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“Excellence in IPM” 
Awards Conferred

Jan Nyrop received an award at the Hort Show.

Geneva entomologist Jan Nyrop and pri
vate consultant Jim Eve, of Naples, were 

honored for their outstanding contributions to 
the statewide IPM effort at last week’s New 
York State Horticultural Society meeting. Jim 
Tette, director of the New York State IPM Pro
gram, presented an “Excellence in IPM” award 
plaque and a gift to Nyrop at the reception on 
Thursday night, citing Nyrop’s years of dedi
cation to IPM solutions for pests of apples and 
grapes. Nyrop’s improvements on sampling 
techniques and thresholds for European red 
mite, obliquebanded leafroller, and spotted 
tentiform leafminer in the late 1980s made a 
valuable contribution to the New York apple 
IPM effort. More recently, his work on preda
tory mite releases in orchards and vineyards is 
having a major impact on fruit growers 
throughout the Northeast.

Bad weather prevented Jim Eve from at
tending the ceremony, but Tette shared with 
those in attendance his enthusiasm for Eve’s 
work with his grower clients in Wayne County 
to develop pest management programs that will 
enhance the survival of beneficial insects. Tette 
also referred to Eve’s helpful communications 
with Cornell Cooperative Extension educators 
regarding pest problems apple growers are 
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NYS Hort Show a Snowy Success

Craig Telgheder (left) o f  Adams County Nursery, Inc., talks to Kevin Maloney (right) about 
last year’s raspberry releases.

N
ew York fruit growers are accustomed to dealing with sun, rain and wind, but the weather 
for last week’s 1999 NYS Hort Show was a little daunting unless you were from 
Buffalo. Growers from Niagara and Erie counties were only too happy to escape the eight- 

foot snow drifts in their apple orchards to tackle the sleet and snow Rochester had to offer.
“Weather was a major factor,” said NYS Horticultural Society Executive Director, Dan 

Donahue. “Of the 340 people preregistered, we were down 30 percent in attendance on Wednes
day and Thursday, and the walk-in traffic was not what it usually is. On Friday we were lucky 
to have a roof, because it was leaking severely in the restaurant. But, on the positive side, the 
rooms were full for the all-day grape varieties and clones seminars and the three-day Lake 
Ontario Tree Fruit School (LOFT).”

Donahue was also enthusiastic about the turnout for the produce industry seminar. Dis
cussion revolved around new developments in NAFTA, the ag export and Brazilian currency 
crises, and marketing and promotion programs that work for California growers.

Another positive development was the formation of a new fruit industry association called 
the Northeast Stone Fruit Sponsors (NESFS). The association will represent all tender fruits, 
including sweet cherries, tart cherries, peaches, prunes, plums, and apricots and provide the 
mechanism for producers in the Maryland-Maine-Ohio growing triangle to be able to get the 
information they need to profitably grow and market tender (stone) fruit in the Northeast.

Grape Varieties and Clones
About 75 grape growers and winemakers attended the sessions on vinifera grape varieties 

and clones organized by Station viticulturist Robert Pool and enologist Thomas Henick-Kling. 
Pool and Henick-Kling highlighted 20 years of Cornell research exploring the use of modem
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Bill Johnson (center), apple rootstock breeder with Hort Sciences and the USDA, talks to 
Kathy Wafler Madison (right) o f Wolcott, NY.

European clones of the major Vitis vinifera clas
sic premium grape varieties in the Northeast. 
They also offered a tasting of 11 wines from 
the Experiment Station’s vinifera trials.

Mike Cunningham reported on how the 
Foundation Plant Materials Service program 
functions in importing, quarantining, testing, 
cleaning and certifying new grape varieties.

A new, regional cooperative effort be
tween Cornell, the region’s premium wineries, 
and the major nurseries was also unveiled. Pool 
and Henick-Kling will coordinate commercial 
evaluation of improved selections of vinifera 
throughout the region by providing growers 
with plant material to field test. Every winery 
in the Northeast is invited to participate. This 
initiative was made possible by a grant from 
the Viticulture Consortium, a federal grant pro
gram.

“The importance of Geneva as a regional 
and state resource for the New York grape and 
wine industry is widely recognized,” said Pool. 
For further information, check out the Cornell 
Grape World Wide Web pages at: http:// 
www.nysaes.cornell.edu/hort/.

LOFT Fruit School
For the third year in a row, the Western 

New York Fruit Schools served as the back
bone of the educational program for the NYS 
Hort Show. This year the fruit school featured 
Alan Jones and Randy Beaudry from Michi
gan State University, and Gerry Walker and Len 
Troup representing OMFRA and the Tender 
Fruit Industry of Ontario, Canada. The two and 
one-half day program included comprehensive 
information on new apple varieties, stone fruit 
culture, insect and disease management and 
control, tree vigor management, as well as busi
ness and labor management. The concurrent 
Employee Program offered the opportunity for 
Pesticide Certification Training. Cornell Co
operative Extension continues to provide the 
fruit growers of New York with the latest in 
research-based information.

In the darkened educational rooms, fruit 
growers took notes as Cornell extension edu
cators (CCE) and researchers reported trial, 
tribulation, and success in last season’s test 
plots. Take-home messages on plant protection, 
cultural practices, and fruit handling were duly 
noted.

Entomologist Harvey Reissig reported on 
control of the pesky obliquebanded leafroller 
(OBLR) that plagues the Northeast apple in
dustry. “OBLR was easy to control with new
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conventional insecticides such as Lannate, 
PENCAP-M, and Lorsban that had good con
tact and ingestion activity and a fairly long re
sidual period of activity (10-14 days). Excel
lent seasonal control was obtained by using 
only several well timed sprays throughout the 
season.” Reissig reported it is becoming more 
difficult to control the OBLR with newer, IPM- 
compatible materials such as Confirm and 
Spinosad. “The degree of control with these 
new materials is variable and depends upon the 
history of insecticide resistance in any particu
lar orchard, the size of trees, and severity of 
leafroller infestation,” he said. In many or
chards, control of OBLR damage with these 
new materials may be no more effective than 
that obtained with standard insecticides. Fu
ture research will be done to determine if us
ing a long-term program of “soft insecticides” 
without spraying organophosphates can de
crease the severity of organophosphate resis
tance and allow natural enemies to build up to 
regulate populations of OBLR at lower levels 
so the potential for fruit damage is reduced in 
commercial orchards.

Entomologist Art Agnello reported on mite 
management under the influence of pyre- 
throids. “Under conditions of low to moderate 
mite pressure, any of the commonly used aca- 
ricide treatments tested would provide accept
able mite control for the majority of the sea
son, regardless of the cover spray regimen 
used,” he said. “However, at slightly higher 
population pressures, the use of Asana in a sea
sonal program might tend to mitigate the effi

cacy and longevity of early season treatments, 
even using effective new acaricides such as 
Apollo, Savey and Agri-Mek.” Also, summer 
pyrethroid use is capable of inducing outbreaks 
of other species, such as twospotted spider mite 
and apple rust mite.

Agnello also reported on new pheromone 
dispenser technology that confuses the mating 
behavior of OBLRF. “In cases where OBLR 
populations are not very serious, the addition 
of a pheromone treatment to a standard pesti
cide spray program does not necessarily result 
in increased leafroller control. In contrast, in 
situations where there is relatively heavy 
OBLR pressure, a combination of pesticide 
sprays plus pheromone disruption might pro
vide an advantage over pesticides alone in man
aging these leafrollers in commercial or
chards,” he said. Results were similar for phero
mones applied as a m icroencapsulated 
sprayable formulation, as a paraffin-base emul
sion, and through an automatic microsprayer 
system.

Susan K. Brown, the horticultural scien
tist who directs the Experiment Station’s apple 
breeding program, rolled her car on the way to 
the meeting, arriving shaken but unscathed to 
deliver an overview on some newer apple va
rieties of commercial interest. “In making de
cisions about what apple varieties to plant, 
growers need to determine: 1) what quality can 
be obtained from the variety; 2) does that qual
ity set it apart; and 3) is the quality consistent. 
Each variety also requires different inputs to 
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Mike Durando (left), president o f the NY Apple 
Association, talks apples with Dan Donahue 
(right), exec, director o f the NYSHS. 
produce consistent quality.”

Steve Hoying, of CCE and LOFT, reported 
on managing apple planting systems for early 
and high yields. “Early yields of the highest 
quality fruit are essential for growers to be prof
itable in today’s economy,” he said. “To obtain 
these yields, growers must choose the best or
chard sites available, plant only the best qual
ity trees at the highest density suitable for the 
variety, rootstock and training scheme. After 
planting, growers must carefully manage these 
orchards, minimizing competition from weeds, 
preventing insects and disease damage, allow
ing appropriate crop loads, performing neces
sary tree training, and minimizing.”

David Rosenberger, plant pathologist and 
director of Cornell’s Hudson Valley Lab, re
ported on sterol-inhibitor (SI) fungicides 
known to have some plant growth regulator 
(PGR) effects on apples. “The economic im
portance of these PGR effects was evaluated 
in a four-year trial where two SI fungicides 
were compared with other fungicides by con
tinually treating the same trees with the same 
fungicides,” said Rosenberger. “PGR effects of 
SI fungicides included shorter stems, smaller 
cluster leaves and a very slight reduction in fruit 
length. However, SI fungicides did not affect 
total crop or fruit number per tree, individual 
fruit size, or gross returns per acre. In a second 
one-year trial on mature Empire trees, PGR 
effects of SI fungicides were also insignificant.

Thomas Burr, plant pathologist, reported 
on bacterial canker in stone fruit. “Although 
Pseudomonas is an important cause of cankers, 
particularly on young cherry trees, the fungus 
Cytospora is the primary pathogen that causes 
large perennial cankers in the orchards,” he 
said. “Control relies on yearly removal of can
kers, trunk applications of white latex paint, 
and copper sprays at appropriate times.” To 
reduce Cytospora infections, pruning should be 
done when winter injury is not likely to occur.

L. Me Candless

W"M Director Says 
g & a  State of the Station 
H t l  is Improving

- ■ ------------------------------ --------------------i----------------------------

Director Jim Hunter gave his annual “State of the Station” address to over 100 Station 
faculty members, staff, and students on January 20. Dr. Hunter called 1998 a “good 

year for the Station,” as the Station has once again started to grow. Five new faculty 
positions were approved in 1998 and three have been filled. Once all five positions are 
filled, the Station will have 52 faculty members, well up from its low of 40.

Also on the growth side was a salary improvement plan for both exempt and non
exempt employees in 1998. Hunter said relationships between the Station, the Ithaca cam
pus, Geneva, and the community of growers and processors it serves are very strong, not
ing that these relationships will help the Station continue to grow in the future.

Hunter talked about his goal to inform the public about the work done at the Station. 
He showed the new Station video that will be used to promote the Station’s many accom
plishments. He went on to praise the employees at the Station, noting how the high quality 
people who work here lead to outstanding programs that help make the Station a world- 
class research institution.

Following Hunter to the podium was Station finance manager, Jim Moravec. He 
addressed the upcoming internal audit that will take place some time between the end of 
January and the beginning of March. Moravec said the audit is not only financial but also 
focuses on accountability of equipment, proper licensing of software, work time account
ability, and phone usage. Moravec said that departments and units should concentrate on 
internal controls and use common sense to help make sure the audit goes smoothly.

Charie Hibbard, who directs the Station’s Human Resources office, spoke on Colts-II. 
She noted there had been initial growing pains as employees learned to use Colts-II to 
enter their hours on-line, but that gaining work time accountability and new easier-to- 
understand paychecks were worth the effort.

Maureen Brull and Cathy Pace from the Ithaca campus talked about employee options 
for life insurance, the employee degree program, the Cornell Children Tuition Scholarship 
(CCTS) program, accidental death and dismemberment policies, employee tuition aid, and 
extramural continuing education for employees. Both women addressed employee ques
tions. J. Zakour
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encountering and the effectiveness of vari
ous pest management techniques. Tette 
noted Eve worked for a time for Steve Beer 
in the plant pathology d epartm en t on 
Cornell’s Ithaca campus previously to work
ing as a private consultant.

M. Cowles

CALENDAR of EVENTS
JANUARY 22-29, 1999

MEETINGS
Wednesday, January 27, 10:30 am
Director’s Office, Jordan Hall 
Department Chairs’ Meeting

d e a d l in e s ;

Friday, January 22:

• Viticulture Consortium proposals due to J. 
Bourke.

• Viticulture proposals marked for “Wine 
and Grape Foundation ONLY” (not using 
Viticulture C onsortium  form at) due to 
Director’s Office, Jordan Hall.

Monday, February 1:

• Full-length progress reports for viticulture 
projects funded by the Foundation last year 
due to Director’s Office, Jordan Hall.

• Half-page summary reports in electronic 
form or disc due to Linda M cCandless, 
Communications Services.

• Enology, and Wine and Health proposals 
and progress reports (if a continuing project) 
send directly to Jim Trezise (Foundation).

SAVE the DATE

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES ENTOMOLOGY
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Title:

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Title:

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Title:

Monday, January 25 
11:00 am
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Dr. Andrew Landers, Extension
Associate
Agricultural & Biological 
Engineering
Direct Injection Crop Sprayers

Tuesday, January 26 
9:00 am
Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
Dr. James Schupp, University 
of Maine
(Candidate for Pomologist 
Position, Hudson Valley 
Laboratory)
Optimizing Macoun Profitability 
by Regulating Fruit Set and 
Maturity

Thursday, January 28 
9:00 am
Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
Dr. Daniel Ward, Virginia 
Polytech Institute 
(Candidate for Pomologist Posi
tion, Hudson Valley Laboratory) 
Preharvest Apple Fruit Abscis
sion

Date:
Time:
Place:

Speaker:

Title:

Tuesday, January 26 
10:30 am
The Paul J. Chapman Conference 
Room, Room 310,
Barton Laboratory 
Dr. Wendell Roelofs, Professor & 
Chair, Department of Entomol
ogy, Geneva
Why Do I have Delta-11 on My 
License Plate?

There will be a period o f  
social interaction with the speaker 

at 10:00 am.
Coffee and cookies will be available.

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Title:

Tuesday, January 26 
3:00 pm
Room A 133, Barton Laboratory 
Steve Beer
Department of Plant Pathology, 
Ithaca
A Peculiar Pathogen Protein Pro
motes Plant Productivity: Where 
From and Where To?

~~— r—' LIBRARY TECHNOLOGY CENTERS
ADVANCED FILEMAKER PRO

Date: Thursday, January 28
Time: 2:00-5:00 pm
Place: Library Technology Center, Jordan Hall
Title: Advanced Filemaker Pro

This class will be a workshop practicing setting up a working model of a real 
problem. This time will also be used to answer questions about real problems 
that anyone is having. So come early and bring your questions.

March 11-14,1999
The Dome Arena, Rochester 
■GardenScap e
Station Club will be offering advanced sale 
tickets for $7. Door price is $8.

CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE: Scenic rural property with camper. 5-1/2 
acres overlooking Keuka Lake, 11 miles from Penn Yan, 
7 miles from Hammondsport. Camper included, sleeps 
8. $10,000 firm. For information call 716-424-4476.

a solitary fantasy can totally 
transform one million realities” -M ayat/lngclou-


