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DEAN LUND VISITS GENEVA
Daryl B. Lund, the new dean of Cornell’s 

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, toured 
the Agricultural Experiment Station on Wednes
day, August 23, along with Steve Johnson, Mike 
Voiland, and Charlie Kruzansky, who are Cornell 
government affairs liaisons with Washington and 
Albany. Lund has wasted no time in getting to the 
Experiment Station: He started work at Cornell 
less than a week ago.

The eleventh dean of the college, Lund came 
from the University of Rutgers. He spent five 
years as executive dean of agriculture and natural 
resources at Rutgers, which is the state university 
of New Jersey, and executive director of the New 
Jersey Agriculture Experiment Station and dean 
of Rutger’s Cook College. For two years before 
that, he was associate director of the station and 
chairman of the Food Science Department. Lund 
has also been president of the 27,000 member 
Institute of Food Sciences. He taught at the Uni
versity of Wisconsin in Madison.

Lund is no stranger to budget cuts and 
downsizing. He successfuly led Rutgers through 
a 35 percent reduction in operation and salary 
dollars during his tenure.

Lund spent a whirlwind day at the Station 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. His only other visit last 
spring was considerably more stressful as he was 
a candidate for the deanship at the time and 
participated in a group interview before faculty 
and staff. This time around, the Station was the 
focus. First, Director Jim Hunter, Pat Krauss, and 
Bob Seem gave the visitors an overview of Sta
tion resources and programs. Then they toured the 
P lant Pathology D epartm ent with Herb 
Aldwinckle, Tom Burr, Wayne Wilcox, Harvey 
Hoch and Dennis Gonsalves. Wendell Roelofs, 
Dave Soderlund, Doug Knipple and Roxanne 
Broadway participated in presentations for the 
Entomology Department. Mark McLellan, Stuart 
Reeves, Andy Rao and Deborah Roberts showed 
them Food Science and Technology. Hugh Price 
led the driving tour of the Station Farms. He also 
spearheaded the tour of Horticultural Sciences, 
along with Susan Brown, Norm Weeden, John 
Sanford, Martin Goffinet, Kevin Maloney, Steve 
Reiners, Mike Dickson, Dick Robinson, Alan 
Taylor, Gary Harman, and Anwar Khan.

WATCHING THE ELECTRIC BILL
The Station is like any household, except a 

lot larger, and, just like home, whatever savings 
are realized in reducing utility costs drop right to 
the bottom line, i.e., the household has more to 
spend.

At the Experiment Station, about 10 percent 
of the budget received from the State of New 
York, or slightly more than $l ,000,000, is used to 
pay for utilities. By far the greatest share of the 
utility budget goes toward paying the electric bill.

(Continued on page 2)

SWEET CORN AND SNAP BEAN FIELD DAY

A ttendance was higher than last year at the 
third annual Sweet Corn and Snap Bean 
Field Day, held at the Experiment Station’ s 

Fruit and Vegetable Farm on August 16, 1995.
“The interest in these trials is increasing 

each year, as evidenced by the number of 
people attending,” said Steve Reiners, assis
tant professor of Horticultural Science, who 
reported on a PSNT nitrogen test in sweet 
com. “The industry is supportive both with 
funding and cooperation.”

The event was hosted by faculty and staff 
from the departments of Horticultural Sci
ences, Entomology and Plant Pathology. Seed 
companies that attended included Asgrow,
Crookham, Ferry Morse, Rogers, and Stokes.
Processor representatives came from Nabisco 
in Canada, Comstock-Michigan Fruit (NY),
Seneca Foods (NY), Green Giant (Minne
sota), Copes Foods (PA), Furman Foods (PA), 
and Hanover Foods (PA).

“With Pro-Fac Cooperative’s purchase 
of Curtice Burns and Seneca Food’s contract 
with Green Giant, New York State’s long
term position in processing vegetables is the 
strongest it has been in over 10 years,” noted 
Dale Hemminger, third-generation vegetable 
farmer from Seneca Castle, NY, during the 
course of the day. Reiners agreed: “ 1995 has 
been an exciting year for the processing veg
etable industry in New York State. With an 
increase of 20,000 acres in corn, beans, and 
peas, many were concerned whether growers 
would be able to match their production levels 
of the last two years. The good news is that 
despite the drought and the many new growers 
this year, the yields of all the crops looks 
fantastic.”

In Reiners’ trial, a hand-held HORIBA Compact Ion Meter played a significant role and 
attracted the attention of representatives from the Ontario Vegetable Board, who were making 
their first trip to Geneva. Among the other trials, Curt Petzoldt reported on a systems trial for 
sweet corn that compared four plots (IPM Future, IPM Present, Organic, and Conventional); 
seed companies were particularly interested in Jim Ballerstein’s sweet corn and green bean 
variety trials; Chuck Eckenrode, reporting on snap bean insects, noted that bean growers had 
been ‘overrun’ by Mexican Bean Beetle and Tarnish Plant bugs this year; Mike Dickson 
reported on the latest advances in breeding for white mold and brown spot resistance; and Helen 
Dillard reported on snap grey mold.

The afternoon was followed by a dinner at the Station Pavilion and a Vegetable Ag- 
Business round table discussion. Those in attendance shared their experiences. The consensus 
was that, in general, the mild winter and the hot summer had made it a banner year for insects 
o f all kinds. Despite progression planting, a lack of rain and then the torrents that fell was 
resulting in a “bunched” harvest that was putting a strain on processors who depend on staggered 
harvests'to- keep their plants at level production. “It’s the season from hell,” noted one 
overworked processor.

“Some processors are starting to bypass ripe fields,” noted extension agent Lee Stivers, 
Area Specialist from the Lake Plains Vegetable Program. It was a widely acknowledged fact that 
plainly bothered both growers and processors in attendance.

Hemminger, who farms 2000 acres and measures his yield by the thousand ton, noted that 
“beets are back,” and that “Comstock and Seneca were processing every bushel they could get 
their hands on.”

Horticultural Sciences department chairman Hugh Price made a plea for the “extinction of 
a species.” The species he is worried about is the “vegetable breeder at the land grant 
univeristy.”

“We need help with the new dean of the college |o f Agriculture and Life Science at Cornell 1 
and legislators about why vegetable breeding is important in New York,” he told his constituents. His

(Continued on page 2)

Seed company representatives, processors, grow
ers, station faculty, and extension agents at
tended last week's field day.

Chuck Eckenrode (above) and Curt Petzoldt (be
low) addressed field day attendees.
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THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR
AUGUST 25- SEPTEMBER 1, 1995

EVENTS • MEETINGS

Friday, August 25, 6:00 pm
Pavilion
Retirement Part}'for Ed Broderick

Saturday, August 26, 11:00 am
Cham ber o f Com merce, G eneva 
Whale Watch (Don’t forget to stop by the 
Station Tent)

Sunday, August 27,11:00 am
Chamber o f C om m erce, G eneva 
Whale Watch (Don’tforget to stop by the 
Station Tent)

Volleyball
Monday nights at 6:00 pm > %

Pavilion area Behind A v'Y A fw  
Jordan Hall ..fiff AJg:

Everyone’s Welcome

~ ”  ~~~  PEOPLE ~ "

New Baby:
Congratulations to Tiffany and David Fisk 

on the birth of their daughter, Brittany Cathery ne, 
born Tuesday, August 22. Tiffany works in 
PGRU.

A Note of Thanks:
It is the time to say good-bye. During the last 

year I had the opportunity to interact with many 
of you closely, due to our working needs and 
interests, and I enjoyed it very much. You were 
very kind and understanding, thus helpful. You 
succeeded in giving me the feeling of becoming 
part of your “family”. I appreciate it very much, 
and will keep in my memory all these wonderful 
days I spent with you.

I want to thank mainly Professor Price for 
inviting me here, and to Professor Reisch for 
offering me the position on his project. It was an 
honor and privilege to be part of this renowned 
team. I enjoyed very much the team-work we had, 
in bringing the projects forwards.

I also want to thank B&P and Jordan Hall 
staff (on behalf of my family too) for taking such 
excellent care of our needs, and for their nice and 
friendly attitude.

For all of this, and more, we thank you all 
very much.

Michael Striem and family

CLASSIFIED ..............

WALKERS W ANTED: A Station team is being 
organized for WalkAmerica to be held Sunday, Octo
ber Ltieginnmg ar 10.00 am arthe~Seneca Lake State 
Park. WalkAmerica is a 5 mile trek, sponsored by the 
March of Dimes to raise money to fund research and 
education in its Campaign for Healthier Babies. Money 
is raised by walkers obtaining sponsors. Any and all 
team walkers are welcome to participate. If you are 
interested in participating as a walker or as a sponsor, 
please contact Donna Roelofs via QuickMail or at 
x325

FOR SALE: Almond color GE refrigerator (1992 
model) with fingerprint resistant finish. Top freezer. 
Freezer is NOT frost-free. Very good condition. Please 
contact Sue Dwyer, x353.

FOUND: Pair o f sunglasses and windbreaker found 
after Entomology/Hort Sci softball game a couple weeks 
ago. To claim, call Jim Ballcrstein at x223.

(FIELD  DA Y, c o n t.) -------------------------------

plea elicited nods of agreement from those in 
attendance, including Eleanor Jacobs, editor of 
American Agriculturist, and Jean Warholic, sec
retary of the New York State Vegetable Growers 
Association. Warholic tracks and reports on leg
islation affecting vegetable growers in New York 
State. Of particular concern to her was the pesti
cide record-keeping bill.

Hemminger also voiced concerns about the 
larger agri-political picture. “We as an industry 
have got to toot our own horn,” he said. “Re
searchers have to learn this is a political game. In 
order to survive, we all have to learn to play it.”

Hemmingers said the Ag Station helps farm
ers “keep costs low, develop good management 
practices, monitor and manage insects, diseases, 
and weeds, monitor soil fertility, and keep new 
varieties coming.”

Reiners and Ballerstein both said the farm 
was in “terrific shape” for the field day and they 
thanked Steve Gordner and his crew for all the 
work they did for the event. They also thanked the 
many faculty that were on the program who made 
it a “very successful day.”

(BRIEFS, cont.)

Further, the budget portion for electricity has 
jumped some 10 percent during the last two 
years. This amounts to about $128,000 more 
being paid now for electricity than in 1993. These 
increased costs are the result of increased con
sumption (more air conditioning, pesticide facili
ties going on line, more equipment) plus higher 
rates now being charged by New York State 
Electric and Gas.

According to Jim Hunter, the challenge for 
the Station becomes clear: Whatever we can do to 
conserve electricity means that many more dol
lars can be used for other purposes. The good 
news is that the Station has increased its use of 
natural gas during this same period and reduced 
its consumption of fuel oil. This is because the 
Heating Plant is now fired by natural gas rather 
than fuel oil. Cost for natural gas, at this time, is 
less than for #6 fuel oil, which is what the Station 
used to use to fire its boilers.

As with all utility usage, conservation is the 
key to increased savings. The director urges co
operation on the part of all employees to help with 
this goal.

STATION SOFTBALL
B&P Wins Fourth 
Consecutive Title

Plant Pathology went home 
last Thursday evening the 
defeated team but confident 
they gave B&P a good fight 
to end. It was a close game 
right up to the last inning 
with a final score of 13-12, 
resulting in B&P walking 
away with the Director’s 
Cup for the fourth year in a 
row and Best Record Award 
for the fifth year in a row.

The Winners— Front, L to R: Jeff Rios, Ken Bell, Chris Olmstead. Back, L to R: Ann Best, Jim Abbott, 
Tony Laquitara, Captain Bob Evangelista, Brian Lasher, Al Fairbrother, Jason Legott, Ben Abbott, 
Dave Lasher, Ralph D ’Amato

r SletUement ffaxty,
John Alains <£ Alike (Dunham

n

Satwidaif, Septemftex 23 •  Qaieaa Oxuinbuf duff 
GocMcuCa 6:00, S)innm 7:00

NAME: ____

Prime Rib of Beef au jus $16.00 x # =  $
Chicken & Artichokes w / Pesto $11.75 x # =  $
Crab Meat Stuffed Sole $11.50 x # =  $
Gift Donation for John =  $
Gift Donation for Mike -  $
Total enclosed =  $

Send R eservations and Gift D onations to 
Donna Roelofs, Barton Lab, b y  S ep tem ber 19.
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