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--------- BRIEFS---------RETIREMENT MADE EASY
Kenneth T. Walcyk, Registered Repre
sentative with Aetna, will present the semi
nar “Retirement Made Easy” Tuesday, Oc
tober 17, 1995 from 12:00 to l :00 pm in the
Food R esearch L aboratory C onference
Room. The seminar is open to all employees
and will provide information to assist em
ployees with m aking decisions now that will
enhance retirement benefits in the future.
Mary Slaght, Benefits Manager with
the State Finance & Business Office, will be
attending the seminar. Employees may ar
range individual consultation sessions with
Mary, to discuss benefit related questions,
by contacting her at 8-5-4455. The sessions
will be held in the Food Research Labora
tory Conference Room.

CAPITAL PROJECTS UPDATE
“Depending on the weather, the asphalt
shingles on the Jordan Hall roof should be
done by the end o f next week,” said John
VanderW eide, Staff Engineer for the Build
ings and Properties U nit at the Station. After
that, W eathermaster, the contractors from
Binghamton, will finish the siding and the
flat roofs in the back. VanderWeide esti
mates completion date for the entire Jordan
Hall roofing project to be the end of October.
Removal of the asbestos shingles, re-roof
ing and assorted other repairs on that roof
cost SUNY Central $108,000.
DeWald Company from East Syracuse
will finish the new roof on the Heating Plant
by the end of next week. The $85,000 roof
was one of several capital projects okayed
by SUNY Central Office.
“In this new administration, we’ve been
told only those projects related to health, life
(Continued on page 3)
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CROP ROTATION CAN HELP REDUCE
ONION MAGGOTS, SAYS ECKENR0DE
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can produce, according
to a Food & Life Sci
ences bulletin issued in
July by C h arles J.
Eckenrode, Jr., and Jan
Nyrop, professors of
entom ology and re
searchers at Cornell’s
A gricultural E xperi
ment Station in Geneva,
NY.
“ B ecause onion
production is special
ized and costly, many
growers concentrate on
one crop, resulting in
minimal rotation with
o th e r c ro p s ,” said
Eckenrode. “This prac
tice invariably increases onion maggot pressure since it
completes three generations of growth in a growing sea
son and has but one major host.”
The solution? A little tall grass, crop rotation, a light
amount of pesticide, changing pesticides regularly, and
practicing clean harvest techniques can help. In addition,
Cornell scientists are trying to develop genetically engi
neered onions that naturally kill pests, but that seems to be
in the distant future.
Significant agricultural economies are at stake as the
onion maggot makes inroads toward pesticide resistance in New York and other states,
according to the bulletin, “Onion Maggot M anagement in New York, Michigan and
Wisconsin.”
At 12,000 acres, onion ranks as one of New York’s most valuable crops, with an annual
value of between $50 and $75 million statewide.
“We can’t afford to lose the onion crop. Economically, it is too valuable,” Eckenrode
mmkxi
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(Continued on page 2)
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THANK-YOU FROM LEGISLATORS AND ADMINISTRATORS

D

uring September, faculty and staff at the Experiment Station hosted some very important tours. On September 12, legislators and staff
from Albany were on campus for the day, and, on September 21, Cornell administrators, including the new president, the new provost
and the new dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences spent the day touring laboratories, greenhouses, and farms.
“Faculty and staff made some very fine presentations during those tours,” said Director Jim Hunter, “and I wanted to share the contents
of the two letters I received this week. It is to everyone’s credit that these visitors felt so well received.”

Dear Jim:

DearJim:

October 6, 1995

October 3, 1995

This note of thanks is late, but do not let that diminish its effect!
The tour and presentations that you and the faculty at the Station
gave on September 12th were top-notch! I was so impressed with
everyone and everything you showed our visitors—-and it was clear
they were, as well. The information has obviously had its desired
effect; since the visit many of our guests have called to thank us for
including them, they have called for copies of photographs, and Ed
Sullivan, Chairman of the Assembly Higher Education Committee,
talked about his visit during a hearing on the future of the State
University on September 28 in Albany.
I believe the trip was invaluable to those policymakers and
budget analysts who will only now think of the Geneva Station and
many of our Cornell activities while they are considering SUNY
budget issues. The highly efficient and very impressive tour that
your department chairs and faculty conducted for our visitors was
the best explanation of what sets Cornell apart from other institu
tions in the state— and what we do for the vital agricultural sector of
the state’s economy.
Thanks to you and your faculty and staff for a highly productive
visit. I look forward to continuing to work closely with you in the
coming year.

I want to thank you on Elizabeth’s and my behalf for a splendid
tour of your Geneva facility last week. We enjoyed meeting all of
your colleagues and seeing your operation in detail on a perfect day
for such a visit.
It is clear that you are doing first-rate science on many fronts
and that you are contributing greatly to the welfare of New York
State and the nation through your science and your outreach. We
were particularly impressed with the morale of all of your col
leagues and their sense that they contribute to a unified program of
the highest quality. I am indeed proud to be able to tell many
audiences about the leading role Geneva plays in many fields of
plant science
We shall all do our best to maintain and enhance the quality of
our program in what are clearly going to be times of financial stress
and strain. We are working closely with Ron Ehrenberg, Nathan
Fawcett, and Hank Dullea to devise a strategy for protecting our
Extension budgets during the course of this year. You will be an
active part of our efforts, and we look forward to collaborating with
you to make the best case we can for Cornell’s programs.
Please give our best wishes to all our your co-workers, whom
we hope to see again on many occasions. You gave us a memorable
day, as well as very fine mementos of your work, and we are

Yours sinoerely,

Hunter R. Rawlings III
{EC KEN RO D E, Cont.)~
said. “Society needs the onion because of its
many health-giving attributes, and we’ve got
to keep onion growers in business. It also
means a lot to the local economies.”
Grown in a highly organic, peat type of
soil—known in the industry as “ muck”— the
average onion grower invests $2,500 to $3,000
into each acre before the onions are harvested,
said Thomas W. Walters, Cornell research
associate in Fruit and Vegetable Science. The
muck soil holds water very well and allows the
onion bulbs to expand. Plant nutrients must be
added at strategic times, and a wide array of
pests must be controlled, including the onion
maggot.

“Onions are one of the toughest things
to grow,” Walter said. “And onion maggots
in New York have had a long history of
developing resistance to insecticides.”
Eckenrode has been researching the on
ion maggot since 1967. It took years of re
search to understand the maggots’ migration
patterns.
“You see, Mother Nature gives up her
secrets grudgingly. For the past 20 years,
the supply of effective, labeled insecticides
for onion maggot control has been adequate,”
Eckenrode said. “However, it is doubtful
that a supply of new chemicals will continue
because the pesticide regulatory climate has
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sharply increased the costs of pesticide de
velopment. For this reason we must develop
non-chemical strategies to supplement the
few chemical we have left.”
Funds for the research were provided
primarily by the N ew York Sate Onion
Growers’ Research and Development pro
gram and also by the New York Integrated
Pest M anagement program. The growers
also subsidize W alters’ research position at
Cornell.
T he b u lle tin is a v a ila b le in the
S tatio n ’s bulletin room in Jordan Hall or
by calling Bev D unham in the mornings
at x249. * *

OCTOBER 13-20, 1995
(BRIEFS, Cont.)
safety, and building preservation will be
funded,” said VanderWeide. Further renova
tion of the Heating Plant should go out to bid in
December and work would start next spring,
he said.
The next major capital project relating to
health, safety, and preservation will be the
renovation of the heating, ventilation and air
conditioning systems in Barton Lab, a project
that will involve major coordination of people
and lab space. Currently, SUNY Construction
Fund is hiring the architect to design the reno
vations. “My guess is the design itself will take
the rest of the year,” said VanderWeide
In other improvements on the Experiment
Station campus this week, Finger Lakes Pav
ing completed the sealing and striping of the
three parking lots along Collier Drive behind
Hedrick, Sturtevant, and IPM, and the large lot
behind Jordan Hall.

RECENT RETIREE’S DUTIES
DELEGATED
Below is a listing of some of Pat Krauss’
former duties that have been delegated to oth
ers since his recent retirement. Although
Charie, Linda, and Dave are listed as a contact
person, another person in their respective unit
may actually be responsible for one or more of
the duties listed.
Charie Hibbard/Personnel:
driving record questionnaires
respirator fit tests
pesticide certification
pseudocholinesterase tests
Station housing requests
Linda McCandless/Communications
S e rv ice s

satellite downlinks
tours for special groups
Dave Lasher/Buildings and Properties
long-term vehicle rentals
graduate student vehicles
campus space inventory
inclement weather notification—radio/
television
Patty Gibbs/Computer Services
AES.Geneva Zone QuickMail custodian

SHELTON RECEIVES AWARD
ony Shelton, professor of entomology at
Geneva and Associate Director of Re
search for the College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences in Ithaca, has been chosen to
receive the 1995 Entomology Society of
America’s Award for Excellence in Inte
grated Pest Management. This award is given
annually to an entomologist who has “ . . .
accomplished outstanding research which
has direct relation to arthropod pest manage
ment and who has displayed independence
of thought and originality . . .” The award,
consisting of $2,500 and an inscribed plaque,
will be presented to Shelton at the ESA
annual meeting in Las Vegas in December.
In making the announcement, the president
of the ESA noted that Tony’s accomplish
ments have been “most impressive and con
tributed substantially to the development of
pest management programs both nationally
and internationally.”
Shelton has worked on a large number
of projects and has cooperated with numerous other scientists in helping to utilize present
management strategies and develop new ones which can be used in IPM for insects affecting
vegetables. His efforts in working with sweet corn processors has led to an industry-wide
IPM program which saves New York processors nearly half a million dollars annually and
reduces the number of sprays by more than 60%. His program’s work on crucifers has been
widely recognized for its diversity and included studies on host plant resistance, use of insect
pathogens, insect contaminants in foods, insect movement within and between plants,
insecticide resistance, influence of sprayers on control, and resistance managem ent strate
gies for transgenic plants containing Bt. Currently under development are two other projects
on using information on biological control agents for the WWW and creating artificial insect
stages for rearing parasites and predators. Shelton’s program has worked with colleagues in
Latin America, Europe, Southeast Asia and China to help promote IPM strategies in
vegetables.
When notified of the award, Shelton said, “Hey, this is great news and is a good
reflection of the kind of work that goes on at Geneva.” He also thanked W endell Roelofs,
Curt Petzoldt and Mike Hoffmann for nominating him for the award and to all the technical
support staff, students and postdocs who have worked in his lab over the years.
Shelton received his B.A. in Classics and Philosophy from St. M ary’s College of
California and then attended UC Riverside from 1975-79 where he received his M.S. and
Ph.D. degrees. Since 1979, he has spent his research career at Cornell’s New York State
Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva. ^
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BOOKS NEEDED FOR BOOK SALE
Yes, it is that time—November 18 from 10:00 am-3:00 pm in Jordan Hall. So gather your
unwanted books—hard cover and paperback. No magazines accepted. Donate them to the
Library’s annual book exchange/sale. For every 3 books donated you may have 1 free selection.
Books can be brought to Jordan Hall on November 16 and 17 during working hours.
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SEMINAR ~
ENTOMOLOGY

THIS WEEK'S CALENDAR
OCTOBER 1 3-20, 1995

----- EVENTS • M EETING S---- ~
Monday, October 16, 6:30 pm
Conference Room, Food Science &
Technology
English as a Second Language
Tuesday, October 17, 3:30 pm
Room 310, Barton Lab
Geneva Faculty Meeting
Tuesday, October 17, 12:00 pm
Conference Room, Food Science &
Technology
Retirement Made Easy Seminar
Wednesday, October 18, 6:30 pm
Conference Room, Food Science &
Technology
English as a Second Language

Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, October 19
3:30 pm
The Paul J. Chapman
Conference Room
(Room 310, Barton Lab)
Speaker: Dr. Brian Dansforth
Assistant Professor of Morphology
Department of Entomology, Ithaca
Topic:
The Evolution of Alternative Male
Mating Tactics in Bees
Social interaction with speaker at 3:00 pm
Coffee & cookies to be provided.

1981 Chevrolet 3/4 ton pick-up truck,
2GCGC24T9B1 156860, poor condition,
minimum bid $500.

Battery operated forklift Blue Giant, Mod.
TAS-110, poor condition, minimum bid $50

18th Annual

HOLIDAY
Craft Show & Book Sale

CAPITAL EQUIPMENT BAR
CODING TO BEGIN OCTOBER 16

Nov. 18 lOam -3pm

Representatives from Manufacturers Ap
praisal Company are scheduled to start the
inventory and bar coding of Geneva's capital
equipment on Monday, October 16. Please
assist them in locating your project equipment
when they come to your location. The process
will take approximately two weeks.

carved birds, paintings, jewelry,

DEADLINES

wooden crafts, needlework, tin-

Monday, October 23
Snap bean proposals and progress reports due
to Kathy DeRosa, Director’s Office.

smithing, dried flowers, and much
more. Refreshments and
lots of books.

T O D A Y ...

Friday, 0 cto b er1 3

Directions: Go west on Castle Road for one
mileand lookforthesignthatsays“Fruitand
Vegetable Research Farm" on the left side.
Pull in and follow the signs to the pumpkin
patch.

The following are being surplused by the
Station. Minimum Bid prices are given to each
item. Sealed bids will be accepted in the
Station’s Buildings & Properties Department
until October 20,1995 at 2:00 pm. Please be
sure to include your name, campus telephone
number, and department on each bid.

Toro riding mower 72”, mod. 30780, good
condition, minimum bid $3000.

Christmas decorations, ceramics,

Come out to the Vegetable Research
Farm North from 3:30 until 4:30 pm
and pick your own pumpkin.

SURPLUS VEHICLE AND
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
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Anyone interested in
bow hunting
on station property
should bring a copy
of their license to
Mark L. Scott
(Field Research Unit)
to sign up.
If you have any questions,
please give Mark a call
at x296.

New Baby Congratulations:
Congratulations to Gilberto Olaya (Plant Pathology) and Moira Pineda on the birth of their
daughter, Adriana, on October 8. She weighed
7 lbs., 9 oz.

CLASSIFIED
WANTED: Used guitar for a beginner. Call Pat atx221.

ig g y |
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Watch for posters soon. See your department representative fo r tickets.

