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CORNELL-AFFILIATED 
RESEARCHERS TESTIFY 

BEFORE CONGRESS
Three researchers associated with Cornell 

University testified before Congress Oct. 5 
and 6 on the use of biotechnology in foods 
and agriculture. They were Anthony ‘Tony' 
M. Shelton, professor of entomology at the 
Station; Charles J. Arntzen. president and 
chief executive of the Boyce Thompson In
stitute (BTI) for Plant Research Inc; and 
Ralph Hardy, president of the National Agri
cultural Biotechnology Council.

Shelton, testified on the subject of geneti
cally modified crops before the basic research 
subcommittee of the House Science Commit
tee, Oct. 5, at 2 p.m. in 2318 Rayburn House 
Office Building.

“I was impressed by the quality of the ques
tions which the committee members asked 
and by the answers of the panel members sup- 
plied,” said Shelton. ‘There was an over
whelming effort to try and deal with these 
serious issues of plant biotechnology on a sci
entific basis and not through misinformation 
and sensationalism. This committee holds tre
mendous power over policies and funding de
cisions for plant biotechnology and it is im
portant that they hear directly from scientists, 
and we had some of the best. We had a mi
crobiologist, a plant physiologist, a plant pa
thologist and an entomologist, as well as Dr. 
Rebecca Goldburg from the Environmental 
Defense Fund, Jim Cook, the plant patholo
gist and the former chief scientist for the NRI, 
has had tremendous experience in the field, 
lab and as an administrator and he was espe
cially excellent as a witness on our panel. 
Overall, it was a great experience and I hope 
that it has some impact on policies.”

Continued on page 2

Two New Apples Need Names

Susan Brown, director of Cornell's 
apple breeding program at the Ex
periment Station, is in the process 

of naming two advanced apple selections 
slated for release in 2000. She and her 
technician, Kevin Maloney, are enlisting 
the help of New York growers and mar
keters and others in suggesting names for 
these new releases. Once named, the new 
apples will join the 63 other apple variet
ies released at the Station since its found
ing in 1882.

NY 674 is a hybrid of ‘Golden Deli
cious’ x ‘Monroe’ which ripens near 
McIntosh season that was selected in 
1978 by Dr. Roger Way. It was initially 
of interest because its flesh is resistant 
to browning. Dr. C.Y. Lee of the Food 
Science and Technology Department at 
Geneva determined that NY 674 had good levels of ascorbic acid and low levels of the 
enzyme responsible for browning. On the basis of its performance at Geneva, NY, 674 
was included in the 1994 demonstration plantings of advanced selections in commercial 
orchards funded by the NY Apple Research and Development Program and the New York 
Apple Association. NY 674 has stood out in these trials.

To quote Steve Hoying, who heads up the Lake Ontario Fruit Team, “How could 
you ask for more? NY 674 is precocious, productive, easy to train, and good qual

ity for its season.”
Bob Norris of M ott’s 

North America states that 
“NY 674 offers proces
sors an early season alter
na tiv e  to ‘M c In to sh .’ 
Q u a lities  include high 
soluble solids, mid-range 
malic acid, non-browning 
flesh, and pleasing apple 
flavor. S torage life has 
been equal to or better 
than ‘M cIntosh’ in trials 
thus far. Production of 
high quality applesauce, 

apple slices, or apple juice could be achieved from the usage of NY 674. Although 
NY 674 is not the next ‘Fuji’ or ‘Braeburn,’ it offers growers and processors an 
excellent early season choice.”

NY 75414-1 resulted from a cross of ‘Liberty’ x ‘Macspur’ made by Dr. Robert Lamb
Continued on page 3
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Arntzen, who also is an adjunct Cornell 
professor in biology, testified on biotech
nology and potential applications in the ag
riculture and food sector before the subcom
mittee on agriculture, nutrition and forestry, 
Oct. 6, at 9 a.m., in the Russell Senate Of
fice Building, Room 328-A.

Hardy, a former BTI president and now 
president of the Cornell-based National Ag
ricultural Biotechnology Council, also testi
fied.

B. Friedlander

GENEVA AT CCE WEEK

The Experiment Station took its show on 
the road to the Ithaca campus on Tuesday, 
October 5, for a three-hour celebration of 
CCE week. Communications Services 
staffed two 6-foot tables, laden with apples, 
cider and plums representing various aspects 
of Geneva’s programs, all under a Station 
banner, with assorted Station posters.

Faculty and students, potential grad stu
dents, extension faculty and staff, Roberts 
Hall administrators, and others came by 
from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., to explore un
der the 60’ by 30’ tent which had been set 
up on the Ag Quad.

Several varieties of prune-plums, both 
named and numbered, were available for 
tasting from Bob Anderson’s stone fruit pro
gram, and compared to the more commer
cially available large Japanese types. In ad
dition, we handed out sheets on the high 
antioxidant content of the prune-plum.

The new NY 674 was showcased and oc
casioned a lot of interest, especially in com
parison to Jonamac, Cortlands, and Liber
ties, which were also available by the slice.

In addition, we poured small cups of cran
berry apple cider from Red Jacket Orchard, 
to demonstrate the new fruit-flavored ciders 
that were pioneered in the Fuit & Vegetable 
Pilot Plant at Geneva, under the direction of 
Bob Kime.

Students are a receptive—and hungry— 
audience. Many of them were from plant sci
ence, ag econ, nutrition programs in the 
Human Ecology School, or Food Science. 
They voiced interest in Geneva and the pos
sibility of working here during the summer, 
or, later, as a graduate student.

L.McCandless

Computer Security
JavaScript and Cookies Q&A

Due to the volume of mail and phone calls received by John Zakour 
lately with questions about JavaScript and Cookies, we thought 

this might be an appropriate time to reprint an article on the subjects 
from an earlier issue of News.

Q: What are Cookies?
A: When you visited a site in the early days of the web, there was no way for them to track 
if you had been there before. Then, every browser’s request that was sent to a site was 
treated as a new interaction. Now, with cookies, it is possible for a site to easily do certain 
things such as record if you’ve been there before or keep track of items you order.

Q: What security problems do Cookies pose?
A: Cookies cannot damage your system in any way. In fact most cookies disappear right 
after you leave the site that sent them. There are persistent cookies though, that are small 
pieces of information that are stored on your hard drive. These do not harm your drive, but 
they can make it easier to track your web browsing habits, thus allowing web sites to do 
such things as tailor their advertising to match you browsing preferences.

Q: What can l  do to protect myself?
A: To guard against cookies being sent to sites you don’t wish to, you may:

Check ‘Show an Alert Before Accepting a Cookie’
In Netscape 3: Options > Network Preference >Protocols
This will cause your browser to warn you and give you a chance not to send a cookie. 

In Netscape 4: Edit > Preferences > Advanced.
Netscape 4 also adds the options of ‘Accept only cookies that get sent back to the 

originating server’ (which will not allow persistent cookies) and 'Do not accept cookies.’

There are also numerous programs around that will remove persistent cookies from 
your hard drive.

Q: What is JavaScript?
A: JavaScript is an extension to HTML that allows a site designer to imbed code into a 
web page. Its intended purpose is to give a web page designer more control over a browser. 
Usually this control is for beneficial purposes such as: validating form input or opening 
another browser window.

Q: What security problems does JavaScript pose?
A: JavaScript is able to do some potentially damaging “tricks” as it does have certain 
security holes that involve intruding on a user’s privacy. It is possible for a web site 
programmer with insidious intent to use JavaScript to monitor pages that a user visits and 
transmit the information obtained from these pages to a host somewhere on the Internet.

Q: What can I do to protect myself?
A: For starters, you should make sure you have the latest version of your browser of 
choice as both Netscape and Microsoft are constantly adding patches to these programs to 
combat the newest variants of these “tricks”. You may also wish to disable JavaScript.

Continued on page 3
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1999 Outstanding Employee Award 
Call For Nominations

Each year the Station Club solicits nominations for an Outstanding Employee. The 
Outstanding Employee will be announced and presented with gifts at the November 

5th Station Club Banquet.
Nominators should solicit letters of support for a selected individual and submit all sup

porting materials to Lorraine Barry, Selection Committee Chair. These packets will be 
evaluated by a volunteer panel of department/unit representatives. All nominations will be 
confidential. The panel will convene and select the awardee based on criteria such as:

• high degree of excellence in job performance 
• super interpersonal skills that promote team work 
• a willingness to extend themselves to help others

Other considerations of the Selection Committee will include:
• quality (content) of letters -  not quantity 
• who wrote the letters (supervisors, co-workers, campus-wide)
• outside (community involvement) should not be a strong determining factor 

Nomination packages will be accepted through Monday, October 11, 1999. Please send 
your letter(s) to Lorraine Barry, Hedrick Hall.
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Save The Date
1999 Station Club Banquet

November 5,1999 -  Club 86

Hors d’ oeuvres: 6-7 PM • Dinner • Meeting

MENU
Broiled Fish..... _(member) $17......  .. .(non-member) $20
Baked Chicken.... ...(member) $15.... . .(non-member) $18
Prime Rib......  _(member) $21.......  ...(non-member) $24

Music provided by DJ Mike Walsh of American DJ Company from 9-12 PM
See your Department Rep for more details.

(Q. AND A., cont.’d)

To disable JavaScript Uncheck ‘Enable JavaScript’
In Netscape 3: this can be found in Options > Network Preferences > Languages 
In Netscape 4: this can be found in Edit > Preferences > Advanced

In summary, neither JavaScript nor Cookies can damage your system. The security risk 
they presently pose is one of privacy. It is up to you to decide if this potential risk is worth 
the advantages you gain by leaving JavaScript and Cookies enabled.

J.Zakour

New Variety continued from page I

in 1975. It is resistant to apple scab, cedar 
apple rust, quince rust, and frogeye leaf 
spot and ripens just after McIntosh. NY 
75414-1 greatly resembles ‘Macoun’ in 
appearance and, as such, has been well re
ceived in the New England area. NY 
75414-1 is being tested in the NE183 re
gional trial that tests new commercial apple 
varieties. It has been rated well in disease 
resistance. Its storage life is good, better 
than most scab resistant material. NY 
75414-1 is probably not suited to large 
scale commercial production or marketing, 
but it is recommended for those growers 
interested in organic production, reductions 
of fungicides, or those who have consis
tent problems with scab control. Due to its 
resistance to several diseases, it is sug
gested for those who want an easy intro
duction to the production of resistant vari
eties. However, the very upright tree form 
presents some challenges in tree training. 
W hat does the fu ture hold for new 
varieties?

“In our breeding program we know 
that the ability of a variety to produce fruit 
of consistent quality will be paramount,” 
says Brown. Consistency in firmness, fla
vor, juiciness, and crispness will aid mar
keting efforts and consumer confidence in 
new releases from Geneva.

“Crosses between advanced breeding 
selections and high quality varieties that 
may be poorly adapted to our region have 
yielded exciting results,” Brown went on 
to say. For example, offspring from a 
cross of NY 674 x ‘Braeburn’ produce 
very high quality fruit and several ad
vanced breeding selections have already 
been made. This material has been se
lected for New York conditions and should 
do well in our region.

“Testing of new breeding lines offer 
the fruit industry new opportunities, and 
hopefully an answer to the perennial ques
tion, ‘What is the next variety to plant, and 
what does the future hold for apple variety 
marketing?’” says Brown.

Submit your suggestions to Susan 
Brown, skb3@cornell.edu
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
OCTOBER 8 -15,1999 DEER HUNTING ON STATION PROPERTY

Tuesday, October 12, 10:30 am
CALS Chairs’ meeting 
348 Morrison Hall, Ithaca

Wednesday, October 13, 3:00 pm
Geneva Chairs’/Unit Leaders’ Meeting 
G-19 Hedrick Hall

PLANT PATHOLOGY SEMINAR 
Date: Tuesday, October 5
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Room A 133, Barton Lab
Speaker:

Rengasamay Balasubramaniam 
Marlborough Research Center, 
New Zealand

Title: A multifaceted approach to disease
management in grapes in New Zealand

Wednesday, October 13, 2:00-4:00 pm
Web Resources/Search 
Topics will include:
Netscape settings

Search engines
Finding what you are looking for 
Resources on the Web 
The Library and the Web 

There will be time allotted for hands-on 
learning.

Jane Irwin - Instructor.

s PEOPLE
Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Andrew Norton and Ruth 
Hufbauer who were married on October 2. 
Andrew is a Research Associate with Greg 
English-Loeb and Ruth is a Cornell grad.

. \ ' . <*-v CLASSIFIED

As in the past few years, the Station will be allowing current station employees to deer 
hunt on Station property. The deer control program includes the use of electric fences, 

baiting the fences, use of repellents, nuisance permits, and hunting during the legal deer 
hunting season. The archery season is from October 15 thru November 21 and then again 
December 15 thru 19. Firearm season is from November 22 thru December 14. 
Muzzlerloader runs December 15 thru 21.

The firearm hunters can be identified by an orange vest they will be wearing with 
NYSAES printed on it. They will also be wearing an orange hat. Project leaders and 
technicians are encouraged to wear light colored clothing in the field during this time. To 
check to see if a hunter is on a farm you can call Security (X 215). Hunters are required to 
sign in. Also, you can report to Security that you will be in your plot and for hunters to 
stay out (include block code and time you will be in plot). You will need to sign up daily. 
If you do find a hunter in your plot, inform them that you will be working and that they 
will have to move elsewhere.

If you are interested in hunting with either gun or bow on Station lands, please contact 
Mark L. Scott. There will be two meeting dates for people interested in hunting on the 
Station property: October 12 and November 16.

If you have any questions or comments, please address them to Mark L. Scott, 789-3689.

STATION CLUB SPONSORS 
CARNATION SALE

S tation Club is sponsoring a mini-carnation sale to benefit the American Heart Asso
ciation. Bouquets of mini carnations are $5.00 each. Also available are flower vases 

for $3.00 each. Fill out the form below and send to Cheryl TenEyck, IPM, with your 
check payable to “American Heart Association” by Wednesday, October 20. Your order 
will be delivered to you by your Department/Unit Station Club Rep some time between 
November 15-18.

Name:

FOR SALE: 1997 Jayco pop-up camper. 
Furnace, hot water heater, toilet, shower, AC/ 
DC/gas refrigerator, many other extras. Very 
good condition, $4800. E-mail cms25 or call 
716-554-6075.

FOR SALE: 1986 Chevrolet Nova, 5 speed, 
4 door sedan. Good condition. Has been well 
maintained and is ready to go. $550. E-mail 
geh 11 or call 946-6491.

Department:_______________________________________ Building:

Phone#______________  E-Mail address:_______________________

# Mini-Carnation Bouquets @ $5.00 each______

# Vases @ $3.00 each ______  Total $ enclosed_______

Furnished two-bedroom apartment on
North Main Street is now available for 
rent. Pets and smoking are not allowed. For 
inquiries, please e-mail: kw22@cornell.edu 
or call Mark at 789-7239 after 6 pm.

Make check payable to “American Heart Association” and send to Cheryl TenEyck, 
IPM, by Wednesday, October 20.

mailto:kw22@cornell.edu

