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BRIEFS -  —
A GROWING TRAIL OF 

TOXIC TRASH?
Millions of computers that have outlived 

their usefulness will be thrown away this 
year, and most of these will be improperly 
discarded, posing a risk of contamination 
from hazardous materials such as mercury 
and lead. About 24 million computers will 
be thrown out this year, and only 14 percent 
will be recycled or properly discarded. In 
addition, the average lifespan of a computer 
is expected to decrease to only two years by 
2005, as computing power grows rapidly, 
meaning more outdated systems will be dis
carded. Government officials and environ
mentalists are concerned that mercury, lead, 
and other dangerous materials in regular 
landfills could leak into the soil and water.

The problem could lead to I billion pounds 
of lead in the U.S. waste stream over the 
next 10 years, says Silicon Valley Toxics 
Coalition executive director Ted Smith.

In addition to environmental issues, dis
posing of each pound of computer waste 
costs about 50 cents, and an average ma
chine weighs about 40 pounds. The total 
expense of computer disposal over the next 
10 years could be as much as hundreds of 
millions of dollars.

Christian Science Monitor 11/16/99

TELEPHONE HELP DESK

A Help Desk has been established 
to assist you with any problem s 
you’re having with your new tele
phone, or in using the new telephone 
system. Call x2550 and leave a voice 
mail message.

Hoffmann Succeeds Tette, IPM
M ichael P. Hoffmann, Cornell Univer

sity asso c ia te  p ro fesso r of en 
tomology, has been appointed as di

rector of Cornell’s New York State Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) program. He 
succeeds the first director, James P. Tette, 
who has retired after 26 years in the posi
tion.

For a quarter century, Tette educated and 
encouraged agricultural producers to grow 
crops and raise animals using environmen
tally sound methods that reduce or replace 
synthetic or organic pesticides. These tech
niques pose minimal risk to human health 
and maintain a supply of high-quality, safe, 
and economical foods for consumers, while 
providing growers with a reasonable return 
on their investment.

By 1996, under Tette’s leadership, about 
90 percent of the state’s agricultural produc
ers used at least one form of an IPM strat
egy, according to the annual report released 
by the program three years ago. “Agricul
ture isn’t the same as it was 10 years ago,” Tette said at the time the report was released. 
“Producers understand IPM and biological control, and they want to incorporate these 
practices into their production systems.”

As the new director, Hoffmann plans to carry on the program’s mission.“While we con
tinue to serve New York agriculture, the opportunities to address pest management issues 
for our non-agricultural clintele is almost unlimited,” says Hoffmann. For example, he 
says that educational efforts for IPM in the state’s schools are already underway. “Working 
in both agriculture and community IPM offers us a unique opportunity to improve commu
nication and understanding between the various sectors of our state.”

Hoffmann says that New York’s IPM program is recognized as one of the best such 
programs in the nation because of his predecessor’s leadership. “Thanks to Jim Tette we 
have an excellent program in place,” he says.

Hoffmann came to Cornell in 1990 as an assistant professor. Before that he had been a 
researcher at the University of California, Davis; the University of California, Riverside; 
and the University of Arizona in Tucson Hoffmann earned his bachelor’s degree in ecosys
tems analysis from the University of Wisconsin at Green Bay, his master’s degree in ento
mology from the University of Arizona, and his doctorate in entomology from the Univer
sity of California, Davis. He has years of IPM experience in such commodities as cotton, 
pecans, avocados and several vegetable crops.

In 1993, Hoffmann authored with researcher Anne C. Frodsham “Natural Enemies of 
Vegetable Insect Pests,” a handbook published by Cornell Cooperative Extension. He also 
wrote “Integrated Pest Management for Onions” in 1996 with Frodsham and Curtis H. 
Petzoldt, assistant director of the IPM program.

B. Friedlander
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New Telephones Working!PAYROLL NOTICE
Nonexem pt em ployees:

The final 1999 pay date is December 23. 
Paychecks will be distributed in the same 
manner it does for all other paydays. 
Exem pt em ployees:

The final 1999 pay date is December 31. 
The Central Payroll O ffice, as well as 
Cornell as a whole, will be closed Decem
ber 31. However, we will mail actual pay- 
checks on that date to employees’ home ad
dresses. If any employee wishes to have his 
or her paycheck held until Monday, January 
3, they should provide Central Payroll with 
written authorization.

Direct Deposit advices and all checks not 
mailed will be distributed on Monday, Janu
ary 3 in the same manner that it does for all 
other paydays.

The income from the December 31 pay- 
check will be on your 1999 W-2.

THANK YOU!
BOOK SALE AND CRAFT SHOW 

The 22nd Annual Experiment Station Book 
Sale and Craft Show was another success, 
thanks to lots of helpers. Big thanks go to the 
Custodians-JJ. Kenny. Chris, Lenny, Bob, and 
Chuck, who set the whole thing up on Friday 
afternoon, and to Paul Robbins for setting up 
and taking down the outside signs. Also thanks 
to the retirees who helped with posters and 
clean-up after the show-Sue Dwyer, Fran 
VanKirk, and Janice and Tom Allen. Special 
thanks to Muriel Stobie for coordinating the 
donations and worker schedule for the Food 
Booth, and to all of her volunteers.

MuryLou Dunhleton

The switch from the Rolm 8000 tele
phone system to the new Nortel system 

went quite smoothly. Most people had dial 
tones for both inside and outside calls when 
they arrived at work on Monday, November 
22. Now, there is just a lot of fine-tuning 
that has to be done campus-wide. A Help 
Desk manned by Williams Communications 
handled many of the questions and annoy
ances that people had. That Desk can still 
be reached by calling x2550 and leaving a 
voice mail message.

Making a lot of good things happen while 
cutting over from the old system to the new 
were our own Mark Casasanta, telephone 
specialist, who spent countless hours rewir
ing many sections of the campus in prepa
ration for the change. It is largely because 
of his work that things went as smoothly as 
they did. Two people from William’s Com
munications also had a lot to do with this 
project (shown below). They are Valerie

Valerie Segar and Jim Konoziski

Segar, who did all the training and also 
manned the Help Desk on the first day, and 
Jim Konoziski, a technician for Williams 
who did a good share of the actual installa
tion of the new system.

We extend our thanks to these folks, in par
ticular, and to all the other people who 
helped make this major change in our com
munication system possible with such little 
disruption to our daily lives. We hope you 
are using some of the new features which 
should make communications easier and 
more effective.

R. E. Krauss

Mark Casasanta Photos by R. E. Knots

Station Club will be holding a noon-hour lunch and mer
chandise sale on Thursday, December  9, at the Sawdust  Cafe.

Lunch will include two slices of pizza, tossed salad and soda 
for $3.50.

We have added new sweatsh ir ts  and aprons  to our inven
tory. This will be a great  oppor tun i ty  to ge t  your  holiday 
shopping  started.

Be sure to bring your Station Club membership card along 
with you for your $2.00 discount. We will also be offering an 
additional 10% off if you bring in canned goods for the Cen
ter of Concern.
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ANNUAL STATION CLUB

'J fof/c/ay iP zr/y
1:00 p.m., Saturday 
December 4,1999 

Jordan Hall Auditorium
We will have crafts for the children 

And of course . . . .  a visit from Santa! 
There will be an “ornament exchange” 
activity in place of the coloring contest. 
Bring in any tree ornament new or used 

and trade it with a fellow member! 
What a wonderful way to add an ornament

to your collection.
Pizza & punch will be provided. 

Please bring a dish to pass, as well as 
any utensils needed for serving.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS 
DECEMBER 3-10, 1999

MEETINGS
Department Chairs' Meeting
Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2:00 p.m.

G-19 Hedrick Hall

Chairs' and Unit Leaders' Meeting
Wednesday, Dec. 8, 3:00 p.m.

G-19 Hedrick Hall

Taekardio
Monday, Dec. 6, , 12:10 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 8,12:10 p.m.
Sawdust Cafe

SEMINARS
HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

December 6, 1999, 11 a.m. 
CANCELLED

FOOD SCIENCE
Date: Friday, December 10, 1999
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Place: Food Science and Technology

Conference Room Food Re
search Lab, Second Floor 

Speaker: Ana-RitaMayol, Ph.D., Food Sci
ence and Technology, Geneva 

Title: “GC/O Analysis of Citrus Flavors”

CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE: Refrigerator, electric range and electric 
dryer. All in excellent condition. Call Nancy at x2313 
or 789-5485.

CAR FOR SALE: 1990 Chevrolet Beretta GTZ,
115,000 miles, air, no rust. Car was checked out by me
chanic and said engine is in good shape but it needs new 
timing chain and wheel beating. Edmunds.com lists re
sale price at over $3,000 but am asking $1,200 due to 
needed repairs. Please contact Tim at tlw 10 or x2374.

WANTED: Older US coins (pre-1950), foreign coins 
and stamps for my niece and nephews’ coin collections 
for Christmas. I am willing to exchange for equivalent 
US dollar value or homemade cookies! Please send to 
Cathy Heidenreich, Plant Pathology, x2433.

FOR SALE: Queensize Sealy Mattress. Only used for 
a short time. Call Judy/Tom at 789-1 142.

WELL-FURNISHED ONE BEDROOM APART- 
MENT. Available immediately. One mile from Sta
tion. $350 per month including utilities, no pets. Please 
contact 789-7379 or 789-1638, Mary Lou Consentino.

PEO PLE- - - - - - - - - - - - -
It is with regret that we announce the re

cent death of Bruce Moore’s father on No
vember 23, 1999. We all extend our deepest 
sympathy and offer prayers to Bruce and his 
family at this sad time.
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Fredonia Lab May Relocate
The Experiment Station is examining the economic feasibility of relocating the Fredonia 

Vineyard Laboratory to another site within Chatauqua County.
“The impetus to move the grape research facility from its current location on East Main 

Street is prompted by a need to provide updated laboratory space, conference meeting 
areas, and better office space for research and extension personnel,” said Director James E. 
Hunter. “Extensive urban development adjacent to the lab is also a concern for the long
term suitability of the site for conducting field 
trials.” Hunter reviewed the pending move at 
the November 12lh meeting of the Industry Ad
visory Committee of the Lake Erie Regional 
Grape Program.

“We are increasingly optimistic about our abil
ity to move forward, but there are still a lot of 
details to work out before the economic feasi
bility of building a new facility can be deter
mined,” said Hunter.

“The Experiment Station’s most pressing con
cern—and the one that is most likely to make or 
break the plan— is our ability to secure fund
ing,” Hunter noted. “We hope to be able to fi
nance the project, in large part, with the pro
ceeds from the sale of the current site.” This 
appears more feasible now than in the past be
cause lan.: dues in the area have risen signifi
cantly in recent years.

The move is also contingent upon finding a suitable location for the new facility. “We 
will be looking for property that situates us in an intensive grape-growing area,” said 
Robert Seem, associate director. Once a site is identified, it could take about five years to 
complete the move, given the need to complete research in progress and establish new 
research and extension facilities, including new plantings to support future studies.

The current laboratory houses research and extension programs that support the pro
cessing grape industry in the area. The aging facility was fashioned out of a converted 
barn in the early 1960s and has been earmarked for replacement since 1992, when the 
Lake Erie Regional Grape Program (LERGP) was formed. The LERGP consists of ex
tension educators and research faculty and staff from Cornell University and Penn State 
University. Their projects are aimed at increasing yields, product quality, efficiencies of 
production, profitability, and adoption of environmentally sound cultural and pest man
agement practices.

At the time of its formation, a plan was drafted to build a new facility for the regional 
grape program. This plan was sidetracked by a State University Construction Fund build
ing moratorium that went into effect soon after the agreement was finalized.

“Even so, the regional grape program has managed to successfully combine extension 
activities in the two states as well as increase collaboration between Cornell and Penn 
State researchers,” noted Seem. Penn State continues to run its extension program out of 
its Erie office and its grape research p ro g ra m  from a la b o ra to ry  fac i l i ty  in Northeast, Pa. 
Penn State also provides funds to employ a Grape Business Management Extension Edu
cator at the Fredonia Lab, who works with growers from both states.

There are approximately 30,000 acres of vineyards grown on 840 farms in the Lake 
Erie region of New York and Pennsylvania, making this the largest grape growing region 
outside of California. Of this acreage, 98.5 percent consists of Labrusca (American grape) 
varieties such as ‘Concord and ‘Niagara’, used for juice, jam, and other fresh or fer
mented products.

P Blakeslee
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