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BRIEFS
Meetings Scheduled with CALS Deans:
November 10,2003
Dean Susan Henry and Senior Associate
Dean William Fry are coming to Geneva on
Monday, November 10, to meet with Geneva
faculty and staff. The purpose of the meet
ing is to discuss the transition to new leader
ship at the Experiment Station, and to ad
dress the importance of careful planning for
the future of the Experiment Station.
Faculty are invited to attend a meeting at
9:00 a.m., on Nov. 10, in the Jordan Hall Staff
Room.
Geneva staff are invited to attend a meet
ing at 10 a.m., on Nov. 10, in the Jordan Hall
Auditorium.
Please make every effort to attend.

Badeness-Perez Wins Award
Francisco Badeness-Perez, a graduate stu
dent in entomology, continues to reap awards
at the national entomological meetings. For
the second year in a row, Francisco won the
best student paper in Section F (Crop Pro
tection) with his presentation entitled, “Op
timizing the effectiveness of trap crops for
diamondback moth in cabbage.” His advi
sors, Tony Shelton and Brian Nault, say that
it is unheard of for a student to win this highly
competitive award twice.

H oliday H eating Policy
During the forthcoming holiday break,
heat in buildings will be reduced to approxi
mately 60 degrees. Realizing that research
does not stop for a holiday, in some instances,
there may be people working on campus over
the break. If possible, we would ask that you
try to live with the temperature setback.
However, if, for some reason, you should
(Continued on page 2)

Robert Seem Named Interim Director of the
Geneva Experiment Station
obert C. Seem, professor of plant pa
thology, has been named interim di
rector of the Experiment Station,
effective January 1, 2004. Seem has served
as the Station’s associate director since 1990.
James E. Hunter, who has served as the di
rector of the Station for 13.5 years, had pre
viously announced his plans to resign as
director. Hunter will investigate the diver
sity of interactions between academe and
industry beginning January 1,2004.
Hunter said that he has every confidence in
Bob Seem because “there is nothing at the Sta
tion about which Bob is not well informed.”
“Bob’s dedicated service for 13 years as
associate director has prepared him well for
this role,” said Dean Susan A. Henry. “I
am confident that he will be able to pro
vide the necessary leadership and continu
ity to ensure a seamless transition to the
new adm inistration.”
Recognizing that a search for the next di
rector will take some time, Dean Henry as
sured faculty and staff of the “high priority that I and the rest of the College leadership
place on finding an outstanding individual to succeed Jim Hunter.” To get input on the
search. Dean Henry has scheduled meetings with faculty and staff at the Experiment
Station for Monday, November 10. If the search goes as planned, Dean Henry expects a
new director to be in place by June 2004.
“At this time, I expect to maintain all ongoing programs and not undertake any major
initiatives,” said Seem. Current programs include the implementation of a new adminis
trative service center as part of the university-wide Workforce Planning Initiative, ongo
ing budget planning, work with the Ag & Food Tech Park, and continuing development
of a new Vineyard Laboratory in Fredonia.
Seem added, “The fundamental role of administration is to make the Station a stimu
lating and dynamic place where faculty and staff can effectively carry out their research,
outreach and education. I want to insure that remains in effect during the transition.”
Seem is a native of the Allentown area in eastern Pennsylvania, and a graduate of The
Pennsylvania State University, where he received a B.S. in botany, and an M.S. and
Ph.D. in plant pathology. He joined the department of plant pathology at Cornell as an
assistant professor of plant pathology in 1975, and was promoted to full professor in
1998. Seem specializes in the epidemiology, biology, and control of fruit and vegetable
diseases with emphasis on the development of decision support systems ranging from
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(BRIEFS, continued)
find your area to be abnormally uncom
fortable, please contact the Heating Plant
at x2215 to see if your particular area can
be adjusted to a comfortable temperature,
or whether something has malfunctioned
and needs correcting. Buildings and Prop
erties staff will be on campus throughout
the holiday.
Thank you for your cooperation, and
have a wonderful holiday season.

Policy on Distribution of Excess Fruit
and Vegetable Produce
Extra produce may be made available
free to active Station employees and Sta
tion retirees for their personal use in per
sonal use quantities only (e.g., 12 ears of
corn, a few pounds of fruit, etc.) from con
tainers left outside designated buildings
on campus. Those providing the produce
should inform members of the Station of
its availability and location, avoiding plac
ing the containers inside the Raw Prod
ucts Building or on Station farms when
ever possible.
For liability reasons, general safety and
pesticide-related safety issues, only active
members of the Station community are
allowed on the farms to collect produce.
Researchers who announce that produce
can be harvested from their plots must
provide detailed instructions, particularly
the specific location of the plot, to avoid
risk to employees and adverse effects on
research trials of others. Research staff do
not need to be present when others har
vest produce from their plots.
Exceptions to this policy may be made
with permission of the Director for spe
cial circumstances such as providing food
for a community kitchen. Whale Watch,
department picnics, etc.

William Prince and the Linnsean
Botanic Garden of Flushing NY.
The Prince N ursery and Linmean
Botanic Garden of Flushing NY (aprox.
1740-1860) was America's earliest com
mercial nursery. It held a prominent place
in the fruit and exotic plant industry for
generations and its proprietors produced
(Continued on page 3)

(INTERIM DIRECTOR, continued)
simple models of disease to sophisticated simulation models. He is widely respected for his cre
ative and inclusive approaches to research, and for his applications of new technologies to solving
problems. He is a leading authority in the application of geographic information systems and highresolution weather forecasting to the management of plant diseases.
Seem has conducted research in Australia, New Zealand and Norway, and provided technical
assistance in Hungary, Morocco, and the People’s Republic of China. He has produced over 150
research publications with his graduate students and support staff. As associate director, he is part
of the Station’s management team with specific responsibilities for research farm operations and
the outlying facilities in Fredonia. In recent years Seem has focused on the Station's interaction
with other research stations in the Northeast and across the nation, as well as relationships with
federal agencies.

Jim Hunter Meets with Faculty
and Staff

Director Jim Hunter met with faculty and staff in two separate meetings on Tuesday,
November 4, to share firsthand his reasons for leaving the directorship of the Station by
January 1, 2004, rather than at the end of June. Dr. Hunter also shared current budget
information, and the projected budget over the next three years based upon assumptions
that he and finance manager Jim Moravec have been given.
Referring to a rather grim budget forecast, Dr. Hunter said, “We have to build the future
of the Station, not just stand back and let it happen.” He also noted that, “the staff at the
Station is dedicated and works hard, to maximum efficiency. In Geneva, we accomplish
more with fewer people than most campuses do.”
At the end of his remarks, Station staff gave Dr. Hunter a standing ovation.
The meetings were held to help prepare faculty and staff for the Monday, November 10
meetings with Dean Susan Henry and Sr. Assoc. Dean Bill Fry, at 9 a.m. and 10 a.m..
respectively.
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Experiment Station Increases its Field
Research Capacity
he Experiment Station has added the 75-acre Gates Farm to the 730 acres of
available research land being used by the Station for field trials. The additional
land will allow the implementation of a new crop rotation schedule and insure the
integrity of field trials at the Station.
“It is vital that we continue our efforts to provide high-quality research facilities for
our faculty and staff, thus allowing them to continue to provide the best information on
fruit and vegetable crop production and protection,” said Bob Seem, associate director.
The Gates Farm will be divided between fruit and vegetable research. Some of the
fruit field space will allow the Station’s highly successful apple breeding program to
expand under the leadership of Professor Susan Brown, while 15 acres are part of a
study run by Professor George Abawi on soil health.
The farm was purchased from Rosalie Kneut in 2001, and is located on Gates Road in
Geneva, NY, contiguous with the Station’s Robbins and Fucey Farms. The Station's
Field Research Unit, managed by Mark Scott, spent over 2,000 man-hours improving
the farm’s infrastructure to meet the needs of Station scientists. Improvements include
access roads, a surface water management system, 6,500 feet of underground irrigation
lines, 10,000 feet of deer fence, and 30,000 feet of subsurface drainage, bringing the
cost of the farm to $400,000.
“There was some second guessing about developing this farm during difficult finan
cial times, but it is in such times when New York’s farmers most need the support of
their state institutions,” said Seem.
The addition of new faculty, the expansion of some programs at the Station over the
last decade and the turnover of some research land for the development of the Cornell
Agriculture and Food Technology Park have created a greater demand for field research
space. In order to prevent overuse, an ideal crop rotation would allow only half of the
fields to be used in a given year. Crops like alfalfa would be grown in the other half to
help the soil restore nutrients and organic matter. In recent years, demand for field space
at the Station was so high that as much as 80 percent of fields were in use during a given
year. In light of the strain this places on soil health, Stephen Reiners, an associate pro
fessor in horticultural sciences, developed a crop rotation plan with the aim of restoring
soil quality.
Reiners identified lack of uniformity as the greatest problem researchers faced as a
result of the heavy use of field space. In order to maximize the use of space, a large field
project might use land that had been divided into different plots the year before. If one
of those plots had been in a rest year and the other had not, there would be different
levels of soil quality and compaction across the research trial.
“You could be looking at your results, and you’d have to ask yourself, is this because
of different products I've applied, or is this because of soil differences?" said Reiners.
Poor soil quality can also create additional strain on plants, making them more suscep
tible to diseases and pests.
Reiners explained that the goal of most field studies is to recreate the conditions on a
working farm, where farmers are better able to predict land needs and plan appropriate
rotation schedules.
“An effective rotation would have been very difficult without the extra land,” he said.
“The Gates Farm will give us the additional space we need to give fields some rest.”
Rotation will allow researchers to better emulate commercial conditions and improve
the applicability of their work to New York’s fruit and vegetable producers.
“We are working hard to keep the Experiment Station the best facility of its kind in
the country,” said Seem. “The Gates Farm enhances our ability to carry out fruit and
vegetable research.”

(BRIEFS, continued)
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some of the most important horticultural
literature to be had at the time.
Come view the collection of Prince Nurs
ery items on display at Cornell's Frank A.
Lee Library in Geneva. The display in
cludes early 19th century handwritten led
gers from the Prince Nursery as well as
pressed botanical specimens, broadsides,
advertisements, photos, books and more!
On display through March 1,2004.

to everyone who
the Pumpkin and Apple CookOff Thursday at the Sawdust
cafe. The turnout was great,
and all of the food disap
peared!

The, Winners Ar&:
• Best Savory Dish
Pumpkin Strata by Kat Kittel
• Best Sweet Dish
Fresh Apple Cake by
Michelle Rose
• Most Innovative use of
Pumpkins or Apples (both!)
Pumpkin Apple Sausage
Soup by Peter
^
Cousins
__ v*
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CALENDAR of EVENTS

SEMINARS, continued
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Understand Plant Responses
to Pseudomonas - Syringae
pv. Tomato: Identification of
a Signal Transduction Path
way that Modulates Host Cell
Death Associated with Both
Immunity and Disease.

---------- MEETINGS----------CHAIRS’ & UNIT LEADERS MEETING
Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, November 13, 2003
3 - 4.30 PM
264 Roberts Hall

CALS CHAIRS’ MEETING
Date:
Time:
Place:

Tuesday, November 18, 2003
1:30 PM
G -19 Hedrick Hall

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:
Subject:

SEMINARS
Plant Path
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Subject:

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Subject:

Tuesday, November 11, 2003
3:30 PM (Coffee at 3 PM)
Room A 133, Barton Lab
Dr. Sally A. Miller, Dept, of
Plant Pathology, Ohio State
University, Wooster, Ohio
Integrated Management of
Vegetable Diseases: Lessons
from Home and Abroad.
Tuesday. November 18, 2003
3:30 PM (Coffee at 3 PM)
Room A 133, Barton Lab
Dr. Larry Smart, Environmen
tal Science and Forestry. Syra
cuse
Genetic Improvment of Wil
low: It’s Not Just for Baskets
Anymore.

LTC
Date:
Wednesday, November 12,2003
Time:
10 A M -N oon
Place:
LTC
Subject: PowerPoint Workshop
Instructor: Clare van den Blink and
Carrie Sanzone
Date:
Wednesday, November 19,2003
Time:
8-11 AM
Place:
LTC
Subject: Open Lab
Facilitator: Jane Irwin

Speaker:
Subject:

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:
Subject:

Wednesday, November 12, 2(X)3
4 PM
FST Conference Room,
second floor
David Hay, Geneva
Response of Malolactic Activ
ity to pH Stress.
Wednesday, November 19. 2003
4 PM
FST Conference Room,
second floor
Professor Kail Siebert, Geneva
Recent Developments in
Protein-Polyphenol Haze.

Hort Science
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:
Subject:

Monday, November 10, 2003
11 AM
Jordan Hall Staff Room
Olga del Pozo, Ithaca
Use of Functional Genomics to

FOR RENT: Spacious 1 bedroom apartment, furnished,
ground floor, behind main house, separate entrance, pri
vate, country setting, suitable for one or two adults.
Available December 1st. $450/month includes all utili
ties. reverse osm osis drinking water. Sat. TV. DSL. 4.5
miles north o f The Station. (315) 548-4018 after 5:30pm.
hsl6@ cornell.edu.
FOR RENT: 4-bedroom house with 1-1/2 baths. $500
plus utilities. One year lease. 160. N. Main St.. Geneva.
No pets. References required. Call: 789-3831 ore-mail:
kw22@cornell.edu
FO R SALE: 9” SEARS Craftsman motorized table
saw;used; Excellent shape; cuts: miter, rip, and bevel:
& depth o f cuts. $170 call Debby at x2255.
WANTED: Used dog house (not a crate). Lynn Braband.
LAB45@ nysaes.cornell.edu. x2408.
FOR SALE: 1989 Buick Century 4D. V6 3.3L. auto
matic, 104K m iles. air conditioning, cruise control,
power steering, locks, seat, and windows (1 rear win
dow not working). New muffler and front brakes, runs
great. Asking: $900 or BO. Contact: Diego Genovese
at x2368, 781-9135. e-mail: dbg25@cornell.edu
F O R SA LE : Airofit exercise glider with electronic
speed/distance meter. Very good condition. $25. Call
Art at x2341
FOR SALE: Lennox gas furnace. Rated input 75,000
BTU per hour. Rated output 60.000 BTU per hour. $200.
Electric Water Heater: Quik Flo Energy Saver. 30 gal.
$50 or B/O. E-mail Keith at krc6. work-781-5318.
home-548-2516.

Date:
Thursday, November 20. 2003
Time:
9-11 AM
Place:
LTC
Subject: Library Resources
Instructor: Marty Schlabach

Food Science
Date:
Time:
Place:

Monday, November 17. 2003
11 AM
Jordan Hall Staff Room
Donna Gibson, USDA-ARS,
Ithaca
Taxol from Plant Cell Culture:
A Case Study in Developing
Alternative Production Tech
nologies for Valuable Plant
Product.

CLASSIFIEDS, continued

— FITNESS
Aerobics
Date:
Time:
Place:

Mon. & Fri.
12:10- 1 PM
Sawdust Cafe

Taekardio
Date:
Time:
Place:

Mon. & Wed.
12:10- 1PM
Jordan Hall Auditorium
SPECIAL NOTE
Taekardio for Wednesday, November 26
has been cancelled.

CLASSIFIED
FOR RENT: A 4-bedroom house with I - 1/2 baths at
160 N. Main St., Geneva. $500 plus utilities. One year
lease. No pets. References and deposit are required. If
interested, please call 789-3831 for Virginia or e-mail
Kwai at kw22@ postoffice.mail.comell.edu.
FOR SALE: Very nice professional office desk. 60” x
30”.Brown leather, amied swivel chair. $75. for both.
Call Ann Shelton at 789-2310.

SAVE THE DATE
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Monday, December 1
9 AM - 2:30 PM
Jordan Hall Auditorium

Holiday
Craft Fair
& Book Sale/Exchange
November8, 2003
10 A M - 3 P M * Jordan Hall
Christmas decorations, ceramics,
dolls, baskets, paintings, jewelry, wooden
crafts, needlework, tinsmithing, dried
flowers and much more. Refreshments
w ill be available.

