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VEGETABLE
CONFERENCE
A ‘HUGE SUCCESS’

------------- BRIEFS-------------ADMINISTRATION ANSWERS
QUESTIONS ON SALARY
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
The following information is provided
by Administration in response to questions
raised regarding the 1996 salary improve
ment program. The program for Statutory
employees has not been finalized yet, but the
tentative plan outlines a one-time payment
to OPE employees around April. The imple
mentation instructions, and even the amount
has not been officially announced. For fac
ulty and OPI employees, the salary improve
ment program will likely be tied to the con
tract settlement between the SUNY faculty
union (UUP) and New York State. This
agreement is still pending but the feeling is
that settlement is forthcoming in the next
month.
All Station employees will be notified
once the programs are approved and an
nounced.

NEW RASPBERRY VARIETIES
RELEASED
The Geneva Experiment Station may
release two raspberry varieties in the near
future, according to Dr. Marvin Pritts of
Cornell University.
NY 7 is a late-season summer red rasp
berry w ith large fruit, high productivity, and
good flavor. It has not shown symptoms of
Phytophthora root rot over 14 years of ob
servations.
NY 1009 is a raspberry with the poten
tial to serve as a double cropper. The sum
mer crop is very early, and the fall crop
ripens with Heritage.
Plant requests should be made through
Kevin Maloney, Department of Horticul
tural Sciences, in Geneva.
(Continued on page 2)
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ur conference was a huge success and
I if you weren’t there, you should have
been,” said the ever-energetic confer
ence co-chairwoman, Jean Warholic.
Roughly 1,200 people attended the 1966
New York State Vegetable Conference which
was held in Syracuse Feb. 6-8. Many faculty
and staff from the Geneva Experiment Sta
tion attended or participated in the confer
tp
c *
ence, particularly from the Horticultural
Sciences and Entomology departments. Ever
since the vegetable growers started holding
their own conference separately from the
New York State Horticultural Society, in 1989, the conference has grown dramatically.
The purpose of the conference is to hold statewide meetings for fresh market and
processing vegetables, and to allow the various commodity groups to hold annual meetings
and share information based on research and experiences gained in previous years’ growing
seasons. Educational sessions were held on potatoes, beans, peas, cabbage, sweet corn,
onions, trickle irrigation and vine crops. This year’s conference also featured special
sessions on garlic and shallots, asparagus and rhubarb, and an all-day tomato school. Over
80 exhibitors were featured in the even-popular trade show.
“The primary reason for the record attendance is that every session had several topnotch speakers,” said Stephen Reiners, associate professor of Horticultural Sciences at the
Experiment Station, and conference co-chair, who noted that the six statewide vegetable
meetings he participated in while at Rutgers never went so well.
“Many of the speakers are from out of state,” he said. “It gives a broader perspective
when growers can see what is going on in Ohio, New Jersey, Wisconsin, Michigan and
Ontario.” Reiners also praised the hands-on demonstrations in many of the sessions. “There
were cabbage and onion varieties for people to see, computer demos, and the basics of how
I

to set up trickle irrigation system s.” R einers also praised the efforts o f the organizing

committee of extension people who choose the different sessions. “Each one has different
interests and contacts so we have very heterogeneous sessions,” he said.
One of the purposes of the conference is to present research findings to the different
commodity groups that fund them. Hugh Price, chairman of the Horticultural Sciences
Department at Geneva, spoke at the cabbage session about future funding for the crop.
“I explained that the federal government has made the decision to fund only fundamen
tal research through the National Research Initiative (NRI) grants. Applied research on
cabbage is not competitive for these funds,” noted Price. “The state of New York is putting
their dollars into salaries for researchers and support staff and facilities such as the
NYSAES. There is no money to pay the costs of fertilizer, pesticides and labor that are
(Continued on page 2)
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required in doing applied research on cab
bage.” Price firmly believes that industry
must fund this type of research. “We dis
cussed the pros and cons of a mandatory
contribution program versus a voluntary
program,” he said. ‘‘I recommended the
establishment of a Research and Develop
ment Fund such as is in effect for onions
and apples.” The suggestion was well re
ceived and Price is working with the NYS
Cabbage Research Association to petition
the Commissioner of Ag & Markets to
establish such a fund. If the petition is
accepted by the Commissioner, it will be
followed by open hearings. The final step
would be a referendum put to a vote of the
cabbage growers.
“A R&D Fund on cabbage would be a
tremendous benefit to the New York cab
bage industry and to the applied research
programs at Cornell University,” said Price.
Another first at this year’s conference
were the “Basics of Internet” and on-line
demonstrations. “They were particularly
popular,” said Warholic.
“The vegetable growers showed strong
interest,” said Cheryl TenEyck, IPM Pro
gram Analyst, who helped participants surf
the Net. “Growers were interested in the
pest forecasts as well as the weather fore
casts which are available through the North
east Weather Association bulletin board,”
she said. “Another strong area of interest
was in the faxes which are also available
through the Northeast Weather Associa
tion.”
“Grower interest in developing the
Northeast Weather Association was high,”
said Curt Petzoldt, associate director of the
NYS IPM Program. Petzoldt is instrumen
tal in trying to further develop a statewide
organization of vegetable and fruit grow
ers that will deliver near real-time weather
and pest information helpful in monitoring
and pest management decisions.
The conference is co-sponsored by
Corned Cooperative Extension in coop
eration with the New York State Vegetable
Growers Association, Inc., and the Empire
State Potato Club, Inc. Proceedings of the
conference are available for $14 postpaid
from the NYS Vegetable Growers, by con
tacting the group at PO Box 4256, Ithaca,
NY 14852-4256, or by calling Jean
Warholic at 607-539-7648.
^
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RESPIRATOR TRAINING AND FITTING SCHEDULED
Training and fitting of respirators by Environmental Health and Safety is scheduled to
be held on the Geneva campus on the following dates:
• Monday, February 26
• Monday, March 4

• Monday, March 1 1
• Wednesday, March 13

Reservations for fit testing are to be made with Charie Hibbard at x203 or e-mail at
cah3@nysaes.cornell.edu.
Environmental Health and Safety officials will be bringing respirator equipment with
them, so individuals may get new respirators or replacement items on the spot. Please note:
In order to be fit tested, individuals must be clean-shaven and may not smoke 30 minutes
before the scheduled fit test. EH&S also has available disposable clothing, nitrile gloves,
goggles, and hearing protection, but will not be bringing these materials with them this year
because of space limitations in their vehicle. If you need any of this equipment, you should
order it directly from EH&S by calling 8-4-4473. It will be sent to our campus.

HISTORICAL SEEDS DONATED TO STATION
Pauline McCormick of the Second Hand Shop on Castle Street has donated an
assortment of historical vials of vegetable seeds dating back to 1882 to the Experiment
Station. Dan Weinstock brought the seeds to Professor Emeritus Ed Glass to determine
whether they might have originated at the Station.
“The evidence strongly supports the conclusions that these truly did originate from the
Station Seed laboratory,” said Glass, who proceeded to explain why. “In the first place,
McCormick obtained them from the house on Maxwell Avenue where Stuart Patrick lived.”
[Stuart was in charge of the seed laboratory for many years).] “Also, the dates on some of
the vials are 1882 and 1883, the first two years that the Station was in operation,” said Glass.
The first Station annual reports record that seed samples were purchased and tested for
germination and trueness to label claims. Thirdly, some of the newer vials are exactly the
same as those that have been in use in recent times and the cardboard box resembles the
boxes used for sending seed samples.
“The seeds may or may not have any scientific value,” said Glass, who accepted the
seeds on behalf of the Station.

TAX INFORMATION ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB
A new home page created by the Internal Revenue Service offers tax forms and
publications, answers to basic questions, an interactive program designed to identify the
user’s particular circumstances, and summaries of 150 different tax topics. Also available
are summaries of recent IRS regulations and descriptions of the agency’s electronic
services. The address of the IRS homepage is: http://www.irs.ustreas.gov

1996 SPRING SAFETY SEMINAR SET
All certified pesticide applicators should plan on attending the Annual Pesticide
Applicator’s Update scheduled for Tuesday, March 12, from 8:30 am-Noon, in the Jordan
Hall Auditorium. Topics will include information on pesticide adjuvants, an update on
Worker Protection Standards, choosing and wearing personal protective equipment, and
watershed and ground water protection plans. Recertification credits for all categories will
be available to full session attendees.
Preceding the Annual Pesticide Applicator’s Update will be a Pseudocholinesterase
testing program/information session from 8:00-8:30 am, in the Staff Room, Jordan Hall.
This program is for participants in the Cholinesterase monitoring program and will be
presented by Vivian Hsiao, Nurse Practitioner, Gannet Health Service. Supervisors are
encouraged to attend.
Watch for a complete program agenda in next week’s Station News .
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ONIONS, ONIONS,
ONIONS
he subject is onions, but the latest release
from Cornell Cooperative Extension is
no crying matter. Instead, Integrated Pest
Management fo r Onions, provides onion
growers, consultants, industry and exten
sion personnel with the information neces
sary to make their job easier. The new manual
is a useful reference in the recognition and
management of insects, diseases and weed
pests of onions.
“The publication emphasizes onions
grown on muck soils in northeastern North
America, but will be a valuable guide for
onion producers across the country,” said
author Michael P. Hoffmann, assistant pro
fessor of Entomology at Cornell University,
who has research and extension responsibil
ity for integrated pest management in veg
etable crops. He co-authored the manual
with Curtis H. Petzoldt, assistant director of
the New York State Integrated Pest Manage
ment Program, and Anne C. Frodsham,
former research support specialist with
Cornell University’s Department of Ento
mology.
The 78-page, 8.5” by 1 1”, soft-cover
manual made its debut at the New York State
Vegetable Conference in Syracuse in early
February. Integrated Pest Management fo r
Onions contains a general introduction to
the concept and practice of integrated pest
management and discusses the growth, de
velopment, and production of onions. Itcontains 86 color photographs of important pests
that attack onions, including major and mi
nor insects, mites, diseases, and weeds. For
each insect pest, information is provided on
appearance, lifecycle and biology, and man
agement. Natural enemies of insect pests of
onions— predators, parasitoids, and patho
gens— are also detailed, as well as how to
conserve these natural enemies and use them
in an integrated pest management program
from early season to harvest. Sections are
also devoted to managing resistance to pes
ticides, with specific information on how to
scout onions and use the currently available
disease prediction systems. Appendices de
tail several forecasting systems, including
Blight-Alert, Botcast, Downcast, and the
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installation and operation of baited cone
traps for onion maggot flies.
Approximately 21,000 acres of onions
are grown each year in the northeastern
United States. The estimated value of the
crop is $82 million. The principal type of
onion grown in New York is the pungent
yellow globe. New Yorkranks number six in
the country in the fresh market production of
onions.
Integrated Pest Management for On
ions retails for $ 17 and is available from the
Bulletin Room. An associated 30-minute
videotape on Integrated Pest Management
3

for Onions will be released in the spring.
The publication was supported in part
by a Smith-Lever grant from the Extension
Service, the USDA, and the New York State
IPM Program. It was produced by Commu
nications Services at Cornell University’s
New York State Agricultural Experiment
Station in Geneva. Design was by Elaine
Gotham; photographs in large measure by
Joe Ogrodnick and Kevin Colton; printing
by Cayuga Press.
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THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR
F RBRUARY 16-23, 1996

"1------EVENTS • MEETINGS
Monday, February 19, 6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
English as a Second Language
Wednesday, February 21, Noon
Room G19, Hedrick Hall
Meeting of the Geneva Arboretum
Association
Wednesday, February 21, 6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
English as a Second Language
Thursday, February 22, 1:30 pm
Lounge, Jordan Hall
Geneva Administrative Managers ’Meeting

CLASSIFIED
FOR RENT: Two-bedroom apartment with full bath
and kitchen. All utilities included except electric.
Castle Street. $425/month. Call Dave at 789-4428.
FOR SALE: 1989 Chevrolet Cavalier. Excellent con
dition, 64,000 miles. $3500. Call Markus at x409 or
mk72@ comell.edu.
M OVING SALE: Items used only one year— chest of
drawers $35, curtains $9, chairs (2) $3 each, iron $12,
bathroom scale $4, coffee maker $8, 10-piece glass
ware set $8, sleeping bag $8, lamps (2) $7, $3, girl’s
bike $7, steam vaporizer $4. Call Hideo Bessho at
x224 or e-mail at hb21 @cornell.edu.

■—

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Topic:

Monday, February 19
11:00 am
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Robin Bellinder
Associate Professor, Fruit and
Vegetable Sciences
New approaches to weed control
in vegetables

PLANT PATHOLOGY
Date:
Time:
Place:
Speaker:

Topic:

■ ....... .......•■■PEOPLE
The Station would like to welcome Mark
Casasanta who has been hired as a Mainte
nance Mechanic in the Telecommunications
Section of Buildings and Properties. Mark
has been working with Bob Evangelista on a
temporary basis.

SEMINARS

Tuesday, February 20
3:00 pm
Room A 133, Barton Lab
Alvaro Gaitan
Department of Plant Pathology,
Geneva
Cloning of gene promoters
involved in plant
defense in Coffea spp.

SIGMA XI
Date:
Time:
Place:

Friday, February 23
2:00 pm
Hobart & William Smith
Colleges
Geneva Room (opposite Library)
Speaker: Dr. Norman Weeden
Associate Professor
Department of Horticultural
Sciences
Topic:
Molecular Markers: A quarter
century of playing tag with genes
Chapter Charter will be signed by up to
48 founding members prior to the lecture
A get-together at “The Cellar" will follow
immediately after the lecture

Please take the time to separate
office paper from trash to aid in
the Station's recycling effort.
Office paper is:
advertising flyers
colored or white paper
envelopes
shredded paper
computer paper
What's done today will help the
world of tomorrow.

Station Club
Membership Drive

By becoming a member,
you are entitled to
REDU CED ticket prices
for the banquet,
holiday party,
golf tournament,
bowling party,
and summer picnic.

Membership Cost is
ONLY
Regular
$ 5 .0 0 /family
$2.50/single
Retirees
$ 2 .5 0 /family
$1.25/single

See your Department
Representatives today!

Save lot$ of
money by
joining!
Sign-up
Deadline:
Feb. 29

Get the point?

