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BRIEFS

$5.3 M for Farm ers’ Market 
Nutrition Programs

State Agriculture Commissioner Nathan 
L. Rudgers has announced $5.3 million in 
federal funding for New York’s Farmers’ 
Market Nutrition Program (FMNP). and its 
Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program 
(SFMNP). These two unique programs 
encourage nutritionally at-risk individuals to 
improve their diets, while helping family farm
ers increase the sale of locally grown fruits 
and vegetables through farmers’ markets.

“These markets greatly contribute to the 
revitalization of many communities 
throughout New York State. I encourage 
every New Yorker to stop at their local farm
ers’ market, taste for themselves New York’s 
delicious and nutritious fresh produce, and 
make a habit of shopping locally and sup
porting local agriculture.”

The FMNP received $3,872,601 and pro
vides women and children participating in 
the Women. Infants and Children (WIC) 
Program the opportunity to buy fresh pro
duce at local farmers’ markets. More than 
260.000 New York WIC families are ex
pected to receive $24 in New York State 
Farmers’ Market Checks (twelve $2 vouch
ers). The department partners with the State 
Department of Health in administrating the 
FMNP. At selected farmers’ markets and 
WIC sites. Cornell Cooperative Extension 
provides hands-on nutrition education in
formation in fruit and vegetable selection 
and preparation.

The SFMNP received $1,457,900 and is 
tailored to low-income seniors, providing 
them with $20 worth of farmers’ market 
checks (ten $2 vouchers). SFMNP is admin
istered by the department, in conjunction 
with the State Office for the Aging, and the

(Continued on page 2)

New Sweet Cherries from Cornell 
are Too Good for the Birds

I f consumers ate as many 
sweet cherries as the birds 
seem to, fruit farmers 

might be singing a different 
tune all the way to the bank. 
On August 1, when two new 
sweet cherry varieties were re
leased by Cornell University 
fruit breeders during the 2002 
Cornell Fruit Field Day, in Or
leans County, NY, the birds, 
the farmers and the public all 
had something to crow about.

“BlackGold™  and
WhiteGold® will help fruit 

The new sweet cherry, BlackGold™, is dark red, self- ?rowers who want to diversify 
fertile, frost tolerant, and good for out-of-liand eating. It opeiations by giving
was tested as NY 13791.  ̂ them two more °Ptions to ex'

pand their plantings of stone
fruits,” said Cornell horticulturist Bob Andersen. “We have new and improved varieties 
suited to growing conditions in the Northeast, and new management techniques to im
prove quality and yield.”

BlackGold™ sweet cherries are dark red, heart-shaped, and good for fresh market and 
out-of-hand eating. WhiteGold® is yellowish-red and excellent for either fresh market or 
processed use. Both cherries are self-fertile, cold-hardy and dependable croppers. They 
are mid- to late-season bloomers, which means they have a better chance of escaping 
some late frosts, like those that destroyed most of New York’s and Canada’s sweet cherry 
crop this year. The fruit matures mid-season (typically mid-July in central New York), 
and is relatively tolerant to fruit cracking. Typical yields are 200-250 lbs per tree.

“Both varieties have been tested as grafted trees that utilize either full vigor rootstocks 
or semi-dwarfing rootstocks,” says Andersen, whose career as a stone fruit breeder spans 
more than 40 years. Semi-dwarfing rootstocks allow high-density sweet cherry orchards 
of these varieties ranging from 300 to 500 trees per acre, and will start bearing cherries in 
their third year in the orchard. Trees can keep bearing for 30 to 40 years. Because these 
particular varieties are self-fertile, farmers and home enthusiasts do not have to plant 
another variety to cross-pollinate them, he says.

So what’s the most critical aspect of harvesting a good crop? "Birds love cherries, 
too,” said Andersen. “Either plant enough trees for both the birds and your customers, or 
cover the trees with nets.”

Cherries Help Fight Cancer
Andersen has been breeding stone fruits at the Experiment Station, since 1985. In an 

effort to help the Northeast growers compete in the marketplace, he expects to release
(Continued on page 2)



AUGUST 9 ■ 16,2002

(BRIEFS, continued)
Department of Health. Senior citizens inter
ested in the SFMNP should contact their lo
cal Office for the Aging or call the New York 
State Senior Hotline at 1-800-342-9871.

USDA Creates New Biotechnology Unit
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has 

created a new unit within the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service called Bio
technology Regulatory Services (BRS) to 
focus on USDA’s key role in regulating and 
facilitating biotechnology.

The creation of BRS provides APHIS and 
its cadre of biotechnology experts with an 
opportunity to review its leadership position 
in the agriculture biotechnology field and 
speak to its stakeholders with one voice. The 
new program will focus on regulation of bio
technology, risk assessments and permitting. 
BRS will also work with foreign govern
ments to help create compatible biotechnol
ogy standards, follow industrial trends, and 
forecast scientific advancement to better regu
late the biotechnology industry.

This reorganization will also better posi
tion USDA to address the recommendations 
provided by the National Academy of Sci
ences in its February 2002 report “Environ
mental Effects of Transgenic Plants: The 
Scope and Adequacy of Regulation.” While 
the NAS report recognizes the strengths in 
APHIS’ biotechnology regulatory process, 
it also provides recommendations to enhance 
this system to make it more effective.

APHIS will be reassigning 25 staff mem
bers to this new unit and focusing approxi
mately $4 million on the effort.

APHIS Release

Cherry Growers Approve 
Marketing Amdendments

Tart cherry growers in Michigan, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Oregon, Utah, Wash
ington and Wisconsin have approved 13 
amendments to their marketing order, the 
USDA announced last month.

The growers voted on the 13 amendments 
in a referendum conducted May 20-31. 
Those amendments will: provide that all dis
tricts in the production area with annual pro
duction in excess of six million pounds be

Cornell Stone Fruit Varieties to be Released 
and Marketed by International Plant

Inc.
I nternational Plant Manage

ment, Inc., of Lawrence. MI, 
will represent the Cornell Research 
Foundation (CRF) and the Experi
ment Station in the introduction and 
marketing of an elite collection of 
approximately 30 stone fruit selec
tions from Cornell University’s 
stone fruit breeding program.

Under this arrangement, two new 
sweet cherries, BlackGold™ and 
WhiteGold®, were released on Au
gust 1,2002, during Cornell’s 2002 
F ru it Field Day, in Orleans 
County, NY. Two new plums, NY6 
and NY9, are slated for release 
later this year, and two more sweet 
cherries for release in 2003. 

“Fruit growers are looking for 
new options to diversify operations by expanding their plantings of stone fruits,” says Bob 
Andersen, who has been Cornell’s stone fruit breeder at the Station since 1985. “We look 
forward to working with International Plant Management to get some of these new cher
ries and plums into the growers’ hands.”

“Cornell conducts fruit breeding research aimed at increasing profitability for New York 
orehardists and nurseries,” said Hugh Price, department chairman of horticultural sciences. 
“This program is over 100 years old and has previously released five peaches/nectarines, 
11 plums, 11 cherries and three apricots. Some of these varieties have gained favor with 
growers, but marketing/promotional efforts to explain the value of our newest stone fruit 
releases has been lacking up until now. Our department is very enthusiastic about Cornell 
Research Foundation having secured the services of International Plant Management, Inc. 
to promote our newest stone fruit variety releases.”

“This is an exciting group of new stone fruit varieties from one of the most distin
guished stone fruit breeders in the world. Dr. Andersen is an exceptional researcher and 
has assembled an impressive array of new varieties,” said Wallace Heuser, owner of Inter
national Plant Management, Inc.

According to Richard Cahoon, CRF vice president and responsible for the license nego
tiations with International Plant Management, explained how the unique agreement will 
work. “This partnership is in the form of a license agreement—our traditional commer
cialization format. CRF has granted International Plant Management an exclusive license 
to commercialize selected Cornell stone fruit varieties in the United States, Canada, and 
Mexico through a program of sublicensing to interested nurseries.”

The Foundation, which owns and manages all Cornell’s intellectual property (including 
fruit varieties), has been granting licenses to many types of Cornell technology for years. 
This license is unique because most licensing by the CRF in the United States for Cornell 
fruit varieties has been non-exclusive. Cahoon expects the arrangement will be mutually 
beneficial to Cornell, International Plant Management, and the fruit industry. 

International Plant Management, Inc., a 20-year-old company in Lawrence, MI, is de-

(l-r) Wallace Heuser, Bob Andersen, Wanda Gale 
Heuser, and Hugh Price announced the new  
marketing agreement with International Plant 
Management, Inc., on Aug. 1, at the Cornell Fruit 
Field Day.

(Continued on page 3) (Continued on page 4)
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(NEW CHERRIES, continued)

two more sweet cherries and 
two new plums before he re
tires next year.

“Two things give New York 
stone fruit farmers an advan
tage to capitalize on,” said 
Andersen. “Proximity to East 
Coast markets, and the public’s 
growing awareness of the im
portance of a healthy diet.”

Sweet cherries and tart cher
ries are powerful sources of 
antioxidants. Other dark-col
ored fruits like plums, grapes, 
blueberries, and raspberries 
are in increased demand by 
consumers because of their 
cancer-fighting, healthful properties. According to food scientist Cy Lee who measures the 
neutraceutical value of fruits, “Cherries are actually a much better source of phytochemicals 
than apples. But their antioxidant contribution to our diet is less than apples because we 
consume so many more apples than cherries.”

In 2002, the production of sweet cherries in New York was 900 tons and the crop was 
valued at $1.23 million. New York ranks fourth in the nation in tart cherry production, and 
eighth in sweet cherry.

Breeding Programs at the Station
Cornell University’s fruit breeding program is world-renowned. Since 1880, when the 

Experiment Station opened, fruit breeders have released 243 varieties of fruit, including 
five peaches/nectarines, 11 plums, 11 cherries and three apricots. Many of the stone fruit 
releases have become industry standards and commercial successes. Most notable among 
them are the ‘Ulster’ and ‘Hudson’ sweet cherries, and ‘Stanley’ and ‘Castleton’ plums.

Plant breeding is not a career for people in a hurry. Fruit breeders pay scrupulous atten
tion to details that are time-consuming to acquire and labor-intensive to decipher. They 
make hundreds of crosses and evaluate the resultant seedlings prior to field planting. Once 
in the field, the breeders evaluate the trees over many seasons, acquiring data on shape, 
yield, and suitability to climate. Post-harvest, food scientists evaluate the fruit for flavor, 
quality, firmness, and storage potential.

Fruit growers depend on new varieties to keep one step ahead of insects, disease, the 
weather, and the competition. It can take several decades for new varieties to be accepted 
on a name-recognition basis by a public that tends to know or care very little about how 
food arrives on their table.

Consumers can start looking for these cherries at their local fruit farms next summer 
because some trees are already under commercial cultivation. Trees are available to grow
ers for 2003 at their favorite stone fruit nurseries.

L. McCandless

The new sweet cherry, WliiteGold®, has yellow flesh, is 
self-fertile, cold-hardy, and good for either fresh market or 
processed use. It was tested as NY 13688.

For one swallow does not make a sum m er; nor does 

one day; and so too one day; or a short time, does 

not make a man blessed and happy.
Aristotle

subject to volume regulation rather than 
only those with annual production in excess 
of 15 million pounds; allocate board mem
bership among districts based on levels of 
production and make a corresponding 
change in quorum requirem ents. The 
amendments will also authorize a board 
member to designate any alternate to serve 
for that member at a board meeting in the 
event the member and his or her alternate 
are unavailable; clarify the diversion and 
exemption provisions of the order by elimi
nating cross references among those provi
sions and adding general rulemaking author
ity to implement handler diversion provisions.

The Fruit Growers News

New Centipede Discovered 
in Central Park

Scientists have discovered an altogether 
new creature in Central Park. It is a centi
pede — which may be the world’s smallest 
— and is the first new animal species found 
in Central Park in more than a century, sci
entists say.

The newly found centipede is so unusual 
that it makes up a new genus, as well as a 
species, said Dr. Kefyn M. Catley, a Rutgers 
University professor and staff scientist for 
the American Museum of Natural History.

Museum researchers found the new cen
tipede, along with many other tiny beings, 
in leaf litter— piles of broken twigs, fungi 
and decomposing plant and tree leaves 
mixed with soil. Leaf litter is perhaps the 
“richest and most complex community in 
the woods,” said Dr. Eleanor Sterling, di
rector of the natural history museum’s Cen
ter for Biodiversity and Conservation. It 
is, she said, “predators, scavengers, veg
etarians living together in a very compli
cated system.”

Four tim es— once a season during 
1998—they collected piles of leaf litter and 
carried them back to the museum for the 
painstaking task of separating the creatures 
from the soil and plant detritus, and dividing 
the minute animals into categories like worms, 
beetles and millipedes and centipedes.

The museum sent a collection of Central 
Park millipedes and centipedes to Richard 
L. Hoffman, the curator for invertebrates at

(BRIEFS, continued on page 4)
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
AUGUST 9-16,2002

" --------------------------------------------

CLASSIFIED (BRIEFS, continued)

LTC

EndNote Introduction
Date:

Time:
Place:
Instructor:

Prerequisite:

Wednesday, August 14,
2002
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
LTC
Holly Mistlebauer, Mann 
Library, ITS Operations 
Manager 
MSWindows or 
Macintosh experience

EndNote Introduction
Date:

Time:
Place:
Instructor:

Prerequisite:

Wednesday, August 14, 
2002
1:30PM - 4:00 PM 
LTC
Holly Mistlebauer, Mann 
Library, ITS Operations 
Manager
Extensive hands-on 
experience with EndNote

REMINDERS

Red Cross Blood Drive
Date: Monday, August 12,2002
Time: 9:00 AM -2:30 PM
Place: Jordan Hall

Contact Donna Roelofs at x2325 or drr2 to
make an appointment.

FITNESS

Aerobics
Date: Monday and Friday
Time: 12:10- 1:00 PM
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Taekwondo Class
Date: Monday, August 12,2002
Time: 12:10- 1:00 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

Taekardio Class
Date: Wednesday, August 17,

2002
Time: 12:10PM
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

FOR SALE: B&P surplus, KR Wilson, 25 ton, hand 
operated hydraulic press. $100. Please contact A1 
Fairbrother at ARF2, or 2304.

FO R SA L E: 1971 SkyLark travel trailer (15'x 7 
1/2’). Good condition. $500. Contact Jeanne at jrs6 or 
789-8763 after 5:30.

FOR SALE: 1994 Hyundai Excel, 61K miles, stan
dard transmission, white color with no rust. The car is 
running perfectly and is very economical. $1500. For 
more information, please contact Bruno Lucas at 
X2493 or bl@nysaes.cornell.edu.

FARM EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: New Holland 273 
Baler, $1100; 36’ protable electric Little Giant grain 
Auger, $150’ 17’electric grain Auger, $100; 17’clec- 
tric grain elevator $60. If interested please contact John 
Bourke at 548-9390.

FOR SALE: 1994 150 XLT Ext Cab Pickup Truck, 
all power, Tono cover, 132,000 miles but in good con
dition, well maintained. Asking$4,995. Call 789-0174 
after 6 pin.

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS NEEDED: A new Food Sci
ence & Technology Extension Associate (& family) 
needs: dining room table, chairs, desks, lamps, TV, mat
tresses (1 double, 2 singles or 4 singles), sofa, arm 
chairs, vacuum cleaner. Please call extension 2263 ask 
for Hans Justrich.

FOR RENT: New furnished 3 bedroom house on Sen
eca Lake 7 miles south of Geneva on the east side. 
Great view and beach. Call Penny at 315-585-2259 or 
x2254. Available in August.

(STONE FRUIT continued)

veloping a national network of testers. The 
Summer Fruit Growers Association of New 
York will cooperate in testing by evaluat
ing Cornell/Geneva test selections in their 
orchards. As the best selections finish the 
final evaluation stage, they will be patented 
and trademarked by CRF, and sublicensed 
to nurseries by International Plant Manage
ment, Inc., who will make them available 
to commercial growers and the public.

L. McCandless

the Virginia Museum of Natural History. 
After he had studied them, Dr. Hoffman sent 
several he could not identify to scientists in 
Italy who specialize in centipedes and milli
pedes. They declared that the centipede was 
a first and named it after him: Nannarrup 
hojfmani, or Hoffman’s dwarf centipede.

NY Tunes

Seabreeze
Tickets

Available
The cost is $14.50 each, a savings 

of $3. Kid passes (under 48” in height) 
are $ 13.50. Kids’ 2 and under are free. 
These passes are valid seven days a 
week through Labor Day (holidays in
cluded).

Give your family all the fun and ex
citement of more than 75 great attrac
tions. You’ll find thrilling adult rides 
and classic family rides-plus some 
cool kiddie rides too. This season the 
Gyrsophere is being updated with a 
new hi-tech, state-of-the-art laser light 
and sound show.

So, this summer, treat yourself along 
with your family and friends to a day 
of fun at Seabreeze.

Tickets are available in room 150, 
Food Research Lab.

N. Long

Whale Watch Volunteers Needed
It’s time again to sign up to volunteer to work at the Experiment Station’s Whale Watch booth on 

August 17 & 18, 2002. We’ll be open 11 am - 7 pm on Saturday, and 12 am - 5 pm on Sunday. 
Volunteers are needed for two-hour time slots.

All volunteers will be treated to a pizza lunch on Thursday, August 15, courtesy of the Director. At 
that lime, you will find out all the details concerning the exhibit you signed up for and will receive a free 
ticket to get into the Whale Watch for the day you volunteer.

If you don’t already own a NYSAES t-shirt, Station Club will sell you one at their cost of $6.00 
for sizes M. L & XL and $7.00 for XXL. Please wear a station t-shirt to Whale Watch.

Check out the schedule at http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/comm/whalewatch2002.html and con
tact Gemma Osborne at gro2 to sign up.

mailto:bl@nysaes.cornell.edu
http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/comm/whalewatch2002.html

