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Itching to Plant?

For an early dose of fresh peas and carrots, 
plan on attending the 2003 NYS Vegetable 
Conference, Feb. 10-13, at the Holiday Inn 
Syracuse and Convention Center on Electron
ics Parkway in Liverpool, NY. This is the 
same location the conference has been held 
for a number of years. It is the first confer
ence under the co-executive directorship of 
Jeff and Lindy Kubecka. The 2003 confer
ence is dedicated to Jean Warholic, the out
going executive director, who served in the 
position for 16 years.

The statewide conference draws about 500 
people per day for each of three days and is 
one of the most educational forums around. 
It is well attended by commercial growers 
interested in improving their existing crop 
production, growing new crops, and explor
ing new markets, as well as Cornell research 
and extension people, and crop consultants.

As in the past, the conference will feature 
educational sessions that focus on fresh mar
ket, storage and processing, attracting vegetable 
growers statewide. A full trade show with more 
than 80 exhibitors is also a must-stop.

The topic of the 2003 Becker Forum on Mon
day, February 10, is “Preparing for Change: 
Securing Your Place and Profit in the Food 
Chain,” from 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The focus will 
be on agricultural marketing, the evolving re
tail system in the U.S., competitive strategies, 
how to maintain customer loyalty, and produc
tion from a grower’s and processor’s perspec
tive. Pre-registration is required.

Other topics that will be addressed during 
the conference are largely crop oriented. They 
include: potatoes, cabbage, carrots/beets/ soil 
health, labor and beans and peas on Feb. 11. 
On Wednesday, the focus will be on sweet 
corn, onions, and innovative practices. Thurs-
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New Publication on Agricultural Biotechnology
Now Available

I f you are looking for a thoughtful, balanced publication that answers fundamental ques
tions about how and why genetically engineered food crops are developed, whether 
they are safe for humans and the environment, and how they affect the global food 

system, pick up a copy of “Agricultural Biotechnology: Informing the Dialogue”— the 
latest publication from the Experim ent Station and the College of A griculture & Life 
Sciences (CALS).

“The purpose of this publication is to help 
the public become more knowledgeable about 
the issues surrounding biotechnology, and de
velop a common understanding of its benefits 
and risks,” said Tony Shelton, chief architect 
of the publication, professor of entomology, 
and then associate director of research for 
CALS.

It will be widely distributed to high school 
science teachers in New York State, state and 
federal legislators, Cornell Cooperative Ex
tension educators throughout New York, and 
g row er, fo o d , in d u stry , and co n su m er 
groups across the country.

“Educational institution can help shed 
some light on the dialogue about agricul
tural biotechnology by identifying the is
sues and presenting information to the pub
lic about what we do and do not know about these issues,” said Dean Susan A. Henry, 
who spearheaded the publication’s release along with associate dean Jim Hunter.

“The faculty and adm inistration recognize there is a public dialogue on agricul
tural biotechnology,” Dean Henry said, acknowledging that not everyone will agree 
with what is written. “Our aim is to present information in a thoughtful, balanced 
way.”

The brochure was also intended for high school students, and was w ritten at a high 
school reading level. “Some biology teachers in New York have avoided discussing 
biotechnology because they are uncomfortable with the literature and the technology’s 
t r e a t m e n t  in t h e  p o p u l a r  m e d i a , ”  s a i d  S h e l t o n .  “ T h e  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  som e
thing with balance and substance. From what we have heard from science teachers, 
this brochure meets their needs.”

Calling it “comprehensive and balanced,” Richard Jones, dean of research and director 
of the Florida Agricultural Experim ent Station, praised the publication because it 
discusses transgenics in the historical contexts of biology, genetics, and plant im 
provement. “The discussion of transgenics in light of the inherent public skepticism  
of new technologies of the past is also valuable,” he said. “ It will be a valuable 
resource as we address the topic with our peers, our clientele, and the public.”

The publication packs 14 “ inform ation m odules” into 28 full-color pages, with
(Continued on page 2)
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These fine Station fo lk (and 
parts o f Station folk) appear in 
various photographs in the new 
"Agricultural Biotechnology: 
Inform ing the Dialogue" 
publication, just released by 
Communications Services.

(PUBLICATION, continued)

photographs and illustrations.
First, it provides background on what 

biotechnology is and reviews basic con
cepts in biology and agriculture, includ
ing what a gene is, how life form s share 
genes, how agriculture developed over 
the last 10,000 years, what trad itional 
plant breeding entails, and also identifies 
some of the pioneers in the field. It then 
goes on to discuss ag biotech as it relates 
to food safety, human health, the envi
ronment, global food system s, as well as 
the technology’s developm ent, control 
and regulation. One m odule d iscusses 
ethical and religious values, agricultural 
sustainability, and labeling of transgenic 
fo o d s . A n o th e r m o d u le  re v ie w s  ag 
biotech issues in the m edia, including 
transgenic papaya, the M onarch butter
fly controversy, and S tarL ink  corn. A 
two-page glossary of term s and list of 
references is included.

Several people from Geneva have roles 
in the pictorial layout that range from  the 
substantive to the cameo. They include 
Julie Kikkert, Dennis G onsalves, Helene 

D illa rd , M ic h e le  H o ld e n , E w a

B o rejsza-W ysocka, Rob W ay’s hand, 
G em m a O sborne, and John and O lga 
Padilla-Z akour’s yellow Ford Escape.

The publication is part of CA LS’ on
going effort to inform the public about 
controversial issues. A committee on ag
ricu ltural b io technology appointed  by 
Dean Susan Henry in 2000 developed the 
brochure over a period of three years. The 
publication was written by Shelton, with 
assistance from Cornell professors with 
p a rticu la r expertise : rural socio log ist 
Tom Lyson, science com m unication spe
cialist Bruce Lewenstein, educator Janet 
Hawkes, animal scientist Dale Bauman, 
and plant pathologist Herb Aldwinckle. 
C om m ents by focus groups in p lan t 
breeding, and other players on the na
tional ag biotech field were incorporated 
into the final publication.

Communications Services in Geneva pro
duced the publication and is managing its dis
tribution. Concept and project management

by Linda McCandless; design and layout by 
Elaine Gotham; photographs and digital op
timizing by Fred Hickey, Joe Ogrodnick and 
Rob Way; editing and proofreading by Peter 
Seem, Ogrodnick and McCandless; photo as
set and permission management by Gemma 
Osborne; web production by Way. Previous 
prototypes included a poster series and an 8- 
page brochure that was developed in Geneva 
in 2000 by Hunter, Aldwinckle, Shelton and 
McCandless and used extensively for edu
cation and outreach.

Other outreach efforts in the Station’s ag 
biotech “series” includes the “W hat’s In 
Store” brochure produced in conjunction with 
Wegman’s in 2001, the two-day Ag Biotech 
conference held in Ithaca in November 2000 
(available in video format on-line), and a new, 
shorter tri-fold on the subject produced in 
conjunction with other land grant universi
ties that will be available for distribution in 
late January.

These efforts and other information about 
agricultural biotechnology can be viewed 
at www.nysaes.comell.edu/agbiotech. In
formation is also available at www.geo- 
pie.cornell.edu

Copies of the publication are available 
for $3 each, plus postage, from Commu
nications Services, call Gemma at X2248 
or email gro2@comell.edu. Discounts for 

multiple copies 
are available. 
L.McCandless
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LABO R ATO R Y
IN S P E C TIO N S

TR AINING
LEARN HOW TO CONDUCT YOUR 

OWN LAB INSPECTIONS!
January 17, 2003 

10:00- 12:00
Jordan Hall Auditorium

EH&S is offering a 2-hour training presentation designed to assist 
you in conducting your own lab inspections. You will be provided 
with information on what issues to look for, what corrective actions 
to take and identify the best management practices to prevent 
future problems. The program covers inspection areas related to 
EPA, OSHA, Fire Safety and NYS building code regulations and is 
also designed to assist laboratories prepare for the voluntary 
workplace consultations being offered through EH&S.
Don't miss out on this Informative and useful tralnlngll 

S ign up no w  by calling ext. 2466 or
email Iar38

Do you ship packages containing dry ice?
How about specimens preserved in formalin?

Compressed gases? Hazardous chemicals?
Infectious (to humans or animals) sub

stances?
If you package, label, or otherwise prepare for shipment items 

like these that are defined as Hazardous Materials or “Dangerous 
Goods” by recently revised Federal regulations, then specific re
quirements for preparing the packages and receiving periodic train
ing apply to you.

Want to learn more????
Jordan Hall Auditorium • January 23, 2003 

First Session: 11:00 a.m. -  12:00 p.m.
Second Session: 1:30 p.m. -  2:30 p.m.

Pre-registration is required. Please call EH&S at extension 2466

(BRIEFS, continued)
day, the focus is on pumpkins, tomatoes and 
peppers, adding cut flowers to your produc
tion mix, and melons and squash.

As in the past, ,Comell researchers from 
both Ithaca and Geneva will be featured 
prominently in the educational sessions over 
three days.

Another highlight is the conference social 
which takes place Wednesday night from 
5:30-7 pm.

For more information, or to attend the con
ference, contact the NYS VGA office at 315- 
687-5734 no later than Monday, Feb. 3.

THANK
A very special thank you to everyone who 

made my retirement dinner such a special 
event. I will always remember your smiles, 
kind words and friendships. Best wishes for 
success in the challenges of the New Year!

Judy Birkett

—  SAVE THE DATES------

"VS®
*§ala Dinner 8t 
premier c\j|/ine 

Âuction
#pril 4, 2003

Casa Larga Vineyards, in Fairport, NY
More information about the event will be 

posted at http://www.nysaes.comell.edu/fst/vb 
as it becomes available.

For tickets, contact Nancy Long at 
npll@cornell.edu
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
JANUARY 10 - 17, 2003

SEMINARS 
HORT SCIENCE

Date: Monday, January 13, 2003
Time: 11 AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Subject: Semiochemicals and speciation

in fruit fly maggots and moths. 
Speaker: Dr. Wendell Roelofs, Geneva

ENTOMOLOGY
Date: Thursday, January 16, 2003
Time: 10:30 AM
Place: Rm .310 Barton Laboratory
Subject: Detection, impact and m an

agement of the western coni
fer seed bug, Leptoglossus 
occidentalism in lodgepole pine 
seed orchards.

Speaker: Dr. Sarah Bates, Geneva

FITNESS
Aerobics

Date: Mon. & Fri.
Time: 12:10- 1PM
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Taekardio
Date: Mon. & Wed.
Time: 1 2 :1 0 -1PM
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

LTC
Due to Jane Irwin’s absence, the Open 

Labs that had been scheduled for the next 
month have been cancelled. Please contact 
library staff if you have questions.

CLASSIFIEDS- - - - - - - - - -
FO R  RENT: Large 3 bedroom 1/2 house for rent on 
Rose Street (near hospital) in G eneva. Fenced in back 
yard and basement storage included. Alternate side o f  
street parking. $475 per month plus utilities and w a
ter. Lease required. Contact p m m l9  or call 2394  for 
more information.

B O T T L E  A N D  C AN D R IV E . Saturday. January 18, 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Nester H ose Fire Company 
Geneva Street - Geneva. Drop o ff your bottles and cans 
any time during the designated hours. Proceeds to ben
efit the G eneva High School C lass o f  2003 Substance 
Free Graduation Party. Your donations would be ap
preciated!

F O R  SA L E : M auve/grey couch. 7 ’3”L x 36” W x 
36”H. It w ouldn’t fit through my sister-in-law's apart
ment door so now it’s for sale- never been sat on. B e
cause it was on clearance for $350, it could not be re
turned, asking $300. Contact Cathy at x2367 or Gregg 
Heidenreieh x2433.

JANUARY 10 - 17, 2003
(CLASSIFIEDS, continued)

FO R  SALE: Baby lop-eared rabbits, 6 weeks old. $ 10. 
each. Bring the kids to pick one out. Contact John 
Ludwig at JWL2, x2407, or 539-3155.

FO R  SA L E : 1996 Red Toyota Corolla. Autom atic 
transm ission, air conditioning. Excellent condition, 
clean inside and out and a smooth runner. 100 K miles. 
$3,750 or B/O. Call x2420, e-mail sm 90@ cornell.edu  
or 315-789-9540.

FO R  SALE: 1995 Ford Explorer XLT 4 x 4 ,6-eyl, auto. 
AC, cruise control, power steering, windows, lock, and 
mirrors. Stereo + 6xC D -changer, m oonroof. 103k 
miles. The car is grey metallic and in good condition. 
Asking $6 ,200 or BO. Contact U lf and Dace at 315- 
789-6169  or ulf.erlandsson® intentia.se

W A N TED : sewing/mending jobs. Can shorten, patch, 
replace zippers and buttons etc. hlw7 @ nysaes.comell.edu 
or call 2433.

FO R  RENT: Large 1 bedroom apartment, walking dis
tance from Station. $500/m onth plus electric. Secu
rity deposit required. Contact dbc 10 or 781 -1808.

F O R  SA L E : professional drafting table, Hamilton  
VR20. 3 ’x 5 \  power lift, excellent condition, $300. Call 
Dave x2496.

SAVE THE DATE 
Ja n u a ry  25, 2003

COME CELEBRATE THE 
RETIREMENTS OF 

Jerry Johnston, John Pollino 
& Barry Smith

Abigail’s Restaurant
1978 Rts. 5 & 20, Waterloo

Contact John VanderWelde for details 
& tickets. x2380 or JJv1@cornell.edu

S aae *Dcite
Station Club 

Bowling Party 
March 1, 2003

UP FOR BID
The following vehicles are up for bid. Please send sealed bids to the B&P Office, 

questions can be directed to A1 Fairbrother at ext. 2304. Bids will be opened on 
January 20th, 2003 at 1:30 pm in the B&P Office.

1994 Chevy Corsica, Good Condition, 110K, Min. bid $1000.
1994 Chevy Corsica, Good Condition, 123K, Min. bid $900.
1982 Chevy Pick-Up, Poor Condition, 74K, Min. bid $500.
1990 Dodge Sedan, Good Condition, 126K, Min bid $500.
1986 Dodge 4x4 Pick-Up, Fair Condition, 96K, Min bid $1900.
1986 Dodge Pick-Up, Good Condition, 89K, Min bid $850.
1987 GMC Pick-Up, Fair Condition, 69K, Min bid $550.
1987 GMC Pick-Up, Good Condition, 53K, Min. bid $850.
1988 Dodge Full Size Van, Good Condition, 132K, Min. bid $800.

FOR SALE
Cobey Farm Trailer - dump type with tailgates at both ends of 
trailer, 4’ x 8’ inside box. Tires shot. $200 minimum bid.

150 gal. skid type FMC Hydraulic Sprayer - Kohler engine, Bean 
pump, metal tank as is, best offer.

Sealed bids should be turned into Mark L. Scott at FRU by 1PM 
Jan 24th 1 PM. Bid should include item bidding on, bid, name and 
phone number. Successful bidder will have 5 business days to pay.

mailto:sm90@cornell.edu
mailto:JJv1@cornell.edu

