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BRIEFS
Seed Lab Employees Receive Certification
G inger S ullivan and Kathy Cam po
recently passed the Association of Official
Seed Analysts (AOSA) certification exam
to become certified seed analysts in the NY
State Seed Testing Laboratory (NYSSTL).
The exam was given at the Pennsylvania
Department of Agriculture Seed Laboratory,
Harrisburg, PA. where the NYSSTL was co
hosting the 2003 Northeast Seed Analysts
Workshop with the Harrisburg staff. Having
Sullivan and Campo earn their certification
is a major step in rebuilding the staff of the
NYSSTL.
In order to sit for this exam, an analyst
must have a m inim um o f two years of
experience in either seed purity and/or
germination testing. A broad knowledge of
seed development and physiology, national
seed testin g rules and proced u res and
various state and international seed laws is
necessary. Both analysts arc pleased to have
successfully completed the full-day exam,
making them form ally qualified in their
work as analysts.
P rep arin g to take the seed analyst
certification exam has been a three-year
process for Sullivan. She started working in
the purity section o f the NYSSTL in the
sum m er o f 2000 under the guidance of
C ertified purity analyst Joyce Wicksall.
M uch o f h er w ork fo c u se s on seed
identification and purity analysis. Although
the job has proven to be challenging, passing
this exam has given her “an increased
confidence in her abilities.”
C am po acc e p ted a p o sitio n in the
NYSSTL in November 2001, having been
introduced to the work 11 years earlier. She
began her training in seed germination under
(Continued on page 2)

Senator Hoffman received the "Friend o f IPM Award" at last week's Ag Society Forum in
Syracuse. (l-r) Ruth Moore, 1st Deputy Commissioner o f the NYS Dept. ofAg. and Mkts., Dean
Susan H enry, Senator H offm ann, M ike Hoffmann and B ill Pool o f Wegmans.
he NYS Integrated Pest Management Program awarded Senator Nancy Larraine
Hoffmann (R^f9th), who chairs the New York Senate Agriculture Committee, the “Friend
of IPM Award,” at last week’s 172nd Annual Forum of the NYS Agricultural Society in
Syracuse, NY. The award is the highest honor given by the IPM Program. It recognizes
outstanding efforts by individuals who encourage the practice of “integrated pest
management”—the practice of managing insects, weeds, and diseases in ways that minimize
environmental, health and economic risks.
Susan A. Henry, the dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, applauded
Senator Hoffmann’s unwavering support and commitment to New York farmers in supporting
the development and implementation of practical and cost-effective tools for agriculture.
“We honor Senator Hoffmann for her support of the IPM program and her partnership with
the College on behalf of New York State agriculture. She works at every level to ensure a
sustainable and successful future for New York agriculture,” Henry said.
“Agriculture is more important to New York than many in Albany realize,” said Senator
Hoffmann, in receiving the award. “It is sometimes a struggle to get my colleagues to
understand the need for high quality research, when compared to other issues that have more
powerful public images and lobbysts, like medical care, education and senior citizens.”
From 2001-2003, in part with support from Senator Hoffmann, the NYS IPM Program
was able to fund 128 projects focused on improved methods for producers. Some of the
funded projects included posting pest-management guidelines on the web, offering electronic
weather information, and developing record-keeping software that helps apple growers meet
market demands.
Senator Hoffmann represents Madison and parts of Cayuga, Oneida and Onondaga
(Continued on page 3)
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(BRIEFS, continued)
the supervision of certified germination
analyst, and laboratory director, Ellen Chirco.
It was a busy summer for Campo— in
addition to her normal duties, she attended a
week-long “Seed Anatomy, Identification and
Purity Workshop” offered by Colorado State
U niversity in July, assisted w ith the
preparation for the regional workshop, and
studied for the exam. According to Campo,
she was able to breathe a “sigh of relief’ after
the exam.
The NYSSTL is the official seed testing
laboratory for New York and provides seed
testing services for residents, growers and
seed companies. It is affiliated with the
department of horticultural sciences. It serves
as an unbiased third party to resolve disputes
between buyers and sellers of seeds, provides
specialized quality tests designed for New
York grow ers and conducts testing for
regulatory enforcement of truth in labeling
laws for the State Department of Agriculture
and Markets.
In the 1990s, regulatory enforcement
ceased, causing significant funding problems
for the NYSSTL. Regulatory enforcement has
now resumed, and, for each of the past three
years, the NYSSTL has been aw arded
$200,000 to perform these testing duties.
These funds help pay current staff and enable
the NYSSTL to hire and train additional staff
such as Campo and Sullivan.

P le a s e com e to ou r

2004 Empire State Fruit and Vegetable Expo Website
Provides Valuable Information to New York Conference
he Empire State Fruit and Vegetable
Expo and International Cabbage
Conference will be held February 1012, 2004, at the Rochester Clarion
Hotel and the Riverside Convention
Center in Rochester, NY. A tour of cab
bage storage facilities will be held on and
Monday, February 9 as a part of the Ontario-New York A
International Cabbage Conference. International
The 2004 Empire State Fruit and Cabbage Conference
Vegetable Expo brings together the
New York State Vegetable Growers As
sociation, Inc., The Empire State Po
tato Growers, The New York State
Berry Growers Association, The New
York State Horticultural Society and Cornell Cooperative Extension in one location to provide
a large, exciting, and informative conference and trade show covering many aspects of the
horticultural industry. Many faculty and staff involved in Cornell University research and ex
tension—including many from the Station—report 2003 research trial information at the con
ference.
If you have questions about the Empire State Fruit and Vegetable Expo,want to know what
sessions you should attend, how to get there, or need a pre-registration form—use the new
Empire State Fruit and Vegetable Expo website. The site, at www.nysaes.comell.edu/horty04expo/
has answers to all of these questions and more!
Included on the website are the conference program, driving directions, hotel information,
and the pre-registration form to download. The conference program features information on all
of the sessions at the Expo, including cabbage, tree and stone fruits, potatoes, onions, sweet
corn, women in agriculture, and soil health. Information regarding the annual meetings of sev
eral of the groups involved in the Expo is also listed. An all-new trade show will be located in
the Rochester Riverside Convention Center.
If you need additional information about the Expo not found on the website, please contact
Jeff or Lindy Kubecka, NYSVGA, PO Box 70, Kirkville, NY 13082; phone 315 687-5734 .
Make plans to attend this exciting new event in February to learn about the latest and best
information regarding the vegetable and fruit crops—and more!—in New York State!
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Adm inistrative S ervice C en ter
O p e n

H o u s e

F rid a y , J a n u a r y 2 3 , 2004
10:00 am-12 n oon
S u rge L a b
W e are looking forward to show ing
you our current location.

P arkin g is lim ited.
P le a se park in the front parking lot.

Brown Bag Lunch with the Interim Director
In an effort to provide communications between administration and staff. Bob Seem has
initiated “Bag Lunch with the Interim Director,” an occasional session where staff, faculty, and
students can join Bob with a bag lunch to discuss . . . anything. Answers will be attempted to
the best of his ability, but not guaranteed. Discussion is open to any topic, although it is ex
pected, most people will be interested in current events at the Station.
The first bag lunch with the interim director will be on Tuesday, February 3, in the Jordan
Hall Lounge from noon to l pm. Of course, this is not mandatory, but you are most welcome to
come. Drop by for a few minutes or stay for the hour. If you cannot make it but have a question,
please send it to Kathy DeRosa (kad2). Hot water, tea bags, and coffee will be provided.

2

JANUARY 16-23, 2004

McCandless Named Director of Communications at
College of Agriculture & Life Sciences
inda McCandless, director of Communica
tions Services at the Station, has been named
director of communications for the College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS). She will
direct the strategic planning, execution and
maintenance of communication efforts for
CALS on the Ithaca and Geneva campuses. The
appointment was effective January 5.
The position reflects a reorganization of
communication efforts by CALS central admin
istration, and a commitment to providing a more
strategic response to the college’s communica
tion needs in the form of news releases, reports,
brochures and other communication materials.
“As we embark on our centennial year,
CALS is making it a top priority to design and
implement strategies that communicate the
mission, goals, priorities and accomplishments
of the college to internal and external audiences, Linda McCandless
and a wide variety of stakeholder groups,” said Dean Susan A. Henry. “Linda brings to this
position a strong background in strategic communications, as well as a thorough knowledge of
the college and its key programs and priorities. We are happy to have her aboard.”
To help with the initiative. Dean Henry has established a college-wide committee on
strategic communications to develop a blueprint for the approach CALS needs to take to achieve
effective, informative communication to support the strategic goals and mission of the College.
The committee will identify themes, messages and audiences around CALS’ newly refined
focus on Cornell's land grant mission, the social sciences, the environmental sciences, and the
new life sciences.
McCandless says she is going to depend on guidance from an expanded Geneva
Communications committee to help direct the transition over the next year. She also is planning
on expanding the roles for some individuals in Communications Services. “ In these fiscally
lean times, 1 thought it was an opportunity for some real synergies between Geneva and the
College,” she said. “It is also an opportunity for Comunications Services to do more work for
the College.”
McCandless will be a member of the College’s Public Affairs office, which is being renamed
“Alumni Affairs, Development and Communications” to better reflect its work for the College.
McCandless will split her time approximately 80/20 and expects to be in Geneva on Thursdays.
In Ithaca, her office will be in 273 Roberts Hall, 607-254-5137. In Geneva, she will be moving
to Barton Lab with most of the rest of the Communications Services team.
McCandless has been director o f Communications Services at the Station since 1994, and
is a current member of LEAD New York Class X.

One-on-One
counseling sessions led by
a TIAA-CREF financial
consultant at Cornell University.
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(HOFFMAN, Continued)
counties, and is serving her 10th term. Hoffmann encourages production agriculture and the
preservation of family farms, has ensured that the conservation efforts of Northeast farmers
were represented in the 2002 Federal Farm Bill, and helped create the Upstate New York
Agritourism and Education Program, which assists farmers in making their properties
destinations for tourists and schoolchildren.
C. Koplinka-Loehr
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Let TIAA-CREF help make financial
decisions that are right for you. Schedule an
appointment today with a consultant who will
be available to answer questions about your
financial matters.
• Develop long-term strategies
• Find the right allocation mix for you
• Learn about TIAA-CREF retirement
income flexibility
... and other topics you might think of!
Date:
Thursday, January 29, 2004
Time:
8:15 am - 4:15 pm
Location: 224 Food Res. Lab
(Small Mtg. Room)
RSVP:

To schedule a one-on-one
counseling appointment, please
call (877) 209-3144.

Find out what steps to take today to help
improve your financial security tomorrow.

BLOOD DRIVE
Monday
February 2, 2004
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Jordan Hall Staff Room & Lounge
Give the gift that lasts a lifetime...
Please call Gemma Osborne @ Ext. 2248
or email gro2@cornell.edu to schedule
your lifesaving donation.
If you donated on or before December 8 ,
you are eligible to donate.

Tl?ere arc two
seasonal diversions
that can ease bite out
of any winter.
One is the January' thaw.
The other is the seed
catalogues.
— H A I . lic iil.A N D —
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CALENDAR of EVENTS "
JANUARY 16-23, 2004

M EETINGS
Geneva Chairs Meeting
Date:
Time:
Place:

Wednesday, January 28, 2004
2:00 PM
Director's Office

7th Annual Barton Lab

Chili Cook-Off
Friday, February 6, 2004: - N oon
Barton Lab Lobby
- W here else?

SEMINARS

CA$H PRIZES

Entomology
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Thursday, January 22, 2003
10:30 am
310 Barton Laboratory.
Dr. Georg Jander, Boyce
Thompson Institute for Plant
Research
Subject: Arabidopsis-Aphid Interactions
Coffee and cookies with the speaker at 10:15.

Food Science & Technology
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Subject:

Wednesday, January 28, 2004
4:00 pm
FS&T Conf. Rm„ 2nd Floor
Dr. Trevor Gentry, LISDAARS Pacific Basin Agriculture
Research Center, Hilo, Hawaii
Macademia Nut Processing

LTC
Date:
January 22
Time:
9:00 am- 11:00 am
Instructor:Karen English
Subject: Dreamweaver Basics: learn to
create your own web page using
Dreamweaver.
Some of the topics will be :
• Creating and editing web pages
• Object, properties and launcher
• Tables, links, images and anchors
• Preferences
Date:
January 29, 2004
Time:
9:00 am -11:00 am
Subject: Dreamweaver Beyond the Basics
Instructor: Karen English

----------- FITNESS-----------Aerobics
Date:
Time:
Place:

Mon. & Fri.
12:10 - 1 pm
Sawdust Cafe

Taekardio
Date:
Time:
Place:

Mon. & Wed.
12:10 - 1 pm
Jordan Hall Auditorium

will be awarded for 1st and 2 nd place winners in three categories:
^

Chili with M eat
^

^ Vegetarian Chili

Overall M ost Creative Chili

W inners selected by popular vote.
Admission is free for those bringing chili. Admission for
those not entering but w ishing to participate is $ 4.00.
Beverages and paper goods are provided.
To enter, register the nam e of your chili (and specify if it has
meat) by contacting Am y A ndersen (adalO@cornell.edu), or
call Ext. 2331 by 11:59 a.m. W ednesday, February 4 th.
This message is brought to you by the Red Hot Chili Pepper Committee:
John Ludwig, Megan Kennelly and Amy Andersen.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE: 1099 Toyota Camry CE 4D Sedan,4 cylinders,
2.2 Liter, auto, FW drive. 75,000 miles. Power steering,
windows, door locks, mirrors; tilt wheehcruise; AM/FM;
cassette; multi/6 CD; dual front air bags; AC; ABS.Excellenl
condition. KBB Retail: $9,410. Asking $8,400(negotiable)
Call x2368, 781-2420 or ks342
ZITI DINNER: Friday, January 23 from 5:00-7:00 pm at
the Geneva Middle School Cafeteria. 63 Pulteney Street.
$6.00 per person. Eat in or carry out. Proceeds from this
ziti dinner will help support the Geneva High School
Band’s upcoming trip to Boston in April. Contact Janice
Valerio, x 2 3 14. for tickets.
A R G E N T IN E TA NG O demonstration and introductory'
class, Friday. Jan. 16, 7:00-8:00 PM at the Smith Opera
House Dance Studio, 82 Seneca St. Sponsored by the non
profit Finger Lakes Argentine Tango Society. FREE and
open to all. No partner necessary. Please wear shoes with
d ean smooth soles. For information, call Gerry at 315
536 8340 or email Barbara at beglad@linkny.com
FOR SALE: Dishwasher Whirlpool Full Size Portable
(Model DP840DW). Key Features: 3-Level Wash. 5 Auto
matic Cycles. 4 Button Control, Pots and Pans Cycle. Plate
Warmer, Custom Silverware Basket, Custom Upper and

Lower Racks. Rinse-Aid Dispenser. Custom Sound Pack. It
served us well during grad school - excellent condition. $250.
Contact gf35@cornell.edu for more info.
TW IN SIZE Select Comfort 3000 mattress, pump and sup
port matrix (does not include bed frame). Less than 2 yr.s.
old. Sells for 549.98 new. asking S250. Excellent (nearly
brand new) condition. Contact: Judy at 2273 or jla2
FREE for picking up: Queen sized waterbed, with platform
and integral air-filled soft-sided frame, and heater. In good
condition. x232l orW LR l
FREEZER: United Heavy Duty Commercial Freezer, frost
free, 115V. 60H ; $ 1 0 0 or B /O .C ontact H olly at
hak3@nysaes.cornell.edu or (315) 539-5216
FOR SALE: 1996 Chevrolet Fleetside Pickup with 7 foot
bed. A utom atic, air. e x c e lle n t c o n d itio n .$ 4 ,0 0 0 .
tferrin@pgru.ars.usda.gov (X2396) or 315-946-4987 for in
formation.
FOR RENT: Two-bedroom, furnished apartment on North
Main Street. Available December I. Quiet surroundings. No
pets. Call 7 8 9 -7 2 3 9 after 6:00 PM or e-m ail
kw22@cornell.edu

