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-------- BRIEFS----------
W W W  SITE OF THE WEEK
Looking for a hard-to-find book? Or 

perhaps you have the urge to buy a new book 
but do not feel like hopping in the car and 
dri ving to your favorite bookstore? If so, you 
may want to check out Amazon.com at 
www.amazon.com. With over one million 
books “in stock”, Amazon.com bills itself 
quite modestly as the “Earth’s biggest book
store” . Amazon.com allows you to search 
through their catalog by either: title, author, 
subject or key word. Or if you are not look
ing for something in particular, you can 
browse through their “select choices”. How- 
ever you d ec ide  to brow se around, 
Amazon.com will give you a brief list and 
description of all books that meet your crite
ria. You may then add any book that you find 
worth buying into your electronic shopping 
cart. Once you are through shopping, 
Amazon.com will total up your purchase (if 
anything), ask for any information it needs 
(your address, your credit information, etc.) 
and then ship your purchase off to you. It is 
like having your own Barnes & Noble book
store— without the Cappuccino— right in
side your computer.

Note, even if you are not at the moment 
in the market to buy a new book, with such 
features as current book reviews, excerpts 
from books, interviews with authors, and 
even reading guides for book groups, 
Amazon.com can still be an interesting stop 
in your Web surfing.

John Zakour

HUNTING ON STATION PROPERTY
The Station is incorporating a Deer 

Hunting and Woodchuck control program 
as part of the management of field opera
tions. In the past couple of years, there has

(BRIEFS continued on page 3)

I n the winter meeting season fast approaching, you are what you present. For most researchers 
at the Experiment Station, that means a well-honed slide show with graphics that hold an 
audience’s attention, in a readable format that is effective without being overly enhanced. In 

an effort to facilitate the slidemaking effort on campus, Communications Services (CS) offers 
this user-friendly guide.

• WHAT SOFTWARE PROGRAMS DOES COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES SUP
PORT? We are a customer-oriented, Mac-based shop. We prefer PowerPoint 4.0. We support 
PowerPoint 4.0, 2.0, 3.0; MacDraw Pro; Canvas; Persuasion; and ClarisWorks.

• WHAT IF I HAVE A PC? On the PC side, we support PowerPoint 7.0 from a Windows 
environment but the file must be SAVED AS 4.0, with TrueType fonts selected.

• SHOULD I QUEUE THEM UP? Please, put all horizontal slides into one file and all verticals 
in a separate file except for Persuasion slides, when you simply have to check the correct 
orientation box (landscape or portrait). Please do not send slides as individual files; queue them 
into one file.

• WHAT ARE THE DEADLINES?: Usually, we are able to provide in-by-noon-out-by- 5- 
next-day service. Be advised that heavy workloads and special circumstances can extend this 
turnaround time, however. If you require same-day service, we can accommodate you but we 
charge double. The process takes about 6 hours under the very best of circumstances. We prefer 
as much time as possible, of course, and request you try and get slides to us 3 to a week before 
you need them especially at busy meeting times. If you are an off-campus customer, turnaround 
takes 5-7 working days because of the mail. Very infrequently, there are equipment failures. It 
is important you get your slides into Communication Services as soon as you can to be sure you 
(the customer) will not be making your talk without slides. (Continued on page 2)
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(SLIDES, cont.)

•  WHAT IF THIS IS MY FIRST TIME? If
you are a virgin slide maker, it is going to take 
you longer to get the kinks out of your presen
tation, so plan on it! We suggest you get help 
from a proficient user in your department and/ 
or send us a sample slide to test the format, 
color and type size you are using. You can also 
talk to us for guidance.

•HOW CAN I AVOID REDOING SLIDES?
The most common errors are wrongly sized 
slides and spelling errors. If we see slides that 
are not the right size, we send them back to you. 
But we do not look at every slide. It is up to you 
to proofread slides carefully. Use spellcheck. 
We suggest you also have someone else proof
read them.

• WHO CAN I TALK TO? Rob Way, x357, 
and Joe Ogrodnick, x324, are now handling all 
digital imaging requests at the Station out of 
the Photo Lab on the first floor in Barton Lab. 
Ask them questions about software, slide im
aging, formats, digital composits, and scan
ning. Bev Dunham, x249, is the technician 
who develops the film, mounts the slides, and 
contacts you by phone or email when your 
slides are done.

• WHY DOES CS PREFER POWER
POINT? PowerPoint is an incredibly versatile 
program that lets you create formal presenta
tions, including slides, speaker’s notes and those 
nifty handouts that gives an audience easy ref
erence to the information you presented after 
the lights go on. It is very user-friendly, and 
offers a number of templates that are easy to use 
and well-designed. PowerPoint also lets you 
easily create computer-based slide shows that 
use dynamic transition effects. Some of the 
slide presentations we see at conferences go 
directly from the presenter’s computer note
book to a projector to the screen. But beware, 
this technology is still in its infancy and is only 
as good as the tech support at the hotel or 
conference center you are going to attend. As in 
any innovation in the virtual reality age, if 
something is going to go wrong, it will.

• WHAT IS THE SPECIAL POWERPOINT 
FORMAT? In PowerPoint, under FILE, se
lect SLIDE SETUP, then select CUSTOM. 
For horizontal slides, make sure the WIDTH 
is 12.04 and the HEIGHT is 8.028. For verti
cal slides, those parameters are reversed. If you 
have questions about other software, talk to us. 
Most of the newer versions are very self- 
explanatory.

• WHAT ARE SOME DESIGN PARAM
ETERS? A well-designed slide does not use 
every color in the rainbow. Yellow text on a 
dark blue background reads well. We suggest 
you select a good template and stick to it. In the 
future, you may want to mix and match slides 
from different presentations so keeping a simi
lar format helps make all your presentations 
seamless. Do not crowd information into a 
slide. In general, use 28’ or 36’ for titles, and no 
smaller than 16’ for text. Bulleted text is reader- 
friendly. Audiences like to receive handouts of 
your slides with some space to take notes and 
your name and email address so they can 
contact you for further information.

• WHAT ABOUT SCANNING IMAGES 
INTO SLIDES? For slide output, the opti
mum scan should be done at 150 pixels per 
inch (dpi / ppi); anything more than that is a 
waste of memory. We suggest you figure out 
your presentation in advance, where you want 
the picture and how big you want it; then scan 
it at that size. Don’tjust scan at an arbitrary size 
and then figure you will shrink it later. The best 
results come from scans done at the size you 
want. If you are going to scan it yourself and 
have questions; talk to Rob or Joe. They have 
extensive experience optimizing scanned im
ages in PhotoShop. They prefer to scan and 
optimize for you and send you the files. If 
scanned output is going to the WWW only, 72 
dpi is fine. For that reason, when you pick up 
images from the WWW and copy them into a 
slide, the dpi is usually not of high enough 
resolution and people are unhappy with the 
results.

• HOW DO I GET MY SLIDES TO YOU?
1. If your file is under 2 MB, attach your slide 
file to an email message: Send it to 
slidemaker@nysaes.cornell.edu only. There 
is no need to send multiple copies to any other 
address.
2. If you file is over 2 MB, drop the file directly 
on the slide generator’s server. To do that: 
under APPLE, go to APPLESHARE, select 
ENTOMOLOGY ZONE, select 
SLIDEMAKER, connect as GUEST, select 
SLIDES TO BE IMAGED, and drop the 
folder of slides WITH YOUR NAME ON IT 
onto that drive. Then send an email message to 
slidemaker@nysaes.cornell.edu telling us who 
you are, when you need them, what you dropped 
onto the server, department to be billed and a 
contact #. If you do not understand these in
structions, call Rob at x 357 or Joe at x324.

3. If your file is on disk: Give the disk to Rob 
Way or Joe Ogrodnick in the photo lab in 
Barton. The disk should be labeled with your 
name, department and file name on the outside. 
Please put only the slides you want imaged on 
the disk. If not, at least tell us which file you 
want imaged.

• WHAT ELSE DOES CS NEED TO 
KNOW?? We need to know who you are! We 
need to know when you need your slides! And 
how many? In your email to 
slidemaker@nysaes.corndl.edu, tell us who 
you are, when you need your slides, howmany 
copies, what you are sending (how many, 
software), what department to bill, and an 
email address or phone number to contact you 
when the slides are ready. If someone else is 
going to be picking up your slides, you want to 
make other arrangements, or there are other 
details we need to know, tell us!

• WHERE DO I PICK UP MY SLIDES 
WHEN THEY ARE DONE? Slides can be 
picked up in the pick-up and drop-off box 
outside the Communications Services office in 
the basement of Jordan Hall, off the loading 
dock. Jordan Hall stays open until 6 pm.

• WHO CAN HAVE SLIDES DONE AT
CS? We image slides for Station employees, 
Station graduate students, a few customers 
from sister departments on the Ithaca campus, 
extension agents from all over New York, and 
some Station affiliates from the outside.

• WHAT EQUIPMENT DO YOU USE? We
image slides on a workhorse of a souped up 
Mac using a Lasergraphics Mark IV Film 
Recorder, which is one of the best in the 
business. We process two to eight rolls of E-6 
slide film daily using a Wing Lynch processor.

• WHAT DO YOU CHARGE? For Station 
employees, we charge $2.50/slide. ForCornell 
affiliates, we charge $3.50/slide. Forall others, 
$4.50.

• WHAT HELPS CS SERVE CUSTOM
ERS BEST? A little understanding goes a 
long way. You are not the only customer and 
yours are not the only slides or research we are 
documenting. We are very flexible and cus
tomer-oriented but lack of planning on your 
part does not constitute a crisis on our part. We

(Continued on page 3)
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(SLIDES, cont.)

search associates and special needs grad stu
dents on a wide variety of platforms on some 
very tight deadlines. We actually enjoy solv
ing your unusual software, platform or imag
ing problems, particularly when there is time 
to do so. From that point of view, we are an 
R&D communications lab. Our resources in
clude experts across campus and in other de
partments at other institutions.

• DO YOU HAVE A GENERIC TITLE 
SLIDE I CAN USE? Communications Ser
vices has a good aerial of the Station with the 
Cornell seal superimposed. If you want acopy, 
let us know, and we’ll give you one, gratis.

• WHAT IF I’M STILL USING DIAZOS?
Only dinosaurs use diazos. Now is a good time 
for those of you who are still having Diazo 
slides made to make the switch to computer 
slides. Diazo, like Dinosaur begins with the 
letter “D”, and like the dinosaur, diazos will 
sometime in the near future become extinct as 
the materials are becoming more difficult to 
get. The dyes used in Diazos are not as stable 
as those in Ektachrome and fade over time. 
Sign up for one of the Powerpoint Workshops 
the Library is sponsoring, or talk to Joe or Rob 
in the photo lab. Don’t be the only one at your 
national or international meetings projecting 
dinosa... diazos!

Linda McCandless

EDITOR’S NOTE: "Slide Anatomy 101” 
will soon be distributed as a handout to be 
used as an easy reference guide when mak
ing slides. It will also be available on the 
Communications Services website currently 
under construction. Be on the lookout fo r  
‘'Anatomy o f a Poster”— coming soon.

(BRIEFS, cont.)

been an increasing amount of damage occur
ring in research plots from these animals. 
After working with DEC and the Depart
ment of Natural Resources at Cornell, it was 
determined that the Station should develop a 
complete control program.

The deer control program includes use 
of electric fences, baiting the fences, use of 
repellents, nuisance permits and hunting 
during the legal deer hunting season. This 
year gun hunting season for deer is Novem

NOVEMBER SECOND TUESDAY ON 
SECOND WEDNESDAY

T he Second Tuesday satellite downlink from Cornell will be broadcast in November on 
the Second Wednesday, November 12. We will downlink this broadcast into the Staff 

Room of Jordan Hall and into the Conference Room of the Food Research Laboratory. One 
of the features of this month’s program that will be of particular interest to GENEVA people 
is that a live broadcast will be made from our Food Processing Pilot Plant. This will be a 
first such broadcast and we hope the start of more to be held in the future by other 
departments and units. The time of the broadcast is from 10:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. I will 
also be taping the program so that it will be available for later viewing if you are unable to 
catch one of the two live broadcasts on our campus. Below is the preliminary agenda for 
the program.

Pat Krauss

PRELIMINARY AGENDA
“Director’s Comments”
— Bill Lacy, Director, Cornell Cooperative Extension

“NYS Food Venture Center: Quietly Helping Local Economies”
—  Mark McLellan, Chairman, Dept, of Food Science and Technology
—  Olga Padilia-Zakour, Director, Food Venture Center

“NY Agriculture in the Classroom: New Initiatives”
— Andy Fagan, Coordinator, NYS Ag in the Classroom program

“National 4-H Ad Campaign/Community Service Programming”
— Ron Jones, State Program Leader, Cornell Cooperative Extension
—  Michele Ledoux, 4-H/HumEc Program Leader, Oswego Association

“The Public Work Tradition in Cooperative Extension”
— Scott Peters, Specialist in Public Work, University of Minnesota Extension Service 

‘"Newly Elected Officials Training ’97 — Satellite Preview”
—  Eric Lerner, Extension Associate, Community & Rural Development Institute (CaRDI)

“Association of Cornell Cooperative Extension Educators Annual M eeting”
— Nancy Potter, Extension Educator, Tompkins Association
— Andy Turner, Extension Educator, Rockland Association

ber 17 through December 16. Gun hunters 
(Station employees only) will be allowed to 
hunt on Station property.

These hunters can be identified by the 
orange vests they will be wearing with 
NYS AES printed on them. They will also be 
wearing orange hats. Project leaders and 
technicians are encouraged to wear light- 
colored clothing in the field during this time. 
To check to see if a hunter is on a farm you 
can call Security (x215). Hunters are re

quired to sign in. Also, you can report to 
Security that you will be in your plot and for 
hunters to stay out (include block code and 
time you will be there). You will need to sign 
up daily. If you do find hunters in your plot 
inform them that you will be working there 
and that they will have to move elsewhere.

For m ore in fo rm ation , to voice your 
co ncerns, or to sign up to p a rtic ip a te , 
call M ark L. S co tt, x296 , F ie ld  R e
search  U nit.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
NOVEMBER 7-14, 1997

~~ EVENTS/MEETINGS "
Friday, November 7, 6:00 pm
Club 86, Avenue E 
Station Club Banquet

Saturday, November 8, 6:00 pm
Auditorium, Jordan Hall
Holiday Craft Fair and Book Sale

Wednesday, November 12, 10:00 am
Room 401,Warren Hall, Ithaca 
CALS Managers’ meeting

Wednesday, November 12, 3:00 pm
Rm. A -133, Barton Lab
Chairs' and Unit Leaders' meeting,

( o f —  DEAD LINES"

Monday, November 10
Sweet Corn proposals and progress reports 
due in Director’s Office.

Monday, November 11
Cabbage proposals and progress reports due 
in Director’s Office.

PEOPLE
A Note o f Thanks:
I would like to thank all my coworkers and 
friends for the support given after the recent 
death of my father.

John Pollino

DATES TO SAVE
Statian Cluh ^ a liday T arty

Jordan Hall • December 7

Informal Folk Music Group
Every Tuesday at Noon • Sawdust Cafe

- - - - -  C LASSIFIED-- - - - - - - “

FOR RENT; Unfurnished apartment, 2 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen available in home at 502 South 
Main Street, Geneva. Ideal for two students. $600 per 
month includes utilities. Call Chris at 789-3230.

ROOM AVAILABLE: Furnished room and bath
available in lovely older home, 502 South Main St., 
Geneva. Kitchen and laundry privileges. $280 per month. 
Call Chris at 789-3230.

FOR SALE: 1984 Buick Electra SW, 3 seats, Loaded, 
runs excellent, good cond., 154,000mi, $895. Call Dave 
x278 or 585-2248.

SEMINARS
HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

Date: Monday, November 10
Time: 11:00 am
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Speaker: Anne Westman, Ph.D. Candi

date, Plant Breeding, USDA- 
ARS, PGRU, Griffin, GA 

Topic: Application of simple sequence
repeat (SSR) markers to describe 
variation in Brassica species

ENTOMOLOGY
Date: Tuesday, November 11
Time: 10:30 am
Place: The Paul J. Chapman

Conference Room 
Room 310, Barton Laboratory 

Speaker: Dr. Gregory English-Loeb, As
sistant Professor, Department of 
Entomology,Cornell University, 
NYSAEs"

Topic: Interactions Between Mites &
Plant Pathogens and Implications 
for Biological Control of Grape 
Pests

There will he a period o f social interaction 
with the speaker at 10:00 AM.

Coffee and cookies will be provided.

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date: Tuesday, November 11
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Room A 133, Barton Laboratory
Speaker: Tom Herlache, Department of

Plant Pathology, Cornell Uni
versity, NYSAES 

Topic: Characterization of
Agrobacterium vitis pehA and 
its relationship to host specific 
necrosis

PGRU
Date: Wednesday, November 12
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Jordan Hall
Speaker: Dr. Stephen Kresovich, USDA-

ARS, Plant Genetic Resources 
Conservation Unit, Griffin, GA 

Topic: “Where the Rubber Meets the
Road: Genomics and Agricul
tural Genetic Resources”

D e t e  rum ination t u r n s  

1 © L stac les  in to  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING 
COMPUTER WORKSHOPS

The workshops in the Library Technology 
Center have successfully started in the computer 
lab, room B4, Jordan Hall. The schedule can be 
viewed here below or in detail at 
www.nysaes.cornell.edu/library/index_htlm 
There is still room in most of the workshops for 
those of you who have not yet signed up. Register 
today by clicking on register on the calendar page 
or send an e-mail to Jane Irwin, at mji4, submit
ting your name, e-mail address and the course/ 
courses you are interested in.

November 10, 2-4 pm.
Library Resources
Instructors: Peter McDonald and Jane Irwin -

November 10 and 12, 8-9:30 am.
Power Point 
Instructor: Pal Krauss

November 14, 9-12 am and 1:30-4:30 pm.
Excel
Instructor: Cheryl TenEyck

November 17, 2-4 pm and November 20, 9-11 
am.
Mann Gateway
Instructors: Peter McDonald and Jane Irwin

November 24, 2-4 pm and December 4, 9-11 
am.
Web Resources/Search
Instructors: John Zakour and Jane Irwin

November 26, 2-4 pm and December 11, 9-11 
am.
HTML Basics
Instructors: Cathy Wceden and John Zakour

December 1 and 3, 8-9:30 am.
Claris Works 
Instructor: Pat Krauss

December 8, 8-9:30 am and December 18, 10- 
11:30 am.
MAC Basics
Instructors: John Barnard and Pat Krauss

December 10, 2-4 pm.
End Note
Instructor: Jane Irwin

December 15, 9-11 am.
CU See-Me 
Instructor: Pat Krauss

December 17, 2-4 pm.
HTML Advanced
Instructors: John Zakour and Cathy Wceden

December 19, 9-11 am.
Excel - Intermediate 
Instructor: Cheryl TenEyck

http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/library/index_htlm

