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BRIEFS
FRENCH INTERNS, ANYONE?

Cornell University CALS is initiating 
an exchange program with the University of 
Burgundy and its related agricultural insti
tute, ENESAD. We have the opportunity to 
send our students to France for a two-week 
study tour each May or a summer intern
ship in research, agriculture or agribusiness. 
We also host interested French junior and 
senior level students who would like to have 
a summer research internship, from the end 
of June until the end of September. This year 
we have approximately 12 students who 
would like to come to Ithaca and Geneva. 
They need between $1000 to $1200 per 
month— approximately $7.00 per hour, I 
believe— to cover their living expenses and 
help find furnished housing in Geneva. Their 
airfare is provided by the French ministry 
of agriculture and I will be working on visa 
arrangements. Please contact me at 8-5-0621 
if you are interested in working with one of 
these students. They speak excellent English, 
are extremely well trained in sciences and 
mathematics, and are a select group of top 
students who attend a five-year grand ecole 
college program. This year, we already have 
a number of researchers who plan to work 
with a student in both Ithaca and Geneva.

Leslie Weston
Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture 

Cornell University, Ithaca

MARCH O F  DIMES W ALKAM ERICA

T his y e a r ’s M arch o f D im es 
WalkAmerica will be held on Sunday, April 
18, 1:00 pm, at the Seneca Lake State Park. 
A “thank you” party is held at the finish line, 
complete with lunch! This walk raises money 
to help save babies born in Upstate New York.

(BRIEFS Continued on page 2)

Laurie Boyden receives 
1999 Perrine Scholarship

Hugh Price, Susan Brown, and Jim Hunter presented the 1998 Perrine Award to Laurie 
Boyden (third from left).

Laurie Boyden’s on-going efforts in Cornell University’s pomology program were recog
nized by Hugh Price, chairman of the Department of Horticultural Sciences at Geneva, 
when he presented her with the 1998 Perrine Scholarship Award on February 22, 1999. 

Boyden is the fourth recipient of the award which was established by David Perrine (Cornell 
’22) in 1993, to support pomology research work at the Geneva Experiment Station. The $2000 
Perrine Scholarship award is credited to the research account of the student’s thesis advisor 
with the stipulation that it be used to support the student’s research program.

Jim Hunter congratulated Boyden, noting that “we need a new generation of scientists to 
breed new apples to help keep the fruit industry competitive and consumers interested in eating 
more apples.”

Susan Brown, director of the Station’s apple breeding program, noted that the award was 
appropriate because the Perrine family was very interested in “fruit quality” and “breeding,” 
which are Boyden’s primary interests.

Boyden, a first-year graduate student, is pursuing a Master's/Ph.D. degree in Pomology. 
She will be performing research with Susan Brown on characterizing germplasm for quality 
attributes in conjunction with disease resistance.

“Some of the characteristics associated with fruit quality that we will be looking for in
clude astringency, the acidity to sugar ratio, juiciness and texture,” said Boyden. The disease 
she is targeting is apple scab. Boyden is currently taking courses in Ithaca, but expects to start 
her thesis research in Geneva this summer.

Boyden grew up in Granby, Connecticut, and graduated from the University of Connecti-
(BOYDEN Continued on page 2)
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cut m Storrs, in 1997, with a B.S., having ma
jored in Horticulture. She first became inter
ested in plant breeding in seventh grade when 
she read a series of mystery novels where the 
amateur sleuth was a professor of horticulture. 
Boyden was enamored by the descriptions of 
his work—which included inventing a new 
breed of rutabaga—and has been interested in 
courses in fruit and vegetable culture ever since. 
“I have had my own kitchen garden since I've 
been ambitious enough to tend one,” she said, 
“helping my mother with her mammoth veg
etable and strawberry patches, and poring over 
seed catalogs.” Now, Boyden would like to be 
the person creating the best cultivars, manipu
lating characteristics of fruit yield and quality 
as well as the ornamental aspects.

Perrine was a prominent orchardist from 
Centralia, Illinois. He established the generous 
award program in memory of his wife, Fanny 
French Perrine, whom he met and fell in love 
with while at Cornell in the 1920s. At the time, 
Fanny was a student in bacteriology and David 
a student in pomology. Fanny, who was fre
quently called “Superwoman” by her family, ran 
many of the farm’s activities and was deeply 
involved in community activities.

David and his brother, Alden (Cornell ’47) 
were partners in the Perrine Orchard, farming

I

600 acres of peaches, apples, and pears. Jim 
Cummins, professor emeritus of horticultural 
sciences at Geneva, who has known and admired 
the Perrine family for many years, said David 
was the “best fruit grower in the Midwest.” He 
had a long and distinguished career as an apple 
and peach grower, and was a leader in the fruit 
industry. He was president of the National Peach 
Council, a member of the National Apple Insti
tute, and president of the Illinois State Horti
cultural Society. He died in 1996.

Cummins first met the Perrines after World 
War II, when he served as a field agent for F.H. 
Simpson Co., the fruit broker who handled the 
Perrine apple and peach crops.“I served around 
100 fruit-packing houses that summer of 1946, 
and it was always an exciting relief to turn to 
the Perrines—the Perrine fruit was always a 
perfection, maturity just right, trunk loading on 
time, perhaps the only ‘honest pack’ on my cir
cuit,” said Cummins.

The Perrines were instrumental in 
Cummins continuing his studies in pomology 
at Cornell after he finished his undergraduate 
course work at the University of Illinois. The 
families maintained a close friendship through
out the years.

“Dave continued to be active in dwarf fruit 
tree experimentation even when he was in his

90s,” said Cummins, who noted he had 50 trees 
in his “back 40” up until his death. Rootstocks 
also held a special fascination for Dave, and 
Cummins credits him for using 'Hibernal' and 
‘Virginia Crab’ stocks on a commercial basis 
long before the industry was taking them seri
ously.

The scholarship has already helped launch 
the promising careers of three young horticul
turists. In 1994, the first year it was awarded, 
the Perrine Scholarship was given to Patrick 
Conner, a doctoral student in pomology whose 
research with Susan Brown focused on the ge
netic mapping of apples and the identification 
of certain sequences in the apple genome that 
determine traits such as size, flavor, and color. 
Conner is currently an Assistant Professor at the 
University of Georgia. In 1995, Thomas E. Clark 
received the award while he was pursuing a 
master’s degree at Cornell, and working with 
Terence Robinson. Clark is currently employed 
as an extension educator by the Lake Ontario 
Fruit Team, and works out of the Niagara County 
office. In 1996, Chris Owens received the award. 
He worked with Ed Stover on two projects in 
plant growth regulators at the Hudson Valley 
Lab, and is currently pursuing his Ph.D at Michi
gan State.

L.McCandless

ANNUAL PESTICIDE UPDATE
DATE: March 16 
WHERE: Jordan Hall Auditorium 
WHY: The CALS Pesticide Use Policy re
quires that all CALS personnel who use pesti
cides must be certified and must attend an an
nual update program.

The CALS Pesticide Use Policy defines 
use of pesticides as:
• application of pesticides including general 

maintenance applications for pest control on 
plants and animals, efficacy testing, impact 
on biological control agents, leaching, resi
due analyses, environmental fate, etc.;

• direct supervision over one applying pesti
cides as described above;

• teaching/demonstration of pesticide appli
cations and/or use; and/or

• recommendation of pesticide application or 
use.

WHO MUST ATTEND: All college person
nel, including faculty, who use pesticides in

their research, teaching, and extension pro- 
grams/activities.
WHEN: Tues. March 16; 9:00 am-11:30 am 

Registration and refreshments: 
9:00-9:30 am
Program starts promptly at 9:30 am 

WHERE: Jordan Hall Auditorium 
REGISTRATION: No pre-registration is re
quired. Attendees will be required to sign a 
roster. DEC recertification credits for commer
cial applicators are pending. Bring your Pes
ticide Applicator I.D. card with you.

AGENDA:
9:00-9:30 Registration; Refreshments 
9:30-9:45 The Pesticide Applicator Hand

book (Ron Gardner, Sr. Extension 
Associate, PMEP)

9:45-11:30 Spray Drift and Spring Sprayer 
Tune-Ups (Andrew Landers, Ex
tension Associate, ABEN)

CONSTRUCTION
UPDATE

B&P has been cleaning up the ware
house to make room for the upcoming moves 
at Barton Lab. We are trying to make enough 
room to store items from 16 labs and offices. 
A list of all of the items stored in the ware
house and how long they have been there 
has been made and distributed to those to 
whom the items belong. If you receive one 
of these lists, please look them over and let 
me know if any of the items are no longer 
useful or may be scrapped. Some of these 
things might even be put back in service! 
Please return the lists to me via campus mail 
with any notations about certain items. 
Thanks for your help with this.

Rick Kalbfleisch
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Stone fruit growers are launching an organi
zation Erma Brombeck might want to join. 

The Northeast Stone Fruit Sponsors (NESFS) 
was formed at the New York State Horticultural 
Society's annual meeting in January to provide 
information to Northeast fruit growers so they 
can profitably grow and market stone fruit.

“NESFS invites growers of all tender 
fruits, including sweet cherries, tart cherries, 
peaches, prunes, plums, and apricots to join,” 
said Jim Bittner, a founding member whose 
family grows apples and stone fruit on a 500- 
acre fruit farm in Appleton, NY.

The new organization is regional in nature 
and will accommodate growers from all over 
northeastern United States. One of the objec
tives is to build diversity back into the tree fruit 
industry. Production figures from the New York 
Agricultural Statistics Service show a decline 
in the production of stone fruits in New York 
that is echoed in other Northeastern states. In 
1920, for example, 2 142 million pounds of

apples were produced in New York, 99 million 
pounds of peaches, and 70,000 tons of pears. 
In 1990, apple production had dropped by a 
factor of two to 990 million pounds, but peach 
production had dropped by a factor of six to 14 
million pounds, and pear production had 
dropped by a factor of four to 14,600 tons. The 
decline is just as dramatic for cherries. In 1950, 
there were 4600 tons of sweet cherries pro
duced, and only 1000 tons in 1990. Tart cherry 
production in 1950 was 52.2 million pounds, 
and only 16.5 million pounds in 1990.

Farm families once shipped peaches, 
plums, pears and cherries for fresh markets 
from Boston to New York, Philadelphia, Cleve
land and all points between. Closer to home, 
many towns had their own canning companies 
that processed not-so-perfect fruits from area 
growers into juice, jams, pie fillings, and jel
lies.

Bittner knows the benefits of diversifica
tion. “Because of the damage incurred to trees

and fruit by the Labor Day storm, this was a 
really tough year for New York apple growers,” 
he said. “Our farm would be in a lot rougher 
shape if we didn’t have the stone fruits.” About 
half of the acreage on Bittner’s farm is dedi
cated to tart and sweet cherry and peach pro
duction for both the fresh and processing mar
kets; the other half is apples.

In addition to building diversity, members 
of NESFS from New York and neighboring 
states intend to advocate stronger research ef
forts with land grant universities and the USDA.

“Universities respond a lot better to com
modity organizations than they do to individual 
growers,” said Bittner. “We need research on 
new varieties and rootstocks, research on breed
ing new varieties suited to New York, research 
on planting and training systems, research on 
insect and disease management, and marketing 
help.”

The NESFS will provide seed money to 
fund research projects, set up cooperative uni
versity / industry test plots, and schedule tours 
and meetings to share information among pro
ducers. Activities for 1999 include cataloging 
stone fruit test plots located in the Northeast, 
organizing a stone fruit school in November, and 
arranging summer tours to see stone fruit at har
vest.

The impetus behind NESFS was the Stone 
Fruit School held in Geneva, NY, last winter 
that was attended by 60 growers from all over 
the Northeast. NESFS charter board members 
are: Jim Bittner, Appleton. NY; Joe Nicholson, 
Geneva, NY; Steve Clark, Milton, NY; Jennifer 
Halsey, Watermill, NY; Mike Madison, Sodus, 
NY; Steve McKay, Hudson, NY; and Bob 
Andersen, Geneva, NY. Dues to join NESFS are 
$50/year. If you are interested in joining NESFS, 
contact Jim Bittner, at 716-795-3709 or 
bittner58@aol.com L. McCandless

1999 CU HOLIDAYS
The Golden /{ide r --------- (Clip and save)- - - - rt

Do unto others as you would have ' Listed below are the 1999 Holidays—the actual date, and the Cornell day(s) of observance: >
them do unto you. 1 111 1999 Holidays Actual Date Observance
The Silver I{ale Memorial Day Mon, May 31 Mon, May 31

Do for yourself at least as much as 1| Independence Day Sun, July 4 Mon, July 5
you do for others.

| Labor Day Mon, Sept 6 Mon, Sept 6 |
The Iron l{ide 1 Thanksgiving Thurs, Nov. 25-Fri, Nov 26 Thurs, Nov. 25-Fri, Nov. 26 ’

Don’t do for others what they can i Winter Break Sat, Dec 25 - Fri, Dec 31 Fri, Dec 24 - Fri, Dec 31
do for themselves. 1

1
!_ ...

(6 workings days)

J

l _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ :_ _ _ _ _ 3 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

mailto:bittner58@aol.com
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EVENTS/MEETINGS
March 11-14,1999
The Dome Center, Rochester 
GardenScape ‘99

SEMINARS
HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

Date: Monday, March 1, 1999
Time: 11:00 am
Place: FST Conference Room
Speaker: Bruno Donzelli

Post Doctoral Associate 
Department of Horticultural 
Sciences
Cornell University, Geneva 

Title: Trichoderma: A Small Genome
with a Great Future

ENTOMOLOGY
Date: Tuesday, March 2, 1999
Time: 10:30 am
Place: Rm. 310 Barton Laboratory
Speaker: Joseph Kovach

IPM Program
Cornell University, Geneva 

Title: Using Bees to Deliver Biocontrol
Agents

There will be coffee and cookies with the 
speaker at 10:00 am.

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date: Tuesday, March 2, 1999
Time: 3:00 pm
Place: Rm. A 133 Barton Laboratory
Speaker: David B. Stern

Boyce Thompson Institute 
Cornell University, Ithaca 

Title: RNA Metabolism in Plant Mito
chondria: Viral Polymerases and 
Polyadenylation

There will be a reception at 4:00 pm.

FOOD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Date: Wednesday, March 3, 1999
Time: 10:30 am
Place: FST Conference Room
Speaker: Pervin Basaran 

Ph.D. Candidate 
Food Science & Technology 
Cornell University, Geneva 

Title: Production, Characterization,
Cloning and Sequencing of Yeast 
Xylanase

BRIEFS (cont.)

If you are interested in getting involved and 
becoming a Station Team walker, please con
tact me. I will send you more information and 
a registration form. If you have registered di
rectly (some people who have walked in the 
past receive registration forms directly), you 
can still join the Station Team—please con
tact me (x211, kad2). Kathy DeRosa

LTC -

Date: Tuesday, March 2, 1999
Time: 9:30-11:00 am
Class: ADW user’s group 98

Date: Wednesday, March 3, 1999
Time: 10:00-11:30 am
Class: EndNote
The course will cover: Introduction to 
EndNote, help references, understanding 
and using filters, importing search citations, 
fine tuning a database of citations, using 
EndNote to cite and format papers, creating 
bibliographies. Instructor: Jane Irwin

Date: Wednesday, March 3, 1999
Time: 2:30-4:00 pm
Class: MeetingMaker
Topics to be covered: automatic notification, 
keeping  a calendar, trav e llin g  with
PowerBook, setting up meetings, to-do lists/ 
project management, assigning others to 
keep your calendar, viewing room schedules, 
printing. Instructor: Roger Cullen

Date: Friday, March 5, 1999
Time: 10:00-11:30 am
Class: EndNote
See above for course description.

SAVE the DATE
May 7,1999
Food Science Small Conference Room 
Mary Slaght and Nancy Zinzola, Statutory 
Finance & Business Senuces, will discuss 
statutory benefits with individual employees. 
Appointments: 8-5-4455.

PERSONAL
C ondolences to the fam ily of Sam 

DeMaria who died last week. Sam retired 
from Entomology in 1983.

-- ------- S A E S ----------

INTERNATIONAL MOVIE NIGHT

Place: Food Science Conference Room 
(2nd floor)

Time: 7:30 pm, Thursday, March 4, 1999 
Title: “Nashville” ( R )
Directed by Robert Altman. This film won 
five Academy Award nominations, and in
cludes Keith C arradine's Oscar-winning 
song,’’I'm  Easy.” Robert Altman’s “Nash
ville” is an explosive drama and human com
edy that delineates and interweaves the lives 
of 24 major characters during five days in 
the country music capital of the world. Al
though its setting is Tennessee, Nashville is 
a much broader vision of American culture, 
a penetrating and multi-level portrait of 
America at a particular time and place.

Tickets are available for GardenScape 
‘99. GardenScape '99 will be held at The 
Dome Center on East Henrietta Road in 
Rochester March 11-14, 9:00 am-9:00 pm, 
Thursday -Saturday; and 9:00 am-5:00 pm 
on Sunday.

There will be more than 50 landscaped 
gardens and displays, including special fo
cus on children and families, with an inter
active children’s garden. The Gardener’s 
Marketplace, and numerous demonstrations 
and speakers.

Ticket price at the door is $8.00 for 
adults, $4.00 for children 6-12, and free for 
children 5 and under. Colleen VanAllan 
(x318 cmh6) for reduced price ($1.00 sav
ings) tickets.

CLASSIFIED
FOR RENT: First floor apartment on Carter Rd. near 
High School. O ff street parking, all new appliances, 
heat, water & garbage included. Available Mid-March. 
Call 789-5523 or 789-0000.

WANTED: Piano students, ages 7-97. OpeningsTues. 
& Thurs. afternoons, $15 per 1/2-hour lesson. Marga
ret Haining Cowles, mhc8, x408. or 781 -2421 after 2:30.

FOR RENT: Beautiful, furnished room and bath in 
historic house on S. Main St. All utilities included in 
rent. Kitchen privileges. Call Chris at 789-3230. Leave 
message.


