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BRIEFS "
W INTERIZE THOSE  

VEHICLES NOW
Al Fairbrother wants to remind all units and 

departments that all Station vehicles need to 
be prepared for winter use or storage soon. 
“Since antifreeze is expensive, it is suggested 
that any leaks or cooling system malfunctions 
be called to our attention,” he says.

Please schedule the work with the Fleet 
Garage as soon as possible, to allow them 
time to perform the work required. Installa
tion of snow tires on vehicles that need them 
can be accommodated at this time, also.

Call Al or Dale at x304 for an appoint
ment soon.

ANNUAL GROUP LIFE INSURANCE 
STATEMENT CLARIFICATION

Benefits-eligible employees should have 
received a memorandum from Paul Bursic, 
Director of Benefit Services -OHR, dated 
October 12, 1999. There was no basic cov
erage amount listed and if you do not cur
rently have Accidental Death & Dismember
ment insurance, then the statement was blank.

Maureen Brull, Program Manager, Life & 
Educational Plans - OHR, explains: “Just 
prior to running the information for the Cov
erage Verification Statements, we realized 
that statutory employees have their basic 
death benefit paid by their retirement sys
tem. i.e. NYSERS or Federal. In some 
cases, a statutory employee may be enrolled 
in TIAA-CREF, in which case the benefit 
would be paid by CIGNA. Due to this con
fusion, we made the decision to pull the ba
sic coverage from the statutory statements 
in order that incorrect information would not 
be received. Unfortunately, the cover letter 
did not get changed in the process and statu
tory employees who do not carry supple
mental life or AD&D insurance got blank 
statements. I apologize for this error.”

The Cranberry Highway 
From Cornell to Cape Cod

When Comedians hear the word “cranberries,” they think of the moist bogs where 
cranberries grow, Ocean Spray’s “Crave the Wave” advertising campaign, and 
the traditional Thanksgiving holiday meal of turkey, dressing, and cranberry 

sauce. What Comedians rarely consider is the university’s connection to cranberry 
research in Massachusetts.

But, thanks to the work of a team that includes soil insect ecologist Paul Robbins, cran
berry growers in Massachusetts are one step closer to managing pests that adversely affect 
the state’s $200 million cranberry industry.

“There are about 30,000 species of beetles in North America of which 1500 species are 
scarab beetles,” says Robbins. “The larvae of at least five species of these scarabs feed in 
the root systems of cranberry bogs. These species include the Japanese beetle, (Popillia 
japonica), the Oriental beetle (Exomala orientalis), the cranberry white grub (Phyllophaga 
atixia), the cranberry root grub (Lichnanthe vulpina), and Hoplia modesta, a small beetle 
species for which there is no common name. The larval feeding weakens the root system of 
the plant, thereby reducing yield. Equally important, weak roots reduce vine density which 
predisposes the bog to weed invasion.”

This spring the Corned team completed the identification of the sex attractant of the last of
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AN ANSWER TO YOUR 
QUESTION

The following question was 
raised after last week’s article 
in Station Newes about the 

new telephone system:
Q: The phone system at the Station seems 
to have recently changed. ‘Beeps’ are dif
ferent; a voice comes on and asks for your 
code; the Geneva-Ithaca campus connec
tions didn’t work at all for a while, and now 
sound different; and the ’89-xxx-xxxx’ 
Ithaca connection only works sometimes. 
What happened?

For many years, a tie-line has run directly 
from the Station campus to the Ithaca cam
pus of Cornell University. Recently, some 
hardware changes were made at both ends 
of the tie-line by Ithaca personnel. Those 
changes have been completed, and every
thing should be operating properly, includ
ing the ability to call local numbers in the 
Ithaca area by using 8-9-xxx-xxxx.

The voice asking for an account code 
when you make a long distance call, is a 
new feature and was instituted by the 
Station’s long distance carrier. Here’s why. 
For a number of years, the Station has used 
ACC as its long distance carrier. ACC was 
recently purchased by AT&T, and the addi
tion of the voice rather than the former beep, 
which signaled you to put in your account 
code, was felt by AT&T to be a more pro
fessional way of doing business.

If people are still experiencing any prob
lems with the tie-line or in making long dis
tance calls, they should call x289 so that the 
trouble can be corrected.

P Krauss

BOOK SALE & 
EXCHANGE

It is that time of year to clean your per
sonal libraries for the annual booksale/ 
exchange on Nov. 13 in Jordan Hall. 
Donate your unwanted books (hard or 
soft cover) and receive 1 free for every 
3 you donate. All proceeds will go to 
the Library. The Library will accept 
book donations during working hours 
Nov. 11 and Nov. 12. Please, no maga
zines or condensed Readers Digest.

Welcome to the Acting Director of 
the Geneva Library

M arty Schlabach has been 
named Acting Director of the 
Geneva Experiment Station 

Library. He replaces Peter McDonald, 
who was recently appointed head of col
lection development at the Syracuse Uni
versity Library.

“Janet McCue, associate university 
librarian for life sciences and direc
tor of Mann Library, is committed to 
making sure the Geneva Library con
tinues to function well in the in 
terim ,” said Schlabach.

Schlabach will also chair the search 
committee for the directorship of the 
Geneva Library, a position he hopes to fill 
by March 2000. The search committee will 
consist of several people from Geneva and 
librarians from the Ithaca campus. The 
position is being advertised nationally 
now, and the committee will start review
ing applications in December.

Schlabach has served in a variety of roles at Mann Library since 1987, primarily in the 
public services division, at the reference desk, as Information Services Coordinator, as the 
first/original Mann Gateway Coordinator, and as the Cornell Library Gateway Editor (a 
role he is giving up to come to Geneva). Schlabach will continue in his current position as 
Public Services Librarian at Mann and director of the Entomology Library in Comstock 
Hall while working at Geneva.

As the first Mann Library Gateway Coordinator, Schlabach has been in on the ground 
floor in the development of what has become a mainstream resource. The Gateway evolved 
from being a Mann Library service to a campus-wide system, providing information about 
all the libraries, access to library services and access to a multitude of databases and full- 
text journals. “Now many people in the library are responsible for portions of the site and 
collectively move it forward. One of the most heavily used aspects of the site are the 2000 
networked resources that people can access from anywhere,” Schlabach said.

Schlabach is offering a workshop on the Cornell Library Gateway on November 4. 
Schlabach plans to be on campus in Geneva one day a week, on Thursdays. In addition to 

offering workshops, he has met with the Library Committee, and will be attending the 
monthly Chairs and Unit Leaders meetings.

Schlabach has a strong personal interest in agriculture, natural history and the life sci
ences. “Those are the subject areas that initially attracted me to Mann Library,” he says. He 
has no formal background in science but is excited about the insect biology class he is 
taking this fall. He holds a Masters in Library Science from SUNY Buffalo.

Schlabach lives on a small farm in Newfield, NY, where he grows vegetables and 
flowers, and keeps a few Rhode Island Reds laying hens. He enjoys birdwatching 
and contradancing.

You can reach Marty Schlabach mls5@cornell.edu, at 255-7959 at Mann Library, 255- 
3265 at the Entomology Library, and x214 at Geneva.

L.McCandless
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(Cranberries, continued from page I)
the five scarab species in cranberries, Hoplia modesta. The group had previously identified 
the sex attractants of all but the Japanese beetle, whose pheromone was already known.

The Cornell connection to the cranberry industry began when Anne Averill, a former 
post-doctoral associate in the lab of Wendell Roelofs, left Cornell to accept a position as 
the cranberry entomologist at the Massachusetts Cranberry Experiment Station in East 
Wareham near Cape Cod. An agreement between Averill and Michael Villani, a soil ecolo
gist in Geneva, led to a cooperative project that involved Robbins traveling to the Cape 
Cod area to collect beetle larvae for research and to observe behavior of adults.

“Digging the beetle larvae, or grubs as they are called, out of the cranberry bog is strenu
ous”, Robbins relates. “It’s not like digging grubs out of turf as our lab often does in the 
fall in the Geneva area. You have to slice through the thick mat of cranberry vines with a 
tool called a turf ax and push hard to roll it back. The density of grubs is usually not nearly 
as great as in turf, so you have to search a greater area to get the same number of larvae”.

Observations of the night flying June beetles (Phyllophaga anxia) have taken Robbins 
to the cranberry bogs for nocturnal forays. Using a light overlaid with a red gel (insects 
will not fly to the red light) attached to a car battery, he has videotaped the males flying to 
traps baited with the synthetic sex attractant. “There were beetles everywhere. I didn’t 
have a tripod with me and was trying to hold the camera by hand. As I look at the video 
today, it resembles what I’ve seen of the Blair Witch Project because the beetles were 
flying into my hair as 1 was trying to hold the camera steady.” says Robbins. “Next time, 
I'll take Joe Ogrodnick’s advice and bring a tripod.”

Another link in the Cornell cranberry connection is Aijun Zhang, yet another former 
post-doctoral associate from Roelofs’ lab. Zhang was involved in the identification and 
synthesis of all four of the scarab sex pheromones elucidated by the Cornell connected 
group. Zhang is currently working as a chemist for the USDA in Beltsville, Maryland.

Identification of the pheromone of the cranberry white grub, Phyllophaga anxia, led 
Robbins to the subject of his Ph.D. thesis, that of geographical variation in the male re
sponse to the sex attractant of this species. “Phyllophaga anxia is perhaps the most com
mon species of the genus Phyllophaga throughout its range, although it is a pest only on 
cranberries in Wisconsin and Massachusetts,” Robbins notes. The pheromone the team 
identified consists of a particular blend of two chemicals, the methyl esters of valine and 
isoleucine, both essential amino acids. “When we deployed these two chemicals in test 
blends ranging from 100/0 to 0/100 in over 35 locations throughout the U.S., we found 
extreme variation in the male response,” says Robbins. “Sometimes the males fly to 100 
percent valine, in another location to 100 percent isoleucine, in another to a blend of the 
two, and, in another, the response is split down the middle, with half the males at a given 
location flying to each chemical.”

Robbins is ready to test his hypothesis that it is phermonal conflict between differ
ent species of Phyllophaga using the same blends of these chemicals that pushes 
this disruptive selection.

According to Robbins, there are over 200 species of Phyllophaga in the U.S. and they 
can only be taxonomically separated by the internal male genitalia. Robbins has exam
ined nearly 20,000 beetle genitalic structures in the course of the study to identify the 
nearly 40 different Phyllophaga species trapped using these two compounds. He likes the 
idea that an economic problem was the starting point for driving a study in basic biology.

Cranberry growers are optimistic that these sex attractants can be used to help manage 
scarab soil pests in bogs in both Massachusetts and Wisconsin. At-risk bogs can be iden
tified using these compounds as monitoring tools. Preliminary research in Massachusetts 
indicates that mass trapping of P. anxia may be possible to reduce grub populations on 
bogs to acceptable levels and microencapsulated formulations of these chemicals may be 
irrigated on to the bogs to disrupt mating activity of the beetles.

The Cape Cod Cranberry Growers Association and Ocean Spray Cranberries, 
Inc funded the work. p Robbins

L. McCandless

3

CRANBERRIES 
ARE A VALUABLE 
WETLAND CROP

Cranberries are a native American wet
land fruit. They are the number one food 
crop in Massachusetts, providing more than 
5,500jobs and $200 million to the Massa
chusetts economy. The more than 500cran
berry growers in Massachusetts produce 
more than 38 percent of the nation’s sup
ply. In so doing, they preserve more than 
61,000 acres of open space, of which ap
proximately 13,000 acres are the actual 
cranberry production beds themselves. This 
cranberry wetland system is a diverse habi
tat formany rare animal and plant species.

D uring h arv est, m any grow ers 
flood their bogs causing cranberries, 
which have small air pockets in the 
center, to rise. They then use water- 
reel harvesting m achines to loosen 
cranberries from the vines causing 
them to float on top o f the water. 
After floating to the top, berries are 
corralled by men in waders wielding 
long rakes onto conveyer belts and 
into waiting trucks. Eventually the 
cranberries are processed into ju ice, 
sauce and other processed foods.

About 10 percent of the cranberries 
grown in Massachusetts are dry harvested 
and sold as fresh fruit. To dry harvest, 
growers drain the bogs and use lawn 
mower-shaped mechanical pickers.

New York has a fledgling cranberry in
dustry. In 1999, the NYS legislature allo
cated $100,000 to support this industry. 
The money will be used to fund research 
on production and post-harvest issues. 
Gomell Cooperative Extension of Oswego 
County established two research plots in 
1996, and some of the research is expected 
to take place on those experim ent 
plantings. Researchers and staff from 
Cornell and the Experiment Station are 
likely participants in this effort to provide 
research-based knowledge to the New 
York State cranberry industry.

R Robbins
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CALENDAR of EVENTS  
OCTOBER 22-29, 1999

MEETINGS "
Wednesday, October 27, 3:00 p.m.
Department Chairs' meeting 
Director's Office

SEMINARS
HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

Date: Wednesday, October 27
Time: l :00 pm
Place: Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Speaker: Margaret Smith, Professor
Department of Plant Breeding, Cornell 
University
Title: Current Issues in Sweet Com
Breeding

Date: Monday, November l
Time: 11:00 am
Place: Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Speaker: Leslie Katzman, Professor 
FOH
Title: Developing a System to germi
nate and Grow Hydroponic Spinach

PLANT PATHOLOGY

(LTC continued.)
learning. Jane Irwin, Instructor.

HTML Part III 
October 27th, 9am - 11am.
Forms • Resources
There will be time allotted for hands-on 
learning. Jane Irwin, Instructor.

Library Search Strategies 
October 28th, 2-3:30 pm
This workshop will explore how to optimize 
your searches for pertinent citations in

BIOSIS, AGRICOLA and CAB. Emphasis 
will be on the BRS telnet search engine, but 
all interfaces will be briefly covered. Ex
cellent workshop for beginning and inter
mediate researchers. Marty Schlabach, 
Instructor.

CLASSIFIED
Evergreen Transplants For Sale: 
Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea pungens 
Glauca), 4 feet high. $9.00 
Balsum Fir (Abies), 2.5 feet high. $5.00 
Douglas Fir (Abies), 3.5 feet high. $5.00 
Call Stan Comstock, 789-4517.

SAVE THE DATE
1999 Station Club Banquet 
November 5,1999 Club 86
Hors d’ oeuvres: 6-7 PM

Date: Tuesday, October 26
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Room A 133 Barton Lab
Speaker: Onofre Berton, Cornell
University
Title: Ontogenic R esistance to
AppleScab, Post-infection Use of 
Fenarimol, and the Distribution of Symp
tom Expression

Date: Monday, November 8
Time: 2:00 pm
Place: Room A 133 Barton Lab
Speaker: Ian Homer, Candidate for the Tree 
Fruit and Berry Crop position in the Depart
ment of Plant Pathology 
Title: Population Dynamics and Ecol
ogy of Phytophthora Cactorum in Apple 
Orchard Soil

ETC
HTML Part II 
October 26th, 9am - 11am.
Advanced lists • Tables • Frames • Resources 
There will be time allotted for hands-on

(Continued in next column.)

Dinner • Meeting
Music provided by Mike Walsh of 

American DJ Company from 
9-1


