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Keep your eyes on the w est side o f the
cam pus this spring, and w atch for the
greening of our newest garden area. W hat
was once a test plot on C o rn ell’s Bluegrass Lane is now a ‘n ativ es’ perennial
bed for the pleasure of G eneva staff.

he NYS Department of Transporta
tion has announced $1.5 million in
funding to the Agriculture & Food
Technology Park through the Industrial Ac
cess Program (IAP) for construction of a
road and other access infrastructure. The
■
roadway will provide direct access to the
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series of buildings to be constructed on the
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72-acre park just south of the Experiment
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Station campus.
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The funding comes in the form of a grant
at
w
o f $600,000 and a n o-interest loan of
$900,000 that helps the park meet the fed
eral matching requirement for a $2.8 million
grant from the U.S. Dept, of Commerce Eco
nomic Development Administration (EDA)
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that was received in June 2003. This fund
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ing ensures that construction on the park will
r
^ ,4 * -----begin this spring, which is required by EDA.
“DOT funding represent another piece of
Architect's rendering o f layout o f
the park puzzle, and it has arrived in time
proposed Ag Tech Park
to launch construction later this spring,” said
Station interim director Bob Seem. “Senator Nozzolio has led the way in securing this
funding. He has remarkable focus when it comes to the park development.”
“Access to the Geneva Ag & Food Tech Park is critically important to our efforts to
create jobs in the Finger Lakes Region,” said NYS Senator Nozzolio. “By promoting hightech and research-based industries, we are positioning New York State to be an interna
tional leader in innovative and emerging technologies and creating new jobs. I was pleased
to work with Governor Pataki on this project and am extremely excited about the possibili
ties the Ag Tech Park is creating for all residents in our area.”
“By investing in this project, we will ensure that the necessary transportation infra
structure is in place to support the new facilities to be constructed at the park, pave the way
to creating new jobs and put Geneva on the map as the epicenter of hi-tech agricultural
product development,” Governor Pataki said.
Other park developments include the following.
• Ontario County has provided $565,000, backed up by the City of Geneva, from the
county’s revolving loan fund. “This is the most flexible pool of money from which we can
now draw,” said Seem. “It allows us to get started on funding park operations as well as
bricks and mortar. It also demonstrates a very real commitment to the success of this
project by some very far-sighted local government officials.”
• The Empire State Development Corporation recently announced the availability of
$310,000 from the Economic Opportunity Fund for park construction and infrastructure.
• Construction documents were sent out for bid on March 12. Once firms are selected,
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BRIEFS
Tutor Training Announced
L iteracy Volunteers o f O ntario County
is pleased to announce our next Tutor Train
ing (Basic Literacy & English for Speakers
of Other Languages) for anyone interested
in helping adults learn to read and write or
to help adults learn to speak English.
O rien tatio n for this training will be
held on Tuesday, May 4 from 9:30 AM to
12:30 PM at the LVOC office on 208 S.
M ain St., C anandaigua. The w orkshop
sessions will be held on Tuesday and F ri
day m ornings from 9:30 A M -12:30 PM
through May 28 at LVOC.
In order to become a tutor, you must be at
least 18 years of age, have an interest in help
ing adult students to learn, be a high school
graduate (or GED), be able to attend the
entire training program and complete home
work assignments. You must also be will
ing to devote at least 2 hours per week to
working with an adult student, and to keep
basic records to be submitted to LVOC as
requested. It is not necessary to have a teach
ing background or to have knowledge of a
foreign language to become a tutor. There
is a $30 tax-deductible fee to help offset the
cost of materials used in the training.
For more information or to register for the
training, please contact LVOC at (585) 3961686 or toll free at 1-888-546-5862. You can
also register on-line by visiting our website
at www.literacyvoc.org.

Native Plants Make Their Spring Debut!
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(AG TECH PARK, continued)

Jana Lam boy and D ebra M arvin (NYS
I PM Program ) tran sp lan ted the garden
last fall, and expect it to becom e an in
teresting addition to the grounds. R ather
than join the debate on what is truly na
tive. they chose varieties considered na
tive to the N ortheast and nearby prairies.
You may find plants that grow in the wild,
their cultivars and related species. Watch
for ‘S ou lm ate’ the new est pink sw am p
milkweed and ‘Lady in B lack’ aster. Have
you ever heard o f purple love grass?
Native plants are not m aintenance free,
but are generally easier to grow. They also
contribute habitat for beneficial insects,
butterflies and birds, and o ffer a m ore
natural alternative to plants overused in
to day ’s landscapes.
W e’d like your help. If you can support
the garden by offering to weed, deadhead
and generally fuss, let us know. The e x 
isting plants were chosen for m axim um
display in A ugust, so donations o f spring
and early sum m er bloom ers are requested.
Exam ples: A quilegia (colum bine), Baptisia (blue false indigo). E rigeron (fleabane), Blue Flag Iris, M im ulus (m onkey
flow er), Penstem on, T rad escan tia (V ir
ginia spiderw ort), Trollius (globeflow er),
Polem onium (Jaco b ’s ladder), H euchera
(alum root). For inform ation on the gar
den or to discuss donations, please co n 
tact Debbie (dem 35).

construction should begin by the end of May. The groundbreaking ceremony is slated for
mid-late June.
• A nationwide search for an executive director for the park is underway. The executive
search firm of Jorgenson Consulting is expected to provide the board with a short list of
candidates in May. Starting date for the executive director is expected to be August.
• The park is working with the New York congressional delegation to secure funds from
the Department of Housing and Urban Development ($750,000 for construction) and ad
ditional EDA “capacity building” dollars ($250,000) for operations.
• Efforts to secure federal funding for construction of the USDA-ARS Grape Genetics
Center at the park are also underway. Cornell and others are seeking $10.5 million in
FY2005 for the first of four phases of infrastructure and laboratory construction. This
request is being made in tandem with the effort to build the USDA-ARS Crop-based Health
Genomics facility in Ithaca.
• Synergistic relationships are being formed among area industries and educational in
stitutions related to the park. The “Strengthening the Links in the Food Chain” workshop
held in March is beginning to build the collaborative relationships organizers were hoping
for, building bridges between researchers in the biological sciences (in this case, agricul
ture and food), and the physical sciences that deal with emerging technologies in chemis
try. physics, and engineering, especially micro- and nano-science. The scientists who par
ticipated came from participating institutions like the Experiment Station and Infotonics,
as well Cornell University in Ithaca, R.I.T., Clarkson, SUNY Cobleskill. and Central New'
York industries like Bird’s Eye Foods, CY Farms. Constellation Wine. Pactiv and Xerox.
J. Ogrodnick

Reading is FUNdemental
Several Station Employees were involved
over the past few weeks as volunteer readers
for the Geneva Head Start ‘Ready To Read' pro
gram. Station volunteers were coordinated by
Fred Musser. In addition to Fred, readers in
cluded: Cathy Heidenreich, Luann Preston, Jodi
Creasap. Dick Robinson. Ann Cobb, and Greg
English-Loeb. The volunteers were broken into
two groups and a different book was read on
separate occasions by each group.
“We received the book in advance so
we cou)d practice our reading before giv
ing our dram atic rendition to the class of
approx im ately 20 child ren , the teacher
and 3-4 v o lu n teers,” C athy H eidenreich
said. “W hat fun it was!” Each child will re
ceive a copy of the book to take home with
them, and the volunteers also got to take their
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‘Seems’ Like A Good Idea
any individuals have undoubtedly expe
rienced the difficulty and frustration of
trying to pull out onto Collier Drive from the
road between Hedrick and Sturtevant Halls especially when large vehicles are parked on
either side of the intersection. One of these in
dividuals is Interim Director Bob Seem, and he
decided to do something about it.
“I have seen accidents and near accidents at
this intersection,” Bob said, “so I suggested that
stop signs be placed on Collier Drive to help
alleviate the problem .” A fter learning that
Collier Drive was probably being used as a cut
off to avoid the traffic light at North Street and
PreEmption Road, he thought it was “doubly
important” that traffic be slowed at that inter
section.
“I now understand that some Station employ
ees don’t like the rearrangement
that has been intersection
.
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on Collier
Drive
(view
is
created in the small lot along Collier behind
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facing east).
Sturtevant Hall,” he went on to say. “ I think it
will simply take time to adjust to the change. However, we are always open to suggestions.
In general, I think the intersection is safer now.” Bob added that it will become even
safer when drivers learn to actually stop at the new signs. “If some drivers consistently
ignore the sign, we will need to post Chris Bauer close to the intersection and they will
have to deal with Officer Bauer!"
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Cauliflower: No Longer Pale by Comparison
auliflow er has been transform ed
from broccoli’s pale cousin into a
new orange variety that started ap
pearing in supermarkets and farmers’ mar
kets last fall, and is available in commercial
and home gardening catalogs this spring. The
new variety is the result of many years of work
by former Station crucifer breeder and pro
fessor emeritus Mike Dickson, who led the
bean and crucifer breeding programs at the
Station from 1964 to 1995.
“White cauliflower lacks the dark green pig
ments that give broccoli the nutritional advan
tage that health-conscious people are inter
ested in,” says Dickson. “Now there is an al
ternative. I'm delighted to hear that it is fi
nally going on the market.”
The florets of the new cauliflower look like
those of its white cousin, but are orange. As an
added plus, the vitamin content is higher. Or
ange cauliflower contains 320 micrograms of
beta-carotene/100 grams, or approximately 25
R ick P edersen holds h ead o f orange
times more vitamin A than white cauliflower.
It has been a 30-year journey from the farm cauliflower ( the orange shows better in the
to the fork for the orange cauliflower, which color photo) in a fie ld on his and wife
was first found in the Bradford Marsh in Laura's farm just west o f the Station.
Canada in 1970. The mutant was smaller and
less tasty than a white cauliflower, but the orange color was alluring. An extension agent sent
it to the University of British Columbia for tissue culture, and, from there, to the National
Vegetable Research Center in England. Researchers who were familiar with Dickson's work
forwarded it to him in 1981.
Using conventional breeding techniques, Dickson developed hybrids that were more vig
orous and market friendly than the original orange inbreds. The trick was crossing the or
ange cauliflower with the right white cauliflower. “If we used one that was too white, the
end result was too pale,” says Dickson.
It took eight years for Dickson to develop the right germplasm. While he was working on
the horticultural aspects, food chemists at the Experiment Station were evaluating the nutri
tional value of the new vegetable. Mike Dickson’s daughter Jane was involved in the re
search working in Cy Lee’s lab. In 1988, Lee published their findings: orange cauliflower
had 54 retinol equivalents (RE)/100 grams of vitamin A. As a comparison, green peas are at
64 RE, lima beans are 30 RE, sweet corn is 28 RE, and cabbage is 13 RE.

C

Further Development by Seed Companies
Dickson released the germplasm to seed companies in 1989. Companies such as Stokes
worked to further improve the germplasm, and released it as a numbered variety to commer
cial producers like Rick and Laura Pedersen of Pedersen Farms in Seneca Castle. They grew
the orange cauliflower last fall and sold it to Wegmans. “It has a narrow harvest window, but
it was fairly well received,” says Rick. He plans to plant three acres this July.
The vegetable is available to commercial growers and home gardeners. Johnny’s Selected
Seeds markets an orange cauliflower called “Citrus,” and is limiting orders to 5000 seeds for
(Continued)
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(CAULIFLOWER, continued)
2004. “I sell most of it to producers in NY
and Long Island who grow it for upscale res
taurants and fa rm e rs’ m a rk e ts,” said
Johnny's seed rep Di Cody, at the recent
Empire Fruit & Vegetable Expo.“Growers
like the color it brings to fall harvest mar
kets. It looks good with pumpkins. Restau
rateurs like the color and interest it brings to
vegetable trays.” Seminis expects to have
their variety named and ready for commer
cial sales by mid-summer.
J. Zakour and L. McCandless

L O C A T IO N C H A N G E

A Little Local History, Please
Charles Bauder, the director of the Geneva
Historical Society will be giving a talk on
“The History of Geneva”, Monday, April
12 at 10:30 AM in Jordan Hall Audito
rium. Refreshments and snacks served
at 10:15 AM. This event is sponsored by
SAGES. We hope you can join us.______

SA V E TH E DATE
P e r e n n ia l P l a n t E x c h a n g e

Saturday, May 1,2004
10 AM to noon,
Rain or Shine
Jordan Hall Pavilion

M emorial Service
A memorial service will be held for
Winnie Vittum (wife of Dr. Morrie Vittum,
retiree. Horticultural Sciences) on Sunday,
April 25, at 3:00 PM, at the United Church
of Phelps.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE
SEVENTH ANNUAL

D a fa D in n e r <fc
(D in e D iu ctio n
Friday, May 21, 2004
Rochester Riverside
Convention Center Galleria
For more information contact Nancy Long
at x2288 or NPLl@cornell.edu
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
APRIL 9 ■23, 2004

~ SEMINARS CONTINUED
Subject:

MEETINGS
Chairs
Date:
Time:
Place:

Wednesday, April 14. 2004
11 AM
Director’s Office

Date:
Time:
Place:

Tuesday, April 20, 2004
3 PM
264 Roberts Hall

CALS Chairs

SEMINARS
Plant Path
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:
Subject:

Tuesday, April 13, 2004
3:30 PM, Coffee at 3 PM
Rm. A 113 Barton Lab
Megan Kennedy, Geneva
Inoculum Sources and Grapevine
Downy Mildew: Oomycetes,
Oospores, and Oilspots, Oh My!

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:
Subject:

Tuesday. April 20, 2004
3:30 PM, Coffee at 3 PM
Rm. A 113 Barton Lab
Dr. June Nasrallah
Recognition of Self in Plant Re
production

Food Science & Technology
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:
Subject:

Wednesday, April 14, 2004
4 PM
FS&T Conf. Rm., 2nd Floor
Prof. John Roberts. Geneva
Heat and Mass Transfer in
Hygroscopic Porous Material

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Wednesday, April 21, 2004
4 PM
FS&T Conf. Rm., 2nd Floor
Prof. Harry Swartz, Dept, of
Natural Resources, UMD
Raspberry Transform ation and
Propagation

Subject:

Hort Science
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Monday, April 12, 2004
11 AM
Jordan Hall Staff Room
Jeremy Pattison, Geneva
( Continued)

Molecular Genetic Analysis of
Phytophthora Root Rot Resis
tance in Red Raspberry

ENTOMOLGY
Date:
Thursday, April 15,2004
Time:
9 AM
Place:
Rm. 310, Barton Lab
Speakers: Dr. Rick Roush, UC IPM Pro
gram, UC Davis
Subject: Plant-Based Integration of the
Effects of Multiple Pest Injury
in Apple

CLASSIFIEDS
ITEM S FO R SALE: 1998 HP Pavilion computer. K6-2/300
processor, 32MB SDRAM. 4GB hard drive. V.90 K56 modem.
Windows 98 software. 15" monitor, speakers, keyboard and
mouse. SI 50.: 29 gallon aquarium with oak trim, full hood, light
and filter. $50.: United Sleep full si/e mattress, extra firm, brand
new condition. $95.: TV stand/cabinet. oak color, swivel base.
$30.:Lifestyler 500XC Skier/Rower exercise machine. $40..
Mossbcrg 12 gauge semi-automatic shotgun with case and trig
ger lock. $200.: Mission style coffee/end table set. 3 pieces.
$50;Black and Decker 7 1/4" circular saw. 2.5 lip, electric. $30.
Contact Mark at 539-8761 (after 5PM). or email Hollv King at
hak.3
FO R SALE: Motorcycle. 1989 H-D Soltnil. Progressive sus
pension. 21" Cut Front Wheel. 16" solid rear wheel, drag handle
bar. kick and electric start. 1990 Primo Brute clutch. Crane push
rods, Jims Big Axel lifter and block. Sifton cam. Flywheel, rod.
piston, cylinders and earb (G)are S & S.89"Ci, engine. $14.3000
or b/o.
Call 3 15-539-9919 .or email Deb Jhonston at drj I

(Coffee and cookies at 8:30 AM with the speaker)

COTTA G E FO R REN T: West side of Seneca Lake. 12 miles
south of Geneva on route 14. 2 bedrooms, boat lift, easy access
to water, gas grill and much more. $550 per week. Reserve early,
summer rentals are going fast. Email mlh5 or call 2423 for more
information.

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

WANTED TO RENT: Do you have a house or apartment to
rent'.’ We need a dog-friendly place to live on a month to month
basis or with a short term lease beginning mid/late May. Please
call 315-789-5700 or email mkm.77@eornell.edu.

Thursday, April 20, 2004
10:30
Rm. 310, Barton Lab
Dr. Pedro Barbosa, Dept. Ento
mology, U. Maryland
Subject: Differential Parasitism of Macrolepidoptera: Host Plants, Her
bivores and Food Webs

FOR RENT: Quiet one bedroom, single person apartment avail
able immediately. Located 3 miles from the Station.S450/monlh
plus e le c tric . For more inform ation, contact Sarah at
sew36@cornell.edu or 3 15-521-3975

(BRIEFS, continued)

SPECIAL CLASS
English as a Second Language
Classes will be held on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 6:30 - 9:00 PM in the Sawdust
Cafe, and will continue until May, 2004.
Instructor: Sharon Nedrow
This is a FREE program available to
all members of the Geneva community and
is presented by the Finger Lakes Commu
nity College.

LTC
Date:
Time:
Place:
Subject:

Monday, April 19, 2004
9-11 AM
Jordan Hall Staff Room
Windows XP Basics Open For
um (not a hands-on class)
Instructor: Jane Irwin

- - - - - - - - - - - - - FITNESS------------Aerobics
Date:
Time:
Place:

Mon. & Fri.
12:10- 1PM
Sawdust Cafe

Date:
Time:
Place:

Mon. & Wed.
1 2 :1 0 - 1PM
Jordan Hall Auditorium

Taekardio

copies home along with a nice thank you note
from the class and a ‘READ' T-shirt.

SIGMA XI NATIONAL LECTURE
The annual National Distinguished Lec
ture of the Geneva Chapter of Sigma Xi will
be given by Dr. Richard Meindl. Professor
and Chair of the Department of Anthropol
ogy at Kent State University in the Geneva
Room, Hobart and William Smith Colleges
at 8.00 PM on Wednesday, April 14. The title
of his lecture is, “Life, death and age struc
ture in a prehistoric American Indian popu
lation from Ohio.” Everyone is welcome.

Benefit Dinner
There will be a Benefit Dinner for Terry Gee,
Jr. on Wednesday, May 12, from 5:00-7:00 PM
at the Hydrant Hose, Co., 79 Geneva St. The
event includes a ziti dinner and a 50/50 raffle.
All proceeds go to help defray expenses in
Terry’s battle with Leukemia. Terry’s sister is
Sherri Tennies, who has worked for PGRU for
12 years. The cost per dinner is $6.00, takeouts
will be available. If you would like to make a
tax deductible donation, please make checks
payable to: Terry Gee. Jr. Leukemia Fund. Sen
eca Falls Savings Bank, 342 Hamilton St.,
Geneva. NY 14456. Tickets can be purchased
in advance from Dawn Dellefave. PGRU, 7872292 (dcd6@cornell.edu).

