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BRIEFS---------Earth Week Celebrated
Just before the Arbor Day event on Fri
day, April 24, a small, but determined, group
of em ployees and retirees observed
EarthWeek by going to different locations
around the campus, taking a look at the vari
ous plantings, and making notations on maps
of the grounds whether or not there was a
tag, or if the tag needed to be replaced for
one reason or another. Martin Goffinet, of
the Station's Arboretum Association, told the
group before they ventured out that "this
will be a treasure hunt of sorts.”
Participants multi-tasked by taking plas
tic bags with them so they could pick up
trash and other items.
Thanks to all who participated.

Help Wanted
We need your help!!! Come be a part of the
largest event on the Cornell campus. As many
of our wonderful, devoted, returning ushers
know, Commencement Day, Sunday May 26,
2002 is the most memorable day of the year for
over 6000 students who have earned degrees.
To ensure that this is a pleasant day for the gradu
ates and their families, we need about 350 vol
unteers to perform a variety of roles.
All you have to do to be a University Com
mencement Ceremony volunteer usher is:
* attend an orientation session on Thursday,
May 23rd from 3:00 pm - 4:20 pm, at the Alice
Statler Auditorium
• help for about 6 hours (approximately 7:30
a.m.-1:30 p.m.) on Commencement Day.
All Non-exempt and Exempt staff who
volunteer to usher during the University’s
Commencement Ceremony will be granted
complimentary time-off equal to his/her
standard work day. The complimentary
(Continued on page 2)
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Arbor Day Celebrated
hey called him “Mr. Tree,”
Gregg Heidenreich said
of George Mittak at this
year’s commemoration of Arbor
Day at the Station, which took
place on the south lawn of Barton
Lab. on Friday, April 26. During
the ceremony a tree was planted
in memory of George who
passed away last November. It
was attended by many of
George’s coworkers, friends,
and family members, including
his mother who celebrated her
90"’ birthday in January.
Billy Harris, George M ittak's nephew, places
Martin Goffinet began the cer identification tag on the tree that was dedicated to his
emony by saying, “We’ve put in uncle.
a lot of memorial trees over the
years-it’s an opportunity to plant trees on one hand, but, on the other hand, not an
opportunity that we relish, for obvious reasons.” He went on to describe the tree as an
‘October Glory’ red maple—a tree he hoped would help “spread color around the
campus.”
Tom Burr, Plant Pathology chairman, spoke next and said, “I want to thank Martin
and all the other people who organized this. George was a very important part of the
Experiment Station Family for a long time. He had many, many friends not only in the
area here, but across the country and internationally as well. He was a kind person
who loved nature, and had an extraordinary way with plants.”
Holly Lange then read a tribute—one often punctuated with tears— from the mem
bers of George’ lab in plant pathology: “In honor of the tree planting ceremony this
Arbor Day in memory of our colleague, George Mittak, who passed away in Novem
ber last year, we, his colleagues, would like to share a few thoughts with those who
miss him very much. George was an essential pillar to the grape program and to our
lab. He was our friend and confidante and taught and gave us invaluable insights into,
grape virology. We remember him showing us a newspaper article from the ’70s, which
showed George in sideburns, demonstrating a grafting.Yes, the plants and their vi
ruses spoke to him.We miss him very much, especially with the new plum pox testing
upon us. He always organized us superbly in interacting with the NYS Dept, of Agri
culture and Markets to do the tests important for NY State growers. It is difficult to
describe the void George left behind, as he was very integral to our lab. But more
importantly, we miss our friend, miss debating politics, miss his advice and his un
equivocal friendship. We will always remember him.”
Ju-Jung Wang, also from Plant Pathology added, “George, I know that you love
plants and fish, and 1 hope you will be glad that there is a tree just for you. You are
always in my memory.”
Diana Parker had this to say: “I was not a lab colleague of George, but shared an
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(BRIEFS, continued)
time-off must be approved by your imme
diate supervisor, and must be used by the
end of the calendar year, December 31,
2002. It should be scheduled so as not to
disrupt normal work activities. Please in
form your supervisor of your decision to
volunteer. He/she will receive a copy or
an e-mail of the guidelines, so please be
sure to include your supervisor's name, email or mailing address so that he/she can
be alerted to the complimentary time-off
guidelines.
Please note, these guidelines DO NOT ap
ply to college and/or department commence
ment related events.
To sign-up online, please go to <http://
Commencement.comell.edu/usher.htm>.
If you do not have web access, please e-mail
ushers@comeIl.edu and we will e-mail you a
form to complete, or call 255-9541 and we can
mail you a form.
Please contact us by May 15. You will re
ceive a memo or an e-mail confirming which
group you will be in and a copy of the compli
mentary timeoff guidelines. For your reference
go to<http://www.commencement.cornell.edu/
2002_Time_off_Guidelines.html>.
President and Mrs. Rawlings will host a
thank-you reception for University Com
mencement Ceremony ushers on Tuesday,
June 4 from 12:00 pm-1:30 pm on the Arts
Quad. At the reception, you will receive an
attractive Cornell mug inscribed to com
memorate the occasion and to express our
thanks for your generous help.
Here’s to a warm and sunny Commencement.
Connie Mabry, Director o f Commencement

A T T E N T IO N :
If you cancel a m eeting
at a Geneva campus locatio n , p lea se h ave th e
courtesy to cancel it in
Corporate Time as well so
the cu stod ia n s do not
spend tim e se ttin g up
rooms for non-existent
meetings. Also, please call
G em m a O sb orn e, ext.
2248. Thank you!

(ARBOR DAY, continued)

Just a portion o f the many co-workers, friends and family that turned out for the memorial
planting. Diana Parker (far right) is speaking. George's mother is seated (with the plaid
blanket) on the far left.
office with him. George was a great storyteller and always ready to share one of his
tales. He was also a great lover of trees and I would like to share a story with you. My
father had grown an oak tree from an acorn and had planted it at my home when I
moved to Geneva. When I sold the home I commiserated with George about having to
leave the tree behind. I decided to emulate my father and start an oak tree from an
acorn to plant at my new home. However, my first attempt was unsuccessful as the
acorns in the spring were filled with bugs and larvae. I shared that experience with George
and he gave me ideas and suggestions for starting an oak from an acorn. The following
autumn, I again collected acorns and followed George’s suggestions, but was again un
successful in getting an oak tree. I shared George’s suggestions with my son. Unbe
knownst to me, he collected acorns that autumn and following George’s suggestions,
planted them. The following summer, he brought me an oak tree that had been started
from an acorn. I planted that oak tree in my yard. That tree is almost a foot tall today.
That is my memory of George. He was knowledgeable and he wanted to share that knowl
edge w'ith others. And in sharing his ideas with me, he has passed his knowledge on to
another generation. Thanks to George, my 27-year-old son has the skill, patience and
knowledge to grow oak trees from acorns and the joy that experience has brought. And I
have a living memory in my yard. Thank you, George.”
Peter Deth, a former Station employee and co-worker of George’s, ended a short, emo
tional recollection by looking over at George’s mother and saying, “Thank you for hav
ing him” to which she whispered back, “You’re welcome.”
A very animated Gregg Heidenreich, who had known George for over 30 years, told
how he had seen George “work so hard for so long, that he couldn’t stand up—he worked
till he couldn’t work any more.” He then added soberly, “it was a blessing to know him.”
George’s brother Bill was the last to speak, and said, “It means a lot to the family to
have a tree planted in George’s memory— it gives us, and, I hope everyone here, a feel
ing of hope.” He recounted a story about a two-or three-year-old George standing on a
rooftop surrounded by pots with plants in them. He added that, “George never took plants
and food that came from plants for granted.”
Martin then read the inscription on the wooden memorial tag: “Acer rubrum, October
Glory Red Maple, In memory of George M. Mittak, Dedicated Arbor Day, April 26,
2002.” George’s young nephew, Bobby Harris, hung the tag on the tree and added the
first ceremonial shovelful of soil. Other members of the family followed suit.
Martin thanks everyone who contributed to, and participated in the observance on
Friday.
J. Og rodnick
2
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(ELECTRONIC IMAGES, continued)

Bourke’s Term Completed; Krauss Elected President
ohn Bourke, Food Science and Technology, had a big smile on his face Thursday, at
Abigail’s Restaurant in Waterloo when he stepped
down as president of the Station’s Retirees’Asso
ciation. He had just completed his third term in that
position.
Succeeding Bourke is Pat Krauss, Administration.
Other officers elected to one year terms were: Mary Lou
Dumbleton. vice president; Marsella Walzack. Food Sci
ence and Technology, secretary; and Betty Bixler, Plant
Pathology, treasurer. Barbara Bryan (Tom, Buildings and
Properties), will coordinate at least two trips to different
locations this summer and fall. Bernadine Aldwinkle,
Communications
Services,
has
agreed to chair the RE- Rat' Krauss
food portion of this
year’s Craft Fair, and Gemma Osborne, Communica
tions Services, is responsible for chairing the Fair itself.
The Craft Fair is always held on the second Saturday in
November, which, this year, is November 9.
Barbara Bryan commented at the luncheon that the
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John Bourke
next activity of the Retirees’Association is a trip to the West
ern Hoe Down in Olean, New York on Wednesday, June
26. Detailed information about the trip will be distributed
Ginny Barton
later. However, individuals will meet at the Jordan Hall
parking lot and leave for Olean at 8:30 a.m. and return
around 7:00 that evening. Bryan mentioned that an added
feature of this trip is that employees of the Station and
their spouses or companions will be invited to come. The
price per person for the trip is $45 for members of the
Retirees’Association and $52 for Station employees and
spouses or companions.
Plans are also in the works for a trip to Lancaster, Penn
sylvania, on Friday, October 4, 2002. This also will be
open to Station employees and spouses or companions.
Two special members of the Retirees’Association, Ginny
and Don Barton, joined the group at Abigail’s Restaurant.
Don was Director of the Station from 1959 to 1982. Both Don Barton
individuals are still very busy in community affairs.
R.E. Krauss

Office Professionals Week Observed
Administrative Professionals’ (formerly
“Professional Secretaries’” ) Week began in
1952 as an annual observance to honor sec
retaries and other office staff for their con
tributions in business and government. This
group of dedicated professionals comprises
the largest segment of the office workforce
and handles an ever-growing variety of re
sponsibilities. Last week, bouquets of flow
ers graced desks in offices around the Ex
periment Station and those “special people”
in our work lives were taken to lunch at vari
ous eateries around the city.
The 14"’ Annual Office Professionals
Symposium, “Celebrating the Best of the
Best.” was held at Cornell’s main cam
pus in Ithaca on Wednesday, April 24. The
annual event is sponsored by Cornell’s
School of Industrial and Labor Relations,
Extension Division. Over 650 office pro
fessionals attended, including many from
Geneva. The group was treated to lunch,
along with a program that included speak
ers, entertainment and door prizes. Presi
dent Hunter Rawlings was among the
speakers and commended the group “for
their hard work and perseverance during
the difficult past year.” Donna Roelofs
won two tickets to the Hanger Theater in
Ithaca and Michele Kaufman won a plant
in door prize drawings.
Amy Andersen had this to say about
event, “The Symposium is both informative
and entertaining from year to year. It boosts
everyone's morale, and brings to light the
importance of the roles we play within the
university. I especially appreciate the fact
that President Rawlings speaks to us every
year and conveys his gratitude, as well.”
Gemma Osborne said, “This is the first year
that I attended, and I enjoyed it so much I
would like to attend annually.”
Pat Mahoney added, “ Everyone had a
good time— the program made the trip
worthwhile.”
J. Ogrodnick
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
MAY 3 - 10,2002

MEETINGS
CHAIRS & UNIT LEADERS
D ate:
T im e:
P lace:

Thursday, May 9. 2002
1:30 PM
Jordan Flail Staff Room

SEMINARS
FOOD SCIENCE
D ate:
T im e:
P lace:
T itle:
S peaker:

Wednesday, May 8, 2002
10:30 AM
FST Conference Room, Second
Floor
"Computer Modeling of Water
‘Binding’ by Carbohydrates"
Dr. John W. Brady, Ithaca

” LTC
Friday, May 10, 2002
7 AM- 1 PM
P lace:
LTC
T itle:
Open lab
F acilitator: Jane Irwin
D ate:

T im e:

FITNESS
Aerobics
D ate:
T im e:
P lace:

Monday and Friday
12:10- 1 PM
Sawdust Cafe

Taekwondo Class
D ate:
T im e:
P lace:

Monday, May 6, 2002
12:10- 1 PM
Jordan Hall Auditorium

D ate:

Wednesday, May 8, 2002
12:10PM
Jordan Hall Auditorium

Taekardio Class
T im e:
P lace:

CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE: 1993 Buick Century, 52,000 miles, ex
cellent condition. AC, power windows and locks. Con
tact Nancy Long, e-mail: NPL1 or phone X2288.
WANTED TO RENT: 3 bedroom house near the Sta
tion. Please contact Cheol Song, call 7 8 1-2548 or ext.
2418, e-mail: cs273@cornell.edu
FOR SALE: 93 Ford Aerostar cargo van. Seats Five.
Good runner. S1500/b.o. Cheryl TenEyck (c n tl) x2379
or home 315 789-3493.
FOR SALE: Two young goats, one male, one female,
Nubian/Alpine Cross, $80 for the pair. Contact David
2496 or 585-2248.
FORSALE: 1991 Buick Roadmaster Wagon, loaded,
leather seats. Power everything, moon roof. 307 V8,
new tune-up. Contact David 2496 or 585-2248. S3700.

( Continued)

(CLASSIFIED, continued)
FOR SALE: 1995 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme. Good
condition, very clean. Tires are two years old and brakes
were done last year, 86,000 miles. $3500. Contact Su
san Sheffer at 2391 or sms4@cornell.edu
FOR SALE: 1996 Honda Civic DX, 2D, black. 5-speed,
air-conditioning, CD-changer, mileage 74,000. $5,500.
Contact P. Griffiths @ 2222 or pdg8@comell.cdu
HELP WANTED: Need part time work? Billsboro
Winery is looking for people to staff its sales room.
Thursday - Sunday afternoons. Must be at least 21 years
old. Call 789-9571 ore-mail: rmp2@cornell.edu
FORSALE: Used Tonneau Cover for Chevy S-10 reg.
box. Excellent Condition $100 or best offer. Contact
Lou Ann at B&Pext. 2301 or 585-526-6620.
FOR SALE: 1995 Geo Prizm Sedan. 4D. red, automatic,
air conditioning, cruise control, mileage 91,000. $ 3,900.
Please feel free to check it out at the Surge Lab parking
area or contact me by e-mail: ca33@cornell.edu, or find
me in Surge Lab office 109B.
BEACH HOUSE RENTAL: Beautiful location,
southwest shore of Canandaigua Lake. Getaway, golf,
fish, relax. Canoe and rowboat included. By the week
or weekend. Suitable small family/two couples. Off
season openings (and off-season rates!) remain in June.
Septem ber and October. Serious inquiries only.
elg2@cornell.edu

o
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Saturday, May 4, 10 am - Noon
Experiment Station Pavilion
Bring divisions of your
favorite perennials.
Come at 10 am to set up your plants.
The exchange will begin at 10:30

INGRATITUDE
(fo Q Would ^Wike to "()hnnk
(Everyone at the cita tio n for
p jh e ir (Expressions o f
( d jm p a th y on the
rfohoss of) cfoltU b WI other in
B'Wtid -B ^I pril.
pfofohn (fopodino and pfofortniilif

SAGES
New Sages Officers
As of June 1,2002, the new SAGE’s
officers will be:
President: Megan Kennedy (Plant Path)
Vice president: Nese Basaran (Food Sci)
Treasurer: Melissa Mundo (Food Sci)
Secretary: Jodi Creasap (Plant Path)
Congratulations all!

^ a lk ^ m e r ic a
Sunday, M ay 5, '02, 1 PM
Did you know that if you give to the
United Way through payroll deductions
at work, you can designate your entire
donation or a portion of it to go to the
March of Dimes? Join the Station
Team. C ontact Kathy DeRosa,
kad2@cornell.edu, x-2236

Looking for a New Love?
Check The Classifieds
Your unwanted vehicle may be
someone else’s true love.
Remember....it pays
to advertise.

