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Items for Station News should be sent 
to Pat Blakeslee (pb64@nysaes.comell. edu), 
interim News editor in Communications.

KEUKA COLLEGE STUDENT 
INTERNS IN PLANT PATH

Matt Schrader, an undergraduate student 
from Keuka College, is participating in an epi
demiology internship this summer at the Ex
perim ent S tation. Schrader is enrolled in 
Keuka’s experimental learning program, and 
was the recipient of a grant project funded by 
IPM. Schrader is working with plant patholo
gists David Gadoury, Bob Seem, Jay Norelli, 
Herb Aldwinckle and Joy Bolar. The team’s 
focus is to develop transgenic apples that are 
resistant to major diseases. Schrader is work
ing on a project to develop a scab-resistant 
McIntosh apple.

“Apple scab is the most destructive dis
ease of apples worldwide,” said Gadoury. Scab 
is routinely treated with repeated applications 
of fungicides and pesticides. A. Plansky

DIRECT MARKETING INCREASES 
IN NEW YORK

Based on a recent report in The Vegetable 
Growers News, direct marketing increased dra
matically in the U.S. from 1992 to 1997, ac
cording to a report from the USDA Agricultural 
Census.

Farms selling agricultural products directly 
to individuals rose from 86,432 in 1992 to 
93,140 in 1997, an increase of 7.8%. Direct mar
ket sales, meanwhile, rose from $404M in 1992, 
to $550M in 1997, a 36% increase. According 
to the data, average farm income rose by 26.5%.

(BRIEFS , continued on page  2)

V isitors F rom A cross the N ation 
T our the Station

Wendell Roelofs (Entomology) describes pheromone research to a group from the Northeast 
Leadership Council.

Tour groups come through the Experiment Station with some regularity, but the past two 
weeks have been particularly busy at Geneva, as we have hosted well over 500 people in 
six separate events.
On Saturday, July 10, a group of Cornell student tour guides from the Ithaca campus 

came to Geneva to become more familiar with the Experiment Station, so they could include 
information about Geneva in their presentations to the groups o f parents and prospective 
students who tour the Cornell campus daily. Pat Krauss and Bob Andersen hosted them.

Later in the afternoon, over 350 alumni from the nation’s agricultural schools convened 
at the Pavilion behind Jordan Hall for Station tours and a barbecue. Sponsored by the Na
tional Agricultural Alumni and Development Association (NAADA), whose annual meeting 
was hosted by the College of Ag & Life Sciences at Cornel 1/Ithaca this year, the event at
tracted about 50 local alumni for a pre-tour, and another 325 for a walking tour before dinner.

The pre-tour was led by Bob Andersen, Steve Reiners and Jana Lamboy (Hort Science 
and IPM, respectively), and incorporated fruit and vegetable plots. Pat Krauss greeted the 
larger group. We divided them into two smaller groups to tour the auditorium in Jordan Hall, 
which we had ringed with standing exhibits from the Experiment Station’s collection and 
tables of ‘living’ science from each department as well as IPM and PGRU. These tables were 
staffed by Harvey and Nancy Reissig (Entomology), Steve Reiners and Bob Andersen (Hort 
Science), Warren Lamboy (PGRU), Dave Gadoury and Roger Magarey (Plant Path), and 
Jana Lamboy (IPM). We also led the groups over to the Pilot Plant where the new department 
chairman, Dick Durst, welcomed them, Karl Siebert (FST) introduced them to the Cornell 
Vinification and Brewing Technology Lab, and Judy Anderson (FVC) gave a presentation on 
the Food Venture Center and Pilot Plant activities.

( VISITORS, continued on page 4)
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(BRIEFS, cont. 'd)
Among the states with the greatest num

ber of farms engaged in direct marketing, New 
York ranks seventh, behind California, Texas, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Oregon, and Michigan. 
Among states with the greatest value of direct 
market sales, New York ranks third, behind 
California and Pennsylvania.

THEFT AT THE STATION
For the first time ever, the News feels it is 

necessary to warn employees that there has 
been several recent thefts. Norm W eeden’s 
unlocked bicycle was stolen some time be
tween 5-7 p.m. on Friday, July 16, and, over 
the following weekend, two computer note
books and a wallet disappeared from Alan 
Lakso’s laboratory. A credit card from the purse 
was used in downtown Geneva. If anyone has 
any information about these incidents, please 
contact Norm or Alan. Others at the Station 
are— unfortunately— forewarned that, for the 
time being, at least, increased vigilance may 
be necessary.

COFFEEHOUSE/CONCERT 
FOR HUNGER RELIEF

A “Coffeehouse Under the Stars” will be 
held at Lakefront Park on Friday, July 30, to raise 
funds for the Geneva Community Lunch Pro
gram. The Geneva Community Jazz Ensemble, 
Midlife Crisis, The New Funk Movement, The 
Smith Brothers Band, and All God’s Children will 
perform at the gazebo near the Chamber of Com
merce from 7 to 11:30 p.m. Snacks and bever
ages will be available. Suggested minimum do
nation is $5 for adults and $3 for children. Take 
along a lawn chair or blanket and enjoy this com
munity event! Look for a bright pink poster about 
it in your department.

Many Thanks!
Last Friday’s Station Club Picnic was 
a huge success due in large part to 
the effort put in by so many people. 
We would like to thank everyone who 
helped out with the event. Thanks to 
you all!

Station Club

Photos: Rebekka FosterHoi Time At The Station picnic

Over 200 Station employees, friends and fam ily m em bers braved near 100-degree 
heat last Friday afternoon and evening to attend the annual Station Club Picnic. 
Despite the overw helm ing humidity, departing Station Club President Colleen 

VanAllan and her successor, Gem ma Osborne, made sure that a good time was had by all. 
Snacks and barbecued chicken and hot dogs satisfied everyone’s hunger while music and 
the sounds o f laughter filled the air.

The highlights o f the picnic had to be the kids’ gam es hosted by Rixana Petzoldt. She 
and her crew spend much o f the early part o f the day preparing an obstacle course made 
from tires and bales o f hay that were temporarily donated by Courtney W eber and deliv
ered by FRU. All the kids reveled in tackling the course as quickly as possible. The kids 
along with accom panying grown-ups were treated to hay rides by hayride drivers Jim 
Ballerstein, Steve Lerch, Thomas Bjorkman, and Pat Cobb. O ther games and fun activities 
that kept the kids busy throughout the day and into the evening included face painting by 
Gem ma Osborne and Lorrraine Barry, a water balloon toss lead by Phil, Matt, and Mary 
Jean Welser, and a beanbag toss led by Kristen Ondik. Pat M ahoney sent the kids on a 
scavenger hunt while Dona Soper hid pennies for the younger kids to find. Tiffany Fisk 
and Sherri Tennies hid peanuts for the older crowd. Prizes were given to all who partici
pated. W ithout a doubt, though, the most popular spot was the sprinkler system that Rixana 
had set up. Getting soaked under the sprinkler becam e the cool pastim e of choice for kids 
of all ages throughout the picnic.

The barbeque chicken dinner with all the fixings was catered by Gary Baxter. The 
evening’s music was supplied by DJ “Rock with Rock.” The big winner of the night was 
Sherri Tennie who won the 50/50 raffle.

Special thanks must be given to: D irector Jim Hunter, who treated Station employees 
to a pre-picnic social hour and picked up the tab for the soft drinks; Hugh Price, who acted 
as em cee throughout the picnic; Patty Gibbs, who personally donated a generous amount 
o f snacks; Nancy Long: who acted as the food coordinator; the crews of B& P and FRU, 
who participated in set-up and clean-up; and 
Cheryl TenEyck, who hired the DJ.

Finally, a very special thanks to Charlie 
Lynn who thought o f the idea of setting up the 
sprinkler, Gary Chicoine who supplied the much 
needed hoses, and Colleen VanAllan for having 
done such a great job  with Station Club over the 
years. J. Zakour

2



JULY 23-30, 1999

Retired Plant pathologist Robert Gilmer Dies
Dr. Robert M. Gilmer, 78, professor emeritus o f plant pathology and form er chair of 

the departm ent o f plant pathology at the Experim ent Station, died unexpectedly on 
July 17, at his hom e in Brooksville, Florida.

Gilm er was born on Decem ber 10, 1920, in Lawrence, Kansas. He attended Emory 
University for two years before going into the service during World War II. Following the 
war, he received his B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees, in 1947, 1948, and 1950 respectively, 
from the University o f Wisconsin. He joined the Station’s plant pathology departm ent in 
1950 as an assistant professor, was promoted to associate professor in 1954, and to full 
professor in 1959.

“Bob was an outstanding plant pa
th o lo g is t,” com m ented  Dr. Jam es E.
Hunter, director o f the Geneva Station 
and a form er colleague o f G ilm er’s. “He 
established a w orldwide reputation for 
his knowledge o f virus diseases of de
ciduous fruit crops. But, for those of us 
who worked closely with him and be
came friends, he will always be rem em
ber forem ost as highly intelligent, well 
read, and a free-thinker who challenged 
our conventional views. He was a unique person; he will be missed but not forgotten by 
me and his many other friends at the Station.” Gilm er was also known for his broad expe
riences in different areas, for being a voracious reader, for his photographic memory, and 
for helping younger m em bers of the Geneva faculty develop their careers.

In addition to an outstanding career as a researcher, Gilm er served as either acting 
head or head o f the departm ent of plant pathology from 1967 through 1972. He retired 
from the Station in 1975.

M ost o f G ilm er’s research efforts were concentrated on virus diseases o f deciduous 
fruit trees and grapevine. He found that several leafhopper species were efficient vectors 
of X-disease o f stone fruits. The agent that caused this disease, which was first believed to 
be a virus, was later demonstrated, using electron microscopy, to be a mycoplasma. This 
led to the use o f chem otherapy to treat the disease.

Gilm er also investigated the sour cherry yellows disease (SCYD). This disease was 
widespread in sour and sweet cherry orchards throughout New York State. The virus in
volved in the disease complex brought about severe reduction in fruit production. At the 
time, SCYD was the most important virus disease in cherry. Gilm er conducted an exten
sive search for a source of resistance to the disease, but was unable to find any. However, 
during this research, he was able to identify and separate two commonly occurring cherry 
viruses— prune dw arf and necrotic ringspot. He also demonstrated that healthy cherry trees 
can becom e infected by pollen that is carrying the virus. This discovery helped to explain 
the rapid spread and comm on occurrence o f SCYD in commercial orchards.

G ilm er was instrumental in the developm ent o f a virus certification program, which 
he initiated in the 1960s. As a result of this program, growers were able to secure virus- 
tested nursery stock for new plantings. Eventually, the Nursery Inspection Unit of the New 
York State D epartm ent o f Agriculture and Markets took over the program as part of its 
regulatory and detection duties.

In 1962, a subcom m ittee o f a Deciduous Fruit Tree Virus Technical Com m ittee (IR-2) 
was formed to develop indexing procedures for the detection of latent apple viruses. This 
subcom mittee was chaired by Gilm er and published its results in 1971. The report recom 
mended indexing procedures with woody indicator plants and described symptoms in these 
woody indicator, including variations caused by different strains o f the virus. The use o f a

“Bob was an outstanding 
plant pathologist.. . .  He es
tablished a worldwide repu
tation for his knowledge of 
virus diseases of deciduous
fruit crops. D r James E. H unter

herbaceous indicator to detect apple viruses 
was also mentioned in the report.

G ilm er’s pioneering research on grape
vine virus diseases in eastern North America 
also resulted in significant contributions. A 
disease caused by the tobacco ringspot vi
rus was initially found in 1967. It had not 
been previously reported to infect grapes. 
However, as a result o f this research, sur
veys in vineyards in New York State and 
Canada revealed widespread occurrence of 
this disease. In 1974, a program  was initi
ated to identify resistant scion and rootstock 
varieties and evaluate m ethods to control 
the nematode vector. Largely because of 
Gilmer, official rules and regulations were 
developed in 1973 for a grapevine virus dis
ease certification program . This program 
provided grow ers protection against pur
chasing virus-infected grape plants as well 
as trueness to variety type.

In his 26 years at the G eneva Station, 
Gilm er published 90 scientific articles and 
numerous abstracts o f articles presented at 
scientific meetings. He was a m em ber of 
the Association o f A pplied Biologists and 
the American Phytopathological Society. In 
the latter, he was secretary-treasurer o f the 
Northeastern D ivision in 1965, vice presi
dent in 1966, and president in 1967.

In 1957, he spent a six-m onth sabbatic 
leave as a visiting plant pathologist at the 
East Mailing Research Station at Maidstone, 
England. From 1972-1974, he was a visit
ing professor at the D epartm ent o f A gricul
tural Biology, U niversity o f Ibadan, N ige
ria, under the auspices o f the Rockefeller 
Foundation. G ilm er was a m em ber o f the 
Alpha Epsilon U psilon, A lpha Zeta, and 
Sigma Xi honorary societies.

Recently, G ilm er established a special 
trust fund that will eventually provide fund
ing for support o f graduate students in plant 
pathology at the G eneva Station.

Gilmer is survived by his wife, Eleanor; 
a sister, Joanne (Robert) Hammond from the 
Panhandle area o f Florida; and three neph
ews and nieces. W hile em ployed at the Sta
tion, the Gilm ers lived on Fort Hill Road in 
Phelps.

R.E. Krauss
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CALENDAR of EVENTS”
JULY 23-30, 1999

MEETING
Wednesday, July 28,3:00 pm
Department Chairs’ meeting 
Director’s Office, Jordan Hall

STATION SOFTBALL
Week 1 Playoffs
Tuesday, 7/27 Barton Lab vs. Hort Sci 
Thursday, 7/29 FSPC vs. Service Staff 
(Home Team listed second)
Week #8 Results
Hort Sci defeated Barton Lab 
Service Staff defeated FSPC
Regular Season Records
Service Staff 8-0 Barton Lab 3-5
Hort Sci 5-4 FSPC 1-8

CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE: 1986 Ford FI 50 Pick-up. Auto, P/S, P/ 
B, Cassette. 50,000 miles. Runs good. $895. Contact 
Herb Aldwinckle hsa 1 or at x369, 789-4655.
SERVICES OFFERED: Looking for that hard to 
find tree or shrub or need technical advice? I grow 
over 85 species of shade trees and flowering shrubs. 
Most are containerized and ready for planting. 
Consultations available and delivery to the Station. 
Call Jim x378 orjpe6@comell.edu
FOR SALE: Emerson air conditioner - 12,000 Btu 
apartment type - 15 amp, 220 volts. Purchased new in 
July 1998. Original cost - $525. Asking price - $200 
firm. Phone 781-1498 and leave message, or email at 
pfr2@cornell.edu
FREE STUFF: Nintendo Power magazines (many), 
circa early 1990s; large stereo speakers (woofer rattles 
badly) in decent-looking but fake wood cabinets; 
antiquated turntable and receiver; Hewlett Packard 
b&w ink jet printer for Mac (early model). Call 
Cathy Weeden at 789-7286.

LTC
July 27th, 9 -10:30 a.m.
MAC Intermediate
July 29th, 10-11:30 a.m.
Microsoft Power Point 98

RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL 
DISCOUNT PASSES

Discount passes for the 23rd Annual Renais
sance Festival in Sterling, NY are available from 
Donna Roelofs Monday-Thursday through Au
gust 12 (Please note that Donna will not be avail
able to sell tickets on Fridays). Contact Donna at 
drr2 or x325 for further details.

The Station at Whale Watch

Engaging, hands-on, eye-popping, and m outh-w atering agriculture and science will 
be featured under the Experim ent S tation’s expanded big top at this year’s Whale 
Watch, on August 20-22. Interactive exhibits featuring fruits and vegetables, insects, 

plants, and taste testings are being planned to dem onstrate how research and extension are 
performed by the scientists at Geneva. Part o f our m essage is that Geneva helps agri
business in New York, and positively affects the culture, taste, health, safety and availabil
ity of the foods we eat.

The Station’s various exhibits provide 
W hale W atchers with a taste o f current 
research efforts. They can sam ple new 1)
Supersw eet corn varieties at the ever- 2) 
popular Corn Roast on Saturday and Sun
day afternoons or test their ability to de- ^  
tect varying potassium rates at the Tomato 
Tasting, new this year. Another exhibit will 
determine whether consumers can detect ^  
the difference between thermally pasteur- 6) 
ized and U V -pasteurized  apple cider.
Apple slices from N ature’s Pleasures also 7) 
will be available, to demonstrate the re- 8) 
suits of minimal processing.

All three days, children of all ages can 
learn about crawling, wiggling, and flying insects at the entom ology exhibit. And IPM 
will present an exhibit on their comm unity programs, including labeling and lawn grubs.

Volunteers are still needed to staff the exhibits and the tastings for two-hour intervals. 
So whatever your forte, your friendly expertise is needed. Those who volunteer their time 
are invited to a pre-W hale Watch pizza party on A ugust 19, hosted by the director. At that 
time, they’ll receive details of their assignm ent and a free pass for the day they volunteer.

Check out the schedule in the Whale Watch folder on the Computer Centre File 
Server (see instructions) and contact Sandy Antinelli at sja2 or x248 to sign up.

How to access the Computer 
Centre File Server:

Access “Chooser” under Apple menu. 
Choose AppleShare and AES.Geneva 
under Appletalk Zones.
Select “Computer Centre” under “Se
lect a file server” and hit “OK.” 
Connect to the File Server as “Guest” 
and select “OK.”
Highlight “CC” and select “OK.”
The “CC” File Server will now appear 
as an icon on your desktop. Open it. 
Open the “Whale Watch” folder.
In that folder is the “Whale Watch 
Schedule ’99."

(VISITORS, cont. ’d)

On Tuesday, July 13, 60 farmers from Madison County, Kentucky, arrived on their 
week’s tour of the Northeast to hear about alternatives to growing tobacco. John Wilson, 
Madison County extension agent said, “In the last two years, these farmers have seen their 
tobacco quota cut by 40 percent.” Tobacco consists o f 40 percent of the farmers’ income in 
most cases, so this represents a significant loss. Steve Reiners and Bob Pool gave presenta
tions and answered questions about vegetable and grape production, respectively.

On Thursday, July 15, 55 participants in the Northeast Leadership Council tour led by 
Tom Davenport, of the National Grape Cooperative, convened at the Station for lunch and an 
afternoon tour. Their particular interest was how the Experiment Station expected to meet 
the agricultural needs of growers and producers in New York in the next millennium. Bob 
Seem addressed the topic in the auditorium, the group toured the same exhibits that were 
used on Saturday (again, staffed by the departments), and Steve Reiners and Hugh Price 
toured them by bus through fruit and vegetable plots on Station farms.

On July 22, IR-4 officials, and teachers on an Ag in the Classroom tour visited Station 
fields, labs, and the Pilot Plant. They talked with Hugh Price, Steve Reiners, Karl Siebert, 
Bob Kime, Jan Nyrop, and Paul Robbins.

These events require substantial planning, cooperation, and participation on the part of 
many people at the Station, and we sincerely appreciate your efforts. L. McCandless
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