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BRIEFS
New Director o f Hort Society

George Lamont, owner of Lamont Fruit 
Farm, Inc., in Albion, NY, was named the 
executive director of the New York State 
Horticultural Society, at the Cornell Fruit 
Field Day 2000.

George Lamont, the newly appointed Executive 
Director o f the New York State Horticultural 
Society, is a sixth generation apple grower from 
Albion, NY.

Accepting the responsibility from presi
dent Kevin Bowman, Lamont addressed the 
425 growers and equipment dealers as
sembled at Cornell’s Fruit Field Day 2000, 
and wasted no time in announcing benefits 
to the apple growers.

“The market loss assistance program 
that started in Orleans County, in the spring 
of 2000, has passed both houses o f Con
gress with the same language,” he said. 
“Because the language is the same, the bill 
has an excellent chance of passing.” The 
program promises $100M in assistance to 
qualified US apple growers. Producers will 
be paid on the first 40,000 bushels. “We as
sume it’s going to be around 70 cents per 
bushel,” said Lamont.

The market loss program was triggered 
(Continued on page 2)

O ver 425 people attended the Cornell Fruit Field Day 2000 held at the Experiment 
Station, on August 17, and they all came for different reasons.

Peter TenEyck, owner of the 100-acre Indian Ladder Farms, in New Scotland, NY, 
wanted to learn more about diversify
ing his apple operation, as he attempts 
to convert from a wholesale to a 100 
percent retail operation. Karen 
Bischoping, who has been running a 
family farm market operation near 
Rochester for 12 years, started in kraut 
cabbage and has since moved into 
apples, stone fruits and berries.
“There’s a lot of great stuff here,” she 
said, following Courtney Weber, who 
was demonstrating a brush hoe weeder 
in a strawberry bed. John Lombardy 
of Benjamin’s Orchard in Connecticut 
went home planning to change the tree 
spacing in his next planting based on 
Terence Robinson’s presentation on 
super high density apple tree spacing.
Stephen Searl, a recent Cornell grad 
and horticultural manager at the 250- 
acre Wickham Fruit Farm on Long 
Island’s North Fork, came looking for 
new ideas to reduce pesticide use. He 
paid close attention to Andrew 
Landers’ demonstrations of spray 
equipment that reduces drift.

“We were very, very pleased at 
the number of fruit growers who 
came,” said Terence Robinson, who 
was one of rhe organizers. By far the greatest percentage were apple and grape growers, but 
representatives from nurseries, NYS Ag & Markets, Cornell Cooperative Extension and 
equipment dealers participated in the bus tours that went out at staggered intervals, cycling 
through the Station farms.

“The Cornell Statewide Program Committee embarked on this event a year ago to try 
and highlight research done at Cornell for the commercial fruit industry,” said Robinson. 
“We recognize the fruit industry is in some financial difficulty and that research here at 
Cornell could be of benefit to them.”

The ambitious and complex program showcased 62 presentations by 31 researchers,
(Continued on page 2)

Terence Robinson, horticultural sciences, tells apple 
growers about cropload on young trees at the Cornell 
Fruit Field Day, which over 425 people attended. The 
last Fruit Field Day was held in 1996.
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by two events: the illegal dumping of apple 
juice concentrate by China and the loss of 
foreign markets when the Asian economy 
collapsed. The program was begun in Or
leans County by Bruce Krenning and Chris 
Watt. It spread across the country and was 
supported by the Farm Bureau, hort societ
ies, the US Apple Association, and the 
USDA, and was presented as an amend
ment to the House Agricultural Appropria
tions Bill by Congressmen Hinchey and 
Walsh of NY. “The bill has strong support 
in the Senate from Senator Schumer,” 
Lamont explained. “It’s possible the grants 
could come through within two months.” 

At the Field Day, Lamont cited mar
keting and weather as two compound risks 
borne by New York growers. “People are 
still recovering from the Labor Day Storm 
two years ago, and, this year, growers in 
the Hudson Valley have been hit by two 
devastating hail storms -  one on May 18 
and one on August 11.”

Lamont said the NYS Hort Society is 
trying to work with the USDA to come up 
with better risk management programs. “As 
we all know, the government hail and 
weather insurance does not work for apple 
growers.”

Lamont replaces outgoing executive 
director Dan Donahue, who stepped down 
in June. Lamont’s father, Thomas E., served 
as executive secretary of the Hort Society 
from 1960-1970. Lamont is a sixth genera
tion apple grower.

Anticipating EPA Inspection
C h e m ic a l  S t o r a g e : R e l a b e l in g  o f

CONTAINERS

All chemical containers come with a 
label. The original label of most containers 
purchased in recent years provides detailed 
information on the properties and health 
hazards of the chemical and should never 
be defaced or removed unless the container 
is empty and well rinsed. All containers 
should be dated and inventoried upon ar
rival. As a rule, if a material is transferred 
from an original container to other contain
ers, such as making a solution of a chemi
cal or repackaging into smaller bottles for

(Continued on page 3)

(FRUIT FIELD DAY, continued from page 1)

demonstrations by a dozen equipment manufacturers, seven nurseries, and displays pro
vided by some 25 other commercial agricultural sponsors. Cornell presenters hailed from

Geneva, Ithaca, the Hudson Valley 
Lab, The Lake Ontario Fruit Team, the 
Plant Genetics Resources Unit at 
Geneva, and extension offices through
out the state. This was the first year the 
Fruit Day included presentations on 
grapes and equipment.

Topics included faiit breeding, pro
duction systems, integrated pest manage
ment, genetic engineering, crop physiol
ogy, water and nutrient management, 
varieties, trellis systems, fire blight con
trol, insecticide trials, and enology. The 
Station’s plantings of tree fruits, stone 
fruits, grapes and small fruits, including 
apples, peaches, plums, pears, cherries, 
wine and juice grapes, strawberries and 
raspberries were highlighted, with pre
sentations made at each stop.

Susan Henry, the new dean of the 
College of Agriculture and Life Sci
ences, who was introduced during lunch 
by director Jim Hunter, said the research 
communicated by faculty and staff was 
“very impressive.” “The people at 
Geneva represent what the entire col
lege can provide in terms of dedication 

and commitment to agriculture in New York State,” she said.
Nathan Rudgers, com

missioner of the New York 
State Department of Agri
culture and Markets, was 
very encouraged to see this 
kind of interaction between 
a “world class research in
stitution and industry.” “I 
cannot think of a better ex
ample of direct engagement 
than this fruit field day,” he 
said. Rudgers was optimis
tic about the future of the 
fruit industry in New York.

“Apple growers are hav
ing a tough tim e,” said 
TenEyck. “We have two 
much product for sale be
ing sold by too many 
people to too few people. This field day was absolutely terrific in terms of its variety and 
the quality of the presentations offered, and in the execution.”

“I was particularly pleased to see well everyone worked together to make this event go 
as smoothly as it did, with very few glitches,” said Art Agnello, another one of the prime

(Continued on page 3)

Steve Clark (left), an apple grower font Milton, NY, talks to Dean 
Susan Henry (center) and Hugh Price (right), about the challenges 
facing growers in the Hudson Valley.

Andrew Landers ofAg & Bio Engineering discusses or
chard sprayer efficacy, deposition, and drift reduction 
at the Fruit Field Day. This was the first year sprayers 
and other equipment were demonstrated during the

2
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organizers. Both he and Robinson voiced special thanks and appreciation to Mark Scott, 
Mart VanKirk, and the entire staff of the Field Research Unit, who, together with Build
ings and Properties, worked 
“tirelessly and with the high
est degree of cooperation” to 
ensure that all the operations 
and logistics were com 
pleted efficiently, and all 
problems handled with a 
minimum of disruption.

“The grounds and all the 
physical facilities were par
ticularly neat and well 
tended,” said Robinson.

“I heard many favorable 
comments on how nice ev
erything looked,” said 
Agnello. He also voiced 
gratitude to the county ex
tension agents, grad students 
and summer em ployees 
from the Hort Sciences and
Entomology Depts, plus the Finger Lakes Grape Program, who acted as tour leaders, bus 
guides and shuttle van drivers. “Their devotion to these tasks helped move people along in

an orderly fashion and made a 
tremendous impression on our 
guests,” he said.

“We were very very pleased 
at the level of cooperation among 
researchers at Ithaca and Geneva 
and the Hudson Valley,” said 
Robinson.

The event was sponsored by 
equipment dealers from through
out the Northeast, including Em
pire Tractor, Inc., Hilltop Nurs
eries, Lakeland Equipment, Ap- 

Courtney Weber, horticultural sciences, tells growers on the plied Agricultural Technologies, 
Small Fruits Tour at the Darrow Farm about relative yields and 33 others. 
o f different strawberry and raspberry varieties.

Nathan Rudgers, Commissioner of the NYS Dept, o f Agriculture 
& Markets, was optimistic about the future o f the New York State 

fruit industry, telling growers at the Fruit Field Day that the “state 
government will help you move forward" in a “challenging world 
economy."

Cancer patients need it. 
Accident victims need it. 

People undergoing 
surgery need it.

And there’s only one 
place they can get blood 

from -
volunteer blood donors.

Life is Worth Preserving

We need YOU!! Today is the 
last day to make your appointment 
for the blood drive. Please sched
ule your life saving donation with 
Donna Roelofs at Ext. 2325 or e- 
mail Donna at drr2. Walk-ins are 
always welcome though -  we will 

S t i l l  N o  turn no-one away. Make a differ-
S u b s t i t u t e  ence -  please give blood!

f  +
A m e ric a n  
Rad C ro ss

(BRIEFS, continued from page 2)
redistribution within a research unit, all such 
containers need to be properly labeled ac
cording to the Occupational Safety & Health 
Administration’s labeling requirements.

The OSHA Hazard Communication 
Standard and the OSHA Lab Standard have 
specific requirements for the labeling of 
chemicals. In a laboratory covered under the 
Lab Standard, if a chemical is designated as 
a hazardous material, that is having the char
acteristics of corrosivity, ignitability, toxic
ity (generally meaning a highly toxic mate
rial with an LD50 of 50 mg./kg. or less), re
activity, etc., and if it is made into a solution 
or repackaged as a solid or liquid in a con
centration greater than 1% (0.1% for a car
cinogen) it needs to have a so called Right- 
To-Know (RTK) label which duplicates the 
hazard warnings, precautions and first aid 
steps found on the original label. In a non
lab setting, such as a shop or greenhouse, the 
Hazard Communication Standard dictates 
that all repackaged chemicals, including com
mercial products which are a mixture of 
chemicals, need a RTK label. Without the 
proper labeling of chemicals as stated in these 
two standards a work place is not in compli
ance with Federal regulations.

To facilitate compliance with OSHA 
regulations a label generating program ex
ists to provide very inexpensive RTK labels 
for labs at Cornell. Label index page can be 
accessed by http://www.ehs.cornell.edu/ 
(pathway: Chemical & Lab Safety, Labels, 
Label Index).

If the label you need is not on the web, please 
contact Soon Kong at ssk 19@cornell.edu for 
assistance in creating a label. Please pro
vide full chemical name(s), percent by 
weight information.

Hort Society Scholarship
Rebecca Scott, a senior at Cornell Uni

versity, from Cornwall. NY, received a 
$ 1000 scholarship from Valent BioSciences 
Corporation during the Cornell Fruit Field 
Day on August 17. The scholarship was 
awarded in conjunction with the New York 
State Horticultural Society. Scott, who has 
worked at the Hudson Valley Lab in High
land, NY, hopes to become an extension 
educator in fruits.

(Continued on page 4)
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MEETINGS
D e p a r t m e n t  C h a ir s ’ M e e t in g

Date: Tues., August 29, 2000
Time: 10 am
Place: Director’s Office

FITNESS
AEROBICS

Date: Every Mon., Wed., and 1
Time: 12:10-1 pm
Place: Sawdust Cafe

TAEKARDI0
Date: Mon., August 28, and

Wed., August 30, 2000
Time: Noon
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

CLASSIFIED
WRITE A BEST-SELLER

Send your classified for Station 
News to D onna Boyce at 
dmb62@nysaes.cornell.edu. Ads 
will be run for members of the Sta
tion family only. Renewal after 
three weeks available upon request.

CAR FOR SALE: 1986 Nissan 300ZX, 2 door, steel 
blue, standard 5 speed, sun roof, several more options, 
120K miles, still runs like new! Asking $3,000. Con
tact George at x2374 or gsal @nysaes.cornell.edu..

HOUSE FOR SALE: Close to the Station. 2 story, 3 
bedroom home. Situated on a picture perfect lot with 
beautiful landscaping. Family room with fireplace, 
screened in porch, maintenance free exterior, newly 
painted trim, newer roof. Move-in condition! Have use 
of pavilion tennis courts, volleyball, and basketball 
court. Great location. Call Bea Stoyla, (315) 789-3114.

CAR FOR SALE: Ford Escort 1992. Little rust. 
152,000 m iles. Runs very good. $2200 . E-mail 
Alejandro Valencia at av68@ comell.edu.

TUTORING AVAILABLE: Graduate student in Edu
cation seeks to tutor local children in reading and writing 
English. Pleasee-mail by8@comeli.edu or call 781-5633.

FOR RENT: Available August 1, 2000. 3 bedroom 
apt. New appliances, deposit and lease, within walk
ing distance of the Station. Call 781-2500.

NEED TO SELL: 1991 Oldsmobile 88 royale, 3.8L 
V6. red. Air conditioning, automatic trans., power win
dows and seats, good condition! best offer. E-mail Tho
mas Bucher at tbb@nysaes.comell.edu or call x2277.

MOVING SALE: 13" Sharp TV/VCR combo $90, 
JVC 7-disc changer dual cassette stereo $150, Sharp 
1.4 cu. ft. microwave oven $15, espresso/capuccino 
machine $15, Coffeemaker $5, TV shelf $10, book
shelf $ 10, speaker phone $8, juicer $ 15, humidifier $ 10, 
vaporizer $5, twin mattress $30, hand mixer $5, small 
heater $5, electric frying pan $20, etc. Please contact 
jt30@cornell.edu or x2368.

FREE TO A GOOD HOME: 6 kittens are ready to 
find a new home. They come fully equipped with a 
personality, lots of love, tenderness, and playfulness. 
Please call Amy at x 2 3 14, or e-mail adalO.
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FOR SALE: Couch (w/hide-a-bed), chair, loveseat, 
and ottoman all nicely worn in. $100 for all pieces. 
Call Ann at x2301 (Mon.-Thurs.) or 536-3546 (Fri.- 
Sun.) amb36@nysaes.comell.edu.

CAR FOR SALE: 1993 Ford Explorer XLT. Loaded. 
Excellent condition, new tires, new shocks, 108,000 
miles. Asking $6,900. Call (315) 789-0048 - leave message.

CAR FOR SALE: 1991 Dodge Monaco sedan V6, 
116,000 miles. Good condition, no rust. Near new tires, 
brakes and battery. Need to sell before September 30, 
2000 , $1800  or best offer. E-m ail Bruce at 
bdm24@nysaes.cornell.edu or call x2362.

FOR SALE: Sharp 19" TV and Symphonic VCR, both 
with remotes. $80 for both. Call Dave x2496 or 585-2248.

RESERVE YOUR FRESH LAMB NOW: Enjoy pas
ture-raised lamb this winter, cut as you like it. $2.50/ 
lb, cut, wrapped and frozen ($ 15 for butchering). A 100- 
lb lamb yields about 45 lbs of meat. Ready to go Nov/ 
Dec. Contact Linda at llm3@comell.edu or x24I7.

FOR SALE: King size mattress with box springs, 1 
metal frame, SERTA 2 years old (Northstar Supreme). 
Asking $400. Please contact: Seokmin Son at 787-2271 
(day) or 781 -2750 (night).

FOR SALE: NordicTrack excerciser. Simulates cross
country skiing. Includes earlobe sensor pulse meter. 
Excellent condition. $100. Gil Stoewsand, 789-3246.

CAR FOR SALE: Nissan Maxima, 1985, California 
carso no rust. Very good condition and runs well. $900 
or best offer, ams5@cornell.edu or at home, 789-2310.

Two teaching positions are available just 
south of Geneva.
l:High School Science Teacher Wanted 
- multiple certification preferred. Chem
istry especially useful. Call Keith 
Mathews, Principal at Penn Yan Acad
emy: (315) 536-4408. Fax resume to 
(315) 536-0341.
2:High School Mathematics Teacher 
Wanted. Call Keith Mathews, Principal 
at Penn Yan Academy (315) 536-4408. 
Fax resume to (315) 536-0341.

I ’ve learned.... " • ,
I , %"

that no matter how V$V** y V 1
serious your life ...

'V
requires you to be, everyone 
needs a friend to act goofy 
with.

Andy Rooney

(BRIEFS, continued from page 3)
“It was the community that surrounded 

me in the fruit industry when I was working 
at the Hudson Valley Lab that encouraged me 
to continue on,” she said. “I’m excited to con
tinue my higher education in pomology.” 

R egina R ieckenberg, of Valent 
BioSciences, and Kevin Bowman, president 
of the New York State Horticultural Soci
ety, presented the check to Scott.

This is the fourth year the scholarship 
has been awarded. It is available one more 
year. The cash award goes to a student who 
intends to make a career in the fruit indus
try. Candidates for 2001 can be nominated 
through the NYS Hort Society. Contact 
Kevin Bowman at 315-787-2404.

Rebecca Scott (left) received a $I0CX) scholarship 
from Valent BioSciences and the NYS Horticul
tural Society at the meet it Fruit Field Day. On 
hand to aw ard her the check were Regina 
Rieckenberg (center), from Valent, and Kevin Bow
man (right), president o f the NYS Hort Society.

English as a Second Language

English as a Second Language (ESL) 
class will be available at the Station this fall. 
Finger Lakes Community College (FLCC) 
has scheduled ESL to be presented free of 
charge on Mondays and Thursdays from 
6:30-9:30 pm from Thursday, August 31 
through Monday, December 18, 2000 in the 
Sawdust Cafe. Janet Alden will once again 
be teaching the class.

There will be no classes held on Colum
bus Day, October 9, nor during FLCC’s 
Thanksgiving Break, November 22-24.

Questions may be directed to Sharon 
Nedrow, FLCC at 7 1 6 /394 -3500  x43 1.

SAVE THE DATE:
It’s time to start thinking about your 

nomination for the Outstanding Emloyee 
Award. Nominations will be due by Septem
ber 25, 2000.Watch for more information to 
follow. This year's banquet will be held on 
November 3, 2000.

(Continued in next column)
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