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BRIEFS
Fruit, Vegetable, and Herb Dehydration 

Workshop: April 10
A “Fruit, Vegetable and Herb Dehydration 

Workshop” is scheduled for Thursday, April 
10, in the department of food science and 
technology at the Experiment Station. The 
workshop is designed to address dehydra
tion of fruits, vegetables and herbs for small- 
scale production. The morning is dedicated 
to lectures covering dehydration basics (John 
Roberts), shelf life of dehydrated foods 
(Olga Padilla-Zakour), microbiology and 
sanitation practices (Randy Worobo), and 
packaging (Joe Hotchkiss). The afternoon 
will be dedicated to dehydration techniques 
and equipment along with demonstrations.

“The attendees will obtain first-hand ex
perience of the most popular dehydrators and 
will get the chance to evaluate their perfor
mance with respect to ease of operation, 
product quality, and efficiency.” said John 
Roberts, assistant professor of food science, 
who is helping organize the workshop.

The workshop fee is $45. which includes 
food and beverage breaks, lunch, and pro
ceedings. Deadline for registration is March 
28, 2003. Contact Nancy Long at 
npl 1 @cornell.edu

Ontario County Celebrates the 
Declaration of an Official Agriculture 

Appreciation Day
Ontario County farmers and agricultural 

professionals will be recognized and hon
ored at the Ontario County Agriculture Ap
preciation Day Commencement on March 
21, 2003. The commencement, which will 
feature presentations from various stake
holders within the Ontario County agricul
tural community, will be at the Agricultural 
Experiment Station in Geneva.

(Continued on page 2)

Ogrodnick Honored by BioCommunications
Association

L ongtime Station photogra 
pher Joseph ( ‘Joe’) Ogrodnick 
has been named the winner of the 

2003 Louis Schm idt aw ard. The 
award is presented each year for out
standing contributions to the progress 
of biological communications. It is 
the highest honor bestowed by the 
B ioCom m unications A ssociation.
Ogrodnick was presented with the award 
at the association’s annual meeting, in 
Las Vegas, on March 3. 2003.

Ogrodnick says collecting pond life 
near his childhood home in Middletown,
NY, stimulated his initial interest in bi
ology. It eventually led him to study both 
design and biology at Orange County 
Community College. After that, he 
served a tour of duty as a combat medic 
with an infantry platoon in Vietnam from 
September 1966 to September 1967.
During that time he always had a cam
era around his neck and photographed, 
among other things, some of the exotic flora and fauna that can only be found in the tropics.

Vietnam was an experience that still keeps Ogrodnick awake at night, and accounts for 
at least some of his early morning hours at the Station.

Upon return to civilian life, he was admitted to the very first class in a new program in 
Biomedical Photography at the Rochester Institute of Technology. After graduation. 
Ogrodnick interned at the Experiment Station with then Entomology/Plant Path photogra
pher, Gertrude Catlin. He then became a medical photographer at the University of Ne
braska Medical Center, where he served seven years. Joe completed his bachelor’s degree 
in journalism while at Nebraska. When Catlin retired from the Station in 1979, Ogrodnick 
was offered the position by then chairman of the entomology department, Ed Glass. He has 
been with the Station ever since, a tenure that culminated in his being named Employee of 
the Year in 2000.

“Joe is an excellent photomacrographer [high-magnification photographer], and 1 would 
pit his skills against anybody’s in the business,” said Linda McCandless, director of 
Commmunications Services, and his supervisor. "Joe’s specialty is photographing diseased 
plant tissue and insects. The insects are so life-like, you would never know they are just 
coming off drugs and/or out of the refrigerator. All legs and antennae are in order and 
scientifically accurate—even before PhotoShop. It’s quite an art.” McCandless noted that 
Joe has earned the enduring gratitude of many Station faculty and staff by coming up with 
last minute photos or slides.

(Continued on page 2)
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(BRIEFS, continued)

At the commencement, representatives of 
the County Board of Supervisors will an
nounce the passage of a County Resolution 
declaring the First Day of Spring Ontario 
County Agriculture Appreciation Day. Each 
year, Ontario County will recognize the im
portance of agriculture to the community and 
celebrate the farmers who ensure safe, qual
ity food and pastoral landscapes for the 
county. Ontario County Agriculture Appre
ciation Day will coincide with National Ag
riculture Day celebrated nation wide.

Also to be announced is the Rodney 
Lightfoote Agricultural Viability and Inno
vation Award. This award is to serve as a 
perpetual memorial in honor of the now de
ceased Mr. Rodney Lightfoote, former Ag
riculture Program Leader and County Coor
dinator of Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Ontario County, one of the original founders 
of Ontario County Farm Bureau, farmer, and 
friend of agriculture. The award will also 
serve as an important tool for increasing gen
eral agricultural awareness, drawing atten
tion to specific innovative and entrepreneur
ial farming and agribusiness practices, and 
boosting farmer morale in Ontario County.

Among the speakers slated to address 
Ontario County Farmers are President of New 
York State Farm Bureau John Lincoln, the 
Ontario County Dairy Princess, and represen
tatives from Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Ontario County, the Ontario County Farm 
Bureau, Ontario County Soil and Water Con
servation District. New York State Agricul
ture and Markets, and the Ontario County 
Agriculture Enhancement Board.

For event and registration information, 
call Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Ontario County at 585-394-397. Registra
tion is $5, which includes a Finger Lakes 
lunch catered by members of the Finger 
Lakes Culinary Bounty.

J. Kikkert

SAVE THE DATE!
Red Cross Blood  

D rive
M onday, April 7, 2 003  

9 AM to 3 PM  
Jordan Hall Lounge

(OGRODNICK, continued)
In addition to his outstanding work at the Station. Ogrodnick has always been an active 

member of the the BioCommunications Association (BCA), where he has a reputation for 
knowledge of specialized techniques of entomological photography. Ogrodnick served as 
the Western New York chapter’s chair from 1986-88. He also served as editor of the “Jour
nal of Biological Photography” for 11 years, and continues to serve as an associate editor 
of the “Journal of Biocommunications.”

Ogrodnick is also an active speaker and one of the Station’s favorite jokesters. He has 
given many seminars on photographic techniques, and presented over 70 oral papers, 
including the Kodak Canada Endowed Lecture in Kingston, Canada. He has been prin
cipal speaker at several BCA meetings and was the banquet speaker for the Entomology 
Society of America (Eastern Branch), in 2002. Ogrodnick was named a Fellow of the 
BCA in 1993, and received the Association’s Ralph Creer Service Award in 2000. He 
has also been the recipient of the “Best of Show” in the Association’s annual photogra
phy exhibition, “Best Oral Paper” award and the "Best Journal Paper” award. His se
quence of images of a mosquito adult emerging from its pupal stage was recently in
cluded in the Rochester Institute of Technology’s “Images from Science” exhibition, 
which is currently touring the U.S.

Ogrodnick also made two visits to the International Rice Research Institute in the Phil
ippines where he was part of a team of instructors teaching the staff the techniques of 
entomological and agricultural photography. Some of the staff there had never handled a 
camera before, but under Ogrodnick’s tutelage, one member was later named “Nature 
Photographer of the Year” in the Philippines.

Ogrodnick has served as a mentor to many young photographers, and worked closely 
with interns from RIT and Hobart William Smith colleges over the last nine years. “It's an 
experience that is so memorable to the students, that they continue to visit or email him for 
years afterward,” said McCandless.

Ogrodnick was surprised and honored to receive the award. In his acceptance speech, 
borrowing a line from an old Seinfeld show, he said. “I wasn’t feeling especially Schmidt 
worthy when I first received the news a few months ago—and even though I stand here 
tonight, 1 still don’t.” Ogrodnick thanked his wife Lana (who was present) and two grown 
daughters. Marcy and Jenny, who could not attend the ceremony, but were certainly there 
in spirit. True to form, they had sent a congratulatory bouquet of flowers.

In speaking about the Station. Ogrodnick said, “I want to thank them for the opportunity 
to attend these annual meetings, for providing the bugs, and for providing a great place to 
work. In particular, I want to thank my various supervisors, from Dr. Ed Glass, to my 
current boss and one of my biggest fans. Linda McCandless. She was very excited for me 
when I told her about this in December and, contrary to my wishes, had an e-mail out 
about it only minutes after I had given her the news.”

In his spare time, Ogrodnick, likes to bike and read. He is an extremely devoted father 
and husband—the quintessential family man.

Congratulations Joe. on a job well done, from all your two- and six-legged fans.
J. Zokour

§ Spring is almost 
here...
Time to dean out the attic.

Sell your unwanted treasures 
fast in the Station News 

Classifides.
Contact Donna Boyce at dmb62 or x2492.
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Michael Hoffmann Appointed Associate Director 
of Cornell Cooperative Extension

Michael P. Hoffmann, Cornell Uni
versity associate professor of 
entomology, has been appointed 

associate director for agriculture and food 
systems for Cornell Cooperative Extension.
Hoffmann will continue as director of the New 
York State Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
Program, a position he has held since 1999.

In announcing Hoffmann’s appointment,
Susan A. Henry, the Ronald P. Lynch Dean of 
Cornell University's College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences, said, “I am extremely 
pleased that Mike Hoffmann has agreed to join 
the leadership team for Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. He has done an outstanding job 
directing the 1PM program for the college and 
the state of New York, and I am delighted that 
he will be bringing his excellent leadership 
skills to Cornell Cooperative Extension.”

As associate director, Hoffmann will focus 
his attention on strengthening relations among Cornell faculty, extension educators, and Cornell 
Cooperative Extension administration. He’ll also play a major role as liaison between Cornell 
Cooperative Extension and many government agencies and industry stakeholder groups. 

“Mike is a welcome addition to our leadership team,” said, Helene R. Dillard, director of

(HOFFMANN, continued)

Cornell Cooperative Extension and associate 
dean of Cornell's New York State College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences and New York 
State College of Human Ecology. “He is a 
highly respected, well-known leader in the ag
ricultural industry and among Cornell faculty 
and staff. His knowledge and solid reputation 
will serve Cornell Cooperative Extension well.

Hoffmann will hold a 40% appointment 
as associate director of Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, a 40% appointment as director 
of the NYS IPM Program, and a 20% ap
pointment as associate professor of entomol
ogy at Cornell’s Ithaca campus.

Hoffmann joined Cornell in 1990 as an 
assistant professor and in 1996 was pro
moted to associate professor with research 
and extension responsibilities. Hoffmann 
received his bachelor’s degree in ecosystems 
analysis from the University of Wisconsin- 
Green Bay in 1975. He earned his master’s 
degree in entomology from the University 
of Arizona in 1978, and his doctorate in en
tomology, from the University of Califor- 
nia-Davis in 1990.

N. Fey

New Grape to be Renamed
G rape breeders at the Experiment Station will re

name the red wine grape they released as ‘Abun
dance’ because of a trademark infringement. Abun
dance Vineyards, in Sonoma. California, claims 
ownership to the name.

“For now. the grape will go back to being called 
GR7, which stands for ‘Geneva Red 7,' its test 
name,” said Bruce Reisch. professor of grape breed
ing and genetics at the Experiment Station, who 
helped develop the grape.

A committee of in-state and out-of-state grape 
growers and wine makers will start looking for an
other name immediately. Reisch had officially 
named the grape in February at Viticulture 2003, 
the New York grape industry’s annual trade show in 
Buffalo.

Since its release, the grape has garnered a lot of media buzz, receiving coverage in 
the Associated Press, CNN Headline News, the San Francisco Examiner, Elmira Star 
Gazette, CBS News, and others. Proving the old adage, that there’s no such thing as 
bad press, the name change has now been covered on Yahoo’s web-based “Strangely 
Enough News.”

An initial search of the US Patents and Trademarks Office database did not uncover

(RENAME, continued)

the name ‘Abundance’. After being con
tacted by the Sonoma County vineyard, a 
search by registration number showed that 
the group Brand Partners LLC Limited Li
ability Company California holds a regis
tered trademark for Abundance in the area 
“Goods and Services-Wine.”

The grape, which is dubbed the “work
ing man's red,” has proven to be a solid 
performer for the grape growers and wine 
makers who have tested it. In vineyards, 
the grape is high yielding, cold hardy, and 
disease resistant. In the winery, the grape 
can be used to make dark red wines with 
a classical aroma, and is particularly use
ful in blends.

GR7 was selected from a cross of ‘’Buf
falo’ x ‘Baco noir’ in 1947. It is one of six 
wine grapes released by the Station, which 
has released over 243 fruits in its 128-year 
history. Of those, 52 have been grapes.

L. McCandless
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
MARCH 14 - 21,2003

'  SEMINARS

D ate:
H0RT SCIENCE
Monday, March 17. 2003

Tim e: 11 AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Subject: Root Exudation and Allelopa

Speaker:

thy Chemistry, Gene Regula
tion and Localization of 
Secondary Product Produc
tion in Selected Species 
Dr. Leslie Weston. Ithaca

FITNESS
Aerobics

D ate: Mon. & Lri.
Tim e: 12:10 - 1 PM
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Taekardio
D ate: Mon. & Wed.
Tim e: 12:10 - 1 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE: 1993 Toyota Camry sedan. 2.2 litter, dark 
red, automatic, front wheel drive. AC, power steering, 
power windows, power door locks, tilt wheel, AM/FM 
radio, cruise control, driver's side air bag. 150K miles. 
No rust. Runs well. $2,700 (Blue Book). Contact 
Satoshi Nojima at sn67 or x2475.

FOR SALE: Pygmy goat kid. 4 months old. mostly 
white. Breed: 3/4 Pygmy. 1/4 Angora. For pet or wool. 
$50. Contact Marv Beth at mes33@cornell.edu or 787- 
2618.

FOR SALE: 1988 Chew Caprice. Many new parts. 
$2500 or B/O. Call 789-9594 or Matt at x2251.

Tickets are still available for 
GardenScape 2003

As a reminder, GardenScape 2003 will be taking place beginning March 
20th through March 23. If you are planning to attend and have not yet 
purchased your tickets, there are still many available.

Adult pre-sale tickets are $8 each. If purchased at the door, tickets are 
$10.00. To take advantage of the discount price for children's tickets, 
please purchase those at the event. If purchased at the door, children's 
tickets are $4.00, and children 5 and under are free.

Please bring exact amount, if paying in cash, or make checks payable to 
Station Club.

u and enjoy the event!
Amy Andersen

Department of Plant Pathology 
Room A 103

FOR SALE: 1994 Oldsmobile Delta 88 Royale. Ex
cellent condition, low mileage, clean inside and out. 
Asking $4,500. Contact Pat Mahoney at pm ml9 or 
787-2394.

SKIS FOR SALE: One pair of Rossignol and one 
pair of K2 skies with bindings and poles. $75 each or 
best offer. C ontact Pirn at 2338 or em ail to 
il 11 @cornell.edu

FOR RENT: One bedroom apartment with off-street 
parking, landlady will consider pets. Available May 1, 
2003. $500/mo. including utilities. Please call Patricia 
(315)781 -2895 or Jodi at x2328

THE GENEVA HIGH SCHOOL
2003  Graduation Alcohol &  D rug Free Party 

Committee is sponsoring a

BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE
MARCH 15, 2003 • 9AM-1PM 

HYDRANT HOSE CO. 
Geneva Street

Students will be going door to door for your 
donations. For questions and information 

please call 789-2063.

<V8mB
cgala ©inner $  

premier ^fjine Ruction 
jftpril 4, 2003

CASA LARGA VINEYARDS, IN FAIRPORT, NY 
More information about the event will be

posted at
http://www.nysaes.Gornell.edu/fst/vb 

as it becomes available.
For tickets, contact Nancy Long at nph@cornell.edu

mailto:mes33@cornell.edu
http://www.nysaes.Gornell.edu/fst/vb
mailto:nph@cornell.edu

