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BRIEFS
WPS TRAINING

Training sessions for the Worker Protec
tion Standard (WPS) will be held on Friday, 
April 17, and May 1,15, and 29 in the Staff 
Room of Jordan Hall from 10-11:15 am. All 
new employees who will work in farm fields 
and/or greenhouses and all new B&P staff 
should attend within two weeks of their first 
day of work. Attendees should bring with them 
to the training session a signed copy of the 
“Basic Pesticide Training Requirements for 
Workers” from the back of the current elec
tronic version of the Station Safety Manual. 
The Manual is found in the Safety folder on the 
CC fileserver (Apple Menu -» Chooser —» 
AppleShare/AES Geneva Zone/Computer 
Centre —> Connect as Guest. CC, which will 
appear on your desktop, contains the Safety 
folder.)

This training is in addition to any OSHA 
training that may be required for lab or office 
workers.

FIELD RESEARCH UNIT 
PESTICIDE REMINDERS

The spray season has begun. Please re
member to check the electronic posting board 
(EPOST), WPS Central Posting, or the on-site 
posting before entering any research blocks. 
EPOST instructions are in the file CC -a Sprays 
-» Read Me First. (Apple Menu —> Chooser —> 
AppleShare/AES Geneva Zone/Computer 
Centre —» Connect as Guest. CC, which will 
appear on your desktop, contains the Sprays 
folder).

Please remember applicators cannot al
ways see people in or around the blocks being 
sprayed. If you are exposed to drift vacate the 
area immediately and check the proper central 
posting location for specific information about 
the application or contact Mart Van Kirk at 
781-5307 or mwvl

Robert C. Seem Promoted 
to professor

B
ob Seem has been promoted to Professor 
of Plant Pathology at the Experiment 
Station. His promotion was effective 

January 1.
“Bob Seem is recognized nationally and 

internationally as a premier plant disease epi
demiologist. He is one of the few experts 
around in the areas of quantitative epidemiol
ogy, biometeorology of crops and modeling 
plant disease epidemics,” said Helene Dillard, 
chair of the Department of Plant Pathology.
“Bob truly deserves this recognition, and I’m 
very pleased he has been promoted to full 
professor.”

Seem specializes in model development 
and other quantitative measures for the practi
cal management of fruit and vegetable dis
eases, understanding the biological processes 
responsible for disease development, and elu
cidating the role of weather and plant disease. His research has lead to better management of 
diseases such as grape powdery mildew, grape downy mildew, and maize rust. His work has also 
identified specific weather conditions for scab infection under low temperatures or the critical 
environmental factors for Botrytis infection on strawberries. Seem is also studying how disease 
models can be used under true forecasting conditions by linkage to high resolution weather 
forecasts.

When asked about the future, Seem says, “In the next five years I will continue the necessary 
study of the biology of plant disease as well as the development of quantitative measures for the 
control of diseases. The impact of weather on disease development will become increasingly 
important as forecasting techniques improve and the ability to manage information at the site- 
specific level becomes more common.”

Seem received his B.S. in Botany in 1970, his M.S. in Plant Pathology in 1972, and his Ph.D. 
in Plant Pathology in 1976, all from Pennsylvania State University. He was appointed Assistant 
Professor of Plant Pathology in 1975. He was promoted to Associate Professor in 1981. In 1990, 
he became Associate Director of the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station and now 
divides his time evenly between research and administration.

Bob lives in Seneca Falls with his wife, Carolyn, and their two children, Jessica, who attends 
Cornell, and Peter, who attends Mynderse Academy. Bob is very active in both his community 
and church. He plays the flute in the Seneca Falls Community Orchestra, and he is quite interested 
in computers, electronics and weather forecasting.

Seem has just returned from a two-month leave in Australia. His faculty Web page is at http:/ 
/www.nvsaes.comell.edu/pp/facultv/seem/

/. Zakour
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Wine workshop and Seminars a Success
For the first year ever, the 27th Annual 

New York Wine Industry Workshop and 
the New York Wine & Grape Foundation 
Seminars were held in an off-campus loca
tion, at the Lakefront Ramada.

“We had excellent attendance and so far 
I have only heard good comments about the 
program content,” said Thomas Henick- 
Kling, Station enologist and workshop orga
nizer. “Also our first small trade show went 
very well. We filled the spaces we had and 
the exhibitors were very pleased with the 
contacts they made.”

On Thursday, April 2, winery owners, 
general managers, marketing directors and 
other key decision-makers were encouraged 
to attend seminars about the business of 
wine, including a legislative update on the 
latest key issues from Washington and Al
bany, a regulatory update, a seminar on New 
York’s place in the world of grapes and 
wine, a sem inar by Leroy Creasy on 
resveratrol results, and a talk by Thomas 
Henick-Kling on the New York Wine Lab 
and Data Bank. In addition, winery owners 
heard about insurance programs particularly 
tailored to winery operations, and ways to 
finance winery expansion.

Creasy’s research on resveratrol has 
contributed immensely to public perception 
of the “healthful” benefits of wine consump
tion. Resveratrol has been shown to be an 
“anti-carcinogen” and also to have benefi
cial effects on the cardiovascular system. 
The compound is concentrated in grape skins, 
and is produced by grapes in response to 
fungus pressure. Thus red wines, which are 
crushed and fermented on the skin, are higher 
in resveratrol content than white. Finger 
Lakes red wines in particular, have measur
ably higher levels of resveratrol because the 
rainy weather which is somewhat character
istic of the area, contributes to higher fungi 
production.

On Friday, the seminars were targeted 
at total tourism training. Wine owners were 
given tips on how to capitalize on major 
initiatives being planned for 1998 by the “I 
Love NY”, the “Uncork New York” and the 
“Pride of New York” programs. In addition, 
representatives from the various New York 
state wine trails revealed secrets behind their 
best events of ’97.

Regina Wharton, from Cornell University Human Resources, talks about hiring the right 
people and keeping them happy in the wine business.

The Wine Industry Workshop seminars 
held Friday afternoon included a BATF up
date for winemakers, a report on the NYS 
and U.S. grape supply, how to get premium 
grape prices, and a review of the 1997 grow
ing season.

On the whole, the wine industry is ex
cited aboutthe 1997 season. Thomas Henick- 
Kling’s assessment of the 1997 vintage is 
that it “was outstanding.” Finger Lakes 
winemakers are anticipating great wines from 
that harvest.

“The beautiful sunny and warm weather 
that followed the cool and rainy period in 
September allowed our wine grapes to ripen 
very well,” said Henick-Kling. “The grapes 
were free of disease and fully ripe. The 
wines already are very aromatic.”

Unique aboutthe 1997 vintage is that both white and red grapes ripened very well. “The 
white wines are intensely aromatic and have good structure,” he said. “The red wines also 
have ripe fruit aromas and ripe tannins. In fact, the red wines have the best tannin structure 
(ripe, fine, dense tannins) that I have seen in the 10 years I have been in New York.”

Saturday’s much anticipated workshop on “The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly”— what 
one participant called “wine sensory overload”— was led by Terry Acree. Tasting was the 
order of the day, as lectures on the physiology and psychology of flavor perception became 
‘real’ in the glass. By the end of the day, workshop leaders had demonstrated how wine 
aroma and taste are affected by glasses, cellar management, microbial stress, oak seasoning, 
Brettanomyces, flavor maturation, and corks. The intent was to improve wine quality by 
improving winemaking technology.

Registration for the workshops and seminars was very strong. There were over 250 
participants from New York, surrounding states, and Canada. The workshop was sponsored 
by the Experiment Station’s Department of Food Science & Technology, Cornell Coopera
tive Extension, and the NY Wine & Grape Foundation.

L. McCandless

(left to right) Jim Trezise, o f the Wine & 
Grape Foundation, discusses the business 
of wine with Thomas Henick-Kling, and Jim 
Finkle, o f Canandaigua Brands.
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United Way Campaign
The Experiment Station’s 1998 United Way Campaign is off to a good start. Campaign 
Coordinator Dave Lasher reminds all Station employees that their cards are due to Station reps 
on April 13 and that they earn chances to win prizes by being first-time donors, by increasing their 
donations, by using payroll deduction, and with each $100 donated. There will be an event for 
Station contributors in late May/early July at which prizes will be awarded.

Service providers supported by United Way are:
American Red Cross of the Finger Lakes 
American Red Cross-West Ontario Chapter 
Boy Scouts of America-Finger Lakes Council 
Canandaigua Senior Citizens Club, Inc.
Canandaigua Veterans Club, Inc.
Child & Family Resource Center of Ontario and Yates counties, Inc.
Coordinated Child Development Program
East Bloomfield Senior Citizens
Family Counseling Service of the Finger Lakes, Inc.
Finger Lakes Alcoholism Counseling & Referral Agency (FLACRA)-Geneva Chapter & 

West Ontario Chapter
Finger Lakes Community College Child Care Center 
Friendship House of Middlesex, Inc.
Genesee Region Home Care, Inc.
Geneva Lakefront Childcare Center
Geneva Senior Citizens Club
Girl Scouts, Seven Lakes Chapter
Honeoye Cooperative Nursery School
Legal Assistance of the Finger Lakes
Literacy Volunteers of Ontario County
Marcus Whitman Recreation Program-Rushville Joint Youth
Mobile Meals
Naples Activity Center (NAC)
Naples Youth Corporation 
Ontario ARC
Rochester Area Multiple Sclerosis, Inc.-Ontario County Office
Rushville Health Center
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Salvation Army-Canandaigua Corps
Salvation Army-Service Units
Victor FISH (Friends in Service Here)
YMCA-Greater Canandaigua Family YMCA 
YMCA-Clifton Springs Area YMCA 
YMCA-Geneva Family YMCA
United Way of Ontario County is not only very effective, but efficient too: Over 90% of 

money donated is dispersed to service providers in the county. Last year, this amounted to 
$755,496 in support of the above agencies, many of which would have to curtail services to 
county residents without United Way funds. Lasher urges Station employees to compete for the 
campaign prizes and, at the same time, support Ontario County services as generously as possible.

are mm m W jmxi. m mmmm mMaking Good Things 
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- - - - - - - - - - SEMINARS — -- - - - - -
HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

Date: Monday April 13, 1998
Time: 11:00 am
Place: Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Speaker: Marco Dal Bo 

Dept, of Hort. Sciences 
Cornell Univ., Geneva

Topic: Mapping Disease Resistance 
Genes in Grapes

ENTOMOLOGY

Date: Tuesday, April 14, 1998
Time: 10:30 am
Place: Room 310, Barton Laboratory
Speaker: Dr. John Losey 

Dept, of Entomology 
Cornell Univ., Ithaca

Topic: Synergistic Interactions Be
tween Insect Predators: Impli
cations for Pest Population 
Suppression

There will be a period of social interaction
with the speaker at 10:00 am. 

Coffee & cookies will be available.

PLANT PATHOLOGY

Date: Tuesday, April 14, 1998
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Room A 133, Barton Laboratory
Speaker: Dan Dalthrop 

Dept, of Entomology 
Cornell Univ., Geneva

Topic: Grubs in Space: The Spatial 
Population Dynamics of Japan
ese Beetle Larvae

Meet the speaker at 3:00 pm.

SAGES

Date: Friday, April 17, 1998
Time: 10:30 am
Place: Auditorium, Jordan Hall
Speaker: F. X. Matt 

Matt Brewing Co. 
Utica, NY

Topic: Everything You Ever Wanted 
to Know about Beer and Were 
Afraid to Ask

Meet the speaker at 10:00 am.

GREENHOUSE PEST 
MANAGEMENT 

UPDATE PROGRAM

If you could not attend The Greenhouse 
Pest Management Update Program in Ithaca, 
here’s your second chance. The Greenhouse 
Pest Management Update Video, taped from 
the Ithaca program, will be shown on April 16, 
from lOam-noon and 1-3:30 pm in Room 310 
Barton Laboratory. To receive credits, indi
viduals must attend the 4.5 hours. 4.75 DEC 
credits will be given for categories 1 A, 3A, 4 
and 10. The speakers are Cornell faculty from 
Entomology and Plant Pathology, Environ
mental Health & Safety, greenhouse staff from 
BTI, and Don Eliot from Applied Bionomics 
Biological Control Company.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Mary-Lynn Cummings at 8-5-2557 (mclOl) 
or call Juliet Tang at x453.

C. Hibbard

PREVENTING SEXUAL 
HARASSMENT PROGRAM 

POSTPONED
The Preventing Sexual Harassment pro

grams scheduled for April 16 have been post
poned to Friday, April 24. Further information 
will be forthcoming.

WalkAmerica
This year’ s Station team for WalkAmerica 

will consist of Donna Roelofs and Jennifer 
Hawley (Ent.); Cathy Kobayashi, Jane 
Friedrich, Pirn Larsson-Kovach, and Marcella 
Walczak (FST); and Kathy DeRosa (Admin.) 
The walk will take place on Sunday, April 19, 
1:00 pm at Seneca Lake State Park, and will be 
5-6 miles in length. Refreshments will be 
available afterwards.

Funds raised provide money for lifesav
ing breakthroughs for babies. Contact Kathy 
DeRosa (kad2 or x211) for more information. 
Thank you!

Thursday, May 28,1998
Retirement dinner at Club 86 for 

John Martini,
IR/4 NE Regional Field 

Coordinator,
Cornell Analytical Labs 

Details to follow.
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CLASSIFIED”

FOR SALE: Gateway 2000 Computer Pentium 6180Mhz, 
monitor, and printer with 32MB RAM, 3GB EIDE hard 
drive, CD ROM, fax, all software, all manuals, and original 
paperwork included. Paid $3569.52 will sell for $2,000. 
Call Jane at x287 or home at 789-8619.

FOR SALE: 1993 Cub Cadet 1440 garden tractor with 48" 
deck, plow and chains. Fully serviced and ready to go—  
$1450. Call Lyle, 315-548-3582.

FOR SALE: 1987 Chevy Nova, 4 dr, AC, PS, auto, 
cassette, runs well, body good, 150K. $1,100 negotiable. 
Call Tai-Gi Min, x243 (tgm@nysaes.cornell.edu).

mailto:tgm@nysaes.cornell.edu

