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PEST MANAGEMENT RESEARCH HELPS 
ROMANIANS GROW APPLES

ANALYTICAL LABS REORGANIZE
The Department of Food Science & 

Technology has announced a reorganization 
of the Cornell Analytical Labs.

Effective immediately, Dr. Pirn Kovach 
will assume the responsibilities of the Asso
ciate Director of Laboratory Operations. With 
this new position, Dr. Kovach will be re
sponsible for all laboratory functions. All 
laboratory personnel within the analytical 
labs will be under the direct supervision of 
Associate Director of Laboratory Operations.

Dr. Terry Spittler will take on the posi
tion of Associate Director for Programs. As 
such, he will be the primary spokesperson 
for the program outside of Cornell and will 
be the lead negotiator for contracts and grants 
to the program. Dr. Spittler will continue to 
serve as the Director of the IR-4 Northeast 
Regional Lab.

It is expected that the two Associate 
Directors will work together to effectively 
build an exciting and viable program. Dr. 
Dick Durst will continue as the faculty mem
ber in charge of the program.

CORRECTION
In last w eek’s Station News, the 

WRONG publication code was used in the 
story on the IPM grape manual. When order
ing Grape 1PM in the Northeast, please refer 
to it by code 102IPM21 I.

RESPIRATOR TRAINING AND 
FITTING SCHEDULED

Training and fitting of respirators by 
Environmental Health and Safety is sched
uled to be held on the Geneva campus on the 
following dates:

• Monday, March 4
• Monday, March 11
• Wednesday, March 13

Reservations for fit testing are to be 
made with Charie Hibbard at x203 or e-mail 
at cah3@nysaes.cornell.edu.

Environmental Health and Safety offi
cials will be bringing respirator equipment 
with them, so individuals may get new respi
rators or replacement items on the spot. Please 
note: In order to be fit tested, individuals must 
be clean-shaven and should not smoke 30 
minutes before the scheduled fit test. EH&S 
also has available disposable clothing, nitrile 
gloves, goggles, and hearing protection, but 
will not be bringing these materials with them 
this year because of space limitations in their 
vehicle. If you need any of this equipment, 
you should order it directly from EH&S by 
calling 8-4-4473. It will be sent to our cam
pus. (Continued on page 2)

T|o help reduce pesticide use in European apple orchards, 
growers in Romania can now grow scabfree fruit without 

having to rely entirely on chemical solutions.
Working cooperatively, scientists in Romania and at Cornell’s 
New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, started a project 
to grow scab-free apples varieties developed by Romanian apple 
breeders to resist scab, which causes a rough-shaped lesion on the 
fruit.

“Because for centuries they have been growing fruit like 
pears, plums and apples, the Romanians are inherently good 
horticulturists,” said Harvey Reissig, professor of entomology at 
the Experiment Station, who is one of five scientists from the 
station involved in the program. “Since they are experienced, it’s fairly easy to translate our 
information to them.”

By using integrated pest management, U.S. scientists have been able to show that apples 
can be grown using lower amounts of pesticide. IPM is the multi-strategy approach 
agriculturists employ to reduce pesticide use, while obtaining high yields in the orchards and 
fields. Tactics include crop rotation, the use of natural/biological control methods, pest 
resistant plant varieties, pest prevention techniques, biopesticides, and pest attractants and 
repellants.

Through international cooperation, western scientists met with Romanian agricultur
ists and began a program that would bring essential help. The program is “Small Scale, 
Sustainable, IPM and Production Systems for Apples in Romania,” a cooperative project 
between Cornell University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the University of 
Massachusetts. The program was the subject of the latest New York Food and Life Science 
Bulletin, #146, published last week by Communications Services in Geneva. The project 
was funded by the USDA’s Office of International Cooperative Development.

In addition to Reissig, the scientists participating in the project include: Arthur Agnello, 
associate professor ofentomology; Joseph Kovach, fruit IPM coordinator: Terence Robinson, 
associate professor of horticulture; and Wayne Wilcox, associate professor of plant 
pathology.

Romania grows more than 240,000 acres of apples, making it one of the top apple- 
producing countries in the world. The large government orchards are being broken up, thus 
many of the country’s small farms lack the desperately needed financial resources to 
purchase new equipment or even to buy critical pesticides. The potential of losing their crop 
to the apple scab became a problem.

Apple scab, insect and mite pests are more difficult to control in Romania than in 
commercial orchards in the U.S. The western scientists learned that most homes in the 
country’s Curtea de Arges region have a few apple trees that had never been sprayed for 
pests. Furthermore, in commercial orchards, the older, poorly (Continued on page 2)

Comparison o f apple foliage on 'Jonathan' apple trees in an orchard treated with a 
standard program (left) and in an 1PM-demonstration plot (right) in Romania.
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THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR
MARCH 1-8, 1996

EVENTS • M EETING S

Monday, March 4, 6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
English as a Second Language

Wednesday, March 6, 6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
English as a Second Language

— ”  SEMINARS

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES
Date: Monday, March 4
Time: 11:00 am
Place: Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Speaker: Terry Acree

Department of Food Science 
and Technology

Topic: The role of flavor science in
horticulture

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date: Tuesday, March 5
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: Room A 133, Barton Lab
Speaker: Les Szabo

USDA-ARS Cereal Rust Lab 
University of Minnesota,
St. Paul

Topic: Mapping avirulence genes in the
rust fungus, Puccinia graminis

maintained spray equipment did not adequately cover the trees, and the growers have not 
been apprised of the optimum spraying times— leading either to too much or too little 
application of pesticide.

Reissig reports that newer, environmentally friendly 
compounds not yet available to growers in the U.S. are 
commonly used in Europe and are registered for use on 
apples in Romania. He indicated that one advantage of 
cooperating with the Romanians is that western scientists get 
a preview of the compounds’ efficacy. He also said that 
western scientists also gain experience working with small- 
scale, sustainable environments.

Successfully battling apple pests is only part of the 
problem, gaining consumer acceptance is the another prob
lem. Romanian consumers currently enjoy the Delicious,
Golden Delicious, Rome and the Jonathan apples, and have 
yet to try the new scab-free varieties. The marketability of 
these new fruit is unknown, but western researchers are 
confident that these new cultivars will eventually gain public 
acceptance. -B.Friedlander

Comparison of 'Delicious’ 
apples grown in a fanner's 
orchard treated with a stan
dard pesticide program (top) 
of photo) and in an IPM-dem- 
onstration plot (bottom of 
photo).

(BRIEFS, cont.)

PESTICIDE APPLICATOR’S UPDATE SET
All certified pesticide applicators should plan on attending the Annual Pesticide Applicator’s 

Update scheduled for Tuesday, March 12, from 8:30am-noon, in the Auditorium, Jordan Hall. 
Also, preceding the Annual Pesticide Applicator's Update will be a Pseudocholinesterase 
testing program/information session from 8:00-8:30 am, in the Staff Room, Jordan Hall. This 
program is for participants in the Cholinesterase monitoring program and will be presented by 
Vivian Hsiao, Nurse Practitioner, Gannet Health Service. Supervisors are encouraged to attend.

See last week’s News for the complete program agenda.

TEMPORARY DOWN TIME FOR TIE LINE
The tie line between Geneva and Ithaca-will be down on Saturday, March 2, beginning at 

6:00 am. This will affect computer networks and phones. If all goes well, the tie line should be 
back some time Saturday. This outage is because equipment is being moved at the Ithaca end.

FOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Date: Wednesday, March 6
Time: 10:30 am
Place: Conference Room, Food Science
Speaker: Frank Duncan

Glass Packaging Institute 
Topic: Glass Containers New Coatings,

New Construction, New Future

ENTOMOLOGY
Date: Thursday, March 7
Time: 10:30 am
Place: The Paul J. Chapman

Conference Room,
Room 310, Barton Lab 

Speaker: Dr. Stuart Krasnoff
Postdoctoral Research 
Entomologist
USDA-ARS, Plant Protection 

- - Research Unit; Ithaca 
Topic: Behavioral Effects of the

Entomopathogenic Fungus, 
Entomophthora muscae on its 
Host, Musca domestica:
Postural Changes in Dying 
Hosts and Gated Pattern of 
Mortality

There will be a period o f social in teraction 
with the speaker at 10:00 am. Coffee and 

cookies will be sewed.

"CLASSIFIED

FORSALE: Lamb ready for your freezer, Cuttoyour 
specifications Quarters, halves, or wholes. S 2.50/lb 
(cut, wrapped, frozen). Delivery March 15. Contact 
Dona Soper, x234 or 716/526-5068.
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