 328 or 335.

FOR SALE: 1984 Ford Tempo GL, 4-door sedan, new front tires, 
red. Excellent condition. One owner, no accidents, 35,100 actual 
miles. Owner retiring. Contact Bernadette at extension 301 or 789- 
1427 after 6:00 p.m.

WANTED: Apartment or room from May 16 to June 16 for visiting 
female scientist from Malaysia. Call Yong, extension 265.

WANTED: Housing for single male French scientist for May and 
June. Contact John Sanford, extension 395.

WANTED: Furnished room or small furnished apartment from 
April 25 to June 18 for a visiting student from France. Call Don 
Splittstoesser, extension 254.


