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BRIEFS
Cornell 2002 Fruit Field Day: August 1
Fruit growers throughout the Northeast 

and Canada are invited to tour six fruit farms 
in and around Orleans County, along Lake 
Ontario, for the Cornell 2002 Fruit Field 
Day, on Thursday, August 1, from 8:15 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m.

During the tour, two new sweet cherries, 
BlackGold™ and WhiteGold®, will be re
leased by Cornell University stone fruit 
breeder Bob Andersen. The two cherries are 
the first of four new cherry varieties and two 
new plum varieties that Andersen expects 
to release within the next six months. “Fruit 
growers are looking for new options to di
versify operations by expanding their 
plantings of stone fruits,” says Andersen. 
“We have new and improved varieties of 
stone fruits and have developed management 
techniques that improve quality and yield.”

Other topics covered by Cornell research
ers and fruit extension educators and con
sultants during the Fruit Field Day tour will 
include new rootstocks, producing big ‘Gala’ 
apples, thinning trial results using new 
thinners, strategies for preventing apple rus
set, planting systems for apples and peaches, 
new insecticides, mating disruption strate
gies, on-farm propagation of trees, promis
ing new apple varieties, storage tips, on-farm 
equipment demonstrations, and more.

Several activities are planned during the 
lunch stop at Lake Ridge Storage, on Rte. 
104, in Albion, NY, from noon-2 p.m. The 
featured speaker is State Senator George 
D. Maziarz; the two new cherries will be 
released: the NYS Hort Society and Valent 
will make their annual scholarship award; 
and Randy Paddock will discuss the 
Eurepgap export requirements for ‘Empire’ 
apples. In addition, there will a trade show 
and more equipment demonstrations.

The event is sponsored by Cornell Uni
versity and the New York State Horticul
tural Society.

The tour starts at the LaMont Fruit Farms, 
on Stillwater Road, in the town of Carlton, 
NY, at 8:30 a.m. A link to the complete 
schedule and a tour map is available on the 
Cornell fruit home page at h ttp :// 
www.comellfruit.com

Pre-register by July 25, by contacting Kim 
Hazel at 585-589-5561 or Mary Durham at 
315-331-8415. Lunch will be provided. NYS 
DEC Recertification credits will be avail
able. Bring your applicator ID card.

Pepsi Introduces Blue Cola
Pepsi Blue, the latest in a series of new 

soft drink introductions, such as Mountain 
(BRIEFS, Continued on page 2)

Geneva Researchers Bring Precision Disease 
Management to New York Vineyards

N ew York’s grape industry is sec
ond only to apples as the state’s 
largest fruit crop valued at $45.9 

million. But this industry, and thousands 
of jobs with it, labor under the shadow of 
Guignardia biwelli, the fungus that causes 
Black Rot—one of the most serious dis
eases of grapes in the Eastern United States.

“If we didn’t get good control of Black 
Rot, we couldn’t grow grapes in New 
York,” said Wayne Wilcox, professor of 
plant pathology at the Experiment Station.

Fortunately for growers, grape juice 
drinkers, wine connoisseurs, and the state 
of New York, Black Rot can be effectively 
controlled. But the traditional control strat
egy—applying as many as eight fungicide 
sprays at regular intervals from mid-May un
til August—was not good enough for Wilcox 
and fellow Experiment Station researchers 
David Gadoury and Robert Seem.

The three plant pathologists turned a 
critical eye on a control strategy Wilcox 
describes as “overkill.” “We started 

looking at spraying more critically, asking growers ‘when do you really need to spray?” ’ 
he said.

After six years of painstaking research, conducted in cooperation with graduate student 
Lisa Hoffman and technician Duane Riegel, the three are now able to provide growers 
with a detailed understanding of the biology of the disease and various factors that impact 
its control. These include when grapevines are most susceptible to the disease, when the 
disease is most susceptible to the fungicides used against it, the specific traits of these 
individual fungicides, and precisely when the vineyards should be treated to provide best 
control. They also proved what has long been suspected, that sanitation— removal of dis
eased tissues from the vine during the dormant pruning process— is an extremely valuable 
component of an integrated management program.

Their conclusion? Provided that standard sanitation practices are employed, an excel
lent level of control, the same as with the six-to eight-spray program, can be achieved 
with just two or three fungicide sprays, depending on the season. The conventional ap
proach was to begin spraying when there were three to five inches of shoot growth, around 
the middle of May, and continue into August. In com
parison, the latest recommendation is to spray once at the 
start of bloom and once or twice more at two-week inter
vals. Additional sprays may be needed to manage other 
diseases, depending on the grape variety and the year.

Reducing the frequency, and thus the total amount, of 
applied pesticide has environmental and economic ben
efits. It saves the growers money, both in the cost of pes
ticide and the cost of labor, and reduces the amount of 
chemicals introduced into the environment. Reducing 
spray frequency also helps prevent fungicide resistance, 
and ensures that these materials will still be able to con
trol Black Rot for years to come.

In the annually revised publication, New York and Penn
sylvania Pest Management Recommendations for Grapes, 
research and extension personnel from the region develop 
and disseminate the most current guidelines for disease 
control. While other states’ official recommendations call 
for the same strategy New York used a decade ago, this 
region’s guidelines have been continually refined as a re
sult of the work of these Cornell researchers.

Tim Martinson, director of the Finger Lakes Grape Pro-

(RESEARCHERS, continued on page 2)

In the final stages o f Black 
Rot infection, grapes shrivel 
and become small, black 
and hard. Shoots, stems and 
tendrils can also be 
infected.

Wayne Wilcox led the team that re-evaluated 
the way grape growers control Black Rot.

http://www.comellfruit.com
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FITNESS "
Aerobics

Date: Monday and Friday
Time: 12 :10 -1:00 PM
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Taekwondo Class
Date: Monday, July 22, 2002
Time: 12 :1 0 -1:00 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

Taekardio Class
Date: Wednesday, July 24, 2002
Time: 12:10 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

- - - - - - - - - - CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE: Men’s golf clubs,Wilson 1200 LT, metal 
woods plus extra oversize driver, complete irons, 
Arnold Palmer bag, used twice. $120.00 firm. Email 
mlh5 or call 787-2423.

FOR SALE: 1971 SkyLark travel trailer (15’x 71/2'). 
Good condition. $500. Contact Jeanne at jrs6 or 789- 
8763 after 5:30.

FOR SALE: Minifish sailboat, $200. Reclining chair, 
$15. Portable lacrosse goal, $10. Men’s Raleigh 10 
speed bike, $15. Men’s Univega 10 speed bike, $15. 
Scotts 1000 seeder, $10. ams5@cornell.edu or call 
789 2310 (home).

WANTED: Does anyone have or know of someone 
with a good used rowboat for sale? John Ludwig at 
JWL2, x2407 or 539-3155.

FOR SALE: Sears brand car-top carrier. Larger size, 
locks, can fit any vehicle if you buy the right straps. 
$60. John Ludwig at JWL2, x2407 or 539-3155.

(BRIEFS, continued)

Dew Code Red, Pepsi Twist and Sierra Mist, 
has been introduced by Pepsi-Cola North 
America. The berry-flavored, blue-hued 
drink is being delivered this week by PCNA 
bottlers. Full national distribution, in 20- 
ounce and one-liter bottles, is expected by 
this August.

/FT Release

S T E R L I N G

RENAISSANCE
FESTIVAL

Open Saturdays and Sundays
Now - August 11, 2002

10:00 A M -7:00 PM
Station Club is sponsoring the sale of 

discount passes

$14.99/adults 
$5.99 6- to 12-yr olds
Tickets are available by contacting Amy 

Andersen at 2314 , stopping by A 103 Barton 
Lab or by email (adalO@nysaes.comell.edu.)

FRU Too and the Putt Putterers 
Top Golf Tournament

The 15th Annual Station Club Golf 
Tournament was played on Friday, 

July 12 at Big Oak Country Club. The 
13 teams were greeted with sunny skies 
and great temperatures to test their golf
ing abilities. Over 70 golfers displayed 
their talents at a putting contest as the 
teams gathered and were given instruc
tions on the tournament’s style of play. 
Special thanks are due Ed Lavin for run
ning the putting contest. The lucky win
ners of the putting contest were Craig 
Ingerick and Elaine Lakso. Instructions 
were given by Dave Sharman about the 
style of play and the teams raced off to 
their holes to await the “shotgun” start. 
The tournament was for five-person 
teams playing best ball, where the whole 
team plays from the team’s previous best 

shot. Play moved very smoothly considering the wide range of golfing talent on the course 
and the number of teams starting at once. After three hours of exciting golf, all the uniquely 
named teams had finished nine holes and headed into the clubhouse for dinner and prizes.

Lots of prizes were handed out for match play as well as several door prize drawings. 
Another thank you is due Big Oak Country Club for donating four rounds of free golf with 
a cart for door prize drawings. After food and award presentations many people went home 
winners. Longest drive: Greg English Loeb and Pat Mahoney. Closest to the pin: Dave 
Sharman Jr. and Dace Apoga. Co-Champions: “FRU Too” (Bob Quale, Pete Griner, Matt 
Christiansen, Dave Christiansen and Pat Fitzerald), and “The Putt Putterers” (Martin 
Goffinet, Alan Lakso, Elaine Lakso, Bob Pool and Tony Shelton). Second place scratch 
was “Reckless Abandon” (Mike Poole, Tony Laquitara, Bud Poole, Rick Marroco, and 
Barry Smith). Second place handicap was PGRU Putters (Phil Forsline, Chris Owens, 
Sharon Walbum, Bob Nearpass and Nick Lapek). Thanks to the many participants, Station 
Club, and all who helped make the tournament a success. See you next year!

T. Holleran

(Left to right) Matt Christiansen, Pete Griner, 
Bob Quayle, Dave Christiansen (not pictured 
- Pat Fitzgerald) were the first-place scratch 
team. Their co-champions for the handicap 
teams were the Putt Putterers.

Todd Holleran and Dave Sharman also deserve our thanks for doing an excellent job 
organizing the golf tournament for the last three years.

G. Osborne

( RESEARCHERS, continued)
gram in Penn Yan, works directly with growers in New York. He says Wilcox’s program is 
an excellent one. In addition to writing much of the Recommends, Wilcox writes an exten
sive yearly report outlining the most up-to-date research results and detailed strategies for 
controlling all of the major diseases grape growers face in New York. Martinson distrib
utes this report to growers, who, he said, put it to use right away.

“Growers in the regions have grown accustomed to receiving this kind of information 
every year, but the reality is the growers in this area have very sophisticated disease man
agement techniques [because] the plant pathology department does an excellent job of get
ting information out,” said Martinson. Those techniques are paying off with cleaner, better 
fruit than was grown in the past.

RED CROSS 
BLOOD DRIVE

Monday, 
A ugust 12 

9:00 AM - 2:30 PM 
Jordan  Hall

Seabreeze Tickets 
Available

The cost is $14.50 each, a savings of $3. 
Kid passes (under 48” in height) 

are $13.50.
Kids 2 and under are free.

Seven days a week 
now through Labor Day 

(holidays included).
Tickets are available in Room 150, 

Food Research Lab.
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