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— — — BRIEFS-------------
New York is 5th!

The New York State Vegetable Growers 
are crowing about figures about the New 
York vegetable industry. “We are considered 
a growth industry!” notes outgoing execu
tive secretary, Jean Warholic.

New York vegetable growers rank 5,h in 
the US in overall vegetable production— 
with only one relatively short growing sea
son!—and storage produce is available most 
of the year. The New York vegetable indus
try, including potatoes and onions, is a 
$478+ million business in New York. Na
tionally, it ranks:

#1 - Cabbage (fresh)
#1 -  Pumpkins (fresh)
#2 -  Sweet corn (fresh)
#2 -  Sweet corn (processed)
#2 -  Beets (processed)
#2 -  Cabbage (processed)
#3 -  Cauliflower (fresh)
#4 -  Snap beans (processed)
#5 -  Snap beans (fresh)
#5 -  Peas (processed)
#6 -  Cucumbers (fresh)
#7 -  Onions (fresh)
#7 -  Lettuce (head)
#7 -  CaiTots (processed)
#10 -  Carrots (fresh)
#10 -  Tomatoes (fresh)
#11 -  Potatoes (fresh)
#13 -  Dry beans (processed)

More Reason to Drink Wine
Jim Tresize, executive director of the New 

York Wine & Grape Foundation, sent this 
update around in the latest issue of the on
line “Wine Press.”

“Good cholesterol (HDL-c) is boosted by 
alcohol consumption, with wine possibly 
having added benefits, according to a re-

Agnello Promoted to Full Professor

A rt Agnello has been promoted to a 
full professorship at Cornell in the 
entomology department at the Ex

periment Station. The main goal of his pro
gram is to interpret the results of current re
search on fruit pests, particularly in apples, 
formulate it into useful information, and make 
it available to various clientele.

“Art is among the best—if not THE 
best—fruit extension worker in the world.
He has developed a productive and innova
tive research program on applied projects 
that are of major importance to the fruit in
dustry,” said Wendell Roelofs, chairman of 
the entomology department. “In my 36 years 
in this department, I have seen a number of 
people attempt to fulfill the responsibilities 
of this predominantly extension position [70 
percent extension; 30 percent research]. No 
one was able to cope with the demands of 
both extension and research in addition to 
the demands of the apple growers. However,
Art has enthusiastically taken this position and excelled in all aspects of it.”

Roelofs said Agnello gives all indication of continuing to be a world leader for many 
years. “If we were to advertise for this position, Art would be the very best candidate we 
could find to fill it at the professorial level. Art is a people person and enthusiastically 
interacts with others in all of his activities. It is truly a pleasure to have him in the depart
ment and represent Cornell in his many activities. His love for the job always shines through.” 

Agnello came to Geneva in 1986 as an assistant professor and was promoted to asso
ciate professor in 1992.

“The reality of everyday extension programming dictates that I maintain several types 
of communication with the different segments of our industry, and assess them continu
ously to be sure they’re active, relevant, and responsive,” Agnello said.

One of the things he enjoys most about his work is the feedback. “I like, and probably 
even need, immediate feedback whether it’s positive or negative, from an audience or a 
collaborator,” said Agnello. “That lets me know right away whether I’m on the right track 
or completely off-base.” He enjoys being in the orchard so he can talk directly to producers 
and make sure he knows what is going on. “These interactions give me satisfaction that I’m 
paying attention to what’s happening so I keep on top of pest control problems that might 
otherwise cause unpleasant surprises.”

When asked about his many accomplishments, Agnello said he is proudest of the Scaf
folds weekly newsletter.

“Ten years ago we started Scaffolds to provide brief updates on tree fruit production 
and pest control from pest control experts and collaborators to fruit extension specialists,
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(BRIEFS, continued)
cent French study in the Journal o f Epide
miology and Community Health. (There are 
two types of cholesterol: LDL (the bad) and 
HDL (the good.) In the study population of 
about 3,000 French men and women, alco
hol consumption showed a positive and sig
nificant association with HDL-c and triglyc
erides (TG) in both sexes. Wine was positively 
associated with HDL-c; beer with HDL-c in 
men and TG in both men and women; and 
wine drinkers had higher HDL-c levels than 
non-wine drinkers. The specific influence of 
any particular alcoholic beverage on blood lip
ids was not clearly demonstrated, but wine 
preference found in a group with higher 
lifestyle standards was associated with a more 
favorable blood lipid profile.”

Bids Taken
B & P surplus equipment: JLG 40 ft. 

Manlift with 3,324 hours, V-4 Wisconsin 
powered, 2 wheel drive. Steering does not 
work, $500 or best offer. Please place bids 
in a sealed envelope marked: Bid for 
Manlift and submitt to the B & P office 
before 2 pm, March 2, 2002. Contact A1 
Fairbrother at x2304 with questions.

2002 Station Club Membership Drive 
2/1/01-2/28/02

Join Station Club during the membership 
drive and become eligible to win coveted 
Station Club merchandise on March 1. The 
cost of a membership is: family-$8; single- 
$5; retirees receive a $1 discount.

Members receive a discount on admission 
to events where a fee is charged, and on Sta
tion Club merchandise. Also, numerous door 
prizes are given away each year.

Profits received from merchandise sales go 
back to the employees by sponsoring all the events 
and making special purchases for employees.

CONTACT YOUR STATION CLUB 
REP AND JOIN TODAY!!

Melatonin Levels High in Tart Cherries
If you suffer from sleeplessness, you might 

consider consuming more tart cherries. Ac
cording to Russel Reiter of the University 
of Texas, cherries contain an extremely sig
nificant quantity of melatonin, enough to 
produce positive results in the body. Cherry

(Continued on page 4)

(AGNELLO, continued)

agents, consultants, and industry representatives,” he said.
Scaffolds is distributed free to those people who advise growers, and allows county 

staff to extract useful items for their own service letters. “It also provides a forum for 
publicizing local information over a broader area than that to which we might regu
larly have access,” said Agnello. Distribution has grown into a network of individuals, 
private and public organizations, computer mailing lists, and bulletin boards. Besides 
via regular post, Scaffolds is sent via e-mail to over 300 subscribers in 19 states and 
four provinces. “We’ve also made it available as a specially formatted web version 
with links to a range of online Cornell resources,” said Agnello. “Exchange of this 
information with university counterparts in surrounding states helps coordinate re
gional fruit extension efforts with other production areas, and maintains the value of 
New York’s contributions to this sector of the agricultural economy.”

Because he works with so many different types of audiences— researchers, exten
sion agents, crop consultants, growers, ag industry representatives, fruit marketers, 
regulatory agencies, and the public—Agnello said his biggest challenge is to make 
sure he keeps a broad perspective. “I need to make certain I ’m satisfying the needs of 
all the different groups, while still maintaining an active and relevant research pro
gram,” he said.

In talking about the future, Agnello said, “I’m looking forward to the challenge of 
incorporating new technology into the discipline of extension entomology while keep
ing sufficiently connected with my audience so they have a sense of dealing with a real 
person rather than just a college office. I’m looking ahead— although not without some 
apprehension—to see how my responsibilities will need to change to respond to increas
ingly different technological needs and requests from our extension clientele. Develop
ments in distance learning and online capabilities will make this job considerably differ
ent from what it is today.”

Agnello received his B.S. in biological sciences in 1974 from Cornell University in 
1974, his M.S. in Entomology from the University of Florida in Gainesville, FL, in 
1979, and his Ph.D. in Entomology from North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC, 
in 1985.

Agnello has been married for 20 years to his wife, Ellen, who works as an ad-hoc 
instructor of anatomy and physiology at Finger Lakes Community College and a chemo
therapy nurse at Clifton Springs Hospital. They have one son, Mark, who is a freshman 
at Geneva High School. Agnello calls music “the path not taken.” He plays trumpet and 
piano as an avocation, which means “it’s a good thing I don’t have to depend on it to 
eat,” he said. He leads his son’s Boy Scout troop which allows him to take advantage of 
most opportunities to test his camping skills. Home winemaking fulfills his “closet chemist 
tendencies,” and he practices martial arts to “help clear the cobwebs.”

When giving thanks, Agnello was very generous. “It’s been said before, but people 
are only as productive and creative as their colleagues and work environment allow 
them to be. Our entire department promotes such an atmosphere of collaboration and 
purpose that it’s difficult to imagine doing this job any other way. Our chairman, Wendell 
Roelofs, deserves credit for recognizing that very diverse and distinctive program spe
cializations are needed to constitute a department that distinguishes itself by both its 
breadth and its depth,” he said. He noted he has the advantage of being able to combine 
efforts with other faculty, some of whom, like Harvey Reissig, Jan Nyrop, Dick Straub 
and Andrew Landers, are active in the same research areas. “I know that the door is also 
open equally for collaboration with anyone in entomology or at the Station who might 
have complementary interests,” said Agnello. “I ’m fortunate to have the assistance of 
such a good field biologist as Dave Kain in my program. We have different work styles, 
but we fill in for each other when the territory gets hard to cover. I value his appreciation 
of what’s needed to research and deliver practical fruit pest information.”

J. Zakour
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(above) Megan Kennelly (Plant Path), one o f the organizers 
o f the Chocolate Fest, gets a sample o f chocolate, also enjoyed 
by (right) Andrea Ficke (Plant Path), Mary Jean Welser (Hort 
Sci), and Dave Gadoury (Plant Path).

Culinary Challenge
February was a month for chili and chocolate at the Station. On Feb. 8, 

the 5th Annual Barton Lab Chili Cook-Off took place in the Barton 
Lab lobby. The winners were:

1st Place for Best Chili with Meat: Tom and Judy Burr 
2nd Place for Best Chili with Meat: Doug Knipple 
1st Place for Best Vegetarian Chili: David Gadoury 
2nd Place was a tie between Megan Kennelly and Tyrone Hall 
1st Place for Most Creative Chili: Neeru Khadge 
2nd Place for Most Creative Chili: Roumen and Diana Penev 
On Feb. 13, S.A.G.E.S. spon

sored a Valentine’s Day Chocolate 
Fest in the Food Science Confer
ence Room. Rich, sweet, 
chocolatey delightful treats were 
available for sampling, with reci
pes to share.

(top) George Abawi (Plant Path) samples 
one o f the many chilis at the Chili Cook
off. (left) Paul Robbins and Doug Knipple 
(Entomology) applied their discriminating 
tastebuds to more chili.

Thanh ta aU w h  participated!!
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
FEBRUARY22 - M ARCH  1,2002

—  'SEMINARS 
HORT SCIENCE

Date: Monday, February 25, 2002
Time: 11AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Title: “Grapevine Fanleaf Virus and its

Nematode Vector, Xiphinema In
dex”

Speaker: Mr. Hans Walter-Peterson,
Cornell/Penn State Coop. Ext., 
Fredonia

PROTEOMICS SEMINAR
Date: Tuesday, February 26, 2002
Time: 11AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Title: “Proteomics of chloroplasts from 

Arabidopsis thaliaruv, prediction 
and experimentation”

Speaker: Dr. Klaas Jan van Wijk, Assis
tant Professor, Dept, of Plant 
Biology-Ithaca

FOOD SCIENCE
Date: Wednesday, February 27,2002
Time: 2:30 PM
Place: FST Conference Rm., 2nd 

Floor
Title: “Understanding Transmission 

of Listeria monocytogenes 
Through the Food System”

Speaker: Dr. Martin Wiedmann, Ithaca

. FITNESS 
Aerobics

Date: Monday and Friday
Time: 12:10- 1 PM
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Taekardio
Date: Monday and Wednesday, 

February, 25, 27, 2002
Time: 12:10- 1 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

CLASSIFIED
F OR SALE: 1987 Dodge Shadow, 4cyl,4dr, AT ,PS, 
PB. New exhaust, brakes, fuel tank, radiator, timing 
belt, etc. Good body and interior, runs well. $650. Call 
Terry at ex -2283 ,315-789-5473 or tds2@comell.edu

FOR RENT: Bright, spacious one bedroom apartment 
in the historic district. Great location with an excellent 
view of the lake. Laundry on premises, off-street park
ing. $500/mo. includes all. Available April 1. If inter
ested please email ym20@comell.edu or call 781 -2963 
after 6 p.m.

(CLASSIFIED, continued)
FOR SALE 1982 Ford Bronco. This is the full size 
machine with the large V-8. The vehicle has 125,000 
mi, but the engine was rebuilt with a new block 5,000 
miles ago. Great power train and interior, fair body. 
AT,PS, PB, PW. $2600. Contact Terry atx2283, or 789- 
5473 evenings.

FOR SALE: 1991 Chevy Astro Van Extended, good 
condition. All set to tow your boat to the lake or take 
your kid’s stuff back and forth to college! Seats 7, with 
4 captains chairs and a bench seat in the back. New  
tires, brakes and water pump. Maintained at Seneca 
C astle Auto. $2900 . em ail Cheryl TenEyck at 
cntl @cornell.edu, ext. 2379 or at home 789-3493.

FOR SALE: 1994, 7 passenger, V6, Dodge Caravan 
MiniVan. 108,000 miles. Air conditioning, automatic 
transmission, power steering, cruise control, dual air 
bags, tilt wheel, AM/FM stereo. Well maintained, clean 
condition. Blue Book value $5260. Price: $2700. Phone 
789-9304 or email rwrl.

HOUSE FOR RENT: 287 E. North St. Four bedroom 
house, completely renovated inside and out. Large 
kitchen, 1 1/2 baths and laundry. Includes new elec
tric, phone, cable and LAN wiring! Hot water base
board heat. $750 per month. Utilities/services not in
cluded. Landlord provides lawncare. Call 781 -0682 or 
Herb Cooley at x2266.

N o b o d y  c a r e s  
if you coni  
dance well. 
Jasf fjet up 
and dance*

Dave Barry

(BRIEFS, continued)

juice concentrate has 10 times the melato
nin of some raw fruit.

Produced in the pineal gland at the base 
of the brain, melatonin controls sleepiness 
at night, wakefulness in the day and func
tions as an antioxidant to help the body de
stroy free radicals.

Montmorency cherries contain up to 13.5 
nanograms of melatonin per gram of cher
ries more than is normally found in the 
blood. Melatonin is soluble in fat and wa
ter, and can therefore enter some cells that 
vitamins cannot.

Fruit Growers News, Feb. 2002

RIT Student Visit-Feb. 4

Julie Kikkert demonstrated the gene gun 
to a group o f  Plant Biotech students 
from R IT  who visited the Station on 
Monday, Feb. 4. Linda McCandless, 
Herb Aldwinckle, Dennis Gonsalves, and 
Phillip Griffiths also spoke to the group.

CORNELL’S

f/ Vinification and Brewing 
^Technology Laboratory
t Annua/ Gala D inner and

Prem iere W ine Country Auction
Friday, March 8,2002 Y Casa Larga Vineyards, 

Fairport, NY

Reception at 6 PM, featuring sparkling wines and specialty beers.
A gourmet dinner will be served at 7 PM.

$100 per person ($50 tax deductible contribution)
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Lodge at Wooddiff 

(800) 365-3065 OR www.woodclifflodge.com 
A bus will be available to take you to and from Woodcliff to Casa Larga 

Contact Nancy Long (315)787-2248 OR NPLl@cornell.edu 
www.nysaes.cornell.edu/fst/vb

mailto:tds2@comell.edu
mailto:ym20@comell.edu
http://www.woodclifflodge.com
mailto:NPLl@cornell.edu
http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/fst/vb

