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Arbor Day Planning
The Geneva Campus' Arboretum Asso

ciation will meet at noon, Wednesday, 
March 27, in G19 Hedrick Hall to discuss 
an Arbor Day ceremony (April 26) and the 
planting of a memorial tree to honor George 
Mittak. Other items of importance to the 
maintenance of the campus landscape will 
also be on the agenda. Everyone welcome. 
Direct inquiries to Martin Goffinet (X2392, 
mcg2@), chairman of the Arboretum As
sociation.

Entomology Awards
Several Geneva Entomology staff received 

various awards and recognitions at this year’s 
meeting of the Eastern Branch of the Ento
mological society of America held March 10 - 
13 in Ocean City, Maryland.

Art Agnello was the Eastern Branch’s 
nominee for the ESADistinguished Achieve
ment Award in Extension. The award is given 
annually to someone in the branch for excel
lence in extension. The branch awardee then 
com petes on a national level.

Mark Savary won the First Award in the 
ESA Eastern Branch Graduate Student 
poster competition with his poster: “Moni
toring Obliquebanded leafroller Parasitism 
in Apple Orchards and Feral Dogwood in 
New York State.” His advisors are Jan 
Nyrop and Harvey Reissig.

(Continued on page 2)

Governor Pataki Affirms Commitment to 
Research Park at Geneva

Governor George Pataki announes a three-phase plan establishing the Cornell Agriculture 
& Food Technology Park at a news conference in Jordan Hall on Wednesday, (l-r) 
Associate Director Bob Seem, Senator Michael Nozzolio, Governor George Pataki, 
Ontario County IDA Executive Director Mike Manikowski, and Geneva City Manager 
Rich Rising all spoke during the press conference.

Governor George E. Pataki announced a three-phase plan establishing the Cornell 
Agriculture & Food Technology Park in Geneva during a press conference held at 
the Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva on Wednesday, March 20.

“The Cornell Agriculture and Food Technology Park is an outstanding example of gov
ernment and higher education working together to create new jobs for our economy,” 
Governor Pataki said. “This investment will help ensure that that emerging agriculture, 
food and biotech industries continue to ‘grow’ right here in Upstate New York.

The Governor wants to redouble efforts to create jobs Upstate. “We are looking for 
partnerships not only between government and the private sector, but also with our univer
sity and college system to create a three-legged stool where we have the ability to attract the 
investment, the entrepreneurs and the risk-takers to create the jobs of the 21st century,” he 
said. The research park will “combine the strength of New York government with the strength 
of Cornell and the entrepreneurial spirit of the people of Geneva and Ontario County.”

The Park will create 200 new science and research jobs during the next three years in the 
agriculture, food and biotech fields. When fully implemented, the project could “create up 
to 880 new jobs in Ontario County,” according to the Governor.

Wednesday’s announcement follows legislation signed by the Governor in November 
2001 allowing SUNY to transfer 74 acres ofland to Cornell University for development of

(Continued on page 2)
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(BRIEFS, continued)

Brian Nault is serving as the Eastern 
Branch representative to the Governing 
Board of the ESA national organization.

Jan Nyrop received a plaque from ESA 
(National) President, Jay McPherson in rec
ognition and appreciation for his service as 
Eastern Branch President.

Forum on Distributed Learning
For those of you interested in copyright 

issues and distance learning, there will be 
a forum on “Evolving Partnerships in Dis
tributed Learning,” moderated by Peter 
Hirtle, director of The Cornell Institute for 
Digital Collections, on Tuesday, March 26, 
from 11 am-noon, in 2B48 Kroch Library, 
on the Ithaca campus.

The ability to use and share a wide range 
of information resources is critical to the 
success of distributed learning. As much of 
the required content is likely to be propri
etary, distributed learning raises a number 
of complex intellectual property rights is
sues. Hirtle will describe the challenge and 
also provide an overview of CUL’s services 
in support of faculty in this area.

New York’s Winery of the Year 
and Then Some

Dr. Frank’s Vinifera Wine Cellars in 
Hammondsport, NY, has had a banner year. 
Not only was it named New York’s Winery 
of the Year, but founder Konstantin Frank 
was named one of 54 most influential people 
in the wine industry, and nominated to the 
Hal! of Fame by Wine Spectator Magazine.

“A Ukrainian-born professor of plant sci
ence, Konstantin Frank first came to 
America in 1951, when he was 54 years 
old,” writes the Spectator. “His English was 
rudimentary, but his knowledge of enology 
was not, and during a brief time at the 
Cornell University Geneva Experiment Sta
tion, he urged New York state winemakers 
to move away from Vitis labrusca grapes and 
French hybrids and instead plant Vitis vin
ifera, the species that includes the most 
improtant fine wine varieties. Once he 
moved on to the now defunct Gold Seal 
Winery, he was ready to test his own theo
ries. The Pinot Noir he planted in the Finger 
Lakes Region was the first vinifera to be

(Continued on page 3)

(PATAKI, continued)

the Park in exchange for an equivalent amount of nearby farmland. Pataki had wanted to 
come to the Park site in November, but couldn’t because of other commitments, including 
many related to the Sept, l l '1' terrorist attacks. “This was the sixth time we had scheduled 
the event,” said Pataki’s advance man, Matt Androws.

The director’s office did not know until 11 a.m. on Tuesday that the Governor’s trip was, 
in fact, on for Wednesday. Heightened security was a major concern.

The Park, which will be located at Pre-Emption Road in Geneva, will be situated adja
cent to the Experiment Station. Construction for the first phase of the park—including

Governor George Pataki discusses biocontrol products with Bill Foster and Gary Harman 
from BioWorks, Inc.

roads, utilities and site development—will begin by summer and lead to the construction of 
a 20,000 square-foot incubator building. This phase is a $7,472 million investment and will 
be followed by a 30,000 square-foot multi-tenant research facility. An estimated $75 mil
lion investment will lead to the full build-out of the Park.

The finished Park project will include approximately 375,000 square feet of new build
ing space constructed by private businesses and government agencies that will want to 
locate in the Park to take advantage of the research and development expertise at Cornell 
and in the region. Complete build-out of the Park will take 15 years.

State Senator Michael F. Nozzolio (R-53rd), who accompanied the Governor and is a 
Cornell grad (ILR ’76), noted “Ezra Cornell, who founded Cornell, was a former New 
York assemblyman — like myself and Pataki before me. You see, sometimes assemblymen 
do something right. I believe Ezra Cornell would be very happy in this marriage of Cornell 
and economic development.”

“The Station is a 120-year-old institution with a mission to serve, enhance, and expand 
the agriculture and food businesses in New York,” said associate director Bob Seem. “As 
part of the state university system (SUNY), we have an educational mission. As part of the 
land-grant colleges of Cornell University, we have a research and extension mission. But, 
as a New York State institution, we also have a commitment to keep businesses strong and 
innovative, and make the state a leader in the fields we s e r v e .”

Station director Jim Hunter, who was not able to attend the press conference, said, “The 
Governor’s support is the base upon which we have been able to leverage federal and 
private funding for the Park.”

In consideration of its commitment to New York State’s economic future, the Park is 
eligible to apply for a $298,800 capital grant from the Empire State Development (ESD) 
fund. The ESD grant is expected to leverage $448,000 in federal support. Congressman 
Thomas M. Reynolds has already secured $895,000 in federal funding for the project.

L.McCandless
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Gala Dinner Raises over $20,000 for Vinification 
& Brewing Lab at Geneva

N ew York oenophiles 
popped their corks cel
ebrating earlier this month 

when a ’99 bottle ofPinotNoir from 
a Finger Lakes winery went for 
over $1,000 during the 5th An
nual Wine Country Auction to 
benefit the Cornell Vinification &
Brewing Technology Laboratory 
at Geneva.

“It’s another sign that Finger 
Lakes reds have arrived,” said 
Scott Osborn, owner of Fox Run 
Vineyards in Geneva, NY. “The 
’99 Reserve Pinot was one of the 
best Fox Run has ever made,” he 
said. "Pd wager it is also the high
est price ever paid for a 5 liter bottle of New York state wine.”

Harris Wilcox and his son, Craig, auctioned 39 items to raise over $20,000 during the 
benefit for the laboratory, held March 8, at Casa Larga Winery in Fairport, NY. Items at the 
auction included a mixed case of ’99 Merlot and ’99 Cabernet Sauvignon from Shalestone 
Vineyards, the opportunity to blend and taste sherries with winemaker Glenn Curtis at 
Widmer’s, a case of Gold Medal selections of ’00 Rieslings from Dr. Frank, dinner for four at 
Red Newt Winery, and others. All of the items in the auction were donated by New York 
wineries, breweries and associated industries.

“This is a great cause,” said Osborn. “New York wineries make these donations in hopes 
that people are going to come out and bid on them to support the V&B Lab which is sorely 
needed for this region. To have a state-of-the-art facility like this where students can be 
trained to work in cool-climate winemaking and where wineries can conduct commercial 
experiments is enormous.”

The money raised in Friday’s auction was augmented on March 13, by $224,000 in 
funding from last year’s state budget that was secured by members of the New York Leg
islature, some of which will go to the lab.

“We will use some of those funds to help meet costs associated with the Station’s ex
panding wine research and extension program that benefit this growing industry in the 
state,” said Jim Hunter.

The dream to have a facility devoted exclusively to research, teaching, and extension 
activities for wines and beers was launched in 1997 with a $5,000 donation from the Sen
eca Lake Wine Trail. The lab’s goal is economic development through applied science and 
technology combined with training programs for the wine and brewing industries.

In remarks made during the dinner, Susan A. Henry, Ronald A. Lynch Dean of Cornell’s 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, said, “With the tight budgets of the ’90s, the 
question arose how to obtain funds to build the new pilot plant facility and help support 
operations once it opened. We asked industry to partner with the state, Cornell, and the 
Station to build and equip this facility.”

When it was launched, the Experiment Station sought $250,000 to $500,000 in start-up 
funds, and hoped to establish a $1 million endowment for staff and programming. To date, 
more than $300,000 has been earmarked/or the project from the New York State Depart
ment of Agriculture and Markets. Over $118,000 has been donated by industry and local 
wine trails, including $10,000 from the Seneca Lake Wine Trail. In addition, industry has

(Continued)

Pim Larson-Kovach (FS&T) and her husband 
Kamill celebrated a winning bid at the V&B Gala 
Dinner.

(GALA DINNER, continued) 
donated over $168,000 worth of equipment, 
including presses and stainless steel tanks. 
The New York Chapter of the American 
Institute of Wine and Food established a 
$26,538 endowment for scholarships for 
industry representatives to attend work
shops.

The 2,000 sq. ft. pilot plant opened in 
March 2000, and the Station’s experimen
tal wine making program moved into the 
facility. Work conducted there includes 
evaluating new wine grape cultivars, ana
lyzing viticulture and vinification practices 
on wine quality, testing the effect of pow
dery mildew infection of grapes on wine 
quality, testing drought stress and its effect 
on Atypical Aging, evaluating winemaking 
techniques, as well as faculty and giaduate 
student projects.

Progress has also been made on the brew
ing side. A pilot brewhouse h is been pur
chased from Cargill Corpo.' alien, along with 
some fermentation and lager tanks. The 
brewhouse is a double unit, so it will be 
possible to run trials, side-by-side. Each side 
has a cooker, masn vessel, Lauter tun and 
brew kettle. Matt's Brewery in Utica helped 
set up the brewhouse in February.

In addition, the College of Ag and Life 
Sciences is establishing an undergraduate 
enology and viticulture program over the 
next four years to help train people in fer
mentation sciences. The college has also 
created the position of enology extension 
associate to oversee the day-to-day activi
ties of the lab at Geneva. Hans Jiistrich- 
Eisen, a wine maker and wine educator from 
Switzerland, will begin duties on July 1.

LMcCandless

(BRIEFS continued)
successfully grown in the area. Convinced 
that the region could support a high-quality 
wine industry, he founded Vinifera Wine cel
lars in 1962, the first all-vinifera winery in 
New York State. Now operating jointly as 
the Dr. Konstantin Frank winery and the 
Chateau Frank sparkling wine cellar, the 
operation produces 40,000 cases of wine 
each year under the direction of Konstantin’s 
son, Willy, 76, who took over upon his fa
thers’ death in 1985 at age 88.” 

Congratulations to the Frank family!!!
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
MARCH 22 - 29,2002

~ " MEETINGS ~
CHAIRS’ MEETING

Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2002
Time: 2 PM
Place: Director’s Office

SEMINARS 
HORT SCIENCE

Date: Monday, March 25, 2002
Time: 11 AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Title: ‘’Evolutionary Genetics and

Biogeography of a Marine 
Bryozoan Assessing Popula
tion History, Dispersal Routes 
and Taxonomy”

Speaker: Dr. Heidi Schwanginger,
USDA Plant Genetics Re 
sources Unit, Geneva

FOOD SCIENCE
Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2002
Time: 2:30 PM

CLASSIFIED
CANOE WANTED: Looking for a good used lake 
canoe. Email Tyrone Hall at twh22@cornell.edu or call 
ext. 2367, (h)781-5352.

FOR SALE: Butcher block countertop and deep 
stainless steel sink with faucet as w ell as metal 
kitchen cabinets that go with the countertop, email 
Ralph D ’Amato at rjdl5@ nysaes.cornell.edu, Ext. 
2310 or at home 946-4635.

LAKE H OUSE FOR RENT: Two bedroom, year- 
round home, seven miles south of Geneva on the west 
side of Seneca Lake. Sleeps five comfortably. Natu
ral gas central heat and city water. Fully equipped, 
eat-in kitchen, large open living room. Window en
closed 35-foot by 10-foot porch stretching across en
tire front o f the house overlooking the water. Porch 
also has extra bed, dining room size table, couch and 
chairs. 70 feet o f stone beach, 100 foot long wood 
and steel dock with 40-foot by 8-foot end platform 
allowing plenty o f room for fishing and sunbathing. 
25-foot by 100-foot side yard, great for kids. Rent is 
$750/week with weeks still available in July and Au
gust. Pictures available or arrange to come and see 
for yourself, 257 Oak Tree Drive off West Lake Road, 
one mile south of Kashong. Contact Herb Cooley 
hjcl or call 789-9159 after 6PM.

FOR SALE: 1989 Volvo 240 sedan. Excellent run
n ing , c lea n , in d estru ctib le  car. $ 3 ,5 0 0 .  
dmg4@cornell.edu or 789-8112.

BEACH HOUSE: Vacation getaway on beautiful, 
southwest shore o f Canandaigua Lake, is only a 45

minute drive from Geneva, 10 minutes from Naples. 
Swim, sun, golf, fish, romance, relax, loaf, wine 
country, Bristol Valley Theater, Grape Festival, etc. 
Situated right on the water, suitable 1-2 couples or 
small family. Very nice beach area. Rowboat and 
canoe included. Summer openings remain in August. 
Reduced rates by week or weekend in Spring and 
Fall. Interested? Contact Elaine at elg2

SAVE Y O U R  TO PS TAPES!!! The Geneva High 
School Band is presently collecting Tops tapes as a 
fundraiser. Tapes are turned into the Geneva store 
and Tops donates funds to the band for every $600 
total collected in tapes. Funds donated to the band 
are used for expenses associated W'ith upcoming com
petitions and trips. Please collect your tapes, place 
them in an interoffice envelope and send them to 
Janice Valerio, Plant Pathology. Barton Lab.

FO R SALE: Young goat kid, Nubian/Boer cross, 
$ 35.00. Call x2496 or 315-585-2248.

GOOD BICYCLE AVAILABLE: Older model, but 
not much used. Raleigh Sprite 10-speed with 19” mixte 
frame, upright handle bars, front bag, rear rack, good 
tires, bell (!). Helmet goes with. $25, or free to gradu
ate student working with Expt Sta. professor. Contact 
MaryLou Dumbleton at 2290 or mld2@corncil.edu.

FOR SA LE : Leaving in early April. Must sell a 
Performa computer and an Iomega Zip drive. Both 
items are in excellent condition since 1 only used them 
for writing my thesis. If interested, please call 
Baozhong Meng at 2434 or 781-8465 at home. We can 
then discuss the price.

Place:

Title:

Speaker:

Date:
Time:
Place:
Title:

Speaker:

FST Conference Room, 
second floor
“Lambasting Louis: Biotech
nology Lessons from Pasteur
ization”
Dr. Joseph H. Hotchkiss, Ithaca

PLANT PATH
Tuesday, April 2, 2002 
3:30 PM, Coffee at 3 PM 
Room A 130, Barton Lab. 
“AFLP as a Tool for Identifi
cation and Characterization of 
Pythium Species”
Carla Garzon, Dept, of Plant 
Pathology, Penn State Univer
sity State College

Date:
Time:
Place:

Date:

FITNESS “
Aerobics

Monday and Friday 
12:10- 1 PM 
Sawdust Cafe

Taekwondo Classes
Monday & Wednesday, March

Time:
Place:

25 & 27, 2002 
12:10- 1 PM 
Jordan Hall Auditorium

<Be 3K Jlero!
When you join March of Dimes WalkAmerica, you give babies bom 

prematurely a fighting chance. Unready to meet the world, many of these 
babies struggle just to survive. The funds you raise (or give) support life
saving research and innovative programs.

This year the March of Dimes WalkAmerica will be held on Sunday, May 
5, beginning at 1:00 p.m., at the Seneca Lake State Park.

If you’re interesting in participating in the walk or in giving for this cause, 
please contact me. I will provide you with a registration card and more 
information.

Those of you who have participated in previous Walks should have 
received registration material at home. Please be sure to indicate you 
are on the Geneva Experiment Station team. Also, please let me know 
if you plan to Walk this year so I can include you on the Station 
list of participants. Thank You. K. DeRosa, X2236 or 
kad2@cornell.edu

CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
MONDAY, APRIL 1ST

(NO FOOLING)

JORDAN HALL STAFF ROOM 
9:00-3:00 PM

CONTACT DONNA ROELOFS (X2325 OR DRR2)  FOR AN APPOINTMENT

mailto:twh22@cornell.edu
mailto:rjdl5@nysaes.cornell.edu
mailto:dmg4@cornell.edu
mailto:mld2@corncil.edu
mailto:kad2@cornell.edu

