
N E W » Y O R K » S T A T E » A G R I C U L T U R A L » E X P E R I M E N T  • S T A T I O N

C O R N E L L
U N I V E R S I T Y Station News G E N E V A

N E W Y <) It K

----------~  BRIEFS

STATION NEWS
Items for Station News should be sent to 

Pat Blakeslee (pb64@nysaes.cornell.edu), in
terim News editor.

MERCK FUNDS HWS SUMMER 
RESEARCH AT STATION

This summer three undergraduate stu
dents from Hobart and William Smith Col
leges are conducting research at the 
NYSAES through the highly competitive 
Merck Pharmaceutical Corporation Grant. 
The Merck Grant gives the students the op
portunity to participate in shared research 
with their professor over the course of the 
summer. Megan Eaton, Aline Gaude, and 
Roy Schlieben are working with HWS biol
ogy professor Dr. Nancy Murray on a Re
search Opportunity Award she received from 
the National Science Foundation. Oversee
ing this project is Dr. Wendell Roelofs chair 
of the Entomology Department.

The team is researching the reproduc
tive process of moths, focusing on phero
mones. Megan Eaton, a senior biology ma
jor, is specifically working on cloning gene 
codes for the proteins involved in the pro
duction of the pheromones. Aline Gaude, an 
incoming first-year student, and Roy 
Schlieben, a junior biology major, are ex
perimenting with mutegenesis studies. This 
research will be extremely significant in 
understanding which mutations are neces
sary to produce pheromone compounds in 
nature. These students are working together 
at the heart of the project, in hopes to de
velop a better comprehension of the chem
istry and behavior of pheromones .

Alison Plansky

COFFEE HOUSE/CONCERT 
SUPPORTS HUNGER RELIEF

A “Coffeehouse Under the Stars” will be 
held at Lakefront Park on Friday, July 30, 
to raise funds for the Geneva Community 
Lunch Program. The Geneva Community 
Jazz Ensemble, Midlife Crisis, The New 
Funk Movement, The Smith Brothers Band, 
and All God’s Children will perform at the 
gazebo near the Chamber of Commerce 
from 7 to 11:30 p.m. Snacks and beverages 
will be available. Suggested minimum do
nation is $5 for adults and $3 for children. 
Take along a lawn chair or blanket and en
joy this community event! Look for a bright 
pink poster about it in your department.
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Year-End achievements

Among graduate students honored this year were: (from left to right, front to back) Jing- 
long “Bill” Yang, Koy Jirarat Tattiyakul, Andrea Ficke; Roger Margarey, Li-Chen "John” 
Wu.

As the 1998-1999 school year came to an end, several graduate students at the Experiment 
Station were honored with various awards, grants, scholarships, and prizes. These scholars 
were recognized for their success in academics, leadership, and involvement in their 

respective fields of study. Congratulations are in order for the following individuals.
Ellen Chamberlain, a graduate student in the Food Science and Technology, received two 

awards at the close of the academic year. She was the first recipient of the Downing Award, for 
academic excellence, leadership qualities, and involvement in FST events. She also received 
the Frank and Anne Kosikowski (Kosi) Award, granted annually to a graduate student in food 
science who has made exceptional scientific or technical contributions to food science and has 
displayed leadership qualities and societal concerns. “I was extremely honored to receive 
these awards named for two noteworthy, well-respected, and talented food scientists,” Cham
berlain said.

Several other students in Food Science and Technology were recognized for their achieve
ments. Koy Jirarat Tattiyakul and Jing-Iong “Bill” Yang received the Henry and Ruth Herzog 
Graduate Research Award, presented to students who have demonstrated academic excellence 
and have advanced in their research endeavors. Yang was also a finalist in the Food Chemistry 
Division’s Graduate Poster Paper Competition at the 1999 Annual Meeting of the Institute of 
Food Technologists in Chicago. At this same conference, Li-Chen “John” Wu was a winner in 
the student T-shirt logo design competition for the IFF Along with this accomplishment, Li- 
Chen received the John E. Kinsella Memorial Fund Award.

Maolei Xu received the Hsien and Daisy Yen Wu Award from the Department of Ento
mology. The $1,000 award recognizes her eminent progress in the field as well as her high 
potential for a successful academic year.

Torey Arvik and Jonathan Licker were recipients of year-end scholarships. Arvik, a gradu
ate student in the Cornell Wine Group, was honored with the American Society for Enology 
and Viticulture Eastern Section Student Scholarship Award. The $ 1,000 scholarship will sup
port her doctoral research. Licker received scholarships from the American Wine Society, the 
American Society for Enology and Viticulture( ASEV), and the ASEV/Eastern Wine Industry.

Roger Margarey was selected to present a paper at the I.E. Melthus Graduate Student 
Symposium in Plant Disease Epidemology and Pythogen Ecology at the American Phyto- 
pathological Society meetings in Montreal this August. His travel expenses will be subsidized 
by the APS. Andrea Ficke was awarded the Saari Student Travel Award to attend the APS 
meetings. Ficke has received an Einaudi Center Travel Grant for $ 1,200 to support her thesis 
research in Australia, and has been designated a Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organization Visiting Scholar.

We commend these students for their dedication to their fields and their ensuing achieve
ments.

Alison Plansky
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
JULY 16-23, 1999 1999 Retirement Incentive Program

SEMINAR
Friday, July 23, 10:30 am
FST Conference Room

Dr. Robert Holm, Executive Director, IR-4 
Project Center for Minor Crop Pest Man
agement, will speak on “New Perspectives 
for the Future of the IR-4 Program.”

SAFETY TRAINING
Chemical Safety Training will be held 

on July 21, 1999, in Jordan Hall Auditorium, 
9:00 am-noon. This training is mandatory 
for employees who work with hazardous 
chemicals in a laboratory setting.

July 20, 9 - 10:30 am
Mac Basics

July 21, 8:30am - 11:30 am
Beginning Excel

The Governor and the State Legislature have agreed to a 1999 retirement incen
tive program for members of the New York State Employees’ Retirement Sys
tem (NYSERS) and the Optional Retirement Plan (ORP) through TIAA/CREF. 

Colleges typically have sufficient flexibility to accommodate the loss of a position 
but retain the right to disallow a request to retire under the incentive program.

To be eligible for the 1999 retirement incentive program, an employee must be 
at least age 50 and have 10 years of state service credit, or be at least age 55 and have 
at least 5 but less than 10 years of state service credit at retirement, not including 
incentive service, be on the payroll as of February 1, 1999, and continue in active 
service to the first day of the open period. Employees must file the Declaration of 
Interest form by August 16, 1999. To determine which positions will be approved, 
the results of the declaration of interest will be shared with the college administra
tion for endorsement and inclusion on it list of participating titles.

The incentive program provides two open retirement periods. The retirement 
date must be within: June 26, 1999 - September 23, 1999 (Non-exempt) or October 
3, 1999 - December 3 1, 1999 (Exempt).

Other details of the program are available in the June 30, 1999 memo from H. 
Edward Quay. Each eligible employee should have received a personal copy. If you 
are e lig ib le  and d id n ’t receive a m em o, p lease  con tac t Mary S laght 
(ms21@cornell.edu) or Charie Hibbard (cah3@cornell.edu).

B R IE F S  (cont'cl)

WEEKEND HOSTS NEEDED
July 21, 8:30am - 11:30 am
Merge in Word

DEADLINE
CRIS Reclassification of projects is due 

by July 15, 1999. Please notify Judy Birkett 
(jab9 or x202) when the process has been 
completed. Thank you.

STATION SOFTBALL
Final Regular Season Games
Tuesday, 7/20 Hort Sci vs. Food Sci/ 

PGRU/Comm
Thursday, 7/22 Service Staff vs. Barton 

Lab

Coin Toss for Home Team

Week #7 Results
Barton Lab defeated FSPC 
Service Staff defeated Hort Sci

CLASSIFIED
Y A R D  SA L E : 560 W. North St (N orthw ood  
Townhouse #J), Geneva; Saturday July 10, 1999 from 
9 am to 5 pm. Lots o f Toys and miscellaneous items!

HOUSING NEEDED: Two-bedroom apartment or 
home with close proximity to the Station needed for a 
Visiting Fellow from Korea with spouse and two young 
children. Late August - early December 1999. Contact 
Dick Robinson (rwrl@ cornell.edu) x237, or Dona 
Soper (dnsl@ com ell.edu) x234.

FOR SALE: large desk w/file cabinets, $40); table + 4 
captain chairs, $50; microwave cavt-white,$20); 0.6-cu-ft 
microwave w/ digital keypad, $35; futon + frame, $45; 
wood dresser, $30; vacuum, $25; white dishes-Crate & 
Barrel, $10. Many plastic shelves/carts also (free!). Con
tact Ellen at ekc5@comell.edu or x368.

FOR SALE: 1990 4-door Sentra Sedan. Ruby red and 
running like a top with a mere 117K miles to its credit. 
$2 ,000  or best offer. Contact Pat B lak eslee  
(pb64@nysaes.cornell.edu or 548-5192).

Hobart and William Smith Colleges need hosts for visiting Japanese students during 
the weekends of July 30 (male) and August 6 (female). Since the purpose of these week
end visits is to give students a sense of American life, hosts aren’t obliged to make special 
plans to entertain them unless they care to do so. Anyone at the Station interested in spon
soring a student either or both weekends should contact Kathy DeRosa (x211or 
kad2@nysaes.cornell.edu).

SURPLUS TRAILER UP FOR BID

Plant Pathology is accepting bids for a 16-ft heavy duty 2-axle trailer (rusty but solid; 
needs some repair to wooden bed). Minimum bid is $300. The bid should include your 
name, department, phone number and bid. The department reserves the right to reject any 
or all bids.

Please submit your bid in a sealed envelope to the Janice Valerio in Plant Pathology. 
Bids will be opened at 3:00 on Friday, July 23.

WHALE WATCH TO HOLD CORRUGATED BOAT RACE
International Paper is sponsoring a Cor

rugated Boat Race at this year’s Seneca Lake 
Whale Watch. What, you ask, is a corrugated 
boat race, and what does that have to do with 
you? Simple. A corrugated boat race is a 
friendly competition between people with 
creative minds, young spirits, and a bit of 
ingenuity. Participants must build a boat 
made of corrugated paper (cardboard) sup
plied by International Paper or other sources 
you may have and race it through a specially 
designed course (straight line). The event 
will be held at the Whale Watch on Sunday, 
August 22, at 12:30 pm, and is sure to be 
lots of fun. Prize categories include: boats 
that resemble a whale or whale theme, best 
overall costume, best vessel name, and best 
sinking vessel. For more information on 
signing up, visit the Whale Watch web site 
at www.whalewatch.org or call 781-0820.

AUGUST 20, 21, 22

w h a l eWATCH
TAKE A SHOT AT $20,000

A $ l raffle ticket will give three lucky 
people a chance win $20,000 at the 
Whale Watch (Aug. 20-22). To win, 
shooters must make three, 3-point shots 
in a row. To enter, give your name, ad
dress and $1 per ticket to Wendell 
Roelofs (Entomology). Contestants 
who have played high school or colle
giate basketball within the past 5 years 
are ineligible, but they may designate 
someone else to shoot for them.

Volunteers needled to staff the Station tent. Contact Sandy Antinelli at sja2 or x248.
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