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BRIEFS
Benefit Dinner

There will be a Benefit Dinner for Terry 
Gee, Jr. on Wednesday, May 12, 

from 5:00-7:00 PM at the Hydrant Hose, 
Co., 79 Geneva St. The event includes a ziti 
dinner and a 50/50 raffle. All proceeds go to 
help defray expenses in Terry's battle with 
Leukemia. Terry's sister is Sherri Tennies, 
who has been working for the PGRU for the 
past 12 years.

The cost per dinner is $6.00, takeouts will 
be available. If you cannot attend but would 
like to make a tax deductible donation, please 
make checks payable to: Terry Gee, Jr. Leu
kemia Fund, Seneca Falls Savings Bank, 342 
Hamilton St., Geneva, NY 14456. Tickets 
can be purchased in advance and delivered 
to you from Dawn Dellefave, PGRU, 787- 
2292 (dcd6@cornell.edu).

Retiree Association Elections Held
Bernadine Aldwinckle, Communications 

Services, was elected president of the Ex
periment Station’s Retirees Association on 
Friday, April 23 at a luncheon held at 
Abigail’s Restaurant in Waterloo.

Retiring as president was Pat Krauss, Ad
ministration, who had completed his two- 
year term. Others elected as officers of the 
Association were Mary Lou Dumbleton, Ad- 
m in istra tion , v ice-p residen t; M arsella  
Walzack, Food Science and Technology, 
secretary; and Betty Bixler, Plant Pathology, 
treasurer. Muriel Stobie, Entomology, was 
chair of the nominating committee and pre
sented the slate of officers to the 33 mem-

(Continued on page 2)

Grad Student Helps Give Local High School 
Students a Taste (Smell Really) of Science

£  £  "X" t was a great 
I experience that 

■M. helped us learn 
what scientists really do,”
..........” It was fun to de
sign and carry out our 
own experiment. This ex
perience really gave us a 
look at w hat co llege 
would be like,” . ... “It was 
nice to be excited about 
science and learning- we 
did something no one else 
has researched before, 
and w e’re only high 
schoolers.” These are just 
a few of the comments Geneva High students at Student Research Congress at Cornell 
from a group of Geneva
High School Students who designed and carried out research for a very unique experi
ment. The research analyzed the effect of odor on human recognition of, and preference 
for, close friends, gender, and self. The project was made possible through the support of 
the NSF Graduate Teaching Fellows in K-12 Education Programs and Cornell University 
through the Cornell Science Inquiry Partnerships Program (CSIP).

The purpose of the program is to develop inquiry learning and update science and en
gineering content taught in schools through the partnership of graduate students and second
ary teachers. The Graduate student in this case is Shannon Olsson, fourth-year doctoral 
student in neurobiology and behavior at Cornell. Olsson conducts research here at the Sta
tion with Wendell Roelofs’ group; her dissertation research involves analyzing the effect of 
peripheral chemoreception on detection of host volatiles and speciation in Rhagoletis flies.

“I wanted to create a project that incorporated my own area of interest, chemical com
munication,” Olsson said, “but, for a classroom project. I wished to devise an experiment 
that the students would be able to perform in the classroom and for which they would have 
sufficient prior knowledge - and what better choice than one in which they study them
selves!” Olsson went on to explain that during this project, students read actual scientific 
articles analyzing the effect of odors on human behavior (e.g. kin recognition and mate 
selection), decided on a problem they wished to consider, and developed and formulated 
their own hypotheses.

“In planning the actual experiment, the students drew on the journal articles for ideas 
and also generated several ingenious ideas of their own,” she said. “They also participated 
in the study by wearing t-shirts for three nights and performing odor recognition tests. 
Finally, they performed data analysis and created discussions to interpret their data and

(Continued on page 2)
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(BRIEFS, continued)
bers who attended the buffet luncheon.

The next event of the Association will be 
a picnic at the Station’s pavilion later this 
summer. It is planned that Club 86 will ca
ter the picnic as they did last year. Also, price 
of the picnic will be nominal so that as many 
retirees as possible can attend. Other events 
that the Association will either hold or par
ticipate in include the Craft Fair where mem
bers of the Association provide the food and 
a holiday party probably in December.

All individuals who have retired from the 
Station are automatically members of the Re
tirees Association. There are no annual dues 
or requirements for attendance at events. 
However, retirees are encouraged to attend 
as many of the social events as possible to 
meet with friends made while at the Station.

R. Krauss

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 
SEVENTH ANNUAL

S a  fa  d i n n e r  £  
TsJine C ^ u ction  

F r id a y , M a y  2 1 , 2 0 0 4
Rochester Riverside 

Convention Center Galleria
For more information contact Nancy Long 

at x2288 or NPLl@cornell.edu

(HIGH SCHOOL, continued)

develop conclusions. Throughout this experiment, the students not only learned about chemical 
communication, but they experienced the scientific process just as scientists do everyday.”

Olsson described the basic layout and results of the study as follows: 37 students and a friend 
of their choosing wore T-shirts for three consecutive nights. During that time, subjects were 
controlled for exposure to extraneous perfumes, household odors, and other humans. The stu
dents were then asked to smell a series of five shills and evaluate them with respect to pleasant
ness. Students were also asked to identify the two shirts belonging to themselves and their 
friend, and determine the gender of each shirt. Though subjects were unable to distinguish 
gender by olfactory cues alone, 51.6% of the subjects were able to identify their own odor and 
38.7% were able to distinguish that of their friend. Both are significantly greater than the 20% 
expected by chance.

Subjects who could not identify their friend's cue were apt to choose the odor of a member of 
the opposite sex. This recognition is not believed to rely on odor preference as neither individu
als. friends, or strangers were considered significantly different with respect to odor pleasant
ness. The ability to recognize friends via odor cues lends credence to the idea that association 
and familiarity are important aspects of conspecific olfactory recognition in humans. Further
more, this study augments the idea that olfaction may be an important supplement to visual and 
auditory cues used in human conspecific and kin recognition.

“I was constantly amazed at the creativity, ingenuity, and scientific reasoning skills these 
students demonstrated,” Olsson said. “In all honesty, I think they amazed themselves.” Olsson 
presented the student’s work at the Association for Chemoreception Sciences meeting held last 
month in Sarasota, Florida “You should have seen the looks on some of the scientists’ faces,” 
she said. “Once they truly realized that indeed, all of this research was performed by high 
school students, they were astonished.”

The students also recently participated in the annual Student Research Congress at Cornell 
Unlike a traditional science fair, where projects are most often evaluated by judging panels, the 
Student Congress is a research conference at which students submit oral or poster research 
presentations for peer review, giving students the opportunity to discuss and evaluate one 
another’s work.

“I hope that this year was as much of a learning experience for them as it was for me,” 
Olsson went on to say. “Since I plan to continue in academia, working with these students has 
given me valuable experience in advising and mentoring students-skills that many graduate 
students would not otherwise be able to cultivate.” Olsson also plans to publish their work if 
possible “it isn’t every day that 15 year olds can put a scientific publication on their college 
applications,” she said.

The Search Continues
Dean Susan Henry visited the 
Station on Monday, May 3 to 
update faculty and staff on the 
status o f  the search process for 
a new director. She said that the 
earlier target timeframe o f early 
sum m er fo r  appointing Jim  
Hunter's successor would now 
more than likely be sometime in 
the fa ff. She also addressed  
some o f the budget issues facing 
the college both here in Geneva 
and in Ithaca saying that “ we 
are in this together and, it will 
be one very im portant and  
critical challenge fo r  the new 
director. " A fter making her 
remarks, Dr. Henry solicited 
questions and input from staff 
members.
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4th Annual Artists Among Us Fine Art Exhibit 
and Spring Fling International Night Held

For the first time, the 
Annual Art Exhibit 
ran for two co n 

secutive days, April 28 and 
29, and the event was fol
lowed by a celebration of in
ternational food and music.

The exhibit featured 
over 120 pieces of art, rang
ing from carvings, quilts, fur
niture, paintings and draw
ings, to photographs, baskets, 
graphics, and sled refinish
ing. Staff and family mem
bers were also encouraged to 
add their own personal refrig
erator ail to the “Waycool” refrigerator.

Many of this year’s artists have shown their work in previous art exhibits at the Ex
periment Station; however, this year’s exhibit also featured works of 13 new artists. 28 
artists exhibited, in all.

The finale of the two-day event was the International Spring Fling Dinner where guests 
brought their favorite foods to share with others. Dr. Malcolm Bourne entertained the audience 
with a delightful Australian tale. Talented musicians provided entertainment for the crowd, begin
ning with Megan Kennedy, Greg English-Loeb and Bill Turechek. and followed by Nestor Oiliz 
Jr. and Sr., Rick Wahlers and Joe Calabrese, with a short guest appearance by one of our youth. 
Jake Corcoran.

A great time was had by all, and many favorable comments were received regarding the art 
exhibit and the possibility of future Station get-togethers.

1 would like to extend a special thank you to Holly King, Michele Mannella, David Kain, 
Gemma Osborne, Chaz Moser, and Mike Dickson for all of their help, hard work and dedication.

(On a special note, Nestor’s group will be playing live on The Wall, WLLW Radio 99.3, this 
coming Sunday, May 9, at 7 PM.)

A. Andersen

A dinner and talent show was held in conjunction with this 
year's “Artists Among Us" exhibition. Performing in the 
back o f the room, are Greg English-Loeb, Megan Kennedy 
and Bill Turechek.

Special G uest Speaker
T he 2004 Plant Pathology G raduate Student 

A ssociation Colloquium Presents:

Dr. Brian Steffenson
from the Department of Plant 

Pathology, University of Minnesota 
Lieberman-Okinow Endowed Chair 
of Cereal Disease Research will be 

speaking on Genetic Analysis & 
Engineering of Durable Stem Rust 

Resistance in Barley.

May 11,2004,12:20 PM, BT1 Auditorium 
(Ithaca)

May 12,2004,9 AM, Rm. A133, Barton 
Lab (Geneva)

For more information contact 
Ana Maria Bocsanczy at 

abb29@cornell.edu

Funded by GPSAFC. Departments of Plant 
Pathology (Ithaca and Geneva)
Open to the Cornell community

CALS
Centennial 

Pa/Hide & ice 
Cream Soeial

Interim  Director, Bob 
Seem, wields yet another 
shovel as he adds soil to 
the S ta tio n 's  new est 
planting which was part 
o f  th is y ea r 's  annua l 
Arbor Day observation 
on Friday April 30. The 
tree, a G inkgo was 
recently planted at the 
west entrance to Barton 
Lab to replace the one 
lost this past winter. The 
annual event emphasizes 
the importance o f trees as 
part o f  the landscape.

Celebrate 100 Years of 
Cornell's College of  

Agriculture &
Life Sciences

/tfay 12, 2004
Comejoin In t/ic celebration. 

T/ic parade starts a t 2:30 
(followed If/ an Ice Cream 

Social and Remarks
For more information please call June 

Losurdo at JML235@cornell.edu 
littp:/Av\v\v.cals.cornelI.edu/centennial/

mailto:abb29@cornell.edu
mailto:JML235@cornell.edu
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CLASSIFIEDS" CALENDAR of EVENTS
MAY 7 - 21, 2004

MEETINGS 
Chairs and Unit Leaders

Date: Thursday, May 13, 2004
Time: 1:30 PM
Place: FST Conference Room

Chairs Meeting
Date: Tuesday. May 18, 2004
Time: 3 PM
Place: 264 Roberts Hall

LTC
Date: Wednesday, May 12, 2004
Time: 10 A M -N oon
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Subject: Windows XP Basics, open for

um demonstration (not a hands- 
on class)

Instructors: Jane Irwin

Date: Wednesday, May 19, 2004
Time: 8 - 11 AM
Place: LTC
Subject: Open lab 
Facilitator: Jane Irwin

“ “ SPECIAL SUMMER CLASS “ “  
English as a Second Language 

Summer Classes
Finger Lakes Community College will 

provide English as a Second Language 
(ESL) classes for 10 weeks this summer. 
These classes are free of charge and open 
to the community.

The ESL classes will be held in the 
Sawdust Cafe Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings from 6:30 - 9:00. The summer 
session will be May 25 through July 29. 
2004.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - FITNESS- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Aerobics
Date: Mon. & Fri.
Time: 1 2 : 1 0 - 1PM
Place: Sawdust Cafe

HOUSING WANTED: .Scientist looking for efficiency apartment or 
room to rent from June I to mid -August, Please contact gsa I (“'cornell.edu

FOR SAKE: 1996 Dodge Grand Caravan F.S. Cranberry with gray inte
rior, quad seating, rear air, clean, well maintained, loaded. 
3.8 liter V6, front wheel drive, 128K miles, book is $4700 
asking $4100, negotiable. Call Dave x24% (315) 585 2248

FOR SALE: Freezer, United heavy duty commercial, 
frost free, 115v: $40 or B/O! Contact Holly at hak3 or 
539-5216

FOR SALE: Round picnic table with three detached 
benches. Decent shape. $30 hlw7 or 2433

FOR RENT: Apartment, beginning mid to late May on 
White Springs Road. Two bedrooms, lots of closet space. 
Rent $525 (one person) or $600 (two people). Includes 
heat, water, trash pickup. Landlord lives on site. Contact 
mmk23 for more information

FOR SALE: Little League Dug Out Cards. Support the 
Seneca Falls, Geneva, Penn Yan and Seneca Little Leagues. 
Use the card to get discounts at Burger King. Subway. 
Arby’s, Me D’s, Ponderosa, Friendly s, Mark's Pizzarla 
and many more establishments. Cards are $ 10. each. Email 
Sharon at sec46@cornell.edu or x2244

FOR RENT: 1 bedroom, furnished apartment. Walking 
distance to Station. $450/month includes heat, electric, 
trash removal, and cable. Call 789-3392 or e-mail 
kad2@cornell.edu

FOR RENT: 1 bedroom house not far from Station. Avail
able May 1. $400 includes water. Contact Kathy DeRosa 
at kad2@cornell.edu or 789-7482

FOR RENT: 1 bedroom apartment for rent on S. Main 
Street. Available June 1, 2004. No smoking, pets will be 
considered, coin laundry in basement, owner occupied.

well-maintained. Contactjec53@comell.edu for more in
formation

FOR SALE: Volkswagen Golf 1985. Diesel. 227.000 miles. 
$700 in updates. New battery, block heater, muffler, rear 
wheel bearings, and some other small things. Winter and 
summer front tires in good condition. The car starts with
out any problems and is currently on the road. Of course, 
there is some rust on it but that is to be expected on a 20 
year old vehicle. $450 firm.Reply to sks39. x2298, or 585- 
520-4406

FOR SALE: Farm fresh eggs from free range chickens. 
Makes excellent m eringues. $2.50 a dozen. Email 
jnv2@cornell.edu

FO R SA LE: 32" Agway leaf sweeper. Pull behind 
lawnmower. Used very little, excellentcondition. $65. Con
tact gwhl or x2618

FOR SALE: Portable dishwasher. Whirlpool full size 
(model DP840DW). Key features: 3-level wash. 5 auto
matic cycles, 4 button control, pots and pans cycle, plate 
warmer, custom silverware basket, custom upper and lower 
racks, rinse-aid dispenser, custom sound pack. Excellent 
condition. Extended sink faucet hookup. $ 199. Contact 
gf35@cornell.edu for more information

FOR SALE: 1996 Oldsmobile 98 Regency, light gold. V6. 
3.8 liter,automatic, front wheel drive. A/C, PS, PW, PL, 
Cruise, Cassette/CD, dual air bags, lumbar seat, ABS. 
leather interior, power seats, 134,000. Body, interior and 
tires in very good condition. Asking $4200 negotiable. Call 
Dave at x2496 or (315) 585-9922

FOR RENT: Quiet one bedroom, single person apartment 
available immediately. Located 3 miles from the Sta
tion. $450/month plus electric. For more information, con
tact Sarah at sew36@corncll.edu or 315-521-3975

This giant balloon Mosquito was “flying  ” earlier this week outside the north entrance  
to the 1PM house. 1PM was part o f the CCE table at EarthFair 2004, held at Grand 
Central Station, in New York City on April 24 and 25. The table was staffed by Deb 
Grantham, Ellen Harrison, Dennis Bader, and Karen English, among others.

I PM was focusing on mosquito bite prevention since West Nile encephalitis, transmitted 
by mosquitoes, has recently afflicted people in New York. The group handed out brochures 
introducing the 1PM program, and another one detailing mosquito control and how to 
avoid being bitten.

“The big mosquito balloon was there to attract people to the table, ” Karen said “and 
it did! People loved it, and almost everyone was able to identify it as a mosquito. ” Karen 
is pictured here in the inset photo to seiwe as a ‘scale’alongside the big bug.

Taekardio
Date: Mon. & Wed.
Time: 1 2 : 1 0 - 1PM
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium
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