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JOIN THE STATION’S 
WALKAMERICATEAM

Mark your calendar and plan to join the 
Station’s team for the 1997 March of Dimes 
WalkAmerica to be held on Saturday, April 27, 
at the Seneca Lake State Park. Last year, nine 
Station employees participated in the 5-mile 
walk and lunch. If you are interested in joining 
the Station’s team this year, contact Kathy 
DeRosa, Director’s Office, x211, or by e-mail 
at kad2@ nysaes.comell.edu for registration 
information. W alkers obtain contributions 
which are donated to the March of Dimes 
Campaign for Healthier Babies.

All employees and their relatives are eli
gible and welcome to join us! If you have a 
baby or children that you would like to include 
in the walk, bring the stroller and/or the 
children’s bikes! If you cannot join the team 
for the walk, please consider making a mon
etary contribution.

LIBRARY NEWS
New in the Library for February is now on 

the WWW at <http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ 
library/new.html> or you can visit that site by 
going to the Geneva Libraries Home page at 
< h ttp ://w w w .n y sa es .co rn e ll.e d u /lib ra ry / 
index_.html>, clicking on “The Collection” and 
then clicking on “February 1997.” We have also 
added a page for the Spring WWW Seminar 
Series at <http://www.nysaes.comell.edu/library/ 
work.htmb or you can get to that page by going 
to our home page, clicking on “Workshops and 
Courses” and then on “Spring WWW Seminar 
Series at Geneva.”

OPPERMAN TO VISIT GENEVA
Mary George Opperman, Assoc. VP of 

University Human Resource Services, will be 

(BRIEFS, Continued on page 2)

DIRECTOR OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
STATION’S FUTURE

Over 180 people 
from the Experi
ment Station at

tended D irector Jim 
Hunter’s annual address in 
Jordan Hall on Thursday 
morning.

The Director, who is 
sensitive about projecting 
too much “doom and 
gloom” in these tight bud
get times, is equally hesi
tant about planting seeds 
of “false hope.” Conse
quently, his talk projected lean realism balanced by a certain measured optimism.

Foremost in the Director’s strategic plan for dealing with reduced funding for the Station by the 
state of New York, has been to try and get the Geneva Plan funded directly by Governor Pataki in his 
Executive Budget. Although the initiative was not successful this year, the Director noted that there 
is increased awareness about Geneva in Albany. Citing the many letters in support of Geneva that have 
been submitted to the governor by our stakeholders and constituents, he noted that the effort to “get 
the Experiment Station on the radar screen in Albany and the Geneva Plan in front of the governor,” 
has been successful.

Dr. Hunter will be working on strategies to get the Governor to include the Geneva Plan in next 
year’s Executive Budget and he is “guardedly optimistic” about the prospects for success, “because 
1998 is an election year and state tax revenues are increasing.” Currently, Dr. Hunter is working on 
an initiative to get a one-time funding increase of $900,000 for equipment through the legislature on 
this year’s budget. The monies requested would be sponsored by a group of senators throughout the 
state from Long Island to western New York who are being contacted by agribusinesses who support 
Geneva.

The Director has had “no indication” that New York is singling out agricultural extension and 
research for cuts. But, like most of those present, he is aware that Albany has targeted the SUNY budget 
for reduction. Because a little more than half of the Experiment Station budget is funded through the 
SUNY budget, he admitted that the Experiment Station was being caught “in that pressure on the 
SUNY budget.” Given the current budget cuts that have been proposed in the 97/98 budget, and 
anticipating a proposed increase in tuition, Dr. Hunter predicts “a $300,000 cut for Geneva for this 
year.” The Director noted that he has $100,000 in reserve toward that cut.

“Albany is anxious to see an increase in support for Geneva from the private sector,” noted the 
Director. Increasing support for Geneva from growers, processors, and commodity groups is another 
one of the Director’s strategic initiatives for the coming year. “We are going to keep building our 
network of supporters around the state,” said Dr. Hunter.

The second half of the meeting was devoted to a more detailed review of the current financial 
picture at Geneva. The Station’s budget for 97/98 is $17.9 million. The state would support 57% of 
that projected budget, or $9.7 million. In 1972, the state funded 85% of the Experiment Station budget. 
Since 1988, the Station has experienced a $3.5 million cut in state funding (which includes the 
projected cut of $300,000 for this year). In the last three years, the reduction has been $1.3 million, 
noted Dr. Hunter. (Continued on page 4
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(BRIEFS, cont.) i

touring our campus on Friday, March 21, from 
10:00 to 4:00 pm. The purpose of this tour is to 
meet with our employees and to become famil
iar with the Geneva campus. Listed below is 
the schedule we will follow for March 21. All 
staff and faculty are encouraged to attend one 
of the meetings. If you are unable to attend the 
meeting with your specific department or unit, 
please attend another.

10:40- 11:10

11:15- 11:45

12:00-12:45 
12:45- 1:00

i :00 - 1:30

10:00 - 10:30 Welcome in Dr. Hunter’s 
office
Plant Pathology 
A-133 Barton Laboratory 
Entomology 
310 Barton Laboratory 
Lunch in Director’s office 
Walk through Library and 
Communications Services, 
Jordan Hall
Administration, Communica
tions Services, Horticultural 
Sciences including PGRU, 
Integrated Pest Management, 
Library
Jordan Hall Auditorium 

1:40 -2 :10 Food Science & Technology 
and Computer Services 
FST Conference Room 

2:20 - 2:50 Field Research Unit
Farm Services breakroom 

3:00- 3:30 Buildings & Properties
General Services breakroom 

Return to Jordan Hall for departure

ANNUAL PESTICIDE 
APPLICATOR’S UPDATE 

SET FOR MARCH 25
The 1997 Annual Pesticide Applicator’s 

Update is scheduled for Tuesday, March 25, 
from 8:30-11:30 am, in the Auditorium, Jor
dan Hall.

The program includes the topics “Herbi
cides and their Mode of Action,” “New Pesti
cide Record Keeping Requirements and an 
Update from NYSDEC,” “Environmental Fate 
of Pesticides in the Farm Field— Case Stud
ies,” and “Controlling Wildlife Pests— Strate
gies and Concerns.”

Recertification credits for all categories 
will be available to full session attendees. Be 
sure to bring your certification number along 
for credit registration.

SAFETY SEMINARS TO BE 
PRESENTED MARCH 11

Three important safety seminars are go
ing to be presented for various groups by Tom 
Shelley and associates from Environmental 
Health and Safety on our campus on Tuesday, 
March 11, in Jordan Hall. They are as follows:

9:00 am-Noon—Special Program for Mem
bers of Station Safety Committee (Staff 
Room, Jordan Hall)
The program will consist of the following: 

Clarify and define your roles as a member 
of the Safety Committee 

Provide you with information and 
resources

Answer your questions 
Establish networks and partnerships

Topics to be covered include:
A review of the Health and Safety Policy 
An introduction to the regulations affect

ing our operations
The basic elements of a safety program 
How to address safety concerns or com

plaints

All members of the Safety Committee should 
try to attend. If you cannot attend, you might 
consider sending a substitute.

1:15-2:15 pm—Overview of Services Pro
vided by Environmental Health and Safety 
(Auditorium, Jordan Hall)

This program is designed for ALL mem
bers of the Station family. All employees are 
encouraged to attend. This program will pro
vide you with an overview of what services are 
available from Environmental Health and 
Safety and what you can expect from them. 
You also will have an opportunity to ask ques
tions. This is an excellent program, and will 
only take an hour of your time.

2:15-3:15 pm—Special Program for Em
ployees in Food Science and Technology 
(Staff Room, Jordan Hall)

This program will cover spill control and 
handling of flammable solvents. This is a fol
low-up to an earlier program presented to 
members of the Department of Food Science 
and Technology and an additional session was 
requested by department safety officials. Your 
attendance at this session will be greatly appre
ciated.

SRO AT THE APPLE CIDER 
WORKSHOP

Over 130 participants were registered for 
the Apple Cider Processing & Safety Workshop 
held at the Experiment Station on Friday, March 
7. The workshop was jointly sponsored by the 
Department of Food Science & Technology and 
The New York Apple Association.

The apple cider industry in New York has 
been on the alert for new techniques to assure the 
safety of fresh cider ever since an outbreak of 
E.coli was reported in unpasteurized cider, on the 
West Coast, last fall.

Jack Guzewich, from the NYS Dept, of 
Health, will speak about the problem of 
foodbourne illness and the apple cider connec
tion. Joe Ferrara, with the NYS Ag & Mkts, will 
talk about cider inspection in 1997, and Judy 
Anderson, from the NYS Food Venture Center, 
will talk about HACCP for the future. In addition, 
Dr. Barbara Rasco, an attorney from the Univer
sity of Washington, will talk about processor 
liability. Don Splittstoesser will address the latest 
information concerning heat pasteurization, and 
Dale Wettlaufer, from Good Nature, will talk 
about small scale commercial designs for com
mercial pasteurization. In the afternoon, Mark 
McLellan will give an overview of some of the 
labor issues involved in safe cider processing. A 
cider processing demonstration and tasting will 
be held in the Pilot Plant, directed by McLellan 
and Bob Kime.
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New Oden Filler Unit

A
tart-tasting health drink was the first 
product to come pouring through the 
automated filler line in the Pilot Plant at 

Geneva. The new $50,000 state-of-the-art, single 
head, commercial product filler is capable of 
filling any product ranging in consistency from 
peanut butter to liquids such as wine. It was 
donated to the Experiment Station by the Oden 
Corporation of Buffalo, NY, in support of pro
grams in Food Science & Technology.

Jar sizes on-line can range from l/2 oz. to 
gallon jugs. The filler head can top-fill, or, if the 
product is foaming, fill from the bottom of the 
container up (the filling head rises slowly, stay
ing just below the product’s surface).

“The model in our pilot plant is capable of 
storing settings for 10 different container sizes 
and can be incorporated into a complete in-line 
system,” said Tracy Harris, research support 
specialist, who has been working with Bob 
Kirne, Pilot Plant Manager, and representatives 
from Oden to calibrate the system.

Oden sales representatives Gary Laidman 
and Bryan Ferry set up the filler. Kevin Taylor, 
an Oden Field technician, came to fine-tune the 
machine on its first use, demonstrate its capa
bilities and instruct on calibrating for different 
products/containers.

The test run of 500 l .5 liter bottles of the 
vinegar-based “Nature’s De-Lite” was a sweet 
sight to Dick Compo, a retired Chamber of 
Commerce executive from Seneca County, who 
first came to the Food Science & Technology 
Department several years ago for help with a 
health drink comprised of apple juice, grape 
juice, and apple cider vinegar.

“He asked if we could process a test size 
batch of the product in our Pilot Plant,” said 
Kime. Food scientists from Geneva were able to 
greatly improve its taste and clarity by the use of 
R. W. Kime’s patent #4,327,115 “Clarification 
of Fruit Juice With Honey.” The honey makes 
the drink smoother and fruitier, and helped 
eliminate the terrible haze problem in this type 
of drink.

Compo’s goal is to produce 100 gallons a 
week. “My first trial was 10 to 20 gallons,” said 
Compo. Seneca Food supplies the concentrates 
for the apple juice and the Concord grape juice. 
The drink retails for $5.95 in local health food 
and nutrition stores.

Vinegar has been mentioned in books and 
articles for many years as to its many mystical

health benefits. Those who tout its curative 
properties claim that cider vinegar lessens ar
thritis, helps with weight loss, cures gout, low
ers cholesterol, and dispels lethargy. Vinegar 
has long been touted as nature’s own cleansing 
agent, said Compo. If it is capable of cleaning 
kitchen drains, dissolving calcium and mineral 
deposits in pipes, and tenderizing meats, propo
nents say it will do the same job inside the body. 
Those who buy Nature’s De-Lite or its southern 
cousin, “Jogging in a Jug,” drink 2 ounces a day 
and say it leads to a healthier circulatory system 
and cleaner organs.

Nature’s De-Lite is one of the more un
usual products to come through the 10,000 sq. 
ft. Pilot Plant by way of the Food Venture 
Center. Dozens of companies have used the 
Pilot Plant facility in the last few years to 
develop new products and processing methods. 
They range in size from start-up entrepreneurs 
like Compo to larger companies like Seneca 
Foods, Hanover Brand and Campbell’s Soup.

“The Pilot Plant was in dire need of replac
ing 30 to 40 year old equipment, and to upscale 
the output to be able to process small commer
cial test batches,” said Kime. “Our old equip
ment was for processing 5 to 20 gallon test 
samples. For our department to help with startup 
companies and products, we need to be able to 
process 50 to 2,000 gallon test batches. The 
Oden filler now gives us that capability.”

The processing line at the Pilot Plant is

only as efficient as the slowest machine. If the 
pasteurizer can only handle 10 gallons an hour, 
it does not help for the bottler to handle 500 
gallons an hour. But a new pasteurizer is on the
way.

About $150,000 worth of new food pro
cessing equipment has been donated to the Pilot 
Plant in 1996 and 1997. The equipment is used 
by industry, faculty, graduate students. Geneva 
uses the equipment to help companies develop 
entirely new products, improve existing prod
ucts or processes and to perform FDA required 
thermal heat penetration studies. Researchers 
provide important feedback about operational 
characteristics, design, and performance of the 
equipment to the companies who have donated 
it. As a neutral site, Geneva also serves as a 
resource to demonstrate the equipment and/or 
discuss technical issues concerning its opera
tion with potential purchasers.

“Oden Fillers and the other companies— 
Pick Food Heaters, Thermaline Pasteurizers, 
Good Nature Presses & Frontier Presses— do
nating this expensive equipment have given us 
a good start on modernizing and increasing the 
efficiency of our Pilot Plant,” said Kime.

To date, the donated equipment includes a 
steam injection unit from Pick Heaters in Wis
consin, a juice extractor from Frontier Tech
nologies in Michigan, and a fruit elevator from 
Nabisco.

The Pilot Plant was originally built in
1960.
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"CALENDAR of EVENTS
MARCH 7-14, 1997

~~ SEMINARS 
HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

- - - - - -  EVENTS/MEETINGS
Tuesday, March 11,10:30 am
348 Morrison Hall, Ithaca
CALS Department and Section Chairs’ meeting

Thursday, March 13, 8:30 am
Auditorium, Jordan Hall 
Respiratory Protection Training

(MEETING, cont.)

Despite conservation efforts at the Station, 
utilities have been particularly expensive this 
year, with an anticipated shortfall of around 
$ 100,000. Much of the shortfall is due to the high 
cost of natural gas and the use of temporary 
boilers that only run on natural gas while the 
central heating plant is being renovated. The 
permanent boilers run on either natural gas or 
electricity and the Station switches between the 
two, depending on price.

A salary improvement program has been 
formally announced for Overtime Pay Eligible 
employees (OPEs). They received a $550 lump 
sum increase in April '96 and will be receiving a 
$700 lump sum increase in April ’97. In Septem
ber ’97 and in September ’98, there will be a 3.5% 
discretionary merit pool for OPE employees. The 
Overtime Pay Ineligible employees (OPIs) and 
Faculty salary improvement program is expected 
to be settled by June 30. “My best guess is that 
their increase will also be 3.5%,” said Dr. Hunter.

Major projects in design and construction 
include the asbestos abatement and renovation of 
Baron Laboratory, which is due to start in No
vember. The decommissioning and remediation 
of the old pesticide site is underway and reports of 
the first samples have indicated only “trace 
amounts” in the down-gradient leach field, said 
Dr. Hunter.

He reported that Human Resources is sched
uling a series of workshops for employees on 
managing stress and time management. Team 
building workshops are also available.

In his closing comments, Dr. Hunter noted 
that the Station will continue to promote the 
message that Geneva “is good for business.” He 
also noted that “we will be increasingly sending 
out the message that what Geneva does is also 
good for the environment and for consumers, 
too.”

He asked that employees continue to project 
a positive attitude and noted that “we are in a full- 
court press from now until next January when 
Governor Pataki submits his next Executive Bud
get” in our efforts to get the Geneva Plan in that 
budget.

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Topic:

Monday, March 10 
11:00 am
Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
Alison DeMaree 
Cooperative Extension 
Economics of New York Apple 
Orchards

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date: Tuesday, March 11
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Room A133, Barton Lab
Speaker: George Abawi, Professor

Plant Pathology, Geneva 
Topic: Impact on soil management

practices on root diseases of 
vegetable crops

FOOD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Date: Wednesday, March 12
Time: 10:30 am
Place: Food Science Conference Room,

2nd Floor
Speaker: Connie Weaver, Professor 

Food & Nutrition, Purdue 
University

Topic: “Bioavailability of Calcium.” “Are
you taking enough calcium in your 
diet?” “Can we prevent 
OSTEOPOROSIS?” Join us and 
listen to an expert.

ENTOMOLOGY
Date: Thursday, March 13
Time: 10:30 am
Place: The Paul J. Chapman

Conference Room 
Room 310, Barton Lab 

Speaker: Tony Shelton, Professor 
Entomology, Geneva

Topic: Managing Resistance in Transgenic
Plants: Is It Possible?

Social interaction time with speaker at 10:00 am 
Coffee & cookies will be available.

CLASSIFIEDS ~ — T
HOUSING NEEDED: Room/Apartment needed for a fe
male visiting scientist from France. April 27-October 26. 
Please call Herb or Andy at x266.
YOGA CLASSES will be offered on Wednesday evenings 
from 5:30-7:00 PM starting Wednesday April 2, 1997. A 
Saturday morning class will be offered from 10:15 am to 
11:45 am. The classes will take place at Hobart and William 
Smith Sport and Recreation Center, 283 Hamilton St. To pre
register, please call Anna Gilman at 789-7223, or e-mail to 
wdel@comell.edu.
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Station Club 
Membership Drive
By becoming a member you are 

entitled to REDUCED ticket 
prices for the banquet, holiday 

party, golf tournament, bowling 
party, and summer picnic.

Membership Cost is ONLY 

$5.00/family-$2.50/single 

Retirees:
$2.50/family-$1.25/single

CONTACT YOUR DEPARTMENT 
REPRESENTATIVE BY

MARCH 21:

A d m in istratio n C h arie  H ibbard
Buildings & Properties, Security,

Fleet & H eating  P lant Ralph D 'A m ato

C o m m u n ica tio n s Sandy A ntine lli
Entom ology D o n n a  Roelofs
Field Research  U n it A lan  Soper
Food S c ie n ce  & Technology  
H o rticu ltu ra l S c ie n ces

N ancy Long

H ed rick  H a ll G e m m a O sbo rne
Sturtevant H all C athy Roe

Integrated Pest M anagem ent Janet G a r lick
P lant G e n e tic  R eso u rces U n it Tiffany Fisk
P lant Pathology C o lle en  Van

mailto:wdel@comell.edu

