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Station Mail Room Winter Break 

Schedule
The Station mail room will be closed at 

noon on Friday, December 21. There will 
be no afternoon campus mail pick-up or 
delivery on that day.

The week of December 17 prior to that 
Friday will be extremely busy for everyone. 
We recommend that all large mailings and 
time-sensitive mailings arrive at the mail 
room early in the week. Please contact Matt 
at ext. 2251 if you are planning on sending a 
mass mailing so he is better able to serve you.

If you want mail delivered to your depart
ment over the holiday break—by depart
ment request only, mail will be delivered to 
the departments on 12/27/01 at 1:00 pm. 
Please contact Gemma Osborne if you 
would like this service.

Benefair Door Prize Winners
This year’s Open Enrollment Door Prize 

winners are: Wendell Roelofs, Cynthia M. 
Smith, Weitian Liu, Julie Kikkerl, and 
Minou Hemmat. They have each won $50 
Ithaca Downtown Dollar gift certificates. 
Congratulations!

Interlibrary Loan Delivery of Articles 
Goes Electronic!

No more waiting for paper in the campus 
mail! Beginning this month, articles re
quested through interlibrary loan will be de
livered right to your desk top electronically!

When your article is available, you will 
receive email notification that it has arrived 
and ready for you to download. The email 
will contain a link to log on to your lIliad 
user’s information screen. Once there, scroll 
down and click on “View/Download Elec-

(Continued on page 2)

USDA Grant of $1.2 Million Aids Creation of 
Cornell-managed Group to Study Northeast 

Organic Food Production

T he U.S. Departm ent of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Initia
tive for Future Agriculture and 

Food Systems has awarded a $1.2 mil
lion grant for the creation of a new or
ganic farming network managed by 
Cornell University’s Department of 
Horticulture.

The group, the Northeast Organic Net 
work (NEON), is composed of university re
searchers, farmers, extension educators and nonprofit organiza
tions. It will examine ways to enhance production and consump
tion of locally grown organic food in the Northeastern United 
States.

“We will coordinate research, extension and outreach ef
forts among the Northeast organic community, land grant uni
versities, agricultural experiment stations, as well as the public and private sectors, to de
termine how organic food production will improve small farm viability in this region,” 
says Anusuya Rangarajan, Cornell assistant professor of horticulture and an organizer of 
NEON. “The growth in organic markets, development of national organic standards, con
centration of consumers in the Northeast and recent federal recommendations to ensure 
small farm viability make this project timely and relevant.”

“Cornell is committed to working with the broad agricultural community and this grant 
will help expand Cornell’s existing partnership with the organic community in the North
east,” said entomologist Tony Shelton, who is another of NEON’s founding members. 
“Although Cornell is the lead institution, this award was really made to the organic com
munity in the Northeast. It strengthen collaboration among growers, non-profit organiza
tions and Northeast academic institutions on issues related to organic agriculture. It is a 
great opportunity for Cornell faculty and staff to contribute to as well as learn from those 
who practice organic agriculture.”

NEON will be meeting the critical needs of one of the fastest growing segments of Ameri
can agriculture. Organic products are now a $7 billion market that has been growing at a 
rate of 20 percent a year. Despite explosive growth and consumer support, research in 
organic agriculture still represents far less than 1 percent of the research conducted at land- 
grant university and agricultural experiment stations, according to surveys conducted in 
1998 and 2001 by the Organic Farming Research Foundation.

Over the next two years, NEON will develop enterprise budgets and farm-business man
agement information for established organic farms in the Northeast. At the crop-produc
tion level, the group will address information gaps in soil fertility and crop- and pest- 
management practices through applied research. It also will develop support tools to im
prove organic farming management. NEON is currently seeking additional partners for all

(Continued on page 3)
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tronically Received Articles.” From there 
you should be able to click on a link that 
will automatically open a PDF file version 
of your article.

For the moment this service can be imple
mented for 95 percent of your article re
quests. This is a new effort for the Geneva 
Library staff and one we will be updating 
progressively and improving. For the time 
being, some articles may still come to you 
in hard copy through the campus mail.

We hope you find this new service use
ful! All feedback is welcome.

Get Well, Rosie
Plant Pathology, is happy to report that 

Dr. Rosario ‘Rosie’Provvidenti is doing well 
and recovering at home from his recent sur
gery. He would love to hear from his friends 
at the Station.

Rosie, who is a Liberty Hyde Bailey Pro
fessor, is considered by many to be the 
world’s foremost authority on vegetable dis
eases. The objectives of Rosie’s research 
program are the identification of viruses 
occurring in vegetable crops and their bio
logical control His major emphasis has been 
diiecfed toward the search for natural 
sources of resistance utilizing domestic and 
foreign introduction of cultivated and wild 
species of beans, crucifers, cucurbits, lettuce, 
peas, peppers, spinach, tomatoes, and other 
crops. Rosie has been instrumental in con
trolling diseases of New York State veg
etables, and his work has been applied to 
vegetable varieties from all over the world.

If you wish to send him a card, his home 
address is as follows: Dr. Rosario 
Provvidenti, 182 W ashington Street, 
Geneva, NY 14456

Web Sites of Interest
Here is a list of some web sites you may find 

useful while surfing over the holiday break.

Babelfish: http://babel.altavista.com/ 
This is a free translation service on the web. 
Enter any phrase of up to 150 words into 
the text box in any number of languages and 
babelfish will translate it for you into a num
ber of other languages. Languages include: 
English, Spanish, French, German, and Japa
nese. Being a free service the translation is 

(Continued on page 3)

Retirees Enjoy Annual Holiday Luncheon

W hile enjoying the beautiful scenery at the Geneva Country Club as it looks over 
Seneca Lake, 44 members of the Geneva Station Retirees Association attended 
their annual holiday luncheon on Tuesday, December 11,2001. Special guests 

of the group were Director and Suzie Hunter.
In his brief remarks, Director Hunter welcomed the group on this, the third month anni

versary following the tragedy of September 11. He said it was good to see people begin
ning to live more normal lives, although he was certain that all of us continued to pray for 
those families of survivors of September 11.

Director Hunter went on to talk some about the budget and the Food and Agriculture 
Technology Park. Saying that it was uncertain just what the state budget would be this 
year because of recent events, he, and other college officials expect it to be a tight year 
with state funding, which accounts for about 53 percent of the Station’s budget. However, 
there are bright spots on the horizon, he stated because certain grants have been received 
that will help several programs.

The Director also talked some about the Food and Agriculture Park project, indicating 
that some important steps have been taken and a key hurdle jumped relative the use of the 
land on Pre-Emption Road. This was accomplished by swapping this land, which is owned 
by the state, with an equivalent acreage (approximately 78) of land owned elsewhere at the 
Station by Cornell. This has been a long and involved project to date, going back as far as 
1995 when the Station prepared its Master Plan. A corporation is being formed to oversee 
development of the Park, and the Station will not have any financial risk in the endeavor.

Completing his statement, the Director and Suzie Hunter wished those gathered the best 
of holidays and asked that we enjoy our loved ones and families to the fullest.

R.E. Krauss

Beautiful Seneca Lake as it appears from the front lawn o f the Geneva Country Club, 
where this year’s retiree’s holiday luncheon was held.
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Mary Lou Dumbleton, retired from Administration but still playing an active role at the 
Station, and Betty Bixler, a former secretary in Plant Pathology, welcome people and make 
sure they pay for their lunches as they enter the Country Club dining room.

Ruth Bowers, a former secretary in Food 
Science and Technology when Drs. David 
Hand and Willard Robinson were chairs o f 
the department, looked as bright and 
cheerful as ever.

Dr. Michael Szkolnik, professor emeritus o f 
Plant Pathology, enjoyed seeing many 
former Station friends and acquaintances at 
this year’s party.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - ----- —  MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
5 t h  A n n u a l

(USDA, continued)
activities, according to Rangarajan.

NEON partners include the University of 
Maine, the Connecticut Agricultural Experi
ment Station, Rutgers University, Northeast 
Organic Farming Association of New York, 
Northeast Organic Farming Association of 
New Jersey, the New England Small Farm 
Institute, the Organic Materials Review In
stitute and New York Certified Organic, as 
well as several farm operations.

In addition to Rangarajan and Shelton, the 
Cornell founding members include: Laurie 
E. Drinkwater, associate professor of horti
culture; Charles Mohler, senior research as
sociate in crop and soil sciences; Antonio 
Ditommaso, assistant professor of crop and 
soil sciences; Wen-Fei Uva, senior extension 
associate in applied economics and manage
ment; and Brian Caldwell of Cornell Coop
erative Extension (Tioga County).

The following site provides additional 
information on this news release: The North
east Organic Network: http://w w w . 
neon.cornell.edu/

B. Friedlander

(BRIEFS, continued)

usually far from perfect, still it should be 
enough to give you the gist of the idea.

Google: http://w w w .google.com / A 
simple name for a no bells-and-whistles 
search engine. It’s a fast simple search with
out a lot of ads or fancy graphics cluttering 
the page. It returns good results and also 
has a search within the results search, which 
allows a user to perform sub-searches. As 
they note at the bottom of their page; Search
ing 2,073,418,204 web pages (and count
ing).

G ala D inner
March 8, 2002

at Casa Larga Vineyards 
$100 per person ($50 tax deductible contribution). 

For reservations contact Nancy Long at npll

Reverse phone directory: http:// 
w w w .re v e rs e p h o n e d ire c to ry .c o m / 
phonebody.htm. Ever want to know to 
whom a phone number belonged or find an 
address associated with a phone number? 
This web site will let you do that. You may 
search either the infospace, switchboard or 
thinkdm web site databases (all fine sites in 
their own rights) based on an entered phone

(Continued on page 4)
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
DECEMBER 14 - 21, 2001

“ SEMINARS
FOOD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

D ate: December 19, 2001
T im e: 10:30 AM
P la ce: FST Conference Room 

Food Research Lab 
Second Floor

S p eak er: Mr. Michael Geary 1,
Department of Food Science & 
Technology, Geneva

T itle: “Flavour Release from Mouth
Simulators”

FITNESS
AEROBICS

D ate: Mon. & Fri., Dec. 17 & 21
T im e: Sawdust Cafe
P lace: 12:10- 1PM

TAEKARDI0
D ate: Mon. Dec. 17 & Wed. Dec. 19
T im e: 12:10- 1PM

CLASSIFIED
GIVE A PINCII OF LOVE! Looking for the perfect 
gift for that special cook on your list? Ontario-Yates 
Hospice has gathered more than 200 mouth-watering 
recipes into A P inch  o f L ove, a special cookbook to 
benefit and celebrate the families it serves. The col-
lection includes a sumptuous array of family favor
ites— everything from soup to nuts!— donated in 
memory or honor of a friend or loved one. To order a 
copy for that special cook on your list, contact Pat 
Blakeslee, blakeslce@hws.edu. 548-5192 or Harvey 
Hoch: hch 1 @cornell.edu. Cost: $ 13 each, two for $25 
(from pat). Cookbooks are also available at The Col
lege Store and Guards Cards for $13 each.

FOR SALE: 1996 Mercury Sable GL Sedan, V6,3.0Li- 
ter, Automatic, Front Wheel Drive, 115,000 Miles, AC, 
PS, PW, PDL, tilt wheel, cruise control, AM/FM stereo 
cass., dual air bags, ABS (4 wheels). Regularly checked 
up & replaced parts (all record for replaced parts). $4,000. 
Contact: KwangSup Youn, ky68@ cornell.edu , 
ky68@comell.edu , x2368 or 789-7564

LOST: Gold ring with real acquamarine stone sur
rounded by small diamond baguettes. Woman’s size 
8. If found, please contact Sue Dwyer, X2466.

FOR SALE: 1994 7 passenger V6 Dodge Caravan 
MiniVan. 108,000 miles. Air conditioning, automatic 
transmission, power steering, cruise control, dual air 
bags, tilt wheel, AM/FM stereo. Well maintained, clean 
condition. Blue Book value $5260. Price: $2700. Phone 
789-9304 or email rw rl.

SAVE Y O U R  TO PS TA PES:The Geneva High 
School Band is presently collecting Tops tapes as a 
fundraiser. Tapes are turned into the Geneva store and 
Tops donates funds to the band for every $600 total 
collected in tapes. Funds donated to the band are used 
for expenses associated with upcoming competitions 
and trips. Collect your tapes, place them in an interof-

(Classifieds, continued)
fice envelope and send them to Janice Valerio, Plant 
Pathology, Barton Lab.

WANTED: International coins and stamps. Each year 
at this time I try to help my niece and nephew build up 
their collections. If you have international coins or 
stamps you would be willing to donate, please send 
them through campus mail to Cathy Heidenreich, Plant 
Pathology. 1 am happy to send back Christmas cookies 
in exchange if you like.

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom 1/2 house available immedi
ately. Washer and dryer included. $475 per month plus 
utilities and water. $475 security deposit and lease re
quired. Located on Rose Street in Geneva. Contact 
pmml9 or call 789-4007 after 5 p.m.

FOR SALE: 1988 Olds Cierra wagon, 111,000 miles. 
Runs very well. Always maintained and repaired when 
needed,good tires, brakes, new exhaust,trailer hitch, rally 
wheels, 3.8 liter V6, roof rack. This car has been very 
good to me and 1 hate to part with it, but 1 have no use 
for a station wagon any more. Would make someone a 
very reliable second car. $2500.00 or best offer. Con
tact: esk7

FOR SALE: 1996 Ford Taurus, 93K highway miles, 
well-maintained. Automatic, cruise, a/c, power win
dows and locks, am/fm cassette. $5,600 or best offer. 
E-mail kad2@comell.edu.

(BRIEFS, continued)
number. It’s truly useful from time to time.

Britannica online: http://www.britannica.com/ 
This is the online version of the Encyclope
dia Britannica—the place to go if you need 
to find a fact about something fast. (For in
stance, if you need to know what is the cir
cumference of the moon.) The site also has 
a Collegiate Dictionary and a Collegiate 
Thesaurus. Simply type in a word and find 
its meaning or useful synonyms.

American Scientist Magazine: http:// 
www.sigmaxi.org/amsci/amsci.html/. This is 
the recently updated official web site of 
Sigma Xi and their American Scientist maga
zine. Not quite as complete as the print ver
sion, but still a fine site.

Expedia Travel: http://www.expedia.com/. 
One of the better know travel web sites (you 
may have seen their ads on TV) and one of the 
better ones. You can shop for airfares, hotel rates 
and rental cars. It has a nice easy to use inter
face, that lets you change your search criteria 
without having to use the back arrow a lot. The 
rates found are usually quite good.

(BRIEFS, continued)

Campus Tree Update
The large Norway spruce at the east side 

of Parrott Hall was cut down the first week 
of December. The tree had many large cracks 
at various places all along its length, appar
ently due to lightning strikes and wind shear, 
and so it was decided to remove it before it 
toppled. Many folks on campus knew of this 
tree’s obvious lean, generally downwind, 
towards Hedrick Hall. Vintage photos of the 
old Denton Farmhouse, now Parrott Hall, 
show this spruce had the same lean angle 
for a great part of its life. Perhaps it was 
planted at an angle and never quite righted 
itself all those years ago.

How old was the tree? Martin Goffinet, 
of the cam pus’ Arboretum Association, 
counted the annual rings of wood in the 
stump left after cutting. He found about 150! 
Jerry Johnston, of the Grounds Staff, inde
pendently counted nearly 140.

The farm house was built by Louisa 
Denton in 1856 and was later bought by the 
State. The farm and house became the Ex
periment Station in 1882. The spruce tree 
thus had already been standing in place over 
two decades before the Station existed, and 
it could have been planted about the time 
the original house was landscaped. Few trees 
on the landscaped area of campus can claim 
to be olde “grand daddies.” Other very old 
specimens are likely clustered around Parrott 
Hall, such as the giant European purple-leaf 
beech on Parrott’s west side, and the large 
but rotting sugar maple on its east side. The 
maple is destined for removal because of its 
terrible condition. Last winter a cedar tree 
at Parrott Hall’s southeast corner was bro
ken and removed;that tree was about 100 
years old or so—a mere baby sister to the 
spruce. Also, a few weeks ago, one of the 
linden trees in front of Parrott Hall was re
moved because it had broken in a wind 
storm.

Our campus trees may in many cases be 
old, but they do not live forever.Visit them 
while they are still here to admire.

M. Goffinet
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