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~  BRIEFSLetter From the Director
Recently I learned of sev

eral incidents in which pest
cides and other chemicals \__
were left in ways that sug- /  VW  \  
gests that someone aban- L-mszX I , L, \  
doned them rather than / 7 \
properly disposing them. ^
In one case, 2-3 lbs. o f a very old and toxic 
pesticide were spilled with more remaining in 
the container. A number of Environmental 
Health & Safety Management Programs have 
been offered to Station employees, so every
one who works with chemicals should know 
how to safely and properly dispose of them. 
If there are any questions, they should be 
brought to Soon Kong’s attention at ext. 2350.

Proper disposal o f chemicals is much 
easier and risk-free than abandoning them or 
leaving them for someone to find and dis
pose. Simply contact Soon Kong and he will 
dispose o f them properly and at no cost to 
you. This will ensure that you and the Sta
tion are in compliance with EPA regulations. 
In contrast, strong disciplinary action will be 
taken if an em ployee deliberately breaks the 
rules on proper disposal of chemicals.

If you discover chem icals that appear 
to have been abandoned or you find a spill, 
report this to Soon Kong immediately so that 
he can properly dispose o f the chemical or 
clean up the spill in accordance with EPA 
regulations. Also, if you observe an unsafe 
practice, please inform your supervisor or if 
s/he is unavailable or you have further con
cerns, contact Soon Kong.

I expect all Station employees to uti
lize the services o f Environmental Health 
& Safety  in acco rd an ce  with C o rn e ll’s 
Health and Safety policy No. 2.4, http:// 
w w w . u n i v c o . c o r n e l l . e d u / p o l i c y /  
HS.for.html.

For additional inform ation regarding 
chem ical health and safety contact Soon 
Kong or go to the following web site: http:// 
www.ehs.comell.edu/.

Remember, proper disposal o f chem i
cals is the right thing to do and much less 
worrisom e than trying to leave them som e
where for someone else to deal with them. 
I am sure that alm ost everyone at the Sta
tion follows the rules and properly disposes 
o f chemicals.

Thank you and may your exam ple lead 
to 100 percent compliance with safe disposal 
o f chem icals at the Station.

Jim Hunter, Director

IFT Awardees
Belated congratulations are due to Li Tang 

and Mou-Chieh Kao on the awards they re- 
(Continued on page 2)

A Head Start on Undergraduate Research
A member o f the Cornell Class o f 2004 has been conducting research with help 

from an entom ologist at the Experim ent Station since she was a sophom ore in 
high school. Emily Posner, o f Suffern High School, joined a three-year program 

sponsored by the National Science 
Foundation and SUNY Albany to 

do applied research in 1997. Her 
paper, “Effects o f Pherom one Trap 
Height and Design in M onitoring 
the E uropean Corn B orer M oth 
(Ostrinia nubilalis),” earned her a 
semi-finalist position and $1,000 in 
In tel’s Science Talent Search. She 
was also  se lec ted  as a f in a lis t 
speaker to present her research at 
the NYS Science & H um anities 
Symposium last April.

“I ’ve worked with graduate stu
dents and undergraduates in the 
past, but never with a high school 
student before,” said Charlie Linn, 
the research associate at the Station 
who acted as her mentor.

“I’d learned the scientific method in class, but never really lived it,” said Posner, who now 
keeps some of the European corn borer moths from that research in her North Campus dorm.

During her preliminary research on her chosen topic, pheromones -  airborne chemicals 
used by many insects to communicate -  Posner said the search engines kept bringing her to 
Cornell University’s entomology web site. Eventually she sent e-mail to Professor Wendell 
Roelofs that he passed on to Linn, asking several questions about the European corn borer 
moth and the relationship between pheromone trap placement and effectiveness.

After several more letters, it becam e clear to Linn that Posner wanted to conduct her 
own field test. “From the very start I was very uncertain whether this was a good idea, 
because o f the distance (between Geneva and Suffern), and also because o f the inherent 
difficulties o f a field project, which are the weather, whether or not there are insects out 
there... I could see a hundred things that could go wrong,” he said.

After meeting for the first time at a Cornell Orientation day, Linn agreed to “mentor 
from a distance,” and Posner’s work began. She spoke with farm ers, found a field to use 
for tests, and set up the site. Linn secured a donation of pherom one traps from the Trece 
Corporation, in California. Posner built stands and designed a pattern for trap placement 
designed to test the hypothesis that effective trap placement is at or in the grass, because 
the moths live in the grass. Posner set up traps at three heights, with three replications of 
each height for each o f two strains o f the moth.

In May, 1999, Linn made the trip down to Suffern. “By that time Emily had overcome 
all o f the hurdles I had placed before her and had committed enough time and energy that 
I felt it was worthwhile to make the trip to make sure the site really would work. And it was 
an excellent site, which became even better when the traps actually captured some moths,” 
said Linn. From May 18 until July 6, Posner visited the site every two to three days to 
check the traps and collect data.

By her senior year, she began to write the scientific paper that eventually earned her 
sem i-finalist honors.

Posner made a discovery during the course o f her research that is o f particular interest to 
the Trece Corporation. Posner found that the com pany’s lures did not last as long in the field 
as they were expected to, and confirmed this with a small test of her own design. Partly as a 
result of her findings, Trece is conducting its own tests to verify the field life o f its product.

It was partly due to her research project with Linn that Posner decided to apply to 
Cornell. “Even though I was a high school student, Dr. Linn was willing to help me. He set 
an example for the opportunities I could have at Cornell, with his enthusiasm  and willing
ness to teach,” Posner said.

Posner was accepted into the College o f Agriculture and Life Sciences as a Presiden
tial Research Scholar, and awarded $10,000 over four years with which to conduct re
search in cooperation with a faculty mentor. “I hope to do research with genetically modi
fied organisms and biotechnology at Cornell,” said the college freshm an. Posner expects 
to major in Com munications.

P. Seem

Emily Posner (right) worked with Charlie Linn (left) to 
conduct research on pheromone trap height to monitor for 
European corn borers while she was a sophomore at Suffern 
High School. Posner is a member of Cornell's incoming 
freshman class, and a Presidential Research Scholar.

http://www.univco.cornell.edu/policy/
http://www.ehs.comell.edu/
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 8-15, 2000

MEETINGSCALS Chairs meeting
Date:
Place:

Tuesday, Septem ber 12 
348 M orrison Hall

SEMINARSPLANT PATHOLOGY
Date: Tuesday, Septem ber 12
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Barton Laboratory
Speaker: Dr. Patricia M cM anus
Title: “Cottonball Disease o f Cranberry: 

Integrated Management and Ex 
tension”

ENTOMOLOGY
Date: Monday, Septem ber 11
Time: 10:00 am
Place: Paul J. Chapm an Conf. Room , 

rm. 310, Barton Lab
Speaker: M ark Wright
Title: “An Old W orld and New W orld 

Perspective o f IPM  and Bio 
logical Control o f Ostrinia 
nubilalis Using Trichogranna 
ostriniae”

Date: Thursday, Septem ber 14
Time: 10 am
Place: Paul J. Chapm an Conf. Room , 

rm. 310, Barton Lab
Speaker: Brian Nault
Title: “Increasing the Impact of Natu 

rally Occurring Biological Con 
trol of the Colorado Potato Beetle
in Potato”

:■ L1L
Date: W ednesday, Septem ber 13
Time: 10 am
Place: LTC
Title: JavaScript Basics
Instructor: Jane Irwin
Date: Septem ber 15
Time: 1lam -12noon
Place: LTC
Title: Corporate Tim e Inform ation
Forum. This is important inform ation for 
any department that now uses M eeting M aker 
or will be using Corporate Time. 
Facilitator: Jane Irwin

FITNESS
Taekardio

Date: Mon., Sept. 11 and Wed., Sept. 13
Time: 12:00 pm
Place: Jordan Hall auditorium

Aerobics
Date: Every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday
Time: 12:10 -1 pm
Place: Sawdust Cafe

CLASSIFIED
CAR FOR SALE: 1986 Nissan 300ZX, 2 door, steel 
blue, standard 5 speed, sun roof, several more options, 
120K miles, still runs like new! Asking $3,000. Con
tact George at x2374 or gsal @nysaes.comell.edu..
HOUSE FOR SALE: Close to the Station. 2 story, 3 
bedroom home. Situated on a picture perfect lot with 
beautiful landscaping. Family room with fireplace, 
screened in porch, maintenance free exterior, newly 
painted trim, newer roof. Move-in condition! Have use 
of pavilion tennis courts, volleyball, and basketball 
court. Great location. Call Bea Stoyla, (315) 789-3114.

(Continued in next column)

(CLASSIFIEDS, continued)
CAR FOR SALE: Ford Escort 1992. Little rust.
152.000 miles. Runs very good. $2200. E-mail 
Alejandro Valencia at av68@comell.edu.
TUTORING AVAILABLE: Graduate student in Edu
cation seeks to tutor local children in reading and writing 
English. Please e-mail bjj8@comell.edu or call 781 -5633.
FOR RENT: Available August 1,2000. 3 bedroom apt. 
New appliances, deposit and lease, within walking dis
tance of the Station. Call 781-2500.
NEED TO SELL: 1991 Oldsmobile 88 royale, 3.8L 
V6, red, Air conditioning, automatic trans., power win
dows and seats, good condition! best offer. E-mail Tho
mas Bucher at tbb@nysaes.comell.edu or call x2277.
FOR SALE: JVC 7-disc changer dual cassette stereo, 
TV shelf, computer desk, twin mattress, hand mixer, 
small heater, rice cooker, halogen lamp. Please email 
jt30@comell.edu or call x2368..
FREE TO A GOOD HOME: 6 kittens are ready to 
find a new home. They come fully equipped with a 
personality, lots of love, tenderness, and playfulness. 
Please call Amy at x2314, or e-mail adalO.
FOR SALE: Couch (w/hide-a-bed), chair, loveseat, 
and ottoman all nicely worn in. $100 for all pieces. 
Call Ann at x2301 (Mon.-Thurs.) or 536-3546 (Fri.- 
Sun.) amb36@nysaes.cornell.edu.
CAR FOR SALE: 1993 Ford Explorer XLT. Loaded. 
Excellent condition, new tires, new shocks, 108,000 
miles. Asking $6,900. Call (315) 789-0048 - leave message.
CAR FOR SALE: 1991 Dodge Monaco sedan V6,
116.000 miles. Good condition, no rust. Near new tires, 
brakes and battery. Need to sell before September 30, 
2000, $1800 or best offer. E-mail Bruce at 
bdm24@nysaes.comell.edu or call x2362.
RESERVE YOUR FRESH LAMB NOW: Enjoy pas
ture-raised lamb this winter, cut as you like it. $2.50/ 
lb, cut, wrapped and frozen ($ 15 for butchering). A 100- 
lb lamb yields about 45 lbs of meat. Ready to go Nov/ 
Dec. Contact Linda at llm3@comell.edu or x2417.
FOR SALE: King size mattress with box springs, 1 
metal frame, SERTA 2 years old (Northstar Supreme). 
Asking $400. Please contact: Seokmin Son at 787-2271 
(day) or 781 -2750 (night).
FOR SALE: NordicTrack excerciser. Simulates cross
country skiing. Includes earlobe sensor pulse meter. 
Excellent condition. $100. Gil Stoewsand, 789-3246.
FOR RENT: One and two bedroom apartments on 527 
S.Main St. Available September 1st. Furnished, utili
ties included, lake view, & back yard. Contact Mrs. 
Somers 781-1950 & 789-2238.
FOR SALE: 1992 Toyota Camry LE V6 134K mi. 
Excellent condition, automatic, cruise, air, anti-lock 
brakes, air bag, AM-FM cassette, no rust, power win
dows and locks, white - very pretty car. $5500. Email 
pm 12 or call x2414 or 781-0218 after 6pm.
WANTED TO RENT: 1 bedroom apartment or fur
nished room from September 1 through November 30, 
2000 for female visiting scientist from India. Please 
respond to Dr. Geza Hrazdina: ghl0@comell.edu or 
call at 787-2285.
GREAT COMPUTER FOR SALE: Compaq Presario 
5304 with monitor, keyboard, speakers, Office 2000, 
and Color H-P Desk Jet 722 C Printer for sale! Paid 
over $1200 only 10 months ago! Appraised at $675 
without the printer or Office 2000! Willing to sell for 
only $750 or a reasonable offer! Call Kristine x2494.
MOVING SALE: 90 Mhz Pentium PC with speakers 
and 15" monitor $120, 13" SANYO color TV $60, TV 
stand $10, Tappan 0.8 cu. ft microwave oven $30, 20" 
3-speed portable fan $10, 2 halogen floor lamps (one 
for $8, two for $15), 3-level book shelf $10, 30" x 60" 
folding table $20, extra wide toaster $10. small heater 
$5, humidifier $10, Queen-size bed (mattress, box spring and folding frame) $40. Please leave a message 
to Mou-Chieh Kao at mk93@cornell.edu or call x2435 
(only after Sep. 12).
FOR SALE: Refrigerator $50, and Freezer $30. Please 
contact Ann or Tony Shelton at 789-2310.

I’ve learned ... v i
V; Vthat sometimes all a person needs is a 

hand to hold and a heart to understand. <5 * $ * *  {> 
Andy Rooney !

(BRIEFS, conitnued)
ceived at the IFT Meeting in Dallas last June.

Li received First Place in the Biotech
nology Division Poster Competition for her 
poster entitled: “Liposome-based Flow-in
jection Nucleic Acid Analysis.”

M ou-Chieh received Second Place in the 
John C. Ayres Food Microbiology Division 
Poster Com petition for his poster entitled: 
“D evelopm ent of a Rapid Dual Strip Assay 
for Visual Identification and Subtyping o f 
Shiga Toxin-producing Escherichia coli by 
Nucleic Acid Sequence-based Amplification 
and D N A -tagged Liposomes.”

Congratulations to both of you for your 
outstanding achievements.

2000 Outstanding Employee Award 
Call For Nominations

Each year the Station C lub solicits 
nom inations for an Outstanding Employee. 
T he O u tstan d in g  E m ployee will be an 
nounced and presented with gifts at the No
vem ber Station Club Banquet..

Nominators should solicit letters of sup
port for a selected individual and submit all 
supporting materials to Diana Parker, Selec
tion Com m ittee Chair. These packets will be 
evaluated by a volunteer panel of department/ 
unit representatives. All nominations will be 
confidential. The panel will convene and 
select the awardee based on criteria such as:
- high degree of excellence in job performance
- super interpersonal skills that promote team work
- a willingness to extend themselves to help others
- a com m itm ent to the goals of the Experi
ment Station
O ther considerations of the Selection Com 
mittee will include:
- quality (content) of letters -  not quantity 
(num ber)
- who wrote the letters (supervisors, co-work
ers, adm inistrative staff, department chair)
- diversity o f sources for the letters (depart
ment, Geneva cam pus, Ithaca campus, de
parted visiting scientists)

Community involvement (outside the Sta
tion) should NOT be a strong determining factor.

N om ination packets will be accepted 
th rough  M onday , S ep tem ber 25, 2000. 
Please send com pleted nomination materi
als to D iana Parker, Barton Laboratory.

L ib ra ry
Beginning August 23, all 
circulation notices will be 
sent by e-mail, including:
Overdues, recalls, and 
items available.
Paper notification will 
be discontinued, except 
for those faculty, staff, and students without 
Cornell e-mail addresses.
Please be aware that the notices you recieve 
by e-mail will be your official notification. 
You will no longer recieve papier circulation 
notices. If you are on a department network, 
please be sure to set your Cornell e-mail 
address to forward to your account. If you 
do not have an active e-mail address, all 
notices will be sent to your campus address. 
Check with Circulation staff for more 
information.
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