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Entomology,
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[Ed. note: We’re printing this article as an update 
from last year’s version on borer management 
because of its timeliness and applicability to the 
situation in many commercial orchards recently.]

There is increasing concern throughout 
the Northeast about damage done to apple trees 
by borers. The species of primary concern is 
dogwood borer, but American plum borer can be 
prevalent in western New York apple orchards 
that are close to tart cherry and peach orchards. 
While we do not yet fully understand the effects 
these borers have on dwarf trees, we do know 
that they reduce vigor and can, in time, com
pletely girdle and kill trees.

Our tests so far have shown that 
borers can be controlled season-long 

by applying Lorsban at various times 
in the spring and summer. While 
postbloom trunk applications of 
Lorsban are still allowed, enabling 
growers to spray at the peak of the 

dogwood borer flight, applying this 
material prebloom as early as half-inch 

green works well, too, and may be more con
venient. Fall also may be a good time to control 
dogwood borer. Results from 2002 indicated 
that Lorsban applied postharvest the previous 
year (sprays went on in October 2001) controlled 
both generations of dogwood borer. An October 
2002 application of Lorsban similarly provided 
control of the first generation of dogwood borer 
this year. (Second generation control results will 
be in in late September or October.) Lorsban 
works when applied in the spring and fall be
cause it infiltrates burrknot tissue and kills larvae 
concealed within. It is also very persistent in

W.y.l agricultural

AUG 26 2003 continued...

Over the last three growing seasons, we have 
tested a number of insecticides against these 
borers. Lorsban is very effective for this use and 
we would strongly urge growers to take advan
tage of it where needed. In 2001 and 2002 we 
compared some other materials, including white 
latex paint, endosulfan, Avaunt, Surround, In
trepid, and Danitol with Lorsban, with varying 
results. To make a long story short, only Avaunt 
and Danitol, applied two or three times, respec
tively, in midsummer, provided control compa
rable to one application of Lorsban.
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wood so it continues to work for a considerably long 
time after it is applied (apparently 9-12 months in 
our trials). Fall application may offer growers a 
more convenient alternative for applying borer con
trol sprays.

In a survey we conducted recently, we observed 
some relationships between borer infestation and 
various orchard parameters such as the proportion of 
trees with burrknots, proximity to stone fruit or
chards and presence of mouseguards. Conventional 
wisdom has held that borer problems are worse 
where mouseguards are in place. Mouseguards can 
contribute to increased expression of the burrknots 
borers invade and may shield borers from predators 
and insecticide sprays. This has led some growers to 
contemplate removing mouseguards under the 
premise that mice are easier to control than the 
borers. However, results of our survey indicate that 
dogwood borer larvae may be found as readily in 
trees without mouseguards as in those with them. 
(American plum borer may be a different story in 
orchards near tart cherry or peach trees.) The or
chard in which we’re conducting borer control trials 
has never had mouseguards and there is no shortage 
of dogwood borers. If mouseguards are deteriorated 
and no longer protect the tree, there may be some 
small advantage, in terms of borers, to removing 
them. But, in orchards where mouseguards still 
provide protection against rodents, removing them 
for the sake of borer control is probably not worth 
the risk. Instead, we would recommend the use of 
trunk sprays to control borers. Even with 
mouseguards on, insecticides will give adequate 
control if they are applied carefully (i.e., a coarse, 
low-pressure, soaking spray with a hangun). Bot
tom line: as we go into fall, consider using Lorsban 
after harvest to control borers, and reconsider re
moving mouseguards on trees where they still af
ford protection.❖ ❖

CLAIM
YOUR
STEAK

LAST CHANCE TO 
SALVAGE THE 
STEAK COOKOUT

So far, we have received an insufficient 
number of responses to justify proceeding with 
our steak cookout and end-of-season social gath
ering at the enchanting Geneva Country Club, 
which we had proposed to take place at 6:00 pm 
on Wednesday, Sept. 3. For $21, we are offering 
a sizzling steak, corn on the cob, salt potatoes, 
and tossed salad, with brownies and fruit for 
dessert, plus a cash bar, not to mention the 
scintillating company of your fellow fruit indus
try professionals. If we do not hear from enough 
interested participants by next Tuesday (i.e., 
immediately after Labor Day), we will regretta
bly have to cancel this event. Please contact 
H arvey R eissig  (315-787-2336  or 
whrl @cornell.edu) to help rescue an otherwise 
unremarkable Wednesday evening.
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Also, we presume the perceived lack of interest 
does not also extend to the Fruit Pest Control Field 
Day, which will begin the following morning at 8:30 
in the foyer of Barton Lab in Geneva, continuing 
until noon and picking up again on Friday Sept. 5 at 
the Highland Lab. ❖ ❖

UPCOMING PEST EVENTS

43 °F 50°F
Current DD accumulations (Geneva 1/1-8/25) : 2766 1863

(Geneva 1/1-8/25/2002): 3022 2122
(Geneva "Normal") : 2851 2010

(Geneva 9/1 Predicted) : 2918 1973
(Highland 8/25): 3318 2356

C o m in g  E v e n ts : R a n g e s :

Redbanded leafroller 2nd flight subsides 1927-3045 1291-2160
Redbanded leafroller 3rd flight begins 2389-3113 1722-2209
Redbanded leafroller 3rd flight peak 2514-3285 1818-2625
Spotted tentiform leafminer 3rd flight begins 2208-2783 1498-2123
Spotted tentiform leafminer 3rd flight peak 2383-3142 1626-2231
Lesser appleworm 2nd flight peak 1801-3328 1188-2359
Obliquebandecl leafroller 2nd flight peak 2448-3267 1616-2231
Oriental fruit moth 3rd flight peak 2389-3466 1660-2402
San Jose scale 2nd flight subsides 2494-3582 1662-2477

INSECT TRAP CATCHES
(N u m ber/Trap/Day)

Geneva, NY Highland, NY
8/18 8/21 8/25 8/11 8/25

Redbanded leafroller 0.3 0.2 0.6 Redbanded leafroller 0.0 0.5
Spotted tentiform leafminer 91.3 42.5 47.8 Spotted tentiform leafminer 41.9 25.0
Oriental fruit moth 0.5 1.3 2.1 Oriental fruit moth 0.9 0.5
Lesser appleworm 0.3 0.3 0.5 Lesser appleworm 2.4 1.5
San Jose scale 37.5 21.8 11.8 Codling moth 0.6 0.1
Codling moth 0.1 0.0 0.0 Obliquebanded leafroller 1.0 0.2
Obliquebanded leafroller 0.5 0.3 0.0 Fruittree leafroller 0.0 0.0
American plum borer 1.1 0.3 0.3 Sarganothis fruitworm 1.0 0.1
Lesser peachtree borer 0.3 0.3 0.0 Tufted apple budmoth 0.0 0.0
Peachtree borer 0.1 0.0 0.1 Variegated leafroller 0.3 0.3
Dogwood borer (N. Huron) - - - Dogwood borer 0.0 0.0
Apple maggot 0.4 0.0 0.0 Apple maggot 0.8 0.2

* first catch
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NOTE: Every effort has been made to provide correct, complete and up-to-date pesticide recommendations. Nevertheless, 
changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, and human errors are possible. These recommendations are not a substitute for 
pesticide labelling. Please read the label before applying any pesticide.
This material is based upon work supported by Smith Lever funds from the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension 
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are 
those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
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