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------------BRIEFS -------- ---
Benefair Winners in Geneva

Glen Straight, from Plant Pathology, 
was the Grand Prize Winner of Cornell 
Benefair 2000. He won two tickets plus 
transportation to Annie, Get Your Gun! in 
New York City. The Broadway show fea
tures Reba McEntire. Herb Aldwinckle, 
won a $50 gift certificate for Downtown 
Ithaca. Tops $50 gift certificates went to 
Nancy Long and Kathy DeRosa.

“We really have Paul Bursic, Director 
of Benefit Services for Cornell in the Of
fice for Human Resources, to thank,” said 
Charie Hibbard. "He waited to hold the 
Cornell drawing after the Benefair was held 
in Geneva on December 5 so our people 
would have the opportunity to participate 
in the Ithaca Benefair prize drawings.”

Congratulations, all!

Retirement Celebrations
Please join the Department of Horticul

tural Sciences and the Field Research Unit 
in a reception honoring Dona and A1 Soper 
and Jack Reich.

Friday, January 12, 2001 
3:00 - 4:00 pm 
Sawdust Cafe

Refreshments will be served

The Sopers and Reich retired last month 
after 80 plus years of combined service to 
the Experiment Station. To honor them, we 
invite you to join us in this informal gather
ing. Please stop by anytime during the hour 
to wish them well.

We will be taking a collection for gifts. If 
you would like to contribute, please send 
your donation to Lorraine Barry, 104 
Hedrick Hall. Please specify who your gift 
money is for and send to Lorraine by next

(Continued on page 2)

Gala Dinner and Premier Wine 
Auction 2001

C
onnoisseurs of fine Fin 
ger Lakes wine and wild 
game should grab a 

black tie and an auction paddle 
and come to the Gala Dinner and 
Premier Wine Auction at Casa
Larga Vineyards in Fairport, NY, 
on March 9, 2001.

“The event benefits the new 
Vinification and Brewing Tech
nology Laboratory that opened 
at the Experiment Station on 
March 31, 2000,” said Thomas 
Henick-Kling, who directs 
C ornell’s enology program.
“The goal is economic develop
ment through applied science 
and technology combined with 
training programs that result in 
high quality products for con
sumers.” This is the fourth year 
the event will be held.

The gourmet dinner will be 
preceded at 6 p.m. by a recep
tion featuring fine New York 
State sparkling wines and spe
cialty beers. More than 20 dif
ferent wines and about 10 beers 
will be served during the recep
tion and dinner. After dinner, 
cases of premium wine, delectable comestibles from local restaurants, and overnight B&B 
packages from fine Finger Lakes establishments will be put to the gavel by auctioneer 
Harris Wilcox.

The V&B lab was opened in March, 2000. “Lab infrastructure is complete and an 
extension enologist is being hired,” said Henick-Kling. “We have moved the Analytical 
Lab into the facilty and made all our experimental wines from the 2000 season there.” 
Acquisition of new heat treatment equipment has increased the amount of wine the V&B 
Lab is equipped to handle.

The Lab represents a university/industry partnership on the part of Cornell University 
and the Experiment Station. When the project was launched in 1997, the Station sought 
$250,000 to $500,000 in start-up funds, and hoped to establish a $1 million endowment for 
staff and programming. So far, over $210,000 in state funds have been earmarked for the 
project, and $70,000 in donations have been made by industry and local wine trails.

(Continued on page 2)
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(BRIEFS, continued)

Wednesday, Jan. 10.
Additionally, we would like to put to

gether a book of letters for Dona Soper. We 
know Dona will cherish this gift, so please 
send your letter and/or note to me, no later 
than next Wednesday, January 10, 2001.

Thank you and we hope to see you next 
Friday!

L. Barry

Itching for Spring?
For an early dose of spring, plan on 

attending the 13th Annual NYS Vegetable 
Conference, Feb. 12-15, 2001, at the Holi
day Inn Syracuse and Convention Center on 
Electronics Parkway in Liverpool, NY. This 
is the same location the conference has been 
held for a number of years. This statewide 
event draws about 500 per day for each of 
three days and is one of the most educational 
forums around. The conference is for com
mercial growers interested in improving 
their existing crop production, growing new 
crops, and exploring new markets.

As in the past, the conference will fea
ture educational sessions that focus on fresh 
market, storage and processing vegetables 
for growers statewide, along with a full trade 
show with more than 80 exhibitors.

The topic of the 2001 Becker Forum 
on Monday, Feb. 12, is “Consolidation & 
Globalization of Markets: Are You Ready?” 
Presentations, displays and videos will in
clude the potential market for vegetables in 
K-12 school cafeterias, by Glenda Neff, 
Executive Director, NY Farms!, a report 
from the Eden Valley Growers, and strate
gic planning for your farm business.

Other topics that will be addressed 
during the conference are largely crop ori
ented. They include: potatoes, snap beans, 
peas, cabbage, labor and brassica on Feb. 
13; sweet corn, onions, beets, carrots, mixed 
fresh vegetables on Feb. 14; Halloween 
crops, soil quality, tomatoes, and peppers on 
Feb. 15.

As in the past, Cornell researchers from 
both Ithaca and Geneva will be featured 
prominently in the educational sessions over 
the three days. They include: Gerald White 
(AEM/Ithaca), farm business and strategic 
planning; Walter DeJong (Plant Breeding/

(Continued on page 3)

(V & B, continued)
The 2,000 sq. ft. Laboratory is specially designed for enology and brewing studies. 

The facility will be used by faculty and staff at Geneva, as well as wineries, breweries, 
suppliers, equipment manufacturers, educators, consumers, national associations, and stu
dents testing new technologies and piloting procedures. Workshops, experimental research 
projects, and certification programs will help integrate the brewers’ and winemakers’ ex
periences with the resources and scientists at Geneva.

The dinner is optional black-tie and $100 per reservation. Tickets can be obtained 
from Nancy Long, by calling her at X2288, or e-mailing npl 1 @cornell.edu Dinner choices 
are: Venison Sauteed in Green Peppercorn Sauce, Roasted Pheasant Stuffed with Wild 
Rice and Pine Nuts, Fennel Stuffed Colorado Rainbow Trout, or Wild Mushroom Ragout 
in a Walnut Gorgonzola Croustade. Reservations should include choice of dinner and a 
check made payable to Cornell University for $100 for each dinner selected ($50 is tax 
deductible). The related web site is http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/fst/vb/

New Postage Rates for 2001
Starting Sunday, January 7,2001, the price 

of a First Class Letter will increase from 33 
cents to 34 cents for the first ounce. Each 
additional ounce will decrease from 22 cents 
to 21 cents. Postcards will remain at 20 cents. 
Certified mail is now $1.90. Return receipt 
is $1.50.

An Express Letter is now - SI2.25 
Up to 2 Lbs. $ 16. and so on up to 70 Lbs.
The new rates are as follows:

Up to I ounce - .34
2 ounce - .55
3 ounce - .76
4 ounce - .97
5 ounce -1.18
6 ounce - 1.39
7 ounce - 1.60
8 ounce -1.81
9 ounce - 2.02
10 ounce - 2.23
11 ounce - 2.44
12 ounce - 2.65
13 ounce - 2.86
Over 13 ounces is considered Priority 
M a il

Those new rales are:
Up to 1 Lb. - 3.50
2 Lb. - 3.95
3 Lb.-5.15
4 Lb. - 6.35
5 Lb. - 7.55
and so on up to 70 Lbs.

International Rates increase on Sunday 
January 7, 2001. International mail will no 
longer be rated by the half ounce. First Class 
Air Mail will be rated by the ounce up to 8 
ounces and then by 4 ounces up to the 64 
ounce limit. The rates are also separated into 
5 rate groups ( zone^ ).

For example:

l=Canada 2=Mexico 3=France 4=Japan 5=Chinu

Up to 1 ounce: 

.60 .60 .80 .80 .80

2 ounces 

.85 .85 1.60 1.70 1.55

3 ounces 

1.10 1.25 2.40 2.60 2.30

4 ounces 

1.35 1.65 3.20 3.50 3.05

5 ounces 

1.60 2.05 4.00 4.40 3.80

6 ounces 

1.85 2.45 4.80 5.30 4.55

7 ounces 

2.10 2.85 5.60 6.20 5.30
8 ounces 

2.35 3.25 6.40 7.10 6.05

12 ounces 

3.10 4.00 7.55 8.40 7.65

16 ounces 

3.75 5.15 8.70 9.70 9.25

and so on up to 4 Lbs.

Sound confusing? As always, Matt Lewis can help you at x2251.
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Charity Begins at Work

The saying goes, “Charity begins at home,” but, due to the generosity of Station em
ployees this holiday season, it could also be said that, “Charity begins at work.”
Here is a sampling of the generosity doled out to needy causes by Station depart

ments and their employees this holiday season.
The staff at Jordan Hall collected items for children and women, which they gave to 

the Shelter for Battered women. Their efforts were spearheaded by Charlene Dunham. 
The Horticultural Sciences Department collected various toys, canned goods, 

clothes and donated a whole bin of apples for the Center of Con
cern which they delivered before the holiday break. Accord
ing to Horticulture Sciences administrative assistant Lorriane 
Barrie, “We do this every year and I am very proud of our 
people as each year their donations grow larger and larger.” 

The Plant Pathology Department’s good deed was to 
anonymously sponsor a local family through the Head Start 

Program in Geneva. Their family was a single mother with 
two daughters, ages 4 and 6. They collected clothing, toys, gift 

certificates, etc. for the family, wrapped them and delivered them 
to the Head Start Office. “Through the generosity of our staff, we 

collected three BIG bags full of presents for all members of the fam
ily,” said Plant Pathology administrative assistant Janice Valerio.

Station Club also did their share by collecting canned goods for The 
House of Concern. “We try to do whatever we can to help those who are less fortunate than 
we are,” said Station Club President Gemma Osborne, when asked about their annual drive.

This year’s most unique approach to holiday giving came from the Entomology De
partment. This year, it was the Barton Lab fourth floor’s turn to sponsor the annual holiday 
party. They turned the party into an auction. Employees donated items to be auctioned and 
then the entire proceeds were given to three local charities: The Salvation Army, Catholic 
Charities, and The Center of Concern.

People contributing items to the auction were: Karen Wentworth (three jars of home
made jam), Marylou Hessney (dog biscuits), Dave Combs (Seneca Lake fishing trip), Steve 
Hesler (fresh holiday wreath), Bill Wilsey (bottle of wine with glasses), the Administrative 
Staff ( ‘Pamper Baskets’ [massage gift certificate and other relaxing items]), Dave Soderlund’s 
lab (baked goods basket), Art Agnello (homemade wine selection), Jan Nyrop (wood wine 
bottle holder), Jen Ogrodnick (chocolate fantasy basket), Joe Zhao and Yaxin Li (handmade 
New Year’s paper cuttings), Wendell Roelof’s group (dinner gift certificate), Greg English- 
Loeb’s lab (strawberries), and John Curtis (his boots, for which he received a bid of minus $5!). 
Nyrop and Curtis acted as auctioneers for the event, which raised exactly $500.

Afterwards, Jen Ogrodnick and Karen Wentworth delivered the money to the respec
tive organizations. “The people at the Center of Concern were just thrilled with the cash 
donation!” said Ogrodnick.

Thanks should be given to all the Station employees who made contributions this 
holiday season. They proved that not only is it better to give than to receive, but that charity 
begins at work.

J. Zakour

□ □
The heart-felt condolences of the entire Station com

munity go to Lyle Hanvey regarding the very untimely 
death of his oldest son Lyle. Those wishing to make 
contributions to the family may do so at the Buildings 
and Properties main office.

□ TJLTJLV□

(BRIEFS, continued)

Ithaca), NY potato breeding program; Arlie 
McFaul (CCE/Lake Plains Region), peas and 
snap beans; Phil Griffiths and Molly Jahn, 
bean breeding at Cornell, and black rot re
sistance in cabbage (Hort Science/Geneva 
& Plant Breeding/Ithaca, respectively); Tho
mas Bjorkman (Hort Science/Geneva), 
starter P for snap beans and peas; George 
Abawi (Plant Path/Geneva), root rot control, 
beet diseases and leaf blight of carrots; Mike 
Hoffmann, Curt Petzoldt and John Gibbons 
(IPM), IPM for potato and vegetable grow
ers; Bill Brodie (Plant Path/Ithaca), Golden 
Nematodes; Don Haiseth (Hort/Ithaca), po
tato industry concerns; Brian Caldwell 
(CCE/South Central), production and mar
keting of organic potatoes in NYS; Eliza
beth Earle (Plant Breeding/Ithaca), pest-re
sistant Brassicas; Helene Dillard (Plant Path/ 
Geneva), rots, rusts, russetting and Alterna- 
ria leaf spot; Tony Shelton (Entomology/ 
Geneva), “ ...of cabbages and kings”; Wen- 
Fei Uva (AEM/Ithaca), sweet corn market
ing; Anusuya Rangarajan (Hort/Ithaca), 
early sweet corn, and artichoke production 
in the NE; John Mishanec (CCE/Eastern NY 
IPM), onion breeding 2000 and sweet corn 
insecticide trials; Alan Taylor (Hort Science/ 
Geneva), beet seed update; Robin Bellinder 
(Hort/Ithaca), herbicide research in carrots 
and beets, and weed control; Roy Ellerbrock 
(Hort/Ithaca), onions; Martha Mutschler and 
Ed Cobb (Ithaca), onion breeding 2000, and 
tomatoes; Dick Straub (Entomology/Hudson 
Valley Lab), insecticide resistance in onion 
insects; Tom Kuhar (Entomology/Ithaca), 
flea beetles and Stewart’s wilt in sweet com; 
Thomas Zitter (Plant Path/Ithaca), disease 
control; Jim Lorbeer (Plant Path/Ithaca), 
vegetable diseases; Steve Hadcock (CCE/ 
Columbia Cty), plasticulture and staking of 
tomatoes; Harold Van Es (Crop & Soil Sci- 
ence/Ithaca), soils; Steve Reiners (Hort Sci
ence/G eneva), gourds; Quirine Ketterings, 
(Crop and Soil Science/Ithaca) soil tests; 
Margaret McGrath, cucurbit diseases (Plant 
Path/Riverhead); Chris Wien (Hort/Ithaca), 
fruit set; Laurie Drinkwater (Hort/Jthaca), 
carbon and nitrogen cycling in annuals; 
Charles Bornt, great pumpkins (CCE/Lake 
Plains Region); Alan Erb, cover crops (CCE/ 
Lake Plains Region).

You’ll be itching to plant when it's over. 
For more information, or to attend the con
ference, notify Jean Warholic at the 
NYS VGA at 607-539-7648.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
JANUARY 5-12, 2001

Date:

MEETINGS
Geneva Faculty Meeting

Tuesday, January 9, 2001
Time: 3:30 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room

Date:
CALS Chairs’ Meeting

Tuesday, January 9, 2001
Time: 10:30 AM
Place: 348 Morrison Hall

Chairs’ & Unit Leaders’ Meeting 
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2001
Time: 2:00 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room

SEMINARS

A New Life-Saving Technology at Geneva Station
Every two minutes, someone in this country goes into sudden cardiac arrest. It can 

happen anytime, anywhere, to anyone, and, unless normal heart rhythm is restored within 
a very brief period, death is practically inevitable.

But now there is hope in the form of a remarkable medical device called automated 
external defibrillator (AED). This device can assess the patient’s heart rhythm, judge 
whether defibrillation is needed, and then, if needed, administer an electrical shock through 
the chest wall to the heart. These devices are simple to operate and can be used by non
medical personnel with proper AED training.

A defibrillation program is now in effect at the Geneva Station. Currently 13 Geneva staff 
members are trained on AED operation. More volunteers are needed. The AED Unit is 
located in the Horticultural Sciences Headhouse Greenhouse to provide timely and early 
defibrillation. Environmental Health & Safety is planning to provide an AED for each build
ing within the next 7 years.

It is very important for all staff members at the NYS Agricultural Experiment Station to 
understand procedures for requesting help for medical emergencies. Please read the pro
cedures listed below, post them where they would be accessible if needed. If you have 
questions about these procedures, please contact Soon Kong at extension 2350 or 
sskl9@cornell.edu.

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES
Date: January 8, 2001
Time: 11AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Speaker: Mary Howell Martens

Member of USDA Biotech Com
mittee

Title: “A Washington Perspective-—
Agricultural Biotech, the USDA, 
and Organic Farming”

FITNESS
Aerobics

Date: Mon., Wed., & Fri.
Time: 12:10-1:00 P.M.
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Taekardio
Date: Mon.& Tue., January 8, 9, 2001
Time: 12:10-1:00 P.M.

Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE: Car CD player/radio Audiovox Rampage 
ACD-22 25 watts per channel. Detachable face plate. 
Used only 4 months. $70. Call Lisa Blanchard @2436 
ore-mail: lmbl6@cornell.edu

STATION WAGON FOR SALE: 1986 Chevy Ca
price in good condition, roof rack, 8-seater (back seat 
folds down), Oldsmobile taxi engine runs beautifully; 
178 K miles; $ 1.000. Call 85-8879; ckk3@comell.edu

FOR SALE: Upright piano, very good condition. $ 150 
or B/O. Call Dave, x2496 or 585-2248.

REQUESTING HELP FOR MEDICAL EMERGENCY

1. Call for help
Scream or yell for help to get assistance from co-workers or other building occupants

2. Call 9-911 and Extension 2499
Try to call 9-911 and extension 2499 simultaneously by one person calling the 9-911 
and the other person calling the extension 2499 with the following information:
• Your name and telephone number
• Location of the emergency
• Type of emergency
Note: Stay on the phone to answer all the questions from the dispatcher

3. If you are alone with a downed person, call 9-911 first than call extension 2499 
for assistance as soon as possible

Note: Response time is very critical, therefore, after giving critical information to 9- 
911, call extension 2499 immediately

ATTENTION ALL NATIVES!
Station Club is sponsoring 

another Blood Drive on Mon
day February 5. Please mark 
this date on your calendar and 
plan on coming to this “Tribal 
Meeting.” We can’t SURVIVE 
without You! You can schedule 
your appointment with your 
Tribal Council Leader, Donna 
Roelofs at drr2 or X2325.

mailto:sskl9@cornell.edu
mailto:lmbl6@cornell.edu
mailto:ckk3@comell.edu

