NEW«YORK*STATE*AGRICULTURAL»EXPERIMENT»STATION

CORNELL

U N I V E R S I T Y

VOLUME

Station News

LXXVIII • NO. 41

LIBRARY NEWS
New in the Library is now available on the
Web
for
O cto b er
at
c h ttp ://
www.nysaes.cornell.edu/iibrary/new.html> or
by going to the Geneva Library Home Page
and clicking on collection and then on October
1997.

WWW SITE NEWS
Looking for news on the Web? You may
want to try “Yahoo News and Events” at:
www.yahoo.com/headlines/. Yahoo is one of
the oldest, largest and most popular indexes of
sites on the Web. What you may not know is
that Yahoo, through Reuters News, is also one
of the finest news services on the Web. While
Yahoo News may not have the glitter and flare
of such total news mega sites as CNN.com and
abcnews.com, if you want just the news with
out a lot of graphics and special effects, Yahoo
is a solid, fast loading, easy-to-read choice.
Yahoo News has the following categories:
Tops Stories, Business, Technology, World,
Sports, E ntertainm ent, Politics, Health,
Weather, Human Interests and Community.
You may browse through any category by
either headlines which are linked to summa
ries or you can go directly to the summaries.
Some categories offer nice extras. For instant,
Business has up-to-the-hour stock quotes.
Sports has a scoreboard that constantly up
dates as games progress. The entertainment
area offers movie reviews either via the vari
ous new services or E-online. The weather
section offers local five-day forecasts. (Be
advised, the closest they get to Geneva is either
Ithaca, Rochester, or Syracuse.) All headlines
are updated as warranted as the day progresses.
Often it is possible to “hear” it on Yahoo’s
Reuters News before you hear it any where
else.
John Zakour
(BRIEFS continued on page 3)
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Plant Profile o f the Week brought to you by the Geneva Arboretum Association

ADMIRE THE BURNING BUSH
ne of the most striking ex
amples of fall foliage can
now be seen throughout the
Experiment Station campus in the
form of the popular shrub Euony
mus alata, the Winged Euonymus.
or Burning Bush. Groupings of
these vivid scarlet shrubs can be
seen in several places on campus:
surrounding the service parking
area directly behind Hedrick Hall;
at the top end of the Rock Garden facing North Street; to the left of the PGRU building facing
the Fleet garage parking lot; and in the shrub grouping between the water tower and Station
pavilion. These shrubs are members of the Celastraceae or Bittersweet family, a widespread
group of about 700-900 species, most from tropical and subtropical regions, with some
members in temperate North America, Europe and Asia.
Euonymus, a large genus with 175 species of trees and shrubs scattered from the
Himalayas to China and Japan, is one of the 55 genera in the bittersweet family. Six
Euonymus species are commonly found in eastern North America. Native species include
Burning Bush or Eastern Wahoo, (E. atropurpureus), Strawberry Bush (E. americcinus) and
Running Strawberry Bush (£. obovatus). The introduced species include W inged
Euonymus(£. alata), from eastern Asia, and SpindleTree (£. europaeus) and W intercreeper
{E. fortuneii), from Europe. Common characteristics of all six species are the structure of
flowers and fruits, the opposite paired leaves, and four-sided twigs.
Easiest to recognize is the Station’s Winged Euonymus (£. alata). No other shrub in the
East has those thin, blade-like corky ridges on the four sides of its twigs. It is an eye-catcher
from all directions, with brilliant red to translucent pink fall foliage, and red fruit with purple
arils (berry-like capsules or seed coverings). It becomes a medium-sized, broad round shrub
with stiff stratified horizontal branches, and can reach nine feet in height.
W intercreeper (E. fortuneii) is evergreen, with its thick glossy green leaves retaining
their bright color throughout the winter. It is also unique in that it can grow as a trailing
rooting shrub or a vine climbing up to 20 feet high through the use of adhesive aerial rootlets
erupting from new green stems. The fruits are bright orange, covered by a smooth white aril.
These shrubs are popular as foundation plantings and come in many horticultural varieties.
Regrettably, this species is a favorite for scale insects, which may decimate the shrubs over
time.
The Strawberry Bushes are best recognized by their green, four-sided twigs and unique
fruit. They are sometimes called Bursting-heart Bush as the bright orange fruits seem to
explode out of their coverings. The two forms of Strawberry Bush can be differentiated by
leaf shape and habit. Running Strawberry Bush, with its trailing habit, is a low shrub up to
(Continued on page 2)
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(BURNNING BUSH, com.)
one foot tall. It roots at leaf joints and thus
forms dense mats. Its leaves are widest near
the tip. Strawberry Bush is an upright me
dium-sized shrub of straggling habitthatgrows
up to eight feet tall with evenly lanceolate
leaves.
The native Burning Bush (Eastern Wahoo) and introduced (European) Spindle Tree
aresimilarly unique in their fruit whichclosely
resembles popcorn attached by long thin stalks
to the twigs. Eastern Wahoo, with its scarlet
arils and purple fruits, can be easily distin
guished from Spindle Tree which has orange
arils and pink fruits. Eastern Wahoo’s species
name “atropurpureus” means dark purple and
refers to its fruit color. Both these Burning
Bushes are upright shrubs with elegant sym
metry and branching. Eastern Wahoo is ex
tremely hardy, often planted along roadsides
and highways for its bright red fall color. It is
a fast-growing, short-lived, large shrub or
small tree with wide, flat-topped irregular
crown that grows up to 25 feet high. It occurs
commonly in open woodlands and woodland
benders, in thickets and ravines, and on hill
sides. Spindle Tree or European Euonymus is
a large, vigorous, bushy, upright shrub or
small tree, that grows up to 25 feet.
The genus name Euonymus means “of
auspicious name,” referring to supposed me
dicinal qualities of many of the species. NOT!
Most, like our Eastern Wahoo, contain strong
purgatives and laxatives which were used by
American Indians and pioneers for this pur
pose (hence the name “Wahoo” !). This some
times resulted in internal damage and the plant
was subsequently banned for medicinal use
by the United States FDA. The seeds, twigs,
and leaves can also be toxic and potentially
fatal to livestock that feed on them. Both bark
and roots contain compounds similar to those
found in foxglove. On a more aesthetic note,
Euonymus wood is a favorite wood of sculp
tors. Artists also prefer it to make charcoal.
Euonymus bark was often used in tanning fine
leathers.
The name Euonymus remains appropri
ate and “auspicious” is true of its use as an
ornamental because of the attractive fall foli
age, the unique, colorful four-lobed or fourcelled fruit, and four-sided ridged twigs. The
local Euonymus flower from May to June. The
fruits persist on slender stems throughout the
winter. Consider one or more Euonymus spe
cies as a delightful fall and winter contrast to
add to your home landscape.
-Cathy Heidenreich

Friday, Oct. 17 2-3:30pm
Room B4, Jordon Hall Basement

he much anticipated lib ra ry Technology Center is now
I up ond running. The Library invites oil to come and partici
pate ot the Open House oP this state-oP-the-art learning cen
ter Featuring s ix work sta tio n s and o teacher's station on
Macintosh 8 6 0 0 /2 0 0 with network capabilities and access to
the Internet. Hardware ond soPtware will be demonstrated.

Refreshments will be upstairs in the Jordan Hall Lounge.
(BRIEFS, Com.)

BOWHUNTING ON
STATION PROPERTY

CLEARANCE SALE ON
STATION WEAR

People interested in Bowhunting on the
Station’s Farms should contact Mark Scott in
the Field Research Unit at x296 or e-mail
mls32 to sign-up. For those who are inter
ested, there will be a lunchtime meeting to go
over safety and other concerns on Tuesday,
October 14. This program is to help control
deer on the station’s farms. In order to hunt
on the Station’s farms you must be an em
ployee of the Station. If you have any ques
tions or comments, please feel free to contact
Mark.

Station Club is anxiously awaiting ap
proval of the new design for Station wear with
anticipation of delivery of goods in time for
this year’s craft fair/book sale on November 8
(just in time for holiday shopping).
This means we have to clear out the old
stock to make room for the new. This is your
last chance to buy fashions with the famous
cupola design and now at rock-bottom prices!
Sizes are limited, so hurry! The Bulletin
Office hours are M onday-Friday 8:00 amNoon. See prices in last week's News.
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Tuesday, October 21, 3:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Geneva Faculty Meeting

Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Topic:

USED BOOKS WANTED
It’s time to do your annual book shelf
cleaning! The Library will be accepting
book donations (jigsaw puzzles and board
games, also) on November 6 and 7 only for
the Station Craft Fair and Book Sale to be
held Saturday, November 8. No magazines,
please. For every three books you donate,
you will receive one free!

OUTSTANDING EMPLOYEE
NOMINATIONS BEING SOUGHT
This year’s Outstanding Employee of the Year
will be announced at the November 7 Station
Club Banquet. Send your letter of nomination
to Colleen VanAllan via campus mail or Email (cmh6@nysaes.comell.edu) by Friday,
October 17. It’s an easy way to give that co
worker a well deserved pat on the back.

Date:
Time:
Place:

Tuesday, October 21
10:30 am
The Paul J. Chapman
Conference Room
Room 310, Barton Laboratory
Speaker: Dr. Jeffrey Scott,
Associate Professor
Department of Entomology,
Cornell
Topic:
Understanding Insecticide
Resistance: The Cytochrome
P450 Monooxygenases
There will be a period of social interaction
with the speaker at 10:00 AM.
Coffee and cookies will be provided.

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE: 4 Goodyear Tiempo 185/75R14 M+S
tires. Good condition. $60 for all. Contact Rick at x303.
FOR RENT: Very nice, 2nd floor, one bedroom
apartment with parking and private entrance. Call for
additional features, 789-7296.
FOR SALE: 89 Dodge Colt, blue, 126K, 35/40 gas
mileage. Well-maintained. Asking $1,000 or best of
fer. Contact Nancy at x323 or call 789-5214 after 6:00
pm.

Monday, October 20
11:00 am
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Dr. Randy Beaudry
Department of Horticulture,
Michigan State University
Chlorophyll fluorescence as a
tool for estimating stages of
ripening and senescence of
apple and tomato fruit

ENTOMOLOGY

Topic:

ONTRAIO-YATES HOSPICE presents "A Fash
ionable Affair". An elegant family fashion show to
benefit the patients and families of Ontario-Yates Hos
pice will be held from noon to 4:00 pm on Sunday,
November 2, in the Ballroom at the Ramada Inn in
Geneva. Donation of $25 includes fashion show, social
hour, luncheon and dooi pn 2.es. F ot rickets, call 7810071 or 1-800-489-0773.

DATES TO SAVE

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

EVENTS/MEETINGS

Tuesday, October 21,10:30 am
Lounge, Jordan Hall
Geneva Administrative Study/Managers
Group Meeting

~

Tuesday, October 21
3:30 pm
Room A 133, Barton Lab
Desen Zheng
Department of Plant Pathology,
Geneva
Characterization of the mitochon
drial cytochrome b gene encoding
the target site of Strobilurin fungi
cides in Venturia inaeqalis

FOOD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Date:
Time:
Place:

Wednesday, October 22
10:30 am
FST Conference Room,
Second Floor
Speaker: Dr. Randy Beaudry,
Visiting Scientist
Michigan State University
How Modified Atmosphere
Topic:
Packaging Affects
the Aroma Profile of Apple

S tation C lub
Banquet
F rid ay, N o v e m b e r 7 • C lu b 8 6
F ea tu rin g th e band E C O

Station Club
d fo lid a y T a r ty

Jordan T a ll
Sunday^, fDecember 7
Watch future News for more details

20th Annual

Holtbap Craft Jfatr
anb
Pook i§>ale
Bforban Hall
|§>aturt>ap, dBohember 8
See posters in your department

Informal Folk
Music Group
Every Tuesday at Noon
• Sawdust Cafe
Bring an instrument, y o u r voice,
or a favorite song!

