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BRIEFS
Message from the Vice Provost

Recent events have heightened the aware
ness of biological safety issues and have re
sulted in greater regulatory scrutiny of the 
use, transport, and containment of poten
tially hazardous biological materials and 
new levels of accountability for Research 
Universities. To meet the new challenge of 
ensuring strict compliance with all federal, 
state, and institutional policies, Cornell Uni
versity has formed an Institutional Biosafety 
Committee (IBC). This new committee is 
charged with the responsibility to review all 
University research and teaching activities 
involving the use of biohazardous agents. 
These materials include: recombinant DNA; 
human, animal, and plant pathogens regu
lated by N1H. CDC, or APHIS; biological 
toxins; and gene therapy agents.

The IBC will carry out the university’s 
Biosafety Program in the acquisition, use, 
training, transfer, storage, disposal, and 
emergency response procedures, emphasiz
ing good biological safety practices that pro
tect university personnel, the general pub
lic, and the environment. The IBC will ab
sorb the duties formerly handled by the Re
combinant DNA Committee and will coor
dinate activities with the Institutional Ani
mal Care and Use Committee, the Univer
sity Committee on Humans Subjects, and 
the Biohazard Committee at the Cornell Vet
erinary College.

Investigators engaged in any research or 
teaching activities that utilize any of the 
agents mentioned above must submit a 
Memorandum of Understanding and Agree
ment to the new IBC for review and ap
proval. All researchers should consult the 
IBC website (http://www.osp.cornell.edu/ 
Compliance/IBC.html) for further informa
tion and instructions to ensure compliance.

(Continued on page 2)

Cornell Receives $345,000 from NYS for 
Agricultural Research

T he New York State 
D epartm ent of 
A g ricu ltu re  and 

Markets will provide $1.2 
million through their Spe
cialty Crop funding to sup
port New York State’s spe
cialty crop industry. Of 
that, $345,000 will go to 
C ornell U niversity  re
searchers, with an addi
tional $75,000 to the Lake 
Erie Regional Grape Re
search and Extension Pro
gram, which the Experi
ment Station jointly oper
ates a long with the 
Chautauqua County De
partment of Economic De
velopment and the Lake 
Erie Regional Grape Re
search and Extension Program, Inc.

The announcement was made by NYS Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets, 
Nathan Rudgers, at the Lake Erie Regional Grape Research and Extension facility, in 
Fredonia, NY, on August 15. “The Department [o f Ag. c& Markets] is very pleased by the 
number of quality proposals received for this funding opportunity,” said Rudgers. “The 
specialty crops grown in New York State are indeed special and important to New York’s 
agricultural industry. The projects awarded funding will help ensure that agriculture in 
New York State will remain diverse and thrive into the future.”

In the competitive grant process, 31 projects totalling $1,185,000 were funded from 
the one-time appropriation of $169 million that Congress allocated to the states for spe
cialty crops. New York received $3.1 million of these funds, which also helped launch 
the Pride of New York Program and New York City market development.

Researchers at the Experiment Station received $ 166,000 from the specialty crop fund. 
Phillip Griffiths, assistant professor in the horticultural sciences department, was awarded 
$35,344 for a project to develop virus-resistant snap bean varieties. Terence Robinson, 
associate professor from the same department, received $32,710 to develop an integrated 
fruit production protocol to improve European market potential for New York apples.
Two more projects from the horticultural sciences department received funding, both 
managed by professor emeritus Richard Robinson. His program to breed New York pump
kins for multiple disease resistance received $21,622, and his program to breed improved 
varieties of endive, escarole and chicory was awarded $17,488. John Roberts, assistant 
professor in food science and technology, directs a program aimed to provide a market

(Continued on page 2)

Robert Seem (left), associate director, and Randall J. 
Brown (righ t), specia l p ro jec ts  consu lta n t to the 
Chautauqua County IDA and Department o f Economic 
Development, were present to hear Nathan Rudgers 
(center), Commissioner o f NYS Ag & Markets, announce 
the winners o f the competitive Specialty Crop Grants.

http://www.osp.cornell.edu/
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(BRIEFS, continued)
In many instances, an approved MU A must 

be in place prior to the start of the research.
Failure to comply with IBC regulations and 

policies could result in suspension of research 
activities and/or forfeiture of federal, state, 
and university research funds. Failure to com
ply with NIH Guidelines for Recombinant 
DNA and Gene Transfer could result in uni
versity-wide forfeiture of NIH funds.

Your immediate attention to this matter is 
appreciated.

Robert C. Richardson, 
Vice Provost fo r  Research

NY Ag and Markets Consumer Alerts
Three consumer alerts were released by 

NY Ag & Markets concerning two cases of 
undeclared sulfites and one case of unde
clared walnuts in foods. “Kamayan Sweet 
Chick Peas” were sold from EV Enterprises 
Ltd. The product is packaged in a 24-oz. 
glass jar with code 27911286. It was sold 
in the Queens area.

Hanrni Incorporated, located at 365 
TenEyck Street, Brooklyn, NY 11206, is re
calling 16 oz. packages of sweet potatoes 
because the product contains undeclared 
sulfites. The Wang brand dried sweet potato, 
a product of China, is distributed in uncoded 
16 oz. plastic bags. Product was distributed 
in the New York metropolitan area.

Starway Incorporated, located at 137 
Grattan Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11237, is re
calling 8.75 oz. packages of Royal Family 
Food Co. Rice Fruit Cakes because the prod
uct contains undeclared walnuts. The re
called rice fruit cakes are packaged in plas
tic bags containing 12 individually wrapped 
cakes. The outer packaging bears UPC code 
4711931220400. The product was distrib
uted in the New York metropolitan area.

People with severe sensitivity to sulfites 
or walnuts are advised to avoid the appro
priate products. Sulfites can cause deadly 
reactions in asthmatics and others suffer
ing su/fite allergies. The consumption of 
walnuts by allergic individuals has been re
ported to elicit severe reactions. Life threat
ening and anaphylactic shock could occur 
in certain sensitive individuals upon con
sumption of walnuts and products contain
ing walnuts. No illness or adverse reaction 
resulting from consumption of these prod
uct has been reported.

(AG. RESEARCH, continued)
analysis of new sauerkraut blends to enhance the sales of New York cabbage, and received 
$14,000. Also from Geneva, William Turechek, assistant professor in plant pathology, was 
awarded $45,000 for a program to develop enhanced integrated pest management approaches 
to managing the strawberry sap beetle.

The Lake Erie program in Fredonia received $75,000 for program development and site 
preparation for its 21s' Century Vineyard Laboratory Project. When fully implemented, the 
project will provide 30 additional acres for field trials, a new access road, additional meeting 
space for extension-based education programs, and a modern juice and wine quality laboratory. 
The enhancements to infrastructure will aid the facility in attracting and retaining top graduate 
students, research faculty and extension personnel.

“The grant to the Lake Erie Regional Grape Research and Extension Program, Inc. will 
permit the grape industry, Chautauqua County, and Cornell to continue the revitalization pro
cess of the Vineyard Laboratory facilities at Fredonia,” said associate director Bob Seem.

Funding for researchers on Cornell’s Ithaca campus included $19,902 to Paul Curtis in the 
department of natural resources to assess the ShuRoo device for reducing deer damage to 
orchards, and $29,048 to Michael Hoffmann with the Integrated Pest Management Program, to 
evaluate biodegradable nonwoven fibers to manage pests of specialty crops. Walter DeJong, in 
plant breeding, received $75,000 for accelerated development of potato varieties resistant to a 
new race of the golden nematode. Joseph Hotchkiss, chair of food science, received $10,000 to 
develop a process and packaging to extend the shelf life of apple slices. Rui Hai Liu, also in 
food science, received $75,000 to quantify the health benefits of New York onions.

P. Seem

Carabelle W. Hessney, 77, of 848 Canandaigua Road, died Sept. 16, in Geneva Gen
eral Hospital. Carabelle was a retired entomology technician at the Station.

Carrie first came to work at the Station from 1942-43, when she worked in the dairy 
department with Dr. S.E. Lienk, and again from 1945-48, when she worked in the feed 
and fertilizer department with Dr. Dahlberg. Her continuous employment at the Sta
tion started in 1969 when she was hired as a lab assistant to Dr. Ron Kuhr, in entomol
ogy. She became a research technician I in 1970 and was reclassified as as research 
technician II in 1977.

When Dr. David Soderlund was hired in 1978, she became the chief technician in 
his insecticide toxicology research laboratory, assisting in research on the metabolism 
of insecticides and other insect control chemicals in insects. She had oversight and 
responsibility for the use of radioisotopes in the Soderlund lab and trained many post 
docs, visiting scientists and technicians to perform insecticide metabolism studies.

“Carrie was a faithful and exellent technician,” remembers Soderlund, who joined 
the Station faculty in 1978. “She was an excellent practitioner of complex experimen
tal procedures in work that called for scrupulous lab techniques and the ability to 
generate results. Technicians at the Station sometimes go unrecognized,” he noted. 
“One overarching attribute to Carrie's work was her sense o f  priife in the quality of her 
work. She had a craftman’s attitude-the kind of attitude that makes technicians at the 
Experiment Station in a variety of research programs a real asset. It is an attitude we 
prize and like to reward.”

Carabelle is survived by her two sons, Eric Hessney of Dresden, and Jon M. 
Hessney of Penn Yan, and one sister, Emojean Ware, of Geneva. Mary Lou Hessney, 
a technician in Brian Nault’s laboratory in entomology, is her daughter-in-law.

Contributions in her memory may be made to the Finger Lakes Health Foundation.
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Participants in the annual SAGES volleyball tourney.

Bump, Set, Have Fun

T he annual SAGES volleyball tournament was held on Saturday, September 7, at the 
Jordan Hall fields. The event, which was coordinated by SAGES president Megan 
Kennedy, had over 30 participants from all walks of the Station. Teams of either 

four or five players were selected randomly as names were drawn from a hat before the 
tournament. First, the names of two women were drawn for each team, then two men; the 
fifth member could be either a man or woman.

The tournament was broken up into two stages. In the first stage, each team played 15 
games as they met every other team in a three-game match, where a game consisted of the 
first team to make 15 points. There were three nets on the field so all the teams could play 
simultaneously. Teams were awarded one point for each game won. This stage lasted well 
over two hours and became a real test of endurance on the unseasonable warm Saturday. 
The four teams who won the most games in this stage advanced to, best-two-out-of-three, 
single elimination playoffs.

The final match came down to the “Net Stumplers” of Audrey Maillard, Janice Colon, 
Joy Bolar and Kris Silver versus the “Crazy Wipers” of Jodi Creasap, Valeria Acquarone, 
Nese Basaran, Ulf Erlandsson, and Ken Bell. It was fitting the final was between these two 
teams as they had qualified for the playoff with the most points. It was a hard-fought match 
between two very tired teams but, in the end, despite their rather off-beat name, the Crazy 
Wipers emerged with two game 15-7 and 15-12 victories, making them the champions.

Both teams should be congratulated, though, as the Net Stumplers not only had a better 
name, but they didn't have a sub and were one of the two teams where all of their players 
had to play every point in every match. This also marked the second year in a row Nese 
Basaran was on the winning team.

Both teams received t-shirts from SAGES for their prizes.
The best cheerleader of the day was Roumen Penev and the “most intimidating at the 

net” were the big guys, Alejandro Valencia and Ulf Erlandsson. The disc jockey for the day 
was Daria Penev, who brought some high-powered dance music to set the proper mood. 
Treats were provided by SAGES and by Food Science alum, Valeria Acquarone, who now 
works for Mars Candy.

Megan would like to thank other SAGES officers— Nese Basaran, Jodi Creasap, and 
Melissa Mundo— who helped with the planning of the event. Megan also wanted to thank 
the crew that helped her set up the day before: Lorenza Conterno, Roumen Penev, Jose 
Vidal, Mickael Malnoy, Kris Silver and Alejandro Valencia. Finally, she would also like to 
thanks Wendell Roelofs for donating the third net.

When asked about the day, Megan said, “Everyone showed great sportsmanship and all 
had a fun day!”

J. Zakour

S t a t i o n  
<5ook Sa le  $  
^ raft Show

J t ’s time to start 
planning the next 
E xperim ent Station
®ook Sale/^raft 8^ow»
which will take place on 
Saturday, November 9, 
2002 in Jordan JJall, 
any Stati°n employees 
would like to be on the 
m ailing lis t for a 
vendor’s table, please 
contact ^emma Osborne 
at 787-2248 or gro2 or 
mail to egommunications 
Services, Jordan JIall.

mm fmf
Free Flu Shots for active faculty 
and staff; $12 for retirees, 
students, family members.

Sawdust Cafe. 
10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 

October 24
Cornell ID is required for the free 

shot. If you do not have a Cornell 
ID card contact Charie Hibbard in 
Human Resources, Jordan Hall; e- 
mail: cah3.

If you can’t make the October 24 
clinic, flu shots will be available at 
the Geneva Benefair scheduled for 
December 5.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 20 - 27,2002

MEETINGS 
Chairs’ & Directors

Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2002
Time: 3:00 PM
Place: 348 Morrison Hall

~ ~ —  SEMINARS 
Plant Path

Date: Friday, September 27, 2002
Time: 3:30 PM, Coffee at 3 PM
Place: Room A 133, Barton Lab
Subject: Discovery of New Viruses

Causing Graft-incompatibility 
in Young Grape Plants 

Speaker: Dr. Jerry K. Uyemoto, Depart
ment of Plant Pathology, 
University of California, Davis

FST
Date: Wednesday, September 25,2002
Time: 10:30 AM
Place: Food Science Conference Room
Subject: “The Design of a Continuous

Flow Microwave Pasteuriza
tion System for Apple Cider 
Using 5-hydroxymethyl Fur
fural as a Measure of Process 
Lethality”

Speaker: Trevor Gentry, PhD Candidate,
Geneva

FITNESS
Aerobics

Date: Monday and Friday
Time: 1 2 :1 0 -1:00 PM
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Taekardio
Date: Monday and Wednesday, Sep

tember 23, 25,2002 
Time: 12:10- 1:00 PM
Place: Jordan Hal! Auditorium

CLASSIFIED
FOR SALK: Nordic Track Walk Fit. not motorized, 
upper and lower body workout with adjustable resis
tance for both. $300. Call 315-5418-3101.

YARD SALE: Lots o f children’s/baby clothes, shoes, 
toys, baby items, household items, treadmill, bike, and 
much more. Saturday only, Sept. 21. 9 AM-4 PM. 1084 
Yale Farm Rd., Romulus. 8 mi. South of 5 & 20 on 
96A, left on Yale Farm Rd.

FOR SALE: professional drafting table. Hamilton
VR20. 3’x5’. power lift, excellent condition. $300 Call 
Davex2496.

(Continued)

(CLASSIFIEDS continued)
WANTED TO RENT: House or apartment. 2/3 bed
rooms. Contact dbg25 or x2368.

FOR SALE: 1995 Dodge Intrepid. 94k. Automatic, 
good condition, NY inspection just passed. ABS, Air 
bags, Cruise control, A/C, AM/FM/Cassette, Power: 
seat, windows, mirrors and locks. Bonus: 4 winter tires 
almost new. The car is running perfectly. Asking 
$4,200 or best offer. Please contact Leo Serrano X2246 
or ls248@cornell.edu

CAR FOR SALE: 1993 light blue FordThunderbird 
in good condition with -127,000 miles. AskingS 2,800 
or best offer. Email Betsy ateab38@cornell.edu ifyou  
are interested or want more details. Selling the ve
hicle because it is 2 door and it is tough to get baby 
in/out of back seat.

FOR SALE: Boat, 1983 17’ SeaRay 192, open bow, 
Merc 140, low hours, new prop, ez/lo trailer, extras, 
exc. condition - $4500. Contact ama4@cornell.edu
or 585-288-8956.

FOR SALE: Stereo component system. Technics CD 
player, Pioneer amp and tuner, Pioneer dual cassette 
deck, Large Advent speakers (2), Oak glass-front cabi
net. All like new: $200,00. Call 789-8112.

FOR SALE: ’95 Coleman Cedar Tent Camper 
Sleeps 5, Stove, Sink, Awning & Tent. $3200 or B/O. 
Call Holly 315-539-5216 or e-mail: hak@cornell.edu

SAVE THE DATE

3 rd  Annual 
"Artist Among Us" 

Art Exhibit and 
Benefair

December 5, 2 0 0 2

Octoberfest 
St. Peters Cfiurcft

Saturday, Octobers, 2002
Cb/cPett SJ?4 -  serv/tta

t/:30  AM -  2:30 Pbt 
Homemade P/es 
Site at Auction

fitu s/c  Ay
Ayonat Pbytbm Sand

Por t/ePets ca/t:
3/m Abbott at 2303, em a/P/bat

2002 Outstanding Employee Award 
Call For Nominations

Each year the Station Club solicits nomi
nations for an Outstanding Employee. The 
Outstanding Employee will be announced 
and presented with gifts at the November 
Station Club Banquet.

Nominators should solicit letters of sup
port for a selected individual and submit all 
supporting materials to Lorraine Barry, Se
lection Committee Chair. These packets will 
be evaluated by a volunteer panel of depart- 
ment/unit representatives. All nominations 
will be confidential. The panel will convene 
and select the awardee based on criteria such 
as:

•  high degree of excellence in job perfor
mance

•  friendly demeanor along with strong in
terpersonal skills that promote team work

•  a willingness to extend themselves to 
help others

•  a commitment to the goals of the Ex
periment Station

Other considerations of the Selection 
Committee will include:

•  quality (content) of letters -  not quan
tity (number)

•  who wrote the letters (supervisors, co
workers, administrative staff, department 
chair)

•  diversity of sources for the letters (de
partment, Geneva campus, Ithaca campus, 
departed visiting scientists)

Community involvement (outside the Sta
tion) should not be a strong determining factor.

N om ination packets will be accepted 
through October 1,2002. Please send com
pleted nom ination materials to Lorraine 
Barry, Hedrick Hall.

Please take a few minutes to think about 
this and then nominate someone -  someone 
who perhaps has been long overdue for this 
recognition.

Sam the Vale
Statim Ciuk Banquet 
Friday, Hmmidm 1,2002 

(MSB
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