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Benefits Deadlines

Please remember that Friday, Dec. 7, is 
the deadline for some Open Enrollment deci
sions you may want to make.

December 7: Select Benefits: Dependent 
Day Car Account, to participate in 2002. This 
deadline applies to both endowed and statu
tory employees. You can make your changes 
before Friday over the web this year. Simply 
go to EEssentials on the OHR website at 
<http://eessentials.ohr.cornell.edu>. It is easy 
to use and will save you a trip to the mailbox 
or to Day Hall.

December 28: Statutory Health and 
Dental Plans. The NYS Option Transfer Pe
riod ends on 12/28, to change plans, go from 
family to individual coverage or drop cover
age altogether. Other changes can be arranged 
at any time of year. The State will not accept 
electronic registration yet. So you cannot use 
the EEssentials website for Option Transfer 
transactions.

December 31:Select Benefits: Medical 
Expense Account, to participate in 2002. This 
deadline applies to both endowed and statu
tory employees. It includes Long Term Care 
Insurance, to begin participation on February 
1, 2002, with no health questions for employ
ees. This is a one-time offer to skip the health 
questions. You can sign up later if you wish 
by successfully passing the health screening. 
This plan is available to both endowed and 
statutory employees. Here too, you can regis
ter for the Medical Expense Account or sign 
up for Long Term Care Insurance over the web 
before the deadline over the winter holiday. 
Go to <http://eessentials.ohr.cornell.edu> to 
access this easy to use system.

If you have any questions as the dead
lines approach, call Benefits Services at 255- 
3936, or email benefits@ cornell.edu.

Ag & Food Tech Park Secures 
Land Transfer and Additional Funding

T he research  
park that will 
promote high- 

tech and biotechnol
ogy jobs in the Fin
ger Lakes is ju s t 
bricks and macadam 
short of reality now 
that the governor of 
New York has put 
his “G eorge E.
Pataki” on the dotted 
line. On Friday, Nov.
16, Pataki signed

legislation that au- aeriai v[ew 0f  the Genea campus highlights the area earmarked 
thorized the state to / o r  fhe Ag & fo o d  Tech Park
transfer and convey
70 acres of land owned by the State University of New York to Cornell in exchange for other 
nearby properties. The land will be used to build the Cornell Agriculture and Food Technology 
Park adjacent to the Experiment Station in Geneva. As many as 150 full-time employees could 
be added within three years of the park’s completion.

“The creation of this new Agriculture and Food Technology Park is great news for the 
Finger Lakes and marks another step in our ongoing effort to promote high-tech and biotech job 
opportunities,” said Governor Pataki. “As the national economic downturn continues to present 
major challenges, bold initiatives like the creation of this new park will help ensure that New 
York remains highly competitive in the battle for the high-paying jobs of the future.”

“The Ag Tech Park’s mission is to foster the expansion of agriculture, food science, and 
biotechnology research while also promoting economic growth,” said Director Jim Hunter, who 
is also president of the Ag Tech Park corporation. “The park will enable start-up and established 
companies to carry out cutting-edge research, and will complement the existing research and 
extension programs of the Experiment Station.”

The last major hurdle for the facility was cleared in August, when the Assembly approved 
the project after three years of negotiations. The NY State Senate and Governor Pataki had 
previously announced their support for the park. The legislation takes effect immediately.

Senator Michael Nozzolio (R-53rd), who has been instrumental in acquiring support for 
the park, said, “This is a tremendous victory, a victory we have been fighting to achieve for the 
past few years. Now the ag tech park is not just a vision, but a reality.”

Additional Federal Funding Secured
In mid-November, Rep. Thomas M. Reynolds (R-27th) announced that the park re

ceived $250,000 in federal funding to be used for infrastructure developm ent, design and
(Continued on page 3

http://eessentials.ohr.cornell.edu
http://eessentials.ohr.cornell.edu
mailto:benefits@cornell.edu


DECEMBER 7-14,2001

Horticultural History from Geneva on Display in Ithaca

If you are on the Cornell campus in the next six weeks, look for this exhibit featuring artifacts 
from Geneva’s rare horticultural and book collections on the first floor, in Mann Library.

Rare artifacts o f h o rticu ltu ra l h isto ry  
from the Experiment Station’s collections 

are on display in an exhibit entitled “Ox Hearts, 
Madame’s Thigh, & Seek-No-Further,” on the 
first floor of Mann Library, in Ithaca, until mid- 
January. Truly, you need ‘seek no further’ if you 
are looking for a catalog listing heirloom variet
ies of fruit for a shilling, with wax models of fruit 
so life-like the creator cut hair from his own arm 
to make the bristles on the raspberries.

The 208-year-old centerpiece of the exhibit 
is a copy of a 1793 catalog from the Prince Nurs
ery, the extremely rare original of which came 
from the Frank A. Lee Library at the Experiment 
Station. The broadside is accompanied by eight 
samples of the Experiment Station’s wax fruit col
lection. In addition, the three display cases in
clude 12 botanical and horticultural texts from 
Mann’s Special Collections, which are open to 
history or plates of some of the fruit listed in the 
catalog. English cherries, plums, apricots, nec
tarines, peaches, pears, apples, grapevines, goose
berries, roses, evergreen trees and shrubs and tim
ber trees were all available from the Prince Nurs
ery. In 1793, the price of all fruit trees was one 
shilling and six pence (Is. 6d.).

According to exhibit notes, Robert Prince 
established the Prince Nurseries in 1730 in Flush
ing, Long Island. The family ran the nursery— 
the first important com mercial nursery in 
America—for four generations, until 1865. One 
of its customers was Thomas Jefferson, whose 
favorite apple, ‘Esopus Spitzenburg’, is among 
those listed. The Prince Nursery was one the first 
in America to advertise budded and grafted fruit 
trees. This is significant because fruit trees at the 
time were typically seedlings, highly variable in 
fruit quality. Most varieties were of French or 
English origin.

“I came across the Prince Nursery Catalog/ 
broadside when it was returned to Mann Library 
from CUL Conservation/Preservation in Olin 
Library last year,” said Marty Schlabach, direc
tor of the Frank A. Lee Library. “It had appar
ently been sent for conservation during Peter 
McDonald’s tenure. When it was sent to Mann, 
staff didn’t realize at first where it came from 
and what it was about. When we determined that 
it belonged to Geneva, I asked Mann to keep it 
in their special collections, since Geneva doesn’t 
have adequate security, physical or environmen
tal conditions for such rarities here.”

This broadside is the one original among a

number of copies of early nursery catalog broad
sides that are framed in the Experiment Station’s 
library. “There is a typewritten note on the back 
of one from 1771, indicating that it is a copy of 
the original in the Library Company of Philadel
phia, an extraordinary rare book collection on 
American up through the 19th century,” said 
Schlabach.

Geneva has a number of rare titles. Some 
were apparently collected by Ulysses P. Hedrick, 
an eminent horticulturist who worked at the Ex
periment Station from 1905-1937, serving as its

sixth director, from 1928-1937.
The wax fruit in the exhibit at Mann Library 

includes named varieties of strawberries, grapes, 
peaches, apples, raspberries, cherries and apples. 
These fruit models were part of a rare collection 
created for teaching purposes for the Experiment 
Station in painstaking detail by James Lawson, 
between 1920 and 1935, and Clara Barnes, be
tween 1936 and 1942. The models were used to 
document different varieties as well as common 
insect and disease damage. The wax fruit itself 

(Continued on page 3)
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(PARK, continued)
construction. The federal money is in addi
tion to $645,000 that Reynolds secured for 
the park last year. Reynolds called the pro
posed Ag-Tech Park an “important, job-cre
ating project.”

The idea of an agriculture, food and 
biotechnology park was first recommended 
in the Experim ent S tation ’s M aster Plan, 
which was com pleted in 1995. In 1997, the 
City of G eneva’s M aster Plan also endorsed 
the idea o f a park. From  1997 to ’99, a 
Project Feasibility Report, Preliminary En
vironmental Analysis, a M arket Study, and 
a Project Business Plan were com pleted. 
The project has generated broad community 
involvem ent among a num ber of players, 
in c lu d in g  C o rn e ll ,  N Y S E G , S en a to r  
Nozzolio, and the industrial development 
agencies o f both the City of Geneva and 
Ontario County. The Geneva Area Cham 
ber of Com m erce and Geneva Growth, Inc. 
have also been early supporters.

The park board is in the process of hir
ing  S a ra to g a  A s s o c ia te s  o f S a ra to g a  
Springs, NY, to provide general oversight 
o f the project including engineering, design 
and management. Saratoga Associates was 
also the consulting firm  that worked on the 
S tation’s and City of G eneva’s master plans. 
The first phase of the project is estimated 
to cost about $4.7 million and will include 
related water, sewer, roads, and an incuba
tor research building. Eater, a m ulti-tenant 
research building and greenhouse will be 
constructed at a cost o f about $3.9 million. 
Funding is expected to come largely from 
the state and federal governments.

LMcCandless

(FRUIT, continued)

FS&T Grad Students Recognized
The Western New York chapter of the 

International Food Technologists (IFT) 
has instituted a scholarship program to 
award monetary scholarships to food sci
ence students. The purpose of the program 
is to encourage and support outstanding and 
qualified students engaged in research and 
educational programs related to food sci- 
ence/technology. The section recognizes the 
importance of supporting students because 
they bring new ideas, knowledge and en
thusiasm to the food industry and to the 
section.

On Tuesday, November 27, at their 
quarterly meeting held at the Statler Hotel 
in Ithaca, Western NY IFT awarded seven 
scholarships totalling $2,000 to Cornell stu
dents. Four graduate students were awarded 
$400, two other graduate students were 
awarded $100 each, and one undergradu
ate was awarded $200. Out of the five 
graduate students to receive awards, four 
of them are in the Geneva department of 
Food Science and Technology.

The G eneva aw ardees w ere: Jill ( f ,oni l~l ) Nese Basaran, Saisitorn  
Richardson, a Ph.D candidate in Thomas Chantanawarangoon. Jill Richardson and Me- 
Henick-Kling’s program, who was awarded lissaMundo won recently.
$400; Nese Basaran, a Ph.D candidate in Randy Worobo’s program, who was awarded $400; 
Sasitom Chantanawarangoon (Tang) a Ph.D, candidate awarded $400; and Melissa Mundo, a 
M aster’s candidate who was awarded $100. Chantanawarangoon and Mundo are part of Olga 
Padilla-Zakour’s program.

“We are delighted to see four of our students recognized for outstanding achievements in 
food science,” said Padilla-Zakour. “They are excellent students who do very well academi
cally. They have also shown tremendous potential as leaders, researchers and innovators in the 
food industry.”

J. Zakour

is in remarkably good shape, but there is no docu
mentation of the wax modeling process the two 
part-time employees used to create them.

There are over 20 boxes of the wax models 
in the Station’s warehouse. For over 40 years, 
the collection was located in 4’ by 5’ display cases 
on the third floor in Jordan Hall. Currently, 
Schlabach is negotiating with the Cornell Uni
versity Library system to help with storage and 
conservation of the collection.

The exhibit in Mann Library was curated 
by Ashley Miller. Exhibit notes on the Prince 
Catalog were provided by Cornell graduate stu
dent, John Fitzpatrick.

LMcCandless

5TH A n n u a l
Mark Your Calendars!

$100 per person ($50 tax deductible contribution), 
For reservations contact Nancy Long at npll
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CALENDAR of EVENTS

DECEMBER 7-14, 2001

MEETINGS"
CALS Chairs’ Meeting

Date: Tuesday, December 11, 2001
Time: 3:00 PM
Place: 264 Roberts Hall

Geneva Chairs’ and Unit Leaders’ Meeting
Date: Thursday, December 13, 2001
Time: 1:30 PM
Place: Jordan Hall S taff Room

Geneva Chairs’ Meeting 
immediately following C/UL meeting 

Date: Thursday, December 13, 2001
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room

SEMINARS
HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

Date: December 10, 2001
Time: 11:00 AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Speaker: Mr. Rik van Gorsel,

Department of Horticulture, Cornell 
University, Ithaca

Title: The Response of Strawberry Fruits
to High Carbon Dioxide Conditions 
in Storage and Transport: A Bio
chemical and Molecular Physiologi
cal Approach

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES
Date: December 12, 2001
Time: 10:30 AM
Place: Food Research Lab, Second Floor

Conference Room 
Speaker: Dr. Geza Hrazdina

Professor, Dept, of Food Science & 
Technology Cornell University, 
Geneva

Title: A G enetics-Based Approach to
Maintain the Postharvest of Apples

CONGRATULATIONS ”
A beautiful healthy baby boy named Rye 

Henry Weber was born to Betsy Bihn and 
Courtney Weber at 11:50 am Tuesday, No
vember 27,2001. The baby weighed in at 71bs. 
7 oz. and was 21 1/4" long. Rye, Betsy, and 
Courtney are all doing very well.

][f tj(?u ca.nne>f Cje\ V id  e f  (he fa ty illy  $ \e $ efe>n, 

i]t>u 7qzuj s$ tveff if  danCe.

— (Qe&hg e  S h jw -

HOLIDAY SHOPPING 
WITH STATION CLUB

Lunch & Merchandise Sale 
Thursday, D ecem ber 1 3 ,2 0 0 1  

S a w d u st Cafe

i  V i

dad & soda all for otih

Bring in canned goods for the  
Center of Concern and receive 

10% off your purchase.
| |  We have a large selection of 

^-shirts, sw eatshirts, golf 
shirts, book bags, aprons, 
hats, coffee mugs, w in e  
glasses and children’s t* 
shirts & sweat-shirts for 

you to choose from.

t i i c r c i

LTC
Date: Tuesday, December 11,2001
Time: 10:30 AM-12 noon
Place: LTC Jordan
Instructor: M arty Schlabach 
Title: E-Resources: E-Journals, E-Books,

Online Indexes, Online Catalogs, 
Numeric Data! “How do I know 
what is available?” “How do I know 
where to look?” “How do I connect 
from off-cam pus?” “How do I 
print?” If these are questions you’ve 
had, attend the E-Resources work
shop for some answers.

Date: Friday, December 14, 2001
Time: 7:00 AM-1:00 PM
Place: LTC Jordan
Facilitator: Jane Irwin 
Title: The Library Technology Center will

be open for the purpose of anyone 
needing help with specific software 
solutions or anyone that would like 
to come in and work on FLEX 
tuorials.

FITNESS
Date:

Time:

Aerobics 
Mon., & Fri. 
Dec. 10 & 14 
12:10- 1 PM

Place: Sawdust Cafe

Date:
Time:
Place:

Taekardio
Mon. Dec. 10 
12:10-1 PM 
Jordan Hall Aud.

— —  IN GRATITUDE
Ufiie fa m ily  o f fieoreje JK itta fi 

w o u ld lifie  to g ra te fu lly  acfinow ledge 
a l l  o f y o u r  expressions o fsy m p a tfiy  a n d  concern. 
J fiis  fia s  m ade S leorge ’s sudden p a ssin g  easier to 
Sear, fin  tim e , we w ilt a llS e g in  to h e a l from  tfiis  

loss. T K ucfi tfiianfis to a l l  o f  you .

CLASSIFIED
LOST: Gold ring with real acquamarine stone surrounded by 
small diamond baguettes. Woman’s size 8. If found, please 
contact Sue Dwyer, X2466.
FO R SALE: 1994 7 passenger V6 Dodge Caravan MiniVan.
108.000 miles. Air conditioning, automatic U'ansmission, power 
steering, cruise control, dual air bags, tilt wheel, AM/FM ste
reo. Well maintained, clean condition. Blue Book value $5260. 
Price: $2700. Phone 789-9304 or email rw rl.
SAVE YOUR TO PS TAPES:The Geneva High School Band 
is presently collecting Tops tapes as a fundraiser. Tapes are 
turned into the Geneva store and Tops donates funds to the 
band for every $600 total collected in tapes. Funds donated to 
the band are used for expenses associated with upcoming com
petitions and trips. Collect your tapes, place them in an inter
office envelope and send diem to Janice Valerio, Plant Pathol
ogy, Barton Lab.
W ANTED: International coins and stamps. Each year at this 
time I try to help my niece and nephew build up dieir collec
tions. If you have international coins or stamps you would be 
willing to donate, please send them through campus mail to 
Cathy Heidenreich, Plant Pathology. I am happy to send back 
Christmas cookies in exchange if you like.
FREE: Loveseat and Queen size mattress. Contact Judy at 
x2406 or 789-1142 evenings.
FO R SALE: 1982 Ford Bronco, this is the full size machine 
with the large V-8. The vehicle has 125,000 mi, but the engine 
was rebuilt with a new block 5,000 miles ago. Great power 
train and interior, fair body. AT,PS, PB, PW, $3200. Contact 
Terry at x2283, or 789-5473 evenings.
FO R SALE: 1991 Dodge Monaco, 6 cyl, 4Dr, automatic trans
mission, ABS, power steering, new tires, no rust, runs well,
117.000 m iles. $800 or best offer. Contact Haijing at 
hh68@comell.edu or ext 2291.
FO R RENT: 3 bedroom 1/2 house available immediately. 
Washer and dryer included. $475 per month plus utilities and 
water. $475 security deposit and lease required. Located on 
Rose Street in Geneva. Contact pmml9 or call 789-4007 after 
5 p.m.
FO R SALE: 1988 Olds Cierra wagon, 111,000 miles.
Runs very well. Always maintained and repaired when 
needed,good tires, brakes, new exhaust,trailer hitch, rally wheels, 
3.8 liter V6, roof rack. This car has been very good to me and I 
hate to part with it, but I have no use for a station wagon any 
more. Would make someone a very reliable second car. $2500.00 
or best offer. Contact: esk7
FO R SALE: 1991 Chevy Astro Van, luxury touring model, 7 
passenger, V6 engine, new tires, water pump and brakes. Price 
reduced to $2900. Contact Cheryl TenEyck, ent 1 @cornel!.edu, 
x2379 or home 315 789 3493.
FO R SALE: 1996 Ford Taurus, 93K highway miles, well- 
maintained. Automatic, cruise, a/c, power windows and locks, 
am/fm cassette. $5,600 or best offer. E-mailkad2@comell.edu.
FILE  CABINET NEEDED: Would you like to find a home 
for that empty file cabinet taking up needed space in your of
fice or lab? We would be happy to provide a new home and 
career for it in plant pathology. Cathy Heidenreich, x2367
FOR SALE: 1987 Dodge Shadow, 2.2 liter 4 cyl.,4 Door hatch
back, AT, PS, PB, AM/FM. New exhaust, brakes, fuel tank, 
radiator,timing belt, etc. Good body and interior. Runs well. 
$950. Call Terry at ex 2283 or 789-5473 evenings.

mailto:hh68@comell.edu
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