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----- BRIEFS---------
NOTE ABOUT DICK ROBINSON 

& SQUASH
Due to Dick Robinson’s unfortunate acci

dent last week when he broke his leg, the new 
‘Whitaker’ squash will not be introduced at the 
1997 Whale Watch on Friday evening, as was 
announced earlier this week. Instead, Dr. 
Robinson and Joe Shail will make a formal 
introduction of the new variety at the NYS 
Vegetable Conference in February.

Our condolences to Dick, with the hope 
that he heals quickly.

COME WATCH THE WHALES 
THIS WEEKEND

This weekend’s Seneca Lake Whale 
Watch offers festival lovers and hopeful whale 
watchers 3 days of exciting entertainment and 
family packed fun.

Under the Station’s big top, entomolo
gists will be standing by to share their knowl
edge; young and old alike will thrill to the live 
ant colony, the butterfly house, and the bees 
foraging under glass. Plant pathologists will be 
on hand to help visitors investigate unhealthy 
plants with microscopes and horticultural sci
entists will be holding their popular taste tests. 
The public is invited to give their opinion on 
this year’s Super Sweet corn crop at a Com 
Roast from 1:00-5:00 pm on Saturday and 
again from Noon-5:00 pm on Sunday. Tomato 
lovers can participate in a taste test from 5:00- 
7:00 pm on Friday and again from 5:00-7:00 
pm on Saturday. The Station’s tent will be 
open on Friday from 5:00-7:00 pm, Saturday 
from 11:00-7:00 pm, and Sunday from noon- 
5:00 pm.

Under the wine tent, whale watchers can 
sample vintage wines from more than 15 Sen
eca Lake Wineries. Various Station members 
will be on hand at this tent including Thomas

(Continued on page 2

• T T  That a wonderful start toward funding the GENEVA Plan,” was the comment that 
l / l /  Director Hunter made when he learned that the GENEVA Station had been 
▼ Y earmarked to receive a one-time allocation of $600,000 in this year’s state budget. 

“We have a lot of people to thank for getting this money,” stated the Director. “Growers, 
food processors, Farm Bureau, Council of Agricultural Organizations, and several key legisla
tors, including Senators Nozzolio and Kuhl, worked very hard to get this into the budget. This 
puts a nice dent in the total request for one-time funding for the GENEVA Plan that we have 
before government officials.”

The GENEVA Plan is a blueprint of what the New York State Agricultural Experiment 
Station will be in the future, and what is required in additional funding from the state for the 
Station to accomplish its mission. The plan maps out programs in research and extension that will 
serve New York’s people “from the farm to the fork.” This includes producers, processors, 
retailers, and consumers of fruit and vegetable commodities, and also a significant portion of the 
state’s commercial turf industry.

Now that the State has provided $600,000 for purchase of equipment, the Geneva Plan has 
been modified to request a one-time $2.2 million appropriation from the state for equipment 
(rather than its previous level of $2.8 million). An additional annual appropriation of $2,625 
million to the Station’s base budget is being requested for support of additional positions. Several 
documents have been prepared that fully explain the Geneva Plan which is presented as an 
investment prospectus. These documents have been widely distributed among key growers and 
processors and, in many instances, through them to important state legislators and the Governor’s 
office.

Here’s how the $600,000 was justified when the request was made:

• Food Processing Pilot Plant
More than half of the $600,000 will be used to begin refurbishing the food processing pilot 
plant, which is heavily used by faculty, staff, graduate students, and industry personnel. This 
facility was constructed in 1959 and has had only minor changes in equipment since then. 
The actual figure to fully refurbish the pilot plant exceeds $ 1 million. In the past year, more 
than $125,000 in equipment has been donated by industry for use in the facility.

• Food Safety Specialist
A food microbiologist, Dr. Randy Worobo, was recently hired and research equipment is 
being purchased so that he can develop a program using new techniques to solve some of 
the difficult problems in the food industry to ensure a safe and wholesome food supply.

• New York State Food Venture Center
Since its establishment in the late 1980s, the Food Venture Center has served as a catalyst 
for the creation of new food processing companies. Annually, about 200-300 potential 
entrepreneurs are helped through the myriad of development and regulatory requirements 
that have to be met before a new food product can be introduced on the market. Dr. Olga 
Padilla-Zakour just joined the Station family to head the Center and to expand services 
provided to entrepreneurs and established food businesses. Funds will be provided for her 
to improve the facilities of the Food Venture Center.

• Field Research Unit
“A major objective that I have had since becoming Director,” said Hunter, “is to fully 
modernize the equipment of our excellent field research unit. Until recent years, much of

(Continued on page 2)
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STATION CLUB ANNOUNCES 
DESIGN COMPETITION

I t ’s been nine years since C arrie 
Koplinka-Loehr of IPM won the last Station 
Club T-shirt design contest. Her entry was 
judged best from among 20 entries and de
picted  the dairy b a rn ’s cu p o la  and 
weathervane.

Station Club is again sponsoring a de
sign contest open to all Station members. 
The winning design, or an adaptation of it, 
will be reproduced on t-shirts, sweatshirts, 
hats, and coffee mugs to be sold to Station 
members and visitors. Net proceeds will go 
to the Station Club treasury.

A prize will be awarded the winning 
entry, and all entries will be judged on cre
ativity and originality. Station members will 
have a chance to see all entries at the upcom
ing Station Personnel Recognition Day Sep
tember 19.

Designs should typify the Station and its 
work. Words, symbols and/or abbreviations 
may be used. The winning design will beome 
the property of Station Club and may be 
altered to facilitate production of the fin
ished items.

Station members interested in entering 
the competition should submit their ideas on 
an 8-1/2” x 11 ” piece of paper and send it to 
Colleen Van Allen or bring it with them to the 
Station Personnel Recognition Day.

Matt Lewis (CS) couldn 't resist modeling the 
first winning design back in 1988.

Put on your thinking 
and designing caps 
and see what new 

design you can 
come up with!

(STATION, coni.)

their equipment was worn out and outdated. This is the third time that we have convinced 
the Legislature to provide funding for the Station to purchase field equipment that is required 
to conduct breeding, cultivation, and integrated pest management (IPM) experiments that 
will lead to the development of new technologies beneficial to farmers, food processors, 
consumers, and the environment.” Additional funds will still be required to complete the 
modernization process.

Plans are under way to continue obtaining support from growers, processors, Farm Bureau, 
and legislators for the GENEVA Plan. As U.S.D.A. Deputy Secretary Richard Rominger said 
recently after he toured our campus, “The GENEVA Station is an outstanding example of what 
our Land Grant University system produces for America’s taxpayers.”

Pat Krauss

(BRIEFS, cont.)

Henick-Kling who will share his expertise on the techniques of wine tasting on Saturday from 
3:30-4:30 pm, from 6:30-7:30 pm, and again on Sunday from 3:30-4:30 pm.

The Seneca Lake Whale Watch site is located at Routes 5 & 20 at Geneva’s Lakefront Park. 
General admission is $4.00 per person, $1.00 for children 12 and under.

NY FARMS MAY HAVE COMPUTERS; FEW ON-LINE
New York farmers fare 4 points above the U.S. average with 42% of farms having computer 

access, according to Robert Schooley of the New York Agricultural Statistics Service, as 
reported in Country Folks West on August 18. The state ranks 21st among all states with percent 
of farms with computers. Thirty-three percent of New York farms own or lease computers but 
only 19% use them for farm business. The percentage of farms with Internet access drops off 
sharply to 14%.

These estimates are based on responses from nearly 34,000 farming operations that were 
part of a nationwide survey in June to provide estimates of crop acres, grains in storage, livestock 
inventories, and land values. This year additional question were included to collect information 
about computers.

As reported in Country Folks West

‘BUY NEW YORK’ CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF AT NYS FAIR
New York Farms! will kick off its ‘Buy New York’ campaign on Monday, August 25, at the 

Ne w York State Fair in Syracuse. The kick-off is designed to encourage consumer loyalty to New 
York farm products and will take place in front of the New York State Department of Agriculture 
and Markets booth in the Horticulture Building on the fairgrounds.

NUMBER OF FARMS IN NY HOLDS AT 36,000
The number of farms in New York on June 1 held steady at 36,000 according to the New 

York Agricultural Statistics Service. The amount of land in farms also remained steady at 7.7 
million acres, which means the average farm in New York consists of 214 acres.

Farm numbers have not changed since 1994, but there have been shifts. Large farms with 
sales over $100,000 have steadily risen for the last two years. The amount of land operated by 
these farms increased 3 percent to 4.1 million acres and the medium size farms, or those having 
between $ 10,000 and $99,000 in sales, declined by 200 farms. The amount of land they operated 
decreased from 196 acres to 191 acres.

There are 100 more small farms—for a total of 16,900 farms—with sales between $10,000 
and $9,999. The land in small farms remained the same as the previous year, at 1.5 million acres 
and an average small farm size of 89 acres.

As reported in Country Folks West
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THOMAS BURR ELECTED APS FELLOW
T homas J. Burr is one of two plant patholo

gists from the Experiment Station to be 
named a Fellow of the American Phytopatho- 
logical Society at the 1997 APS Annual Meet
ing in Rochester, NY, August 9 -13.

The distinction was conferred in recogni
tion of his outstanding contributions in exten
sion and research as relates to the science of 
plant pathology, to the profession, and to the 
Society. Election as a Fellow is a reflection of 
the high esteem in which a member is held by 
his or her colleagues.

Burr’s research focuses on the biology 
and control of bacterial and fungal diseases of 
fruit crops.

“When plant pathologists think of crown 
gall. Dr. Burr comes to mind,” said Helene 
Dillard, chairwoman of the department. “Tom 
has made significant contributions to the un
derstanding of Agrobacterium vitis and the 
Fellow Award recognizes his many outstand
ing contributions to the field of plant pathol
ogy. He is a prominent bacteriologist, and his 
advice is frequently sought on many bacterial 
diseases of fruits and vegetables.” Dillard also 
lauded Burr’s service on several key depart
ment, station, and college committees.

Burr’s work with A.vitis has led to the 
development of strategies that are used for 
managing this important disease in vineyards. 
He and his colleagues developed methods for 
indexing grape cuttings for A. vitis that include 
the development and use of a species-specific 
monoclonal antibody. Methods for eradicating 
or greatly reducing A. vitis from grape propa

gation material, including shoot tip propaga
tion and hot water treatments, were also devel
oped. The indexing and eradication procedure 
are being implemented on a commercial scale 
for the production of grapevines are free of A. 
vitis.

Another disease management strategy 
being tested by Burr and his colleagues is to 
use Vitis rootstocks that are resistant to infec
tion by A. vitis.

Burr has also made significant contribu
tions to research on streptomycin resistance in 
plant pathogenic bacteria, including strategies 
based on ecological fitness of resistant strains 
and on the use of alternative controls.

In research involving fungal disease of 
fruit, Burr recently initiated research involving 
biological control of apple scab using naturally 
occurring strains of bacteria and yeasts from 
orchards. Together with co-workers he re
cently identified epiphytic fungi from apple 
and pear that are important causes of fruit 
russet.

He maintains a 20 percent extension as
signment and is frequently called upon by 
growers and extension agents to identify dis
eases, provide control recommendations, and 
present information on pathogen biology and 
control.

Burr earned a B.S. in agricultural science 
in l971,andanM.S. in plant pathology in 1973 
from the University of Arizona. He obtained 
his Ph.D. in plant pathology from the Univer
sity of Califomia-Berkeley, in 1977. He joined 
Cornell at the Geneva campus as assistant

professor in 1977, was promoted to associate 
professor in 1983, and professor in 1991.

He has served as chair and member of the 
APS Bacteriology and Chemical Control com
mittees, respectively, and as president of the 
Deciduous Tree Fruit Disease Workers. He 
was previously honored by APS, receiving the 
Ciba-Geigy and Lee M. Hutchins Awards in 
1986 and 1990, respectively. He joins newly 
elected Fellow Gary E. Harman, as well as 
formerly elected Fellows, George Abawi, Herb 
Aldwinckle, Dennis Gonsalves, and Rosario 
Provvidenti in the distinction.

He lives in Geneva with his wife Judy, who 
also works in the department, and their three 
children, Andrew and Alison (both Cornell stu
dents), and Holly (asenior at Geneva high school).

STATION PERSONNEL RECOGNITION DAY

Don’t forget about the upcoming Station Personnel Recognition Day reported in last 
week’s News to be held Friday, September 19, from 1:00-4:00 pm at the Pavilion. The 
afternoon will consist of lunch to be provided by Club 86, contests, and zany games 
with prizes consisting of a chance to throw whipped cream pies at the director and 
department chairs. The event is free and highly recommended to all Station personnel. 
See your Station Club Representative to sign up.

Station Club Representatives:
Administration/Library Charie Hibbard
B&P, Security, Fleet, Ralph D ’Amato

and Heating Plant
Comm Services Sandy Antinelli
Computer Services Patty Gibbs
Entomology Donna Roelofs
Field Research Unit Alan Soper
FST Debbie Ditzell
Horticultural Sciences:

Hedrick Hall Gemma Osborne
Sturtevant Hall Kathy Roe

IPM Janet Garlick
PGRU Tiffany Fisk
Plant Pathology Colleen VanAllen
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----- CALENDAR of EVENTS- - - - - - -
AUGUST 22-29, 1997

- - - - - - EVENTS/M EETING S-- - - - - -
Friday, August 22, 5:00-11:00 pm
(Station exhibits open 5:00-7:00pm)
Geneva’s Lakefront Park 
Seneca Lake Whale Watch

Saturday, August 23,11:00 am -ll:00 pm
(Station exhibits open 11:00 am-7:00 pm)
Geneva’s Lakefront Park 
Seneca Lake Whale Watch

Sunday, August 24, noon-5:00 pm
(Station exhibits open noon-5:00 pm)
Geneva’s Lakefront Park 
Seneca Lake Whale Watch

Tuesday, August 26, noon
Room G19, Hedrick Hall
Geneva Arboretum Association Meeting

Wednesday, August 27,3:00 pm
Director’s Office, Jordan Hall 
Research Department Chairs Meeting

U n ited  W ay

STATION’S UNITED WAY DRIVE TOTALS $15,687
To all Station Personel:

I just received a thank you from the Rochester Area United Way thanking the Station 
for its contribution to the 1997 campaign. I suddenly realized that I had not thanked 
those who signed the dotted line to make this contribution possible, YOU the faithful 
contributors. I apologize for this oversight, and hope that it does not detract from the 
fact that collectively we made a contribution of $ 15,687 in 1997! This is a significant 
contribution and much appreciated by those receiving aid from the United Way. I am 
proud to be associated with an organization that shares so freely with those less 
fortunate than themselves.

My thanks to the 13 captains who helped me conduct this campaign. It could not have 
been done without their help.

It has been a privilege to have served as the United Way captain for the past two years 
and I look forward to assisting the new captain who will be appointed for 1998.

Thanks again,
Hugh Price

CORNELL RECREATION COMMUNITY NEWS
SEMINAR Buffalo Bills Football Trip Sold Out:

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

Date: Tuesday, August 26
Time: 11:00 am
Place: Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Speaker: Dr. Hank Hill

Seed Dynamics, Salinas, 
California

Topic: Seed Enhancements for
Horticultural Crops:
An industry overview

The CRC-sponsored bus trip to the November 2 Buffalo Bills vs. Miami Dolphins 
football game has sold out, however, if you are interested in going but have not yet signed 
up, contact Marlene Reitz in the CRC office at 8-5-9820 who will put you on a waiting list. 
If they have enough names, CRC will seriously consider adding a third bus. The buses will 
be coming to Geneva to pick us up.

Discount coupons available for Florida vacation spots:

If you are making plans for your upcoming winter vacation, you might be interested in 
knowing that CRC has discount coupons available for Disney World, SeaWorld, and 
Universal Studios in Florida. Also, the Disney coupons are valid for 10% savings at the 
Disney Stores. Contact the CRC office for information (130 Day Hall or phone 8-5-7565).

STATION CLUB NEWS
Discount Tickets for Seabreeze/Raging Rivers Still Available:

Planning a trip to Seabreeze Amusement Park and Raging Rivers Waterpark? Before 
heading out, see your Station Club Rep to purchase discount passes. The cost is $10.95 (a 
$3.00 savings off retail price) each and are valid daily through September 1,1997 (including 
holidays).

These passes are intended for persons over 48" in height. Passes for those 48" and less 
in height are available at the park gate for $9.95 each, and children two years of age and under 
are admitted free.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  SUMMERTIME ACTIVITIES- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

. . . . c l a s s i f i e d s - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
FOR SALK: Two piece couch with corner table—$75, 
desk—$40,13' TV—$35, vacuum—$20, toaster—$ 10, 
coffee maker—$15. All prices are negotiable. Contact 
Craig Mitrakul by E-mail at cmm22@cornell.edu or 
call x263

FOR RENT: Beginning September 1. One-bedroom 
furnished apartment with kitchen, dining/living room, 
full bath, and small room for second bedroom or study. 
Walking distance to Station. Contact Jeff at 789-6624.

HOUSE FOR RENT: Unfurnished, 3 BR, 1 BA, LR, 
DR, w/w carpet, backyard, deck, friendly neighbor
hood, conveniently located on Oak St. Reasonable rent. 
Available September 15. Please call Karen @ x363 or 
Stan @ x421 at work or 789-5345 at home. E-mail 
kehl 1 or schlO.

Ultimate Frisbee
Every Wednesday on Barton Lab Lawn 
5:00-5:30: Learn the sport and throws 

5:30: Play Ultimate 
Questions? Contact Amy at x355.

Volleyball
Every Tuesday 

6:00 pm
Near the Pavilion behind Jordan Hall 
Questions? Contact Andrea at x268

mailto:cmm22@cornell.edu

