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Former Station Photographer,
NATURALIST PARIS TRAIL DIES

STATION NEWS
Items for Station News should be sent to Pat 

Blakeslee (pb64@nysaes.cornell.edu), interim 
News editor.

INTERDISCIPLINARY COURSE 
ADDRESSES WORLD FOOD LOSS

Experts estimate that 10-40% of the world's 
food supply is lost between field and table. This 
statistic should concern graduate students in food 
science, says Malcolm Bourne, who encourages 
all to enroll in Food Science 447 this fall. Bourne 
is one of ten professors from various departments 
in CALS to teach the course, which will consider 
various strategies to improve these odds. It will 
be offered in Stocking Hall, Ithaca, and simulta
neously by PICTEL in the Food Science Confer
ence Room at Geneva.

The interdisciplinary course introduces the 
various causes of postharvest food losses and 
methods available to reduce the losses. It covers 
the principles of food preservation and storage 
of unprocessed or minimally processed food com
modities such as cereals, dry legumes, roots, tu
bers, vegetables, fruit, and fish in the U.S. and 
overseas. The course is of special interest to stu
dents who have worked in, or plan to work in a 
developing country, who have an interest in the 
technical aspects of the world food problem, or 
who want to improve the nutritional status of the 
poor.

The course will explore chemical and bio
chemical causes of quality loss in foods, biology 
and control of molds, insects, rodents and birds, 
simple grain drying and storage practices, stor
age and handling of horticultural crops simple 
cooling systems and effects of climate. Economic 
and social factors that affect food preservation 
and storage technology in developing countries 
will also be considered.

The course will be offered Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 10:10 a.m., for either a letter grade 
or S/U, for either 2 or 3 credits. You may also 
audit the course.

Contact M alcolm Bourne at x278 or 
mcb2@cornell.edu if you have questions. The 
first class for the semester will be Thursday, Au
gust 26.

PROCESSING SWEET CORN & 
SNAP BEAN FIELD DAY

The annual processing sweet corn and snap 
bean field day will be held on Tuesday, August 
17. Registration begins at 12:30 p.m. at the Veg
etable Research Farm and the tour will begin at 
1 p.m. Snap bean are featured from 1-3 p.m. and 
sweet corn from 3-4:30 pm. Tours highlight the 
latest in varieties, culture, and pest control. The 
field day concludes with a social hour at 5 p.m. 
and a steak roast and Vegetable Ag Business 
round table discussion at 5:30 p.m.

For more information or to attend, contact 
Jim Ballerstein, x223, or Steve Reiners, x311.

(BRIEFS, Continued on page 2)

Paris Trail, former photographer in the de
partment of publications, died at his home 
in Edenton, North Carolina, on July 18 af

ter a long battle with cancer.
“I know that the word unique is frequently 

overused,” said Paris’ former colleague at the 
Station, R. E. (Pat) Krauss, “but it is the cor
rect term to use in this instance. He was an out
standing photographer who preferred to pho
tograph images in their natural state rather than 
under studio conditions; he was a naturalist of 
the first order, knowing more about more sub
jects than most people; he was great with all 
people, but especially the thousands of young 
people who used to visit the Station every year; and he was a friend and tremendous 
person with whom to work.”

Paris came to the Station in 1954 and retired 29 years later in 1983. He was respon
sible for all the public information photographic assignments and also did the scientific 
photography for all the departments except entomology and later plant pathology. He 
worked very closely with members of the faculty, always trying to keep up with what 
each was doing. “Many times, he wouldn’t wait to be asked to take a picture,” commented 
Krauss. “He would talk to a professor, see a photo opportunity in his mind, and head right 
for the field plot or orchard to see if he could capture it. More often than not, those 
photographs later would appear in the scientific literature or in various Station publica
tions.”

Before Krauss came to the Station to head the department of publications, Paris, for 
all practical purposes, was the department leader for a period of two years following the 
retirement of former editor James Luckett. “He was photographer, editor, tour guide, and 
exhibit designer, and he did them all well,” said Krauss. He was one of the key elements 
in helping build the department into one of the most highly respected editorial and photo
graphic units in the Land-Grant college system.

In 1983, Paris and his wife, Dorothy (Butch), moved to Edenton, North Carolina, 
where they have lived since. He continued and greatly expanded what he did in his many 
areas of interest. He wrote a biweekly column about plants, animals, birds, and nature, in 
general, for the Chowan Herald, illustrating his articles with his photographs. In 1997, he 
published a book From Hawks to Hummingbirds: Close Encounters with Birds o f the 
North Carolina Coastal Plain. In addition to his more than 5,000 color slides of Coastal 
Plains insects, birds, plants, and animals, Paris also was an amateur paleontologist and 
archaeologist. His efforts included helping to find 32 dugout canoes in Phelps Lake, 
Pettigrew State Park, one of which was carbon dated back 4,380 years.

Paris served on the battleship New Jersey in the Pacific during World War II. He 
earned six battle stars as a gunner’s mate second class. Following the war, he studied 
photography at the Rochester Institute of Technology. Prior to coming to the Station, he 
spent seven years as a photographer for the Naval Proving Grounds, Dahlgren, Virginia. 
Besides his wife of 50 years, Paris is survived by two daughters. Robin (Joe) Braun, 
Spokane, Washington; Toby (Tommy) Pennell, Portsmouth, Virginia; two sons, Pepper 
(Debra), Ashland, Oregon and Matthew (Amy), Lexington, Kentucky; two sisters; six 
grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.

Memorial donations may be sent to the Nags Head Woods Preserve, 70LW. Ocean 
Acres Drive, Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina 27948, or the Edenton United Methodist 
Church, P.O. Box 37, Edenton, North Carolina 27932.

Volunteers needed to staff the Sta
tion tent and tasting at the Seneca 
Lake Whale Watch, Check out the 
schedule in the Whale Watch 
folder on the Computer Centre file 
and contact Sandy Antinelli at sja2 
or x248 to sign up.

Pre-Whale Watch pizza party/volunteer orientation, courtesy of the director, 
noon, August 19, in the Pavilion.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
AUGUST 13-20, 1999

LTC
Wednesday, August 18, 2 - 4 p.m.
HTML Intermediate

STATION FAREWELLS T
Thursday, August 19,4 - 5 p.m.
Jordan Hall Lounge
The Library invites all Station employees to bid 
a fond farewell to Peter McDonald.

Thursday, August 19, Pavilion
5:30 p.m. Social Hour, 6:30 p.m. Dinner
Picnic for Norm and Cathy Weeden. Reservations 
should be sent to Dona Soper, 102 Hedrick Hall, 
by August 13. Please include a check for $ 10/per- 
son, made payable to Dona.

(BRIEFS, cont. 'd)

CABBAGE R&D PASSES
New York cabbage growers have voted in 

favor of the proposed Cabbage Research and De
velopment Fund. This fund, which assesses grow
ers $4 per acre, will be effective as of July 1, 1999. 
It is expected that the assessment will bring the 
fund to between $50,000 and $60,000 annually. 
The money can be used to fund research projects 
in all aspects of cabbage production, as well as 
marketing studies. NYS Department of Ag and 
Markets, which administers the program, will 
form an advisory board consisting of nine mem
bers (seven growers, one processor representa
tive, and one member chosen to represent han
dlers). The board will decide on the projects to 
be funded for 2000.

“We’ve been working on this since 1996, 
and it’s exciting to see it finally approved,” said 
Hort Science Professor Steve Reiners.

BUCKWHEAT FIELD DAY
The fifth annual Buckwheat Field Day will 

be held August 24 from 1 -3 p.m. at the Vegetable 
Research Farm. Most participants are experienced 
buckwheat growers who come from as far away 
as Canada and Pennsylvania. The main displays 
are the field trials for the NYS AES buckwheat 
breeding program. Lisa Blanchard, of Thomas 
Bjorkman’s lab. is responsible for the trials and 
for collecting the data to aid in the development 
of new varieties for the Northeast.

If you are interested in attending, contact 
Lisa Blanchard at x436 or Thomas Bjorkman at 
x218.

EARLY RETIREMENT 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM

Mary Slaght will give a presentation on 
the Early Retirement Incentive Program 
August 27 at 10:00 a.m. in the Staff Room, 
Jordan Hall. Before and after the presen
tation she will meet with individuals in the 
FST conference room. Please call 8-5- 
4455 to set up a time to meet with her.

CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE; Two Chevy Caprices-1986 and 1985. 
Both around 100,000 miles. Great for parts. $500 or 
best offer. Call Matt at 789-9594.

“It’s Deja Vu All Over Again”

There is little question that Buildings 
and Properties (B&P) has been the 
dominant team in Station softball 

for the last five years. Even though they 
have only lost one game during that 
length of time, B&P’s captain, Nestor 
Ortiz, was not overly confident going 
into the season. “I think we could lose 
two or even three games,” the new cap
tain remarked, when asked about his pre
dictions for the upcoming season.

Well, apparently Nestor will not be 
leaving the Station to become part of 
Psychic Friends Hotline anytime soon.

On Thursday, August 5, B&P de
feated Horticultural Sciences* 7-4, not 
only winning the Station Championship but capping off yet another undefeated season.

B&P did have a couple of close calls. During the regular season, they trailed the Barton 
Lab team late in one game and needed extra innings to beat them by one run. They also 
trailed an under-manned, over-achieving Food-Science-And-Others team 7-1 and 9-2 in 
the early innings of 1999’s first playoff game, yet still came away with a relatively easy 
18-12 victory. B&P then rolled over the Barton Lab team 18-2 to reach the final game.

The team posted another strong outing in the championship game, taking a first inning 
2-0 lead and never relinquishing it. Back-to-back home runs in the third inning by Jeff 
Thibault and Brian Lasher, put B&P up 5-0. This spread proved insurmountable for the 
Hort Sciences team, although they did muster a challenge. A nice running catch in the sixth 
inning by Hort Science’s Kevin Maloney in left field, a diving stop at first by Alan Lakso, 
and a quick cover by Courtney Weber, prevented B&P from scoring in the sixth, and kept 
the game respectable. Hort Sciences even managed a little rally in the seventh. A rare walk 
by B&P pitcher Dave Lasher, a couple of singles, a few miscues and close plays in the field 
resulted in three Hort Science runs. But the rally proved to be too little, too late. The B&P 
team retained their composure, quelled the challengers, and toasted the latest B&P con
quest. J. Zakour

* Hort Science defeated Barton Lab to advance to the championship game.

The Champs (from left): back row-Scott Bur
den, A l Fairbrother, Dave Lasher, Ed Lasher, 
Chris Olmstead, John VanderWeide; front row- 
Tony Arnold, Brian Lasher, Nestor Ortiz (cap
tain); Jeffrey Thibault, Ken Bell.

H eroes N eeded for S tation B lood D rive

Here is your chance to be a hero! The Station Club is sponsoring a blood drive at the 
Sawdust Cafe, on August 23 from 8:00 a.in. to 1:00 p.m. Currently only five 
percent of the eligible population is sustaining the needs of local hospital patients 

and that is not enough to meet increased patient needs.
To donate blood you must be 17 years old, weigh 110 pounds, and be in general good 

health. You are eligible to donate if you have not donated since June 28, 1999, (56 days 
prior to the blood drive). Many people do not think that they can donate blood because 
they are on medication; however, not all medications will defer a person from donating 
blood. If you have any questions regarding your eligibility to donate, ask the nurse at the 
blood drive or call the Red Cross collections office at 1-800-272-4543.

Donors are scheduled one every 15 minutes. To assure minimal waiting, donors are 
asked to make an appointment time by calling or e-mailing Terry Spittler (x282 or 
tds2@nysaes.cornell.edu) or Gemma Osborne (x228 or gro2@nysaes. cornell.edu). Walk- 
ins will be welcome, but may take slightly longer.

' 'SAGES EVENTS
VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT
To all of you looking for excitement, adventure, and fun! SAGES will have a Volleyball 
tournament on Saturday, August 14, starting at 10 a.m. by the Pavilion and lasting until the 
winners are identified. Groups of 4 (at least one women per team) and groups of 2 make up 
a team. Everybody welcome, this is not only a SAGES event, it is the end-of-summer- 
Grand-Open! We will finish the day of the tournament with a picnic. Food And drink for 
free! The spirit of achievement, the fun in the August sun, the pleasure of plenty.... Just 
come! (Contact: Dan Waldstein, dew 11 @cornell.edu)

ORIENTATION PICNIC
On August 14 at 6 p.m., SAGES will have an orientation picnic in the Pavilion for old and 
new students, postdocs, research associates, professors, and staff members. Please come 
along to meet the ones around you! (Contact: Andrea Ficke, af37@cornell.edu)
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