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The Novelist Among Us

----- ------ BRIEFS ~
Extended Christmas Holiday

Cornell will be closed Monday, Dec. 24, 
adding an extra day to the annual winter break. 
The decision was made by President Hunter 
Rawlings and Provost Biddy Martin “in rec
ognition of and appreciation for the dedica
tion and commitment of our faculty and staff.”

“The events of this fall, beginning with 
the tragedies of Sept. 11, have made the last 
few months stressful and difficult here on the 
Cornell campus, in our local community and 
across our nation,” said Rawlings. “The dedi
cation of our staff and faculty during these 
difficult times has been impressive. Students, 
faculty and staff were supported and bolstered 
by the care and concern of our campus com
munity.”

Only those staff and faculty whose op
erations must run during the winter break will 
be expected to work on Dec. 24. Department 
supervisors should be consulted. Holiday pay 
will be given for this time for anyone required 
to work that day.

“The holiday season is a time when all 
of us have the opportunity for self-renewal 
through contact with family, friends and com
munity,” Rawlings said. “I hope that adding 
this extra day to the official holiday schedule 
this year will make it easier for all members 
of the Cornell community to plan their winter 
break activities.”

Digital Projector Training
Communications Services has rescheduled 

the digital projector training session for Mon
day, Nov. 19, 2001 at 3:00 pm, in the Jordan 
Hall Staff Room. If you can’t attend this ses
sion, but are interested in being trained at a 
later date, please contact Gemma Osborne at 
gro2@comell.edu. (Continued on page 2)

When John Zakour does research at the 
Experim ent Station, he uses his 
brain, the computer and the web, 

powered by strong doses of imagination and 
verve. And if you’ve been looking for a sci- 
fi book set in the year 2057 about the last 
private investigator on the planet and his 
search for the robotic copy of an ex-exotic 
dancer who is now head of the biggest cor
poration on earth, your search is over. The 
S ta tion’s former web designer has just 
launched his paperback book career with the 
publication of The Plutonium Blonde by 
Daw Books. The book is co-authored by his 
cousin, Larry Ganem.

“The Plutonium Blonde is the first book 
ever to start out as a web serial on the SciFi 
channel, go to an e-book for Peanut Press, 
and then become a paperback,” says Zakour, 
who is in the midst of promoting his book.
He hosted a book signing at Borders Books 
across from Marketplace Mall in Rochester, 
on November 10, and will be appearing this 
Saturday, November 17, at Booksellers, in 
the Outlet Mall, from 1-3 pm. On Decem
ber 4, he will be signing books and showing cartoons at the “Artists Among Us” exhibition 
during the BeneFair in Jordan Hall.

Zakour started writing cartoons in 1989, when he first left the Station. “I ’ve sold thou
sands of gags since then,” he says, and “ghostwritten for about 20 syndicated cartoonists 
who really don’t want their names mentioned.” One Sunday he wrote five different comic 
strips that appeared in papers all over the country. Zakour will have his own syndicate 
feature, “Working Daze,” starting next month with United Media. It is drawn by Andre 
Noel, whom he met online in 1990.

In addition to cartooning, Zakour is working on other books and screenplays. “The 
Plutonium Blonde sequels are signed for and in the works,” he says. Their titles are The 
Doomsday Brunette and The RadioActive RedHead. He also has a new trilogy, the first 
book of which is titled Blue Dragon Blues, cowritten with Liz Keller, in Food Science, and 
edited by Ron Pool, in the Computer Center. Zakour also expects to sign on with a small 
production house in New York City to produce a short story he turned into a movie. He is 
talking with various people about making The Plutonium Blonde into a movie. “There is 
some interest,” he says, “but it’s going to be a fairly expensive movie to produce — in the 
$20 million range— so anything can fall through at any time.”

Zakour has wanted to be a writer for as long as he can remember. “I wanted to write 
and share my ideas and views with the world,” he says. “I also like the fact that when I

(Continued on page 2)
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write, I get to make my own rules.” The last statement comes as no surprise to those who 
know him well: Zakour enjoys a strong reputation as an iconoclast. He practices his de
gree in human behavior on those around him, with whom he is also funny, chatty and 
dogmatic. Many characters and situations in his cartoons and novels are inspired by his 
colleagues at the Station.

When asked whom he could thank for his budding career as a writer, Zakour men
tioned his wife Olga, “for being so patient with me,” and Linda McCandless, “for telling 
me to stick with it.” He also wants to thank The SciFi Channel for publishing the story as 
a web serial way back in 1996, Peanut Press for turning the web serial into an e-book and 
telling the folks at Daw Books about it.

Zakour, who grew up in Geneva, started out as the database guy at the Station in 1980, 
working for the Computer Center. “Since then I have worked in one computer aspect or 
another for about every department in the Station except Plant Path,” he says.

His personal life is a Station family affair. He met his wife Olga Padilla in 1987, when 
she was a grad student in Food Science, and they were playing softball. They live on 
Denton Avenue, next door to the Station director, with their son, Jay, a shark-o-phile and 
aspiring cartoonist, and their dog, Meme.

For more about Zakour, check out his web site at www.nysaes.cornell.edu/comm/ 
zakour; his weekly geek cartoons on http://www.geek.com; and his new strip, soon to be 
on United Media’s http://www.comics.com

L.McCandless

The 24th Holiday Craft and Book Sale
Thank you to everyone who helped make 

the 2001 Book Sale/Craft Show a suc
cess: especially Jim Abbott and the crew for 
moving and cleaning the tables and mov
ing all of the heavy stuff; Paul Robbins for 
putting up and taking down the outside signs 
and keeping them safe for another year; 
B&P for unlocking all of the doors at 6:00 
a.m. promptly and Jeff Thibault for putting 
the elevator back in action for the afternoon 
exodus; Sue Dwyer and Sharon Smart for 
distributing posters; Muriel Stobie and all 
of her workers for providing coffee, donuts, 
and lunch for everyone; Pete Deth and 
Bernadine Aldwinckle for the new menu 
boards; and everyone else who worked dili
gently in the background!

Next year Gemma Osborne will be man
aging the Book Sale/Craft Show (the 25th 
anniversary of the show, scheduled for No
vember 9, 2002). I have enjoyed doing the 
show, and I expect everyone will give 
Gemma as much cooperation and encour
agement as has been given to me.

Mary Lou Dumbleton

Retirees (r-l) Muriel Stobie and Harold Hebding 
along with Harold’s wife Phyllis were part of the 
team that ran the concession counter.

Nese Basaran (seated, front), Food Science, helps 
a customer select some Turkish silver jewelry made 
by her family.

The Library wishes to thank the SAGES members for generously donating time to 
organize the many books for the Annual booksale/exchange last week. Thanks to volun
teers Anna & Maria Borejsza-Wysocka for their help on the day of the sale.

(BRIEFS, continued)

Injury Prevention- 
Individual Counsultations in Geneva
Does use of your computer or microscope 

result in pain? Such pain is usually avoidable 
with proper positioning and other simple strat
egies. Charles Curry, a physical therapist and 
coordinator of Cornell’s Muscoloskeletal Injury 
Prevention Program will be available Tuesday, 
November 27, for a personal consultation in 
your work area. Appointments can be made by 
contacting him at 8-5-9344, or clc34.

Red Cross Blood Drive
Since there will not be a Station News printed 

next week (because of the Thanksgiving holi
day break), this is the final notice for the up
coming blood drive. Please be advised that Dr. 
Rosie Providenti, Professor Emeritus in Plant 
Pathology, had brain surgery earlier this month 
during which he used 12 pints of blood. He is 
now recovering nicely, but if you would like to 
contribute blood in Rosie’s name you may do 
so at this blood drive. Simply ask the Red Cross 
volunteers at the drive for a card to fill out in 
Rosie’s name. Donna Roelofs

Hello, Experiment Station!

As you may recall, I was elected as 
I the Geneva representative on the Em
il ployee Assembly. This is the first time in 
|  several years that Geneva has had partici- 
|  pation in the Assembly. I assumed this role 

in September 2001.
One of the goals of the Assembly is 

|  to encourage staff participation and in
volvement in committees such as Em- 

|  ployee Assembly, Student Assembly and 
|  University Assembly. This is my objective 
j with this message.

Please visit the Employee Assembly 
: website at http://www.assembly.cornell.

edu/EA/, and find out how you can par- 
I ticipate. Geneva representation and partici- 
|  pation is very important. It will help close 
| the gap between the two campuses!

If you have any questions or would 
like to find out more about my role on the 
Assembly, please send me an email at 

j pmml9 or call me at extension 2394.
1 Thanks! Pat Mahoney
j # „ I
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Sigma Xi in Geneva Receives National Award
It is always nice to be recognized by your 

peers and especially gratifying when rec
ognition comes for fostering scientific edu
cation in the local community. The Geneva 
chapter of Sigma Xi has been awarded a 
Chapter Program Award for the year ending 
June 30, 2001, an award that comes from the 
governing body of Sigma Xi, The Scientific 
Research Society. Recognition of the Geneva 
chapter by the society is considered to be an 
outstanding achievement for the 22 scientists 
involved.

Chapter Program Awards are given for 
exceptional activity and an innovative chap
ter program, and, in particular, for those ac
tivities that address the founding mission of 
the society.

The Geneva Chapter received recogni
tion for their “Partners in Science Education” 
program , which is headed by Thomas 
Bjorkman, of the Station’s horticultural sci
ences department. In the program, scientists 
from the Experiment Station and Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges visit schools within 
a 20-mile radius of the two campuses and ex
cite kids about science through the use of cre
ative, hands-on demonstrations.

“One of the greatest services we can pro
vide the community as scientists is to help 
educate children about the importance of our 
profession, our role as scientists, and how fas
cinating our profession is,” said Bjorkman. 
“In our society, it is important for everyone 
to know how science works. By having stu
dents take part in ‘doing science,’ they have 
a far better understanding of who scientists 
are, how we come up with the material in the 
textbooks they use, and the creative drive that 
leads us to be scientists.”

Founded in 1886, Sigma Xi, The Scien
tific Research Society, is a non-profit mem
bership society of approximately 75,000 sci
entists and engineers, including almost 200 
Nobel Laureates, who were elected to the so
ciety because of their research achievements

or potential. Sigma Xi has 520 chapters at uni
versities and colleges, government laboratories 
and industry research centers. Sigma Xi pub
lishes American Scientist, awards grants annu
ally to promising young researchers, holds fo
rums on critical issues at the intersection of sci
ence and society, and sponsors a variety of pro
grams supporting honors in science and engi
neering, science education, science policy and 
public understanding of science.

In the Geneva Chapter of Sigma Xi, 13 of 
the scientists work at the Geneva Experiment 
Station, eight at HWS, and one is an engineer 
with Datu, Inc. Bjorkman says Sigma Xi has 
been active in Geneva for “longer than any of 
us can remember.” In addition to Geneva 
schools, scientists have visited schools in 
Romulus, Waterloo, Penn Yan, and the Wayne- 
Finger Lakes ADEPT enrichment program. 
Some are one-day programs; some require mul
tiple visits over time. “Bob Andersen and Phil 
Forsline did a grafting unit that lasted over a 
year and a half,” noted Bjorkman.

In Bjorkman’s presentation at Geneva High 
School, for instance, biology students used 
500W utility lights placed just far enough away 
not to toast the plants in a unit on solar tracking 
to discover which part of a bean plant “sees” 
the sun. Bean leaves change position quickly to 
follow the sun, and this made plants seem more 
responsive than most kids expected. They also 
used the scientific method to distinguish among 
different hypotheses and what the results meant. 
This gave them a good idea of how scientists 
deal with the unknown.

Other examples of “Partners in Science 
Education” included classes in plant pathology. 
Former chairman of the department, Helene 
Dillard, taught Geneva Middle School students 
about vegetable diseases. Using slides, Dillard 
introduced students to the way vegetables are 
grown on farms and talked about the infectious 
agents that cause diseases. Ann Cobb and Jana 
Lamboy (now with Integrated Pest Manage
ment) assisted Dillard in the laboratory portion

of the class where students were asked to draw 
the vegetable disease specimens the scientists 
brought in for them. Students remarked that 
they had never seen anything as strange, in
teresting, and ugly as corn smut or white mold 
on cabbage.

Outreach into schools was not new to 
Lamboy. In the past, she has brought petri 
plates with potato dextrose agar to seventh 
grade science classes at Geneva Middle 
School. The students touched the plates with 
their fingers, toes, or hair or used Q-tips to 
collect environmental organisms and inocu
late the agar. The plates were sealed with 
Parafilm and examined 24 hours later. Colo
nies of bacteria or fungi grew on the plates in 
an amazing variety of shapes, colors, and tex
tures. The plates were removed for disposal 
without opening.

Some of the other Station researchers 
who have participated include Alan Lakso, 
Steve Reiners, Bruce Reisch, Robert Andersen 
and Julie Kikkert from the horticultural sci
ences department; entomologists Jan Nyrop 
and Art Agnello; and food scientists Don 
Splittstoesser and Pirn Kovach. They have 
covered such diverse topics as: Ecology, In
troductory Biology of Insects, Molecular Ge
netics, Heredity, DNA Technology, Analytic 
Chemistry, Food Safety, Nitrogen and Carbon 
Cycles in Plants, and Hydroponics. Among the 
Hobart and William Smith scientists, David 
Craig’s “Chemical Magic” presentation is “fa
mous,” and Elizabeth Newell’s annual trip to 
the bog with third graders has always been a 
“great time.”

Contacts can be made directly to the sci
entist via the roster on the web site http:// 
w w w .n y saes .co rn e ll.ed u /h o rt/facu lty / 
bjorkman/Sigxi/roster.html, or Borkjman will 
provide advice to teachers on who would be a 
good contact, and provide some initial nego
tiation on a suitable project. For more infor
mation, refer to http://www.sigmaxi.org

J. Zakour

"Ask courageous questions.
Do not be satisfied with superficial answers.

Be open to wonder and at the same time subject all claims 
to knowledge, without exception, to intense skeptical scrutiny. Be aware of human fallibility.

Cherish your species and your planet."
— Carl Sagan ( 1 9 3 4 - 1 9 9 6 ) —
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
NOVEMBER 16-30, 2001 Benefair and “Artists Among Us” Fine Art Exhibit

SEMINARS
ENTOMOLOGY

'ate: Tuesday, November 20, 2001
10:30-11:00 AM (coffee & 
cookies at 10:00)

: :e: Jordan Hall Staff Room
eaker: Dr. Tony Shelton, Professor, 

Dept. Entomology, Geneva 
1 lie: The Complete History of

Agriculture...Abridged.

All faculty, staff, and retirees are welcome to participate in, and enjoy refreshments at, two 
upcoming events on December 4.

Cornell Benefit vendors will present Benefair in Jordan Hall with information tables set up 
from 9am - noon.

On the same day, Station Club is sponsoring the second annual Fine Art Exhibit from 9am 
- 5 pm. Employees will be able to showcase their talents for the Experiment Station Commu
nity to enjoy. Staff Members and their families may submit entries. This year we are going to 
have a special kid’s corner where staff can have their children’s work exhibited as well. 
Please notify Amy Andersen by 11/27/01 at adal0@cornell.edu if you would like to contrib
ute your work. Art work can encompass any medium and does not have to be limited to fine 
art. Both traditional and non-traditional works are welcome.

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Title:

Tuesday, November 27 
3:30 PM (coffee at 3:00) 
Room A 133, Barton Lab 
Pahol Kosiyachinda, Ph.D. 
Ph.D. Candidate, Department 
of Plant Pathology, Cornell 
University, Geneva 
Development of Resistance
breaking Virus Strains: Effects 
of Recombinations in the Mid
region of the Papaya Ringspot 
Potyvirus Coat Protein Gene

TRAINING
COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES

Date: Monday, November 19, 2001
Time: 3:00 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Instructor: Fred Hickey
Title: Digital Projector Training

FITNESS
Aerobics

Date: Mon., & Fri.
Nov. 12 & 16 

Time: 12:10-1PM 
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Taekardio 
Date: Mon. Nov. 19 
Time: 12:10-1 PM 
Place: Jordan Hall Aud.

Date: Wed. Nov. 21 
Time: 12:10-1 PM 
Place: Jordan Hall Aud.

Free Flu Shots
Free flu shots will be available for fac- 

iliy and staff on Tuesday, December 4. ID 
will be required to verify employment sta
tus. Shots will be provided to faculty and 
staff during the Benefair in Jordan Hall au
ditor;1 n on December 4 from 9:00 a.m. - 
Noon and no appointment is necessary. If 
you have a family member requesting the 
shot, they may for a fee of $10. Contact 
Charie Hibbard at cah3 if you have any 
questions.

Tuesday, D ecem b er  4

9 am -noon • 2nd Floor Jordan Hall

2ND ANNUAL

' H
FINE ART EXHIBIT
9 am-5 pm • 2nd Floor Jordan Hall

Save The Date
Station Club Noon-hour 

Lunch And Merchandise Sale
Thursday, December 13, 2001 

At the Sawdust Cafe 
Lunch will include pizza, tossed salad, 

soda and dessert for only $4.00!
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A ll Station  Club M embers’ children  
are welcome! See your Station Club rep 

fo r  th e  co lo r in g  sign-up  
sheet. Each child needs to 

color the sheet and return 
it to reps by November 26.
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CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE: 1982 Ford Bronco, this is the full size 
machine with the large V-8. The vehicle has 125,000 
mi, but the engine was rebuilt with a new block 5,000 
miles ago. Great power train and interior, fair body. 
AT,PS, PB, PW. $3200. Contact Terry at x2283, or 789- 
5473 evenings.

FOR SALE: 1991 Dodge Monaco, 6 cyl, 4Dr, automatic 
transmission, ABS, power steering, new tires, no rust, 
runs well, 117,000 miles. $800 or best offer. Contact 
Haijing at hh68@comell.edu or ext 2291.

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom 1/2 house available November 
1st. Washer and dryer included. $475 per month plus 
utilities and water. $475 security deposit and lease re
quired. Located on Rose Street in Geneva. Contact 
pmml9 or call 789-4007 after 5 p.m.

FOR SALE: 1988 Olds Cierra wagon, 111,000 miles. 
Runs very well. Always maintained and repaired when 
needed,good tires, brakes, new exhaust,trailer hitch, rally 
wheels, 3.8 liter V6, roof rack. This car has been very 
good to me and I hate to part with it, but I have no use for 
a station wagon any more. Would make someone a very 
reliable second car. $2500.00 or best offer. Contact: esk7

FOR SALE: 1991 Chevy Astro Van, luxury touring 
model, 7 passenger, V6 engine, new tires, water pump 
and brakes. Price reduced to $2900. Contact Cheryl 
TenEyck, cntl@ com ell.edu, x2379 or home 315 789 
3493.

FOR SALE: 1996 Ford Taurus, 93K highway miles, 
well-maintained. Automatic, cruise, a/c, power windows 
and locks, am/fm cassette. $5,600 or best offer. E-mail 
kad2@comell.edu.

FILE CABINET NEEDED: Would you like to find a 
home for that empty file cabinet taking up needed space 
in your office or lab? We would be happy to provide a 
new home and career for it in plant pathology. Cathy 
Heidenreich, x2367

FOR RENT: Furnished studio apartment, walking dis
tance to NYS Ag Experiment Station, schools and hospi
tal. Freshly painted, new carpeting, off street parking. $325, 
utilities included. E-mail NPL1 @comell.edu for details.

FOR SALE: 1987 Dodge Shadow, 2.2 liter 4 cyl,,4 Door 
hatchback, AT, PS, PB, AM/FM. New exhaust, brakes, 
fuel tank, radiator,timing belt, etc. Good body and inte
rior. Runs well. $950. Call Terry at ex 2283 or 789-5473 
evenings.
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