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-------------- BRIEFS----------------
EARLY RETIREMENTS 

BEGIN T O  TAKE EFFECT

Six employees at the Station recently 
took advantage of the early-retirement in
centives offered by the state of New York. 
Gerald Henderson (garage), Gordon Mann 
(heating plant), and DeWayne Norsen (cus
todial), all retired from Buildings & Proper
ties. In Horticultural Sciences, Glenda Nash 
retired from Gary Harman’s lab, and Joyce 
Wicksall retired from the Seed Laboratory. 
Susan Dwyer retired from PGRU.

“We will missthesededicated members 
of the Station family,” said Director Jim 
Hunter. “They not only did their jobs well, 
but they helped to make the Station a more 
pleasant place for the rest of us to work. We 
hope they will join the other loyal retirees at 
numerous Station events, and continue to 
feel a part of the Station. I am sure all 
employees join me in thanking these indi
viduals for their many years of service. We 
wish them a long and happy retirement.”

KOBE SAYS 'THANK YOU'
Teruo Iwasaki, Dean of the Faculty of 

Agriculture at Kobe University in Kobe, 
Japan, recently wrote a letter to Gil 
Stoewsand, in the Department of Food Sci
ence and Technology, thanking him for the 
kindness “extended to us for the disaster we 
have suffered from the big earthquake at 
Kobe.”

Iwasaki was referring to the efforts made 
on behalf of Dr. HajimeTamaki, from Kobe, 
who was a visiting scientist in Stoewsand’s 
lab for 18 months. Tamaki was forced to 
leave Geneva very quickly due to the devas
tating earthquake on January 17. He plans to 
return to Geneva May 28-June 2 before 
making a presentation at the IFT meetings in 
Anaheim, June 3-8. (Continued on page 2)

Seed Lab Loses, Then Regains, Purity Analyst

Retirement is taking a valued employee at the New York State Seed Testing Laboratory 
at the Geneva Experiment Station, but the woman is so valuable she is being hired back 
on a part-time basis indefinitely.

“Without a doubt, Joyce Wicksall is one of the best purity analysts in the country,” said 
Lab Director Ellen Chirco. “She is a wonderful resource and an absolute artist at what she 
does. There is no one else at Cornell with her skills.”

Joyce Wicksall started working in the New York State Seed Testing Laboratory at the 
Experiment Station as a purity analyst 40 years ago, in September 1954, and she has never 
wanted to do anything else. “At the time I had just graduated from high school,” noted 
Wicksall, who retired from the Lab this past week, “and I didn’t have the money for college. 
In those days, you didn’t need a college degree for everything like you do now. The Seed 
Lab was much bigger then, and we had four purity analysts. Even though we are busier than 
ever, because of cutbacks, now I am the only Purity Analyst on staff.”

An analyst must be able to identify many species of contaminants found in seed lots. 
Seed testing avoids some of the hazards of crop production by furnishing information about 
seeds, the ultimate purpose of which is to determine the value of the seed for planting. This 
information may be required by the grower, seed company or producer, food processor, or 
for seed control purposes.

Wicksall admits she can identify thousands of seeds. And, when asked about perform
ing a job that requires extraordinary patience and observation skills, Wicksall freely admits 
she loves her work. She is humble about abilities that others find quite extraordinary. “There 
are not too many seeds that I can’t give the genus if not the species.” She particularly likes 
it when seed labs around the country send her something which stumps her at first. “I can 
usually get it. Sometimes I wake up in the middle of the night with the answer. It’s like I’m 
Sherlock Holmes or on an archaeological dig.” (Continued on page 2)
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Wicksall performs purity analysis in 
the Seed Lab on all types of seeds: cereal, 
flowers, forages, herbs, turf and lawn, 
wildflower, vegetable, flowers, trees, and 
shrubs. Purity analysis is used to deter
mine the percentage of weed, inert, and 
other crop seeds in a particular sample of 
2,500 seeds. Other services the Seed Lab 
offers are germination tests, moisture tests, 
and vigor testing. All the seed sold in New 
York state requires a purity and germina
tion test.

“Because of state cutbacks, in gen
eral, I don’t think customers are getting as 
good seeds as they used to commercially,” 
said Wicksall. “You really need an inde
pendent testing service like the New York 
State Lab. New York used to staff a state 
seed inspection service, in which an in
spector would travel around and send ran
dom samples to the Seed Lab for analysis. 
But not any longer. “We do a lot of service 
testing for commercial seed companies, 
and state seed inspection work for Ver
mont and New Hampshire,” said Wicksall.

The tools Wicksall uses are a magni-

(BRIEFS, Cont.)

“Although the big buildings of Kobe 
University had narrowly escaped from the 
disaster, there was a big confusion inside the 
laboratories of Faculty of Agriculture; re
search instruments, computer machines, 
samples and reagents, books and papers, 
etc., were broken and spread on the floors. In 
addition, the gas and water supplied to the 
laboratories did not work for a month,” re
ported Iwasaki, also noting that, as of March 
31, “we have already started our research 
work again and students are coming back to 
the university.”

THE BLUE CHOICE CORNER
Members, we have a supply of the new Blue 
Choice brochures available in the Personnel 
Office. Cad x203 for your copy.

fying lens, tweezers, and an 1897 Chain- 
omatic balance by Christian Becker. The 
Lab owns newer balances, but Wicksall 
prefers her 98-year-old balance with which 
she measures seeds in grams. “I can weigh 
an eye lash or a hair on that balance,” said 
Wicksall. “And it only very, very rarely 
goes out of adjustment.” Occasionally she 
uses a 7X microscope, but finds it can 
exaggerate certain characteristics, particu
larly in seeds in the nightshade family. 
For reference, Wicksall uses the Seed 
Lab’s Herbarium—over 5,000 species of 
seeds held in individual glass vials housed 
in drawers in the lab in SturtevantHall. “It 
is really a very good collection,” noted 
Wicksall.

The most difficult seeds to identify 
are grasses which can bear remarkable 
resemblance to noxious weeds. In New 
York, the most some common noxious 
weeds are quack grass, bed straw, dodder, 
and horse nettle. Other common weeds 
are Field peppercress, Wild carrot, Com
mon ragweed, Burdock, Yellow rocket, 
and Pigweed.

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC
A free Blood Pressure Clinic will be held in 
the Sawdust Cafe on Tuesday, May 9, from 
Noon-2:00. Employees are encouraged to 
take advantage of this service provided to 
the Station by the Taylor Brown Health 
Center. No appointment is necessary.

May 9 will soon be here when we will be 
taking our place in line to walk in the Parade 
for President Rhodes. Please contact Tina 
Carrasco, x254, if you are going to partici
pate in the Parade. Then plan on spending 
the day in Ithaca! We will have two banners 
to carry - so let’s all go and have a large 
“crowd” representing students at Geneva. ^

THINK SPRING ~ THINK VOLLEYBALL
Bored? Need a little exercise? Want to get out of the house or lab? 

Come join us for a fun night of non-competitive volleyball! Just 
come on out behind Jordan Hall on Monday, May 8 at 6:00 pm. 

Everyone is welcome! See ya there!

There are no national or international 
competitions for seed purity analysts, but 
Wicksall does participate in referred tests 
which come to her through the mail—“not 
for career purposes, but because it is such a 
good exercise.”

Wicksall may be retiring, but she will 
be coming back to work part-time in the 
Seed Lab indefinitely. “If I can help out the 
lab, I will,” she said. “I never really wanted 
to retire, anyway. I suppose I could sleep in, 
butl don’t know how. I really like working.”

At present, Wicksall is the only certi
fied AOSA (Association of Official Seed 
Analysts) purity analyst in New York State. 
It would take five years to train her replace
ment, and, as a self-supported laboratory, it 
is not money that can be spared.

“It is not a skill that is easily taught, nor 
a skill that is easily learned,” said Chirco, 
who is delighted that Wicksall will be com
ing back. “It is tedious work. You have to 
have a lot of patience and curiosity, be ncsy, 
and like what you are doing. It just turned out 
to be something at which Joyce is very, very 
good.” ^

WPS TRAINING SCHEDULED

The following dates have been scheduled for 
Worker Protection Standard (WPS) train
ing:

• May 5,10:30 a.m 
Staff Room, Jordan Hall

• May 19,10:30 a.m.
Staff Room, Jordan Hall

• June 23,10:30 a.m.
Staff Room, Jordan Hall

July 14,10:30 a.m., Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
Anyone who will or may come in contact 
with pesticides or pesticide residues applied 
in the field or greenhouse should be trained 
under this Act. Training consists of viewing 
a video that has been prepared by the Envi
ronmental Protection Agency plus a lecture 
presented by Steve Lerch, Field Research 
Unit, and Pat Krauss, Administration. An 
individual needs to be trained once every 
five years. A card is given to each employee 
who completes training that they may carry 
with them in their wallet or purse.
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De Wayne Norsen Retires 
to the Good Life in Geneva

In the 34 years he worked as a custodian at 
the Experiment Station, DeWayne Norsen 

said he had “seen quite a few changes” and 
“quite a few bosses come and go.” Norsen 
retired from the Station last week along with 
five other overtime-eligible employees over 50 who took advantage of the state’s early 
retirement plan.

“I started here when I was 20. My father, LaVerne, worked here in the field and the 
greenhouses at the time. We used to eat lunch together over in the Sawdust Cafe,” 
remembers Norsen. “When I first got here, the director’s office was in the library and his 
house was where IPM is now.” Barton Lab and the Food Science buildings had not been 
built yet.

Norsen, who is 55 years old, has been looking forward to retirement. He hopes to spend 
more time fishing and hunting. Eventually, he and his wife of 35 years, Bernice, want to visit 
Branson, Missouri. “We’ll take a trip down there sometime in the next three or four years,” 
said Norsen. “They’ve got good country music. Maybe we’ll even move.”

Norsen enjoyed a certain notoriety in Jordan Hall, which was his last assignment. His 
contacts in state government in Albany seemed to put him rather high up on the state 
grapevine. He was one of the first to know about the early retirement plan and what he knew 
came to pass. His reputation for insider information was widespread, and evoked a certain 
incredulous credibility from directors past and present, and from CALS administrators on 
the Ithaca campus. Norsen never revealed where the information came from and protected 
his sources to the end.

Norsen was conscientious, hard working, and always willing to lend a hand. Not a day 
went by when he didn’t ask Bruce Moore or Matt Lewis: “Are your working hard or hardly 
working?” and then break into that unforgettable laugh which filtered up through Jordan 
Hall frequently in the course of his 7 a.m.-3 p.m. shift.

““The Station has been a good place to work,” said Norsen. “I’ve enjoyed working with 
everyone. It’s the people that I will really miss the most—especially Sandy, Bruce and 
Matt.”

Norsen was particularly proud of his ’77 Ford pick-up truck, with which he took out 
Tony Shelton’s fence in the icy winter of ’94. “I went to make the corner and just kept 
sliding.”

Norsen, Gordon Mann, and Gerald Henderson were honored at a retirement dinner at 
Club 86 on Thursday, April 20. There were over 100 people in attendance. ^

MACFACTS
CLOSE ALL OPEN WINDOWS • Do you have too many open windows cluttering your 
desktop? You can close all the open windows simultaneously. To do this, press and hold 
the Option key while you click the close box in the active window. You also can press 
Command-Option-W. If you’ re working in a particular application and you want to return 
to a clean desktop, press and hold the Option key while selecting Quit from the File menu.
CUSTOMIZE ICONS • You can assign your own unique artwork to icons on your desktop. 
Simply create your own artwork in a graphics program and copy the new design to the 
Cl ipboard or Scrapbook. Then, click on the icon you want to modify (for example, your hard 
disk icon). From the File menu select Get Info (Command-I). Click on the picture of the 
existing icon. Select Paste (Command-V). Then, close the Get Info box. Voila! You now 
have a new icon. (This is also a great way to add color to your icons.) To change back to 
the original icon, select the icon in the Get Info window and press Command-X.

Clip and Save
G E N E V A  |
Agricultural Exp**rimvnt Station

J S i S ary !
Loan Policies

| |

------------- LO A N  PERIODS---------------- I
Books: 6 months for graduate students,

, faculty and staff.
1 month for visitors

i Periodicals: Stack bound periodicals 
I may be checked out for 2 weeks.

Current Periodicals - These may be 
1 checked out for 3 days.

I ------------------REN EW ALS-------------------- I
, Loan periods may be extended for most 

materials (except current periodicals).
1 Stack materials and bound serials are 
I renewable. Renewals can be made on 
' renewal sheets sent to you, in person or 
I by e-mail (Geneva Library on QuickMail 

orjrs6@cornell.edu).

|------------------ R E C A LLS----------------------  |
' A patron may place a recall on a book 
I already in circulation. When the book is l 
I returned, the patron will be notified.
| Books are subject to recall after 2 weeks 
| if needed by another patron.

IF Y O U  LEAVE!
Should you leave on sabbatical or on 
vacation, PLEASE make sure all library 
books which are due are returned BE
FORE you leave. Also, others may need 
a book while you are gone. Please make 
sure your office is accessible during your 
absence. It is highly inconsiderate to 
leave books which cannot be retrieved 
when others may need them.

---------------------H O L D S -----------------------
A patron may place a hold on a book 
already in circulation. When the book is 
returned, the patron will be notified.

For more information, inquire at the Cir
culation Desk or call x214.

I_______ __________________________
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THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR
APRIL 2 8 -M A Y  5, 1995

—  EVENTS • MEETINGS ~

Friday, April 28, 3:00 pm
Auditorium, Jordan Hall 
I FT Seminar
Friday, April 28, 3:30 pm
West lawn of Jordan Hall 
Arbor Day Tree Dedication
Monday, May 1, 12:10 pm
Sawdust Cafe

SEMINARS ~  ”

HORTICULTURAL SCIENCES

Date: Monday, May 1
Time: 11:00 am
Place: Staff Room, Jordan Hall
Speaker: Richard Schaefers

Department of Horticultural 
Sciences, Geneva

Topic: Virus vs. Vintage: The Detect
ing and Eradication of Virus in 
Grape

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS AND 
BENEFITS SEMINARS

May 10 & 17
DISCIPLINE DECISIONS:
WHAT, WHERE, WHEN HOW

10:00 am- Noon and 1:00- 3:00 pm 
Room A-133, Barton Lab 
Marilee Bell, Director, Work and Family 

Services will offer parents a wide variety of 
strategies that will allow them to manage their 
child’sbehaviorinaconstructive manner, teach
ing the child responsibility and building self
esteem.

Aerobics/Fitness Class for all employees
Monday, May 1,6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall
English as a Second Language
Wednesday, May 3, 12:10 pm
Sawdust Cafe
Aerobics/Fitness Class for all employees
Wednesday, May 3, 6:30 pm
Staff Room, Jordan Hall 
English as a Second Language
Friday, May 5, 12:10 pm
Sawdust Cafe
Aerobics/Fitness Class for all employees

PLANT PATHOLOGY

Date: Tuesday, May 2
Time: 3:00 pm
Place: Room A 133, Barton Lab
Speaker: Paula Tennant

Department of Plant Pathology, 
Geneva

Topic: Coat Protein-Mediated Protec
tion for the Control of Papaya 
Ringspot Virus Disease in 
Papaya

ENTOMOLOGY

There is no fee to attend, but you must have 
your supervisor’s approval.

To register for the workshop, Fdl out the 
form found in last week’s issue of News and 
return to the Personnel Office, Jordan Hall, by 
May 3.

CLASSjF|ED

l:O R SALE: Gibson upright frostclear freezer, 16 cubic 
feet, white. Excellent condition. Call 789-9593.

Y O G  A CLASS: The practice of yoga reduces the effects 
o f stress on the body and helps to tone and firm the body. 
Anna Gilman will be offering a yoga class in Geneva, 
on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30 pm, and Satur
day mornings, 10:15-11:45 am. May 3 to June 3, at 
Hobart and William Smith Sport and Recreation Cen
ter, 283 Hamilton St. The cost is $5.00 per class. People 
can call Anna Gilman at 789-7223 for details.

JOHN W ATSON TREE 
T O  BE DEDICATED 

TO D A Y  AT 3:30

The Geneva Arboretum Association 
and Station Administration invite all 
Station employees to attend this year’s 
Arbor Day activity today, April 28, at 
3:30 pm on the west lawn (water tower 
side) of Jordan Hall. There will be a short 
ceremony dedicating a Purple Leaf Plum 
to the memory of John P. Watson, former 
plum breeder in the Station’s Department 
of Horticultural Sciences.

The status of our cam
pus tree replacement pro
gram will also be explained.
And, as befits the Arbor Day 
theme, members of the Ar
boretum Association will be 
on hand to provide a post
ceremony tour of the Sta
tion grounds to anyone in
terested.

Date: Thursday, May 4
Time: 3:30 pm
Place: The Paul J. Chapman

Conference Room 
Room 310 Barton Lab 

Speaker: Dr. Arthur Agnello
Associate Professor, Department 
of Entomology, Geneva 

Topic: Insect Pests of the Chilean
Export Fruit Industry

Social interaction with speaker at 3:00.
Coffee & cookies to be provided.

W ANTED: Temporary full-time position is available 
for general clerical and office automation support. 
Applicant must have general knowledge of word pro
cessing and relational database software packages, be 
able to perform routine tasks, such as: greeting visitors, 
making travel arrangements, and maintaining internal 
files. For information on application procedures/forms, 
contact Dianne at x307 or x244.

IFOR RENT: Share a very nice furnished three-bed
room house with female graduate student. Available 
now through August. Perfect for female visiting scien
tist or graduate student. Five-minute walk from the 
Station. $290/month, everything included (all utilities, 
cable, trash, local phone). Call Debbie at x240 or 789- 
6849.

FREE HERSHEYPARK HOSPITALITY CARDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE
■ Save $4.00 on each regular HERSHEYPARK admission (ages 9-54).
• Save $ 1.00 on each junior HERSHEYPARK admission (ages 3-8).
• Save $1.00 on each adult admission at the Hershey Museum and Hershey Gardens (ages 16-61).
• Save 10% on selected lodging in the Hershey area. Call 1-800-533-3131 for information and reservations. 

Subject to availability.
• Save $10.00 on a purchase o f $100.00 or more at VF Factory Outlet in Reading, PA.
• Get one Free Personal Cheese Pizza when you purchase two (2) Personal Cheese or Pepperoni Pizzas at 

Hershey’s Chocolate World.

HERSHEYPARK is a 90-acre theme park featuring more than 50 rides and attractions (including TIDAL FORCE, 
the tallest splashdown water ride in the world), spectacular shows, great food and merchandise, an electrifying 
video arcade, an Aquatheatre, and ZOOAMERICA North American Wildlife Park.
To get FREE HERSHEYPARK Hospitality Cards or obtain further information on HERSHEYPARK, contact 
Personnel, Jordan Hall, at x203.


