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BRIEFS

New Vegetable Crops Breeder 
begins WORK

STATION TO HAVE TEAM AT 

MARCH OF DIMES 

W A LK AM ER IC A

This y ea r’s March of Dimes 
WalkAmerica will be held on Sunday, April 
18, l :00 pm, at the Seneca Lake State Park. 
A “thank you” party is held at the finish line, 
complete with lunch! This walk raises 
money to help save babies born in Upstate 
New York. If you are interested in getting 
involved and becoming a Station Team 
walker, please contact me. I will send you 
more information and a registration form. 
If you have registered directly (some people 
who have walked in the past receive regis
tration forms directly), you can still join the 
Station Team. Please contact me (x211, 
kad2).

Kathy DeRosa

GARDENSCAPE ’99 THIS WEEK

Tickets are still available for 
GardenScape ’99. GardenScape ’99 will be 
held at The Dome Center on East Henrietta 
Road in Rochester March 11-14, 9:00 am- 
9:00 pm, Thursday-Saturday; and 9:00 am- 
5:00 pm on Sunday.

There will be more than 50 landscaped 
gardens and displays, including special fo
cus on children and families, with an inter
active children’s garden, The Gardener’s 
Marketplace, and numerous demonstrations 
and speakers.

Seminars will be held daily, every hour, 
beginning at 11:00 (10:30 on Sunday). 
Speakers are:

3/11 - Scott Kuntz, Antique Gardens, 
American Home Landscapes

3/12 - Jo Ann Gardner, Herbs in Bloom 
for Gardeners Who Love Flowers

(BRIEFS Continued on page 2)

Dr. Phillip D. Griffiths has joined 
Cornell University’s department of 
Horticultural Sciences at the Geneva 

Experiment Station. The newly appointed 
assistant professor will establish a vegetable 
breeding program to address the needs of 
the New York State crucifer industry. He will 
be working to breed new, high quality vari
eties of cauliflower, broccoli and cabbage 
that are disease and pest resistant.

“I am extremely pleased to welcome a 
scientist with Phillip’s enthusiasm and cre
ative interests to this department. His expe
rience in disease resistance breeding is a 
much needed component of our vegetable 
breeding program,” said department chair,
Hugh Price. “Phillip brings to the Station 
an excellent background in genetics and mo
lecular biology coupled with a working 
knowledge of conventional plant breeding.
His experience working with the Florida to
mato industry will be a tremendous asset as 
he develops his own program working with cruciferous crops.”

Griffiths is enthusiastic about his new position, “One exciting thing about working 
with crucifers is that they have such wide crossing potential, which makes them a crop that 
is easy to manipulate,” he noted, and he also looks forward to the challenge of adapting his 
breeding methods to new vegetable crops and to implementing modern molecular tech
niques in a traditional breeding program. Griffiths anticipates helping the New York State 
vegetable industry in numerous ways, including the development of varieties that are re
sistant to black rot, and hopes to become a solid contributor to the New York State crucifer 
industry.

Griffiths, who is from Southeast Wales, received his Bachelor of Science in Genetics 
in 1990 from the Department of Genetics, Queen’s Medical Center, University of 
Nottingham, U.K. His undergraduate research was on the linkage of the alcohol dehydro
genase enzymes to sexual selection in seaweed flies. He received his Master of Science in 
Plant Breeding in 1993 from the Department of Agronomy, University of Wales and the 
Institute of Grassland and Environmental Research / Welsh Plant Breeding Station. His

Phillip D. Griffiths is the new assistant pro
fessor o f vegetable breeding in Horticultural 
Sciences.

master’s research focused on environmental and genotypic effects on endopolyploidy in 
the epidermal tissues of Lolium perenne and L. multiforum. He received his Ph.D. in Hor
ticultural Sciences in 1998 from the University of Florida at Gainesville, where his re
search centered on the introgression of tomato mottle virus (ToMoV) resistance genes 
from wild accessions of Lycopersicon chilense.

In the past, Griffiths has worked with the Gulf Coast Research and Education Center’s 
tomato breeding program, where he did research on the selection of ToMoV resistant breed-

(GRIFF/THS Continued on page 2)
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FINK TO LECTURE ON GENOME RESEARCH IN ITHACA

Gerald R. Fink, director, Whitehead In
stitute for Biomedical Research, 

Cambridge,Mass., will be the Spring 1999 
Messenger Lecturer at Cornell, presenting 
three talks under the general title “We’re Off 
to See the Genome.”

Fink is also the American Cancer So
ciety Professor of Genetics at the Massa
chusetts Institute of Technology. He has a 
long association with Cornell, joining the 
faculty in 1967 as an assistant professor of 
genetics, serving as a professor of genetics 
from 1976 to 1979 and as professor of bio
chemistry from 1979 to 1982. His current 
interest is in the field of infectious disease

research.
Fink will present three lectures, all of 

them free and open to the public: March 15 
“Genetics and the Future,” 4:30, Uris Hall 
Auditorium; March 16, “What’s in a Ge
nome?” 4:30, Uris Hall Auditorium; March 
17, “Genomes and Disease,” noon, 101 
Phillips Hall.

Fink is a leader in the understanding of 
the forces that mold the genome. His labo
ratory was the first to demonstrate the heri
table transformation of yeast by naked DNA 
and to show that segments of DNA called 
retrotransposons could move around the 
genome via an RNA intermediate. His work

on baker’s yeast has established this organ
ism as a model for fungal infection. Fungi 
have emerged as increasingly frequent 
agents of life-threatening infections. How
ever, there are no effective fungal antibiot
ics. Fink is exploiting the field of genomics 
to identify potential targets for new antifun
gal compounds.

The Messenger Lectures were estab
lished in 1924 by a gift from Hiram Mes
senger, who graduated from Cornell in 1880. 
Their purpose is to raise the moral standard 
of our political, business and social life.

D. Knipple

ANNUAL PESTICIDE UPDATE TO BE HELD MARCH 16

(BRIEFS, cont.)

3/13 - Allen Rokach & Anne Millman, 
Focus on Flowers, Part 1 & 2

3/14- Carle Otteson, Out o f the Wild and 
Into the Garden

Ticket price at the door is $8.00 for 
adults, $4.00 for children 6-12, and free for 
children 5 and under. Contact Colleen 
VanAllan (x318 cmh6) for reduced price 
($1.00 savings) tickets.

NEW PHONE NUMBERS FOR 

FRU STAFF

Field Research Staff will be moving 
to new facilities over the next few months. 
Their new phone numbers are as follows:

Mark L. Scott 789-3689

Steve Gordner 789-5827 
Alan Soper 
Fred Jensen 
Lee Hibbard 
Sam Rosato

Greg Ingerick 781-5318 
Pete Griner

Mart VanKirk 781 -5307 
Jack Riech 
Gary Wood 
Greg Noden 
Keith Czadzeck

DATE: March 16 
WHERE: Jordan Hall Auditorium 
WHY: The CALS Pesticide Use Policy re
quires that all CALS personnel who use pes
ticides must be certified and must attend an 
annual update program.

The CALS Pesticide Use Policy defines 
use of pesticides as:
• application of pesticides including gen

eral maintenance applications for pest 
control on plants and animals, efficacy 
testing, impact on biological control 
agents, leaching, residue analyses, envi
ronmental fate, etc.;

• direct supervision over one applying pes
ticides as described above;

• teaching/demonstration of pesticide ap
plications and/or use; and/or

• recommendation of pesticide application 
or use.

WHEN: Tuesday, March 16; 9:00 am- 
11:30 am
Registration and refreshments: 9:00-9:30 am 
Program begins promptly at 9:30 am 
WHERE: Jordan Hall Auditorium 
REGISTRATION: No pre-registration is 
required. Attendees will be required to sign 
a roster. DEC recertification credits for com
mercial applicators are pending.
Bring your Pesticide Applicator I.D. card 
with you.
AGENDA:
9:00-9:30 Registration; Refreshments 
9:30-9:45 The Pesticide Applicator Hand
book (Ron Gardner, Sr. Extension Associ
ate, PMEP)
9:45-11:30 Spray Drift and Spring Sprayer 
Tune-Ups (Andrew Landers, Extension As
sociate, ABEN)

WHO MUST ATTEND: All college personnel, including faculty, who use pesticides in 
their research, teaching, and extension programs/activities.

(GRIFFITHS, cont.)

ing lines and the linkage of RAPD markers to tomato spotted wilt virus. Griffiths also 
worked for the University of Arizona’s Department of Plant Sciences where he gained 
experience in alfalfa breeding

Griffiths, who is single, will be living in Geneva. He enjoys travel, socializing and 
keeping abreast of current affairs.

John Zakour
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The Making of a Pilot Plant for Vinification & Brewing
Construction

Progression of interior renovation: installa-

• Sloping floor
• Center floor drains
• Transfer pipes and pumps
• Loading dock
• Ramp
• Overhead door for shipping &. receiving
• Utility installation - water, air, vacuum
• Air handling & conditioning
• Lighting installation
• Offices
• PicTel connection

Progression of exterior renovation: crush pad, 
roof and support heams; electrical; water and drain
age system; entry from outside to fermentation 
room.

Food Research Building

Proposed Layout for the 
Vinification &  B rew ing Technology Pilot P lant
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CALENDAR of EVENTS LTC
MARCH 5-12, 1999

EVENTS/MEETINGS
March 9,1999
CALS Chairs' Meeting 
CANCELLED

March 10,1999
Chairs and Unit Leaders’ Meeting 
G-19 Hedrick, 3 p.m.

March 11-14,1999
The Dome Center, Rochester 
GardenScape ’99

~ ~ ~  SEMINARS ~

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES
Date: Monday, March 8, 1999
Time: 11:00 am
Place: Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Speaker: Glenda Neff, Executive Director 

New York Farms
Title: What Will It Take to Save New

York Agriculture?

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date: Tuesday, March 9, 1999
Time: 3:00 pm
Place: Rm. A 133 Barton Lab ku,c.y
Speaker: MikeTu

Harrow P rea» ’.'Station 
Omar o A^.i-Food Research 
t  . dation
-{arrow, Ontario, Canada 

Titk i  " Plant Pathological Research at 
the Harrow Research Station 

There will be a reception at 4:00 pm.

CLASSIFIED

WANTED: Tops grocery tapes. The tapes are a fund 
raising activity in support of the Geneva High School 
Marching Band/Color Guard. Please send tapes to Judy 
Birkett, Jordan Hall.

FORSALE: Holland lop rabbits. Bom 12/18. They’re 
small and make good pets. $ 10 each. Call John Ludwig 
at 539-3155.

FOR RENT: Summer Beach House on Canandaigua 
Lake: a light, airy, contemporary design (900 sq. ft.) w/ 
sky light, wooden beams, and vaulted ceiling. Living 
area features a kitchen/dining area, full bathroom, mas
ter bedroom and living room. Telephone, color TV (for 
VCR). Kitchen equipped w/refrigerator, stove, micro- 
wave, and cooking/eating utensils. Linens and towels 
included. Fully heated. Gas grill available.Very nice 
beach area. Renting by the week from June through 
September, long weekends negotiable. Forty-live min
utes from Geneva. For more information, contact Elaine 
at e lg l .

Date: Tuesday, March 9, 1999
Time: 9:00-10:30 am
Class: Library Search

This workshop will explore how
to optimize your searches for 
pertinent citations in BIOSIS, 
AGRICOLA and CAB. Empha
sis will be on the BRS telnet 
search engine, but all interfaces 
will be briefly covered. Excel
lent workshop for beginning and 
intermediate researchers. 
Instructor: Peter McDonald

Date: Wednesday, March 10, 1999
Time: 10:30-12:00 pm
Class: MAC Intermediate

Installers
More networks; sharing files 
Viruses, SAM
Fixing disks (Disk Doctor, 
Speed Disk)
Memory issues 
Keyboard commands 
There will be time allotted for 
hands-on learning.
Instructor: John Barnard

Date: Thursday, March 11, 1999
Time: 9:00-10:30 am
Class: CUL Gateway

This workshop will give an
indepth overview of the Cornell 
University Library Gateway. All 
electronic library resources 
available to the Cornell commu
nity are now accessed via 
this web site (h ttp :// 
c a m p u s g w . l i b r a r y .  
cornell.edugateway.html). In this 
workshop you will learn what’s 
available, how the resources are 
configured, which search strate
gies work best and how to 
tailor your browser for maxi
mum efficiency.
Instructors: Peter McDonald and 
Jane Irwin

Date: Friday, March 12, 1999
Time: 8:30-11:30 am
Class: Excel Intermediate II

The course will cover the follow
ing:
Sorting Data
• Excel Database features 

and Lists
• Design considerations
• Single-level sorting
• Multiple-level sorting
• Sorting options
• Using the Data. Subtotals 

command
Auto Filter
• Filtering a list
• Custom criteria
• Managing a filtered list 
Data Form
• Maintaining a list by using 

the data form
Pivot Tables
A. Creating PivotTables
B. Working with Pivot Tables 
There will be time allotted for 
hands-on learning.
Instructor: Cheryl TenEyck

LIBRARY NEWS
Please check your labs and offices for 

the following issue which is urgently 
needed:

Biochemistry vol.49 no.37, 1998.
The Library thanks you for your 

cooperation.

PEOPLE

Jeff Thibault, formerly a Custodian in 
the Seed Lab, PGRU, and B&P has been up
graded to Maintenance Mechanic II in the 
Carpenter Shop. He will also be working in 
the Telecommunication Shop when needed.

Congratulations Jeff.
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" F o r  p eace  o f  m ind,

re s ig n  as g en e ra l m anager o f  t h e  u n ive rse ."

— L arry E is e n b e r g —


