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Register now for 2017 odysseys:

Sail Back in Time: Bilbao to Paris 
led by Barry Strauss, June

Savor Art and Architecture in Puglia, Italy 
led by Jeffrey Blanchard, June

Enjoy an Autumn Cruise: Quebec to Boston 
led by Mary Beth Norton, September

Explore Political and Social Change in Cuba 
led by Maria Cristina Garcia, November

Celebrate Nature on Safari in South Africa  
led by Irby Lovette, November–December

Discover Thailand’s Parks and Villages  
(family friendly) led by Scott Taylor, December
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C O R R E S P O N D E N C E

Faithful Memories

As a former player, CAM’s tribute to the 
Lynah Faithful (“Loud & Proud,” Novem-
ber/December 2016) brought back many 
wonderful memories. However, I must 
clear up one misconception echoed by 
John Hayes ’98, MS ’00, of eLynah.com 
in answer to “Why do we throw fish at 
Harvard?” John re-
peated the oft-told 
tale that it started 
in 1973 in retalia-
tion after a Crim-
son fan threw a 
dead chicken over 
the glass in Cam-
bridge at Cornell’s 
poor net minder, 
Dave Elenbaas ’73.

As the “victim” of that fowl deed, I can 
attest that the clucker was in fact as alive 
as a rooster crowing at sunrise, as the 
photo (above right) evidences.

Dave elenbaas ’73
ToronTo, on

Thank you for the article on the Lynah 
Faithful, which briefly mentions the tra-
dition of putting a live chicken in Har-
vard’s goal crease between the second 
and third periods of the Harvard game. 
I’m familiar with the tradition because 
I was the “Chicken Man” from 1979 to 
1981. My brother Bill ’78 had the honor 
for three years before me.

A local poultry farmer in Trumansburg 
happily supplied the bird on the day of the 
game. Sneaking a live chicken into Lynah 
wasn’t hard. I had a homemade black 
cloth bag that I wore with the strap on one 
shoulder and the chicken positioned on 
my back. I put a Cornell sweatshirt over 
it to conceal the strap and wore a parka 
to the game. The security guards always 
asked everyone to open their coats, which 
I did, but they never looked back to see 
if anyone had a large bulge in back. 
The chicken would go to sleep once she 
was inside the bag. Once the Zamboni  
finished resurfacing the ice, I scaled the 
glass after the second period, and put the 

chicken in the goal. I never tied her there. 
I just sat her in the crease on the goal line 
and she stayed put until rink personnel 
picked her up.

The last year that I was the Chicken Man, 
Cornell public safety arrested me on the ice 
after I put the bird in the crease. The Cornell 
Daily Sun published an editorial asking the 
university to free the Chicken Man and the 
university dropped all charges at an informal 
private hearing a month later.

sTeve silvia ‘81
beThesDa, MD

Lynah fans of many generations know a 
place is special when week after week, 
they leave games with no voice left, cap-
ture fond memories with lifetime friends, 
and develop an odd appreciation for 
both cowbell rhythm and the Canadian  
national anthem.

JaMes babashak ’93, MD ’97
WilTon, CT

Just got back this weekend from seeing 
the Big Red defeat UNH at MSG, and 
came home to find your great article on 
the Lynah Faithful. It brought back so 
many memories. Here’s one of mine:

It had to be during the ’83-84 season.  
I attended every home game for four years, 
and I was with my very good friend Joon 
Kim ’84. We were sitting about ten rows 
up over one of the blue lines. Suddenly,  
a puck was airborne and heading toward 
us. Similar to a foul ball at a baseball 
game, the whole section stood up and 
tried to grab the puck. It landed near our 
feet and I immediately covered it up, like 
the great Darren Eliot ’83 in the day. Joon 
also was partly covering it up, assisting 
like the great defenseman Mike Schafer 
’86. We briefly argued over whose puck it 
was, and decided it was both of ours. I now 
live in New York and Joon is in California. 
We still have that puck 32 years later, and 
whenever we visit, at most once a year, we 
exchange “the Puck.”

sCoTT bookner ’85 
sCarsDale, nY

Great piece! However, there are three im-
portant traditions that weren’t mentioned:

1. The Pep Band plays “Three Blind 
Mice” when the referees skate out at the 
beginning of a period.

2. When a penalty is called on the visit-
ing team, the band plays the theme from 
“Dragnet.”

3. The timekeeper always announces 
at the appropriate moment that one min-
ute remains in the period. A few seconds 

SPEAK UP! CAM encourages letters and 
comments from readers on the magazine’s 
content. They may be edited for length, 
clarity, and civility. We are not able to pub-
lish and respond to all correspondence 
received. Send to: Editor, Cornell Alumni 
Magazine, 401 East State Street, Suite 301, 
Ithaca, NY 14850; jeb375@cornell.edu; 
cornellalumnimagazine.com.

before this, the crowd yells, “Hey, Mr. 
Timekeeper, how much time is left?” He 
then announces, “One minute remain-
ing in the period,” and the crowd yells, 
“Thank you!”

sTuarT baron ‘82, PeP banD aluMnus
brooklYn, nY

Reading this article got my heart beating 
fast remembering those wonderful times 
at Lynah Rink! I had a cooking class at 
the Hotel school on Tuesday nights, so it 
was a given that all of us Faithful in the 
class would miss at least the first period of 
the game. We would run from class to the 
rink the minute the last dish was washed. 
We usually could get in for free at that 
point. Oh, what fun it was to chant and 
cheer Big Red to victory. So glad to hear 
that the tradition continues today!

ChrisTine MCGreDY sCoTT ’75
sheffielD, Ma

Dr. Joyce’s Legacy

Thank you for this beautiful piece on my 
mother (“Dr. TV,” November/December 
2016). I miss her always, but never more 
than during this election season when I feel 
she would have offered reason and solace to 
all. She always instinctively knew how to 
heal the hearts and minds of the world.

lisa broThers arbisser
forT lee, nY

What a fantastic biography of an amaz-
ing woman! Very proud to be a Cornellian 
and see Dr. Brothers’s legacy live on.

TaMara ConnollY ’06
MaPleWooD, nJ
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There's something 

for you at Cornell. 

Make your gift today.

giving.cornell.edu/give

Punk culture was recently celebrated during Punkfest Cornell, a week-long celebration of punk music and history 

organized by the Department of Music, the Department of Comparative Literature, and Cornell University Library. 

The image above is from a collection donated by Johan Kugelberg, currently featured in the exhibition "Anarchy in 

the Archives," on view in Cornell University Library's Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections through May 2017. 

The exhibition is made possible by the Stephen ’58 MBA ’59 and Evalyn Edwards ’60 Milman Exhibition Fund.

You DON'T have  

to be into

to give

to Cornell.

FANZINES
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Science and chair of the Division of Computer Science, 
she earned the University of Michigan’s Sarah Goddard 
Power Award for her efforts to increase the representation of  
women and underrepresented minorities in science and engi-
neering, and as provost she has continued to promote diversity 
across all dimensions.

In 2014, Martha joined the steering committee of the 
Jacobs Technion–Cornell Institute at Cornell Tech, and as 
president of the University she will be uniquely qualified  
to oversee the opening of the Roosevelt Island campus and to 
capitalize on the opportunity to make Cornell Tech a major 
new player in the life of New York City.

Although Martha is still fully engaged with her responsi-
bilities at Michigan, she visited Cornell Tech, Weill Cornell 
Medicine, and the Ithaca campus in November, getting to 
know some of our faculty, students, and key administrative 
leaders. She fully grasps the advantages of connecting all 
three campuses.

In short, Martha Pollack is precisely the right person to lead 
in all the areas important to Cornell’s future. Elizabeth and I 
have spent time with her and her husband, Ken Gottschlich, 
during their visits, and we can attest that they are not only 
accomplished and principled, but also warm and lively. We 
like them immensely, and we think you will too.

We wish Martha and Ken an easy and enjoyable move, and 
we are eager to help them get off to the best possible start. n  

— Hunter R. Rawlings III, Interim President
president@cornell.edu

Welcoming Cornell’s 
New President 

In mid-November, the Board of Trustees unanimous-
ly elected Martha Pollack the fourteenth president of 
Cornell University, and she is going to be a great fit. 

As provost of the University of Michigan—a top research 
university even larger than Cornell, and comparably com-
plex—Martha has distinguished herself as knowledgeable, 
effective, and bold, while also exemplifying the highest  
standards of integrity.  

Having combined a background in linguistics with com-
puting and information science to inform her research and 
teaching, she knows firsthand the power of interdiscipli-
nary work. In 2009, as the Gerard Salton Lecturer at Cornell, 
she spoke about “computing outside the box” and the need 
to make computer science even more interdisciplinary. 
She carried out that vision as dean of Michigan’s School 
of Information, where among other accomplishments she 
launched an undergraduate major in informatics, adminis-
tered by both the university’s College of Engineering and its 
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts.

Martha’s research on artificial intelligence is exactly the 
kind of “radical collaboration” that is a hallmark of some 
of the most exciting research being carried out at Cornell. 
Moreover, in the design of intelligent technology to assist 
people with cognitive impairment as an area of special 
interest and expertise, she also exemplifies the University’s 
long-standing commitment to advancing discovery and using 
knowledge to serve the public good. 

Martha has secured significant funding for her research 
from both federal and industry sources, and her scientif-
ic accomplishments have been recognized by her election 
as a fellow of several high-level professional organizations, 
including the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, the Association for Computing Machinery, and the 
Association for the Advancement of Artificial Intelligence, 
for which she served as president for two years (2009–10).

As provost at Michigan, Martha launched several large-
scale interdisciplinary initiatives that spanned the Ann 
Arbor campus, including inter-professional health educa-
tion, research on poverty alleviation, and the Humanities 
Collaboratory, which encourages scholars to experiment with 
team-based approaches to their research, to develop strate-
gies for engaging the public with humanistic scholarship, and 
to devise innovative teaching methods. 

Martha is a champion of diversity, equality, and inclu-
sion—values that resonate deeply at Cornell. In 2007, while 
professor and chair of Electrical Engineering and Computer ph
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‘She exemplifies the University’s long-standing 
commitment to advancing discovery and using 

knowledge to serve the public good.’
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Office of Trusts, Estates, 
and Gift Planning

1-800-481-1865 
gift_planning@cornell.edu
alumni.cornell.giftplans.org

FASHION 
A LEGACY

Ollie McNamara ’50 
(lower right) loved 
fashion and crafted 
a career in haute 
couture. With gifts to 
Cornell’s collections 
and a scholarship 
through her bequest, 
she created a legacy.
We can help you 
make yours.

Ollie McNamara with her colleagues in a dress design class. 
Photo provided by the Cornell Costume and Textile Collection.
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C A M P U S  N E W S

From the Hill

Michigan Provost Tapped as CU President
martha Pollack, provost and executive vice president for aca-

demic affairs at the university of michigan, has been named 

Cornell’s fourteenth president. A graduate of Dartmouth and the 

university of Pennsylvania, the fifty-eight-year-old Pollack is an 

expert in artificial intelligence; she will have tenured appoint-

ments in the departments of computer science and information 

science. She succeeds the late elizabeth garrett, who passed 

away in march 2016 after less than a year in Day Hall. 

“one of the most wonderful things about Cornell is its abid-

ing commitment to the liberal arts with a strong engagement 

in the more practical fields of study,” Pollack said during her 

november visit to the Hill. “it has an enduring focus on the 

creation and curation of pure knowledge complemented with 

the application of that knowledge to make a real, lasting, and  

positive difference in the world.”

At a press conference announcing her hiring, Pollack 

spoke of the value of innovation and adaptability, her commit-

ment to diversity, and the need for Cornell to “lead the way in 

demonstrating why universities are so important.” She field-

ed questions regarding freedom of speech on campus, rising 

costs of higher education, and an increasing student debt bur-

den. When asked about her status as Cornell’s second female 

president, she joked that when she joined the computer science 

department at michigan, “there were more professors named 

igor than there were female professors,” but added that “the job 

of the president is to serve everyone.”

Jan rock zubrow ’77, chair of the search committee, high-

lighted Pollack’s leadership qualities, managerial skills, and 

ability to “bring people together” as reasons for her appointment. 

Said zubrow: “She is uniquely qualified to realize our dream of 

‘one Cornell.’ ”  At michigan, Pollack served as the chief academ-

ic officer and chief budget officer, responsible for an enterprise 

comprising more than 43,000 students and 16,000 faculty and 

staff and with annual operating revenues of $3.4 billion. “As a 

private university with a public mission, Cornell is the embodi-

ment of my own deeply held belief in the ability of knowledge to 

improve the human condition,” says Pollack, who takes office on 

April 17. “i can’t wait to get started, and i look forward to meeting 

and working with Cornell’s outstanding faculty, students, staff, 

and alumni in ithaca, new York City, and around the globe.”

Pollack has been married for thirty-two years to Ken 

gottschlich, an engineer who will join the Cornell faculty; they 

have two grown children, Anna and nicholas. Her hiring continues 

a long tradition of drawing on michigan-tested talent for Cornell’s 

leader: five previous presidents (Andrew Dickson White, Charles 

Kendall Adams, edmund ezra Day, Frank H.T. rhodes, and Jeffrey 

lehman ’77) were either faculty members or deans there.

‘ Cornell is the embodiment of 
my own deeply held belief in 
the ability of knowledge to 
improve the human condition.’

WELCOME TO THE HILL: Martha Pollack 
(clockwise from left) on the Arts Quad, 
touring campus with University leaders, 
and fielding press questions with Board of 
Trustees chair Robert Harrison ’76
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SPARKING AN INTEREST: Students from the Ithaca, Tech, 
and Medical campuses mentored sixty New York City high 
schoolers from communities underrepresented in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics at the first Big 
Red STEM Day, held at Weill Cornell Medicine in November.
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Noyes Lodge to Become Welcome Center
Beebe Lake’s historic Noyes Lodge is slated to be transformed into a campus wel-

come center. The $6 million project will be named in honor of Trustee Emeritus 

Martin Tang ’70 (above, in front of the lodge)—who, along with his sisters, donat-

ed $3 million toward it. The other half of the funds came via a challenge grant 

from Atlantic Philanthropies, the foundation established by Charles Feeney ’56. 

The new center is slated to open in summer 2018.

Did You Know . . . 

That a Cornell PhD student has 
her own PBS online show about 
math? Kelsey Houston-Edwards, 
MS ’16, hosts “Infinite Series,” a 
YouTube program that explores 
the field’s mysteries and joys. 

The University will get up to 
$7 million in federal funding 
over five years to lead a 
research consortium dedicated 
to developing transportation 
innovations that protect public 
health and the environment. 

A new phone app developed in collaboration with ILR researchers 
aims to help day laborers (“jornaleras” in Spanish). Dubbed 
Jornaler@, it lets users share their experiences and report wage theft, 
unsafe working conditions, and other ills.

Based on a study in which 
college students were offered 
all-you-can-eat chicken wings, 
researchers in CALS report that 
men in social situations feel 
empowered to overeat—as proof 
of their coolness and machismo—
while women feel pressure to 
eat less. The work could have implications for overeating in group 
situations like tailgates and holiday celebrations. 

Patients with depression can be categorized into four subtypes 
defined by distinct patterns of abnormal connectivity in the brain, 
says Conor Liston, MD ’08, assistant professor of neuroscience at the 
Medical college. Liston examined more than 1,100 brain scans in the 
study, published in Nature Medicine. 

R + D
More information on campus research  
is available at www.news.cornell.edu

Peach Flavor Wins Ice Cream Contest
Freedom of Peach—a flavor inspired by peach cobbler—

won this year’s food science student ice cream competition, 

whose theme was the presidential election. Consisting of 

peach ice cream with cinnamon graham cracker pieces and 

a peach swirl, it beat such rivals as American Apple Pie and 

Campaign Trails (which incorporated pretzels covered in bit-

ter dark chocolate with a hot pepper aftertaste). Freedom of 

Peach will be sold at the Dairy Store this spring—and beyond, 

if it proves popular.
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C A M P U S  N E W S

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MR. PRESIDENT: The University marked the ninetieth birthday of President Emeritus Frank H.T. Rhodes with a symposium 
celebrating his academic impact in the field of geological sciences. The event—attended by family members, colleagues, students, alumni, 
and more—was held on October 29. That date is not only Rhodes’s birthday, but Frank H.T. Rhodes Day in the City of Ithaca; the event was 
established by a proclamation from former Ithaca mayor Alan Cohen ’81 on the occasion of Rhodes’s seventieth.

Give My Regards to . . . 
These Cornellians in the news

Ahmed Ahmed ’17 (left), a biological sciences 
major in CALS, who won a Rhodes Scholarship. 
At Oxford he plans to pursue a master’s degree 
in organic and medicinal chemistry, on a path to 
a career as a physician-scientist.

Cornell University, ranked eleventh on Forbes’s 
list of the “25 Most Expensive Schools Worth 
Every Penny.” MIT was number one.

Ithaca mayor Svante Myrick ’09 (right), 
included on Rolling Stone’s “Hot List” (as its 
“Hot Do-Gooder”) for his efforts to institute 
a living wage, affordable housing, and a 
revamped drug policy in the city. 

Vincent Boudreau, PhD ’91, 
appointed interim president of 
the City College of New York.

Eric Gonzalez ’91, BA ’92 (left), named acting 
district attorney of Brooklyn. A former double 
major in government and history, he joined the 
New York City D.A.’s office in 1995.

Co-Op Offers Deals for Dairy Fans
Cornellians living near campus can 

now enjoy the Cornell Dairy’s wares 

at reduced cost. The recently estab-

lished Cornell Dairy Cooperative 

offers ice cream, milk, cheese, yogurt, 

and more at wholesale prices. For a 

$15 lifetime membership fee, partici-

pants can put in weekly orders, to be 

picked up on Thursday afternoons 

behind Stocking Hall.

‘The major you choose isn’t as 
important as parents think.’

— Interim President Hunter Rawlings,  
encouraging students to ‘major in what you love’ 

during a lecture to an economics class
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9/11 Memorial in Anabel Taylor
In late October, Cornell dedicated a permanent memorial to the twenty-one 

alumni who perished in the 9/11 terrorist attacks. The remembrance is locat-

ed in the Anabel Taylor Hall rotunda (above), on a wall near the University’s 

World War II memorial. The dedication included the announcement of the 

September 11 Memorial Scholarship for undergrads; its first recipient is Arts 

and Sciences student Michael Golden ’20, whose father and uncles were 

among the NYPD’s first responders on 9/11.

Arrest Made in Campus Murder 
An Ithaca-area man has been arrested in the kill-

ing of an Ithaca College student, who died of stab 

wounds in late August after a large fight broke out 

on Ho Plaza following an event in Willard Straight 

Hall. The alleged assailant, twenty-three-year-old 

Nagee Green from the nearby village of Freeville, 

has been charged with second-degree murder and 

second-degree assault. Anthony Nazaire, a nineteen- 

year-old IC sophomore from Brooklyn, died in the 

early morning hours of Sunday, August 28.

CLIMBING HIGH: The University now boasts a newly expanded climbing wall. Thanks to an $850,000 upgrade project two years 
in the making, the Lindseth Climbing Center in Bartels Hall has 8,000 square feet of space, compared with its former 4,800. The 
facility—originally funded by Jon Lindseth ’56, BME ’57,who also supported the expansion—opened in 1990.

Center Opposes Death Penalty
The Law School has launched the Cornell Center on 

Death Penalty Worldwide, the first entity of its kind 

in the U.S. According to founder Sandra Babcock, 

professor of law, it will focus on “the application of 

international human rights norms that favor aboli-

tion of the death penalty in the United States and 

other countries.” The center will conduct research, 

advocacy, and litigation on death penalty issues. 

Its first major initiative will be a summer insti-

tute bringing together capital defense lawyers from 

around the globe to share strategies.
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Science advocate and TV star Bill Nye ’77 
wants to stop climate change, restore respect 
for scientific literacy—and watch Big Red 
baseball games online

f a c u l t y  r e s e a r c h   •   c a m p u s  l i f e   •   a l u m n i  s t o r i e s

C U R R E N T S

Renaissance Guy

 Bill Nye ’77 has a lot on his mind.
The University-trained mechanical engineer known as 

“the Science Guy” is working to raise awareness about cli-
mate change, which he calls “the most serious problem facing 
everybody.” He has a new Netflix show coming out in the spring, a 
program modestly titled “Bill Nye Saves the World.” He’s finishing 
up a book— Everything All At Once: How Nerds Solve Problems—
set for release this summer. Within a span of a couple of weeks last 
fall, he hosted an online telethon to benefit America’s national ›  Ph
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parks in their centennial year; celebrated Thanksgiving with 
famed astronomer and fellow science popularizer Neil deGrasse 
Tyson; tweeted an invitation to discuss climate solutions with 
president-elect Donald Trump; and promoted a limited-edition 
shirt—bearing a cartoon of himself and the phrase “It’s not mag-
ic, it’s science!”—to raise money for a nonprofit working toward 
100 percent renewable energy.

But today, he really wants to talk about the Gates Hall webcam.
The camera, perched atop Cornell’s computing and informa-

tion science building, offers a view of the Solar Noon Clock on 
Rhodes Hall that Nye designed and endowed. With a nod to his 

long-standing baseball fandom, it also shows the 
Hoy Field scoreboard—but not, to the Science 
Guy’s eternal chagrin, the actual games. 

“If we zoom out, the whole field is blocked by 
the building!” Nye says, flipping open his laptop 
to display the offending evidence. “For crying out 
loud! There’s a webcam on top of Gates Hall, and 
it’s installed exactly where you can’t see the field!” 

It’s the first Wednesday in December, and Nye 
is chatting with CAM at the Cornell Club in 
Manhattan. He’s sporting a bow tie, of course—a 
navy blue number bearing the University seal that 
he had custom made from a conventional Big Red 

necktie. (The Cornell Store has since started selling its own bow 
ties; and yes, Nye owns those too.)

Nye’s indignation over the webcam is partly in jest—but 
not entirely. As he points out, “The camera is freaking there; 
you’re talking about moving it a meter.” In other words: a doable 
change would solve a problem and make things better for every-
one (or, at any rate, for Big Red baseball fans who can’t make 
it to home games). And problem-solving for the greater good is 
Nye’s over-arching passion—be it in terms of finding ways to 
get more kids interested in the STEM fields, raising awareness 
about the dangers of pseudoscience, or advocating for scientif-
ic literacy. “We’ve gotten into a way of thinking, especially here 
in the United States, that expert opinions are not valued,” Nye 
says. “It’s very troubling.”

multimedia man (from top): Nye 
with a National Parks official during 
an online telethon; posing for a 
selfie with President Obama and 
Neil deGrasse Tyson; his Tweet to 
President-elect Trump on climate 
change; and his limited-edition shirt 
to benefit renewable energy research. 
Opposite page (from top): Appearing 
on “Numb3rs,” “Dancing with the 
Stars,” and “The Big Bang Theory,” and 
debating creationist Ken Ham.
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‘ I feel the more I’m in the public 
eye, the more my message of an 
optimistic future through science 
is available to more people.’

But just as Mary Poppins sang that a spoonful of sugar would 
help the medicine go down, Nye knows that if he wants to edu-
cate, he has to captivate. Back when he was doing his signature 
PBS series, “Bill Nye the Science Guy”—which ran from 1993 
to 1998 and won him seven Daytime Emmy Awards—he’d, say, 
explain static electricity by having kids rub balloons on their 
heads. Nowadays, he does things like compete on “Dancing with 
the Stars” and then, a few months later, go head to head with an 
avowed creationist—advocating for evolution in a live-streamed 
debate that has been viewed on YouTube some 5.8 million times. 
He has acted on TV shows like “Numb3rs” and played himself 
on “The Big Bang Theory,” a science-friendly sitcom he calls “the 
coolest thing in the world.” (In the episode, which also stars Bob 
Newhart, uber-nerd Sheldon pursues a friendship with Nye and 
is ultimately rebuffed, leading him to describe his erstwhile pal 
as “Bill Nye the Restraining Order Guy.”) “I feel the more I’m 
in the public eye, the more my message of an optimistic future 
through science is available to more people,” he says. “It has to 
be entertaining first. That’s human nature.”

Nye grew up in Washington, DC, the child of two World War 
II veterans; his mom served as a codebreaker, and his dad spent 
years in a Japanese POW camp (where a lack of available time-
keeping sparked a lifelong love of sundials, which he passed on 
to his son). His earliest science memories include seeing the 
craters of the moon for the first time through a rudimentary 
telescope. Then there was an epiphany sparked by a bee sting. 
“My mom put ammonia on it, and it felt better,” he recalls. “But 
then on the side of the bottle was a skull and crossbones, and I 
was like, ‘Are you trying to kill me?’ I realized there was more to 
it. There was chemistry.” 

On the Hill, in addition to his mechanical engineering curric-
ulum, Nye took classes in subjects from psychology to German. 
“It was too busy—I didn’t know how to pace myself,” he says. “I 
would always take courses that were too hard.” In engineering, 
his professors included David Caughey, who taught him intro-
duction to aeronautics. Caughey recalls that when Nye turned 
in his final exam, he also handed him a model of a Supermarine 
Spitfire—a single-engine plane that the British flew in World › 
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War II—that he’d crafted from balsa wood and paper. “It must have taken 
him hours,” remembers Caughey, now a professor emeritus, “and he told 
me maybe this would mitigate his performance on the exam.” 

Years later, after moving offices, Caughey lost the model. After he 
admitted as much to Nye, his former student—back on campus for a 
stint as a Frank H.T. Rhodes Class of ’56 University Professor—gave 
him a replacement, also handmade. “He’s a really nice guy—warm, 
thoughtful, friendly, and open,” Caughey says. “I’m proud that he was 
able to make a difference in a lot of kids’ lives, to open their eyes to the 
fun of science.”

Before becoming the Science Guy, Nye was a working engineer, head-
ing to Seattle after graduation for a job at Boeing. His first brush with 
fame came when he won the city’s round of a Steve Martin lookalike con-
test; he got his start in TV doing science demonstrations on a local show. 
He was contemplating what would become his seminal program around 
the time of his 10th Reunion in 1987. Back on campus, he sought an 
audience with Carl Sagan, his former astronomy professor and the “sci-
ence guy” of his time. “I met with him for seven minutes and told him 
about these things I wanted to do on television in Seattle,” Nye recalls. 
“He said, ‘Don’t do engineering demonstrations. Focus on pure science.’ 
It was fantastic advice. He said, ‘Kids resonate to pure science’—that was 
the verb he used.” 

Nye followed Sagan’s guidance, and the ensuing show—which ran for 
100 episodes—made him a beloved figure to a generation of kids. “People 
might say, ‘Bill Nye had this great engineering education, and look what 
he did with it,’ ” says Caughey. “Well, look what he did with it. He saw 
this problem of engaging kids in science and came up with an interesting 
solution that impacted a lot of people.” In recognition of his status as an 
American icon, the Smithsonian Institution recently archived a selection 

S t u d i e d a S tronom y 
u n de r C a rl Sag a n:  
“He was the real deal; that’s what I 
tell everybody. He was a fantastic 
lecturer. You’d hang on his every 
word. He had this way of speaking 
that was poetic.”

Pl ay e d on th e u n i v e r S it y ’S f i r S t u lti m ate 
fri Sb e e Squa d: “It’s the only team sport in which 
the offense can’t score unassisted; you have to throw 
it from one player to another. I still play in the summer 
on the beach, because the chances of injury are lower. 
When a guy my age puts on cleats and starts running up 
and down, the hamstrings can be troublesome.”

Wa S fa m ouS for h i S PoPCorn - m a k i ng 
Sk i ll S at Pa r ti e S: “I still make so much popcorn. 
I cook it in a pot on the stovetop. I’m sympathetic to the 
microwave people, but I don’t get it.”

on the hill ,  nye .  .  .  
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of his papers and memorabilia including annotated scripts, two Emmys, 
and a lab coat.

Nye’s new half-hour show, “Bill Nye Saves the World,” will feature 
him and a team of correspondents traveling the globe to explore issues 
ranging from vaccination to the genetics of sexuality and gender identity. 
“The shows are about topics that the general public is concerned about,” 
Nye says, “and we want you to have a scientific point of view when you 
think about them.” He describes his upcoming book, Everything All 
At Once, as being “about the scientific method, how everyone should 
embrace it and think critically.” His previous books include Undeniable: 
Evolution and the Science of Creation and Unstoppable: Harnessing 
Science to Change the World, which recently came out in paperback. The 
latter examines the factors that have driven climate change, delving into 
some hard-core science to examine the issue and posit solutions. “If you 
like to worry about things—and most people do—you are living at a 
great time,” Nye writes in the introduction. “Climate change is coming, 
and it is coming right at you.”

Curbing climate change isn’t Nye’s sole “save the world” mission. He 
says he has three major wishes for everyone on Earth: reliable supplies of 
clean water, renewably produced electricity, and Internet access. His eyes 
are on the skies, too: he’s the CEO of the Planetary Society, a nonprof-
it that Sagan founded to advance space science and exploration. Nye has 
also applied his engineering acumen to smaller-scale challenges: he holds 
a patent on ballet pointe shoes that provide better foot support, and he cre-
ated a batting-practice bat (dubbed the “Fango”) with a pronged tip that 
picks up baseballs so coaches don’t have to bend over.

Nye—who’s aiming to attend his 40th Reunion this spring—
has been back to campus numerous times over the years, including 
speaking at Charter Day Weekend and guest lecturing to Caughey’s 
students. In August 2011 he was on hand to dedicate the Solar Noon 
Clock, whose creation comprises one of his favorite Cornell-related 
stories. As he recalls, he traveled to Cincinnati to work with a major 
clock company on the device, which marks the moment when the sun 
is highest in the sky. “I made a special trip there with the sketch, and 
they said, ‘No, we can’t possibly incorporate a solar noon feature pro-
grammed from a laptop,’ ” he says. So Nye tapped mechanical and 
aerospace engineering professor Michel Louge for help, and his stu-
dents tackled the problem over a weekend. “With a group of Cornell 
engineering students and three or four pizzas,” Nye recalls, “by 
Sunday morning, it was mostly working.” n

— Beth Saulnier

Ask the science Guy
In advance of interviewing Bill Nye, CAM’s 
reporter asked her Facebook friends what 
they’ve always wanted to know about him—
and got a torrent of responses. A sampling:

How many bow ties do you have?
“Certainly 400, but there might be 500 now.” 

Would you visit Mars if you could?
“I’d go—but I’ve got to come back. Mars is really 
cold, and the other thing you’ll pick up right away 
if you go there is that you can’t breathe. So it’s not 
just a camping trip, it’s living under a dome your 
whole life.” 

What invention do you think has most  
helped humanity?
“Sewers. If we could get sewers everywhere in 
the world, we’d really get something done.”

What’s it like to be the face of science?
“It’s great, but the thing I didn’t anticipate was the 
lack of privacy. Everywhere I go, everything I say 
is recorded. And the selfie thing—I’m not a fan. 
People don’t really want to interact with me. They 
want a picture. Shaking hands is fine. It’s the per-
functory, ‘I don’t care about you, Bill, I just want to 
put this on Instagram’ that I’m not crazy about.”

Why did you agree to debate a creationist?
“To raise awareness of a movement that is sup-
pressing the science education of children. We 
have a population of students in Kentucky and 
the surrounding area who are not being exposed 
to the scientific method. It’s heartbreaking that 
we’re raising a generation of kids who won’t be 
able to participate in the future because they’re 
excluded from the best idea humans have ever 
had, which is science.” 

What have you learned about human  
nature that surprises you most?
“People are more alike than they are different.”

‘Focus on pure science,’ 
Carl Sagan advised when 
Nye was planning his 
‘Science Guy’ show. ‘Kids 
resonate to pure science.’ 

back on campus: Nye speaking during Charter Day Weekend 
(left) and giving a lecture (opposite page) at his 35th Reunion.Ph
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On a Wing and a CrayOn
The Lab of O debuts a pair of coloring books for grown-ups

 A male bird-of-paradise is seen perched on a branch, its 
feathers on dramatic display. A red-tailed hawk soars 
between two trees, on the lookout for its next meal. A 

great blue heron stands in a cluster of reeds, raising its chest to 
showcase its fluffy “nuptial plumes.”

 These may be typical avian scenes, but the images them-
selves are unorthodox: instead of boasting their usual vibrant 
hues, the birds and their habitats are drawn in stark black and 
white, ready for someone to color between the lines. 

The drawings are featured in two books released last fall by 
the publishing arm of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. With text 

by lab staffers and images by freelance artists, the volumes are 
intended to be both entertaining and educational. Tapping into 
the current popularity of coloring books for grown-ups, they offer 
an up-close look at species and their habitats, in scenes depicted 
with ornithological accuracy and vetted by lab scientists. “One 
of the biggest artistic challenges was how to show feathers in a 
way that would be fun to color, while echoing the patterns of 
the birds,” notes Miyoko Chu, the lab’s senior director of com-
munications, who wrote the text for one of the 
books, America’s Favorite Birds. 

FLYING COLORS: A great blue heron (seen here 
as a work in progress), one of the species in 
America’s Favorite Birds.

“Feathers can be tedious 
to color if you’re mimick-
ing the feather structures 
directly from reality, so I 
appreciate that the artists 
found a balance.”

To select the forty spe-
cies for America’s Favorite 
Birds from among 800 
potential candidates, the 
lab conducted an online 
poll that garnered 250,000 votes 
in less than a week. The second 
book, Birds of Paradise, features 
thirty-nine species found on the 
island of New Guinea and its 
environs, as well as in north-
eastern Australia; it was written 
by Edwin Scholes, director of 
research and interpretation at 
the lab’s Macaulay Library. A third volume—Backyard Birds and 
Blossoms, co-written by Emma Greig, a former lab postdoc who 
now leads its Project FeederWatch—is due out in March. “We 
thought we could create something that’s fun and enjoyable, 
while also helping people understand birds, so hopefully they’ll 
want to protect them,” Chu says. “One of our motivations was 

to reach people who might not yet love birds—but 
if they realize how amazing and beautiful they are, 
they might become hooked.”

The books are printed on heavy-stock paper 
that can accommodate the use of watercolor 
pencils; pages are perforated, so they can be eas-
ily removed for coloring or as a keepsake. The 
text includes each bird’s common and scientif-
ic names as well as illuminating details—for 
example, the fact that the ruby-throated 
hummingbird is the world’s most efficient pol-
linator of trumpet-vine flowers, transferring 
“ten times more pollen per visit than bumble-
bees do.” At the back of the books are color 
photos showing the birds’ real-life plum-
age—but Chu notes that users should feel 
free to be artistic. “People can color the 
birds realistically,” she says, “or they can 
use their imagination.”  n

— Jessica Brofsky ’18

‘ We thought we could create something that’s 
fun and enjoyable, while also helping people 
understand birds, so hopefully they’ll want to 
protect them,’ says writer Miyoko Chu.
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 W hen Ryan O’Byrne ’07 skat-
ed away from Cornell in the 
middle of his senior year to 

play in the National Hockey League, he 
cut a deal with himself: sooner or later, 
he’d finish school. “I knew if I didn’t go 
back and get my degree,” O’Byrne says, 
“I would regret it for the rest of my life.” 
After spending almost ten years in the 
pros—including the Montreal Canadiens, 
Colorado Avalanche, Toronto Maple 
Leafs, and a closing stint in Europe—the 
6-foot-5-inch, 234-pound defenseman 
retired last spring. Last fall, he fulfilled 
his promise to himself—coming back to 
the Hill at age thirty-two to complete his 

bachelor’s in hotel adminis-
tration in one final, intense 
semester. 

A native of Victoria, British 
Columbia, O’Byrne played 
hockey almost as soon as 
he could toddle. He arrived 
at Cornell already drafted 
by the Canadiens, common 
practice in the NHL. As a 
student, his plan was simple: 
“Play my best hockey, and let 
the Canadiens decide if they 
were going to sign me in my 
senior year or earlier.” But, he 

admits, “My grades weren’t as good as they could have been.” He got called to train-
ing camp with a semester to go. “Leaving Cornell was a very hard decision,” he says. 
“I loved it here and had a close bond with my teammates. We’d been together four 
years, and you can’t replicate that connection in the pros.”

The decision to return was easier. O’Byrne notes that an NHL player’s peak earn-
ing years are from twenty-two to twenty-eight—and that’s exactly the time it took 
for the sport to take its toll on him. “Once I turned twenty-nine, my body changed 
completely,” says O’Byrne, who bears an impressive scar from getting his cheek 
sliced open by a skate blade in 2012. The nasty cut—as well as a badly broken 
nose—were hazards of the job but not deal-breakers; the knee, hip, and back injuries 
were. After his stint with the Maple Leafs he played in Russian, Swiss, and Swedish 
leagues, a common route for aging pros, he says. The money was good, the travel 
fun. However, his chances of an NHL comeback were slim, he was a long way from 
home, and the thrill of the ice had ebbed. A career change made sense, and securing 
his degree was a top priority.   

After a pro hockey career, 
Ryan O’Byrne ’07 came back 
to campus to finish his degreeRematch

GOAL-ORIENTED: Ryan 
O’Byrne ’07 (from top) 
between classes at the 
Hotel school, playing for 
the Toronto Maple Leafs 
in 2013, and suited up 
for the Big Red hockey 
team, for whom he served 
as a volunteer coaching 
assistant last fall 

‘ This time, I was more serious about my studies—no question. 
The goal coming back was to get straight A’s.’
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Returning to the classroom in late 
August, O’Byrne threw himself into 
a twenty-four-credit semester, racking 
up fourteen-hour days—and focusing 
on coursework as he once had on hock-
ey. “This time, I was more serious about 
my studies—no question,” he said in 
mid-November. “The goal coming back 
was to get straight A’s, and I’m pret-
ty much there.” A work ethic forged in 
a high-stress sport helped him meet the 
demands of a heavy course load, he says. 
But there were some specific challenges, 
like mastering Microsoft Office—not the 
sorts of skills he’d been cultivating on the 
ice. Reports a proud O’Byrne: “I can make 
a great PowerPoint slide now.” 

If his age, sheer size, and unorthodox 
pedigree made him an obvious stand-
out in class, he did his best to blend and 
contribute, says professor Tony Simons, 
who teaches a course on negotiation in 
the hotel industry that requires week-
ly teamwork on simulated contracts. 
“Ryan engaged as an equal partner 
with the other students,” Simons says. 
“Nontraditional students are always 
a refreshing presence, and he was no 
exception. Of course, the salary numbers 
he negotiated as a professional athlete 
would have stunned his classmates—but 
he didn’t really speak of that.” 

Back on campus after a decade’s 
absence, he found that some things were 
the same, others very different. Back in the  
day, he lived with teammates in a 
Collegetown rental dubbed the “Hockey 
House”; now, it’s just another student 
abode on Catherine Street. Cornell’s 
physical campus has grown—but more 
striking to him was the panoply of pro-
grams on offer. “When I was here before, 
I was in a bit of a bubble and I didn’t rec-
ognize the depth of student resources,” 
he says. “It’s been eye-opening to see the 
range of career services and extracurric-
ular programs.” O’Byrne’s next move: 
gain admission to a master’s program 
with an eye toward the field of real estate 
finance. “In hockey, you’re only as good as 
your last game; there’s a lot of stress and 
uncertainty every day,” he says. “That 
experience made it so I feel I can handle 
pretty much anything.” n

— Franklin Crawford
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C U R R E N T S

 In winemaking, “terroir” refers to the distinct character that 
the soil, climate, and topography of the grape-growing land 
give the resulting libation. With Brooklyn Oenology, Alie 

Shaper ’95, BS ORIE ’96, is offering a spin on that concept.
The wines that Shaper creates aren’t actually made in 

Brooklyn but at a custom-crush facility on the North Fork of 
Long Island. And of course her grapes aren’t grown in the bor-
ough; they come from around New York State. But the winery 
aims to capture the ethos of Brooklyn—that rapidly gentrifying 
enclave that’s home to myriad artists, musicians, writers, and 
makers of craft beverages and artisanal foods. “It occurred to me 
one day, out for a walk and appreciating the neighborhood, that 
wine was something that could be done here,” she says. “There 
was something to celebrate here, something to call ‘Brooklyn 
terroir.’ I wanted it to be about what it means to be a part of this 
community, the color and flavor of where we’re from.”

A Long Island native, Shaper studied engineering on the Hill, 
earning a degree in operations research—and getting her first 
extensive exposure to wine in the Hotel school’s ever-popular 
course. She worked in Silicon Valley after graduation, includ-
ing a stint designing in-helmet informational displays for fighter 
pilots, and continued her informal enology education with tast-
ing trips to California wine country. After returning to New 
York she worked in a Hudson Valley tasting room, which led to a 
job in a Manhattan wine store and other positions in the indus-
try; her training as a winemaker has included both on-the-job 
apprenticeships and Cornell Cooperative Extension seminars. 
She founded Brooklyn Oenology in 2006 and opened her own 

tasting room in Williamsburg 
the following year. 

But like so many Brook-
lynites, Shaper has found the 
borough’s renaissance to be 

a double-edged sword. Not 
only have rising residential 
costs necessitated a person-
al move from Williamsburg 
to the North Fork, but in 
November she closed the 
tasting room, spurred in 
part by the gentrification 
that has sent commercial 
rents into the stratosphere. 
She’s still making wine 
at the North Fork facility, 

selling her Brooklyn-inspired beverages online, and running a 
wine consulting business—but in terms of a retail presence, 
she’s contemplating her next move. “Will I reopen in Brooklyn?” 
she muses. “I don’t really know.”

Producing about 6,000 cases a year, Shaper sells three of her 
own brands under the Brooklyn Oenology umbrella, priced from 
around $15 to $45. (A fourth, Saltbird Cellars, is created by one 
of Shaper’s winemaking colleagues.) Her main brand, BOE, fea-

tures distinctive labels reproducing work by Brooklyn artists. 
BOE wines include whites, reds, and rosés, such as a 2013 Pinot 
Gris sourced from Finger Lakes grapes and a 2012 Merlot sourced 
from the North Fork. BOE also offers orange wine, whose name 
refers not to the fruit but to the beverage’s color. “You soak white 
wine grapes with their skins and seeds, and they’ll impart color 
anywhere from a gold to a deep amber-copper,” she explains. “It 
can have a beautiful nuttiness and a flowery aroma, but it’s quite 
dry. It goes well with things like cured meats, roasted vegetables, 
and aged cheeses.”

Under a second brand, Shindig, Shaper produces moderately 
priced wines including sparkling whites and rosés. Her boutique 
brand, As If, comprises higher-end offerings including the 2014 
Serendipity, a blend of Chardonnay, Viognier, and Sauvignon 
Blanc; priced at $45, it garnered 90 points from wine maven 
Robert Parker, who dubbed it “beautifully focused” with “good 
concentration coupled with a fruity finish.” Says Shaper: “I love 
that winemaking is both scientific and creative. It speaks to both 
sides of my brain.” n

— Kitty Kemp

‘I wanted it to be about what it means to 
be a part of this community, the color and 

flavor of where we’re from.’

Brooklyn 
in a Bottle
Alie Shaper ’95, BS ORIE ’96, runs a winery 
devoted to channeling the borough’s ethos
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www.brown.edu/summer

Experience College This Summer
n  Challenge Yourself with Ivy League Academics

n  Prepare to Succeed in a College Environment

n  Meet Exceptional Students from Around the World

n  More than 300 Academic Courses

n  College Credit Courses

n  Sessions 1 to 7 Weeks in Length

n  STEM Programs for Middle and High School Students

n  Summer Sports Camps

BROWN | Pre-College

Four weeklong sessions, July 9 – August 5

cauinfo@cornell.edu • cau.cornell.edu • 607.255.6260

Youth ages 3 – 15 get a wonderful taste of college life at Cornell
and enjoy the fun and friendships of a great camp

Cornell’s Adult University (CAU)
Summer Youth Program and Camp
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Programs for High School Students

summercollege.cornell.edu
Courses in architecture, business, engineering, 
international relations, social change,  
veterinary medicine, and more

• Study with Cornell faculty

• Earn college credit

• Attend college admissions 
workshops

• Make friends from around 
the world
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Committed
Dinah Miller, MD ’88

In what the Washington Post called “a highly 
informative and surprisingly balanced 
book,” Miller, a psychiatry instructor at 
Johns Hopkins, examines the controversy 
over involuntary psychiatric care in the U.S. 
Through interviews with doctors, patients, 
lawyers, and others—and discussions of 
public tragedies like the mass shootings 

in an Aurora, Colorado, movie theater and an elementary school 
in Newtown, Connecticut—she and her co-author explore how 
the current system attempts to balance individual civil rights with 
concerns over public safety. They offer suggestions for policy 
reform, arguing that involuntary care should be considered a 
last resort. “The converging forces of fear-based legislation and 
financially driven healthcare systems,” they write, “have taken 
American mental healthcare to a dangerous point.”

Our Food
raniDa MCKneally ’96

What makes popcorn pop? Why are 
fruits so colorful? Those questions and 
many others are answered in this large-
format children’s book about nutrition. 
McKneally, a science writer, teamed up 
with another author and an artist, who 
created brightly hued illustrations of farm 
scenes; the book also contains easily 

understandable scientific information as well as haiku poetry. 
(“Rabbits are welcome / In the vegetable garden / There’s lettuce 
for all!”) Kirkus lauded the book for its “playful prose and palatable 
poetry,” adding that it “provides a useful, kid-friendly introduction 
to nutrition.”

Class
luCinDa rOsenFelD ’91

The author of such novels as I’m So 
Happy for You and The Pretty One offers 
this culturally charged tale of a middle-
class mother named Karen who lives with 
her husband and daughter in Brooklyn. 
Devoted to her career in nonprofits that 
aid disadvantaged youth, Karen enrolls her 
daughter in a racially diverse public school—

motivated more by a desire to stay in line with her own ideals than 
by her child’s academic needs. But Karen soon begins to spiral 
downward: she has an extramarital affair, lies about her address 
so she can move her daughter to a more privileged school, and 
even risks prison to further her work. “The story is uncomfortable 
and excellently handled by Rosenfeld,” said Publisher’s Weekly. 
“It invites questions about faithfulness and philanthropy, one’s 
obligation to those less fortunate, and what it means to be middle-
class in an unequal society.”

Becoming Who i am
ritCh savin-WilliaMs

In a series of interviews with young men 
and boys, Savin-Williams expands on the 
concept of the modern gay identity that 
he addressed in his previous book, The 
New Gay Teenager. A developmental 
psychology professor and director of 
Cornell’s Sex & Gender Lab, Savin-Williams 
delves into such topics as first sexual 
encounters, coming out to friends and 

family, and forming romantic relationships. “As these youths were 
quick to tell me, today’s gay teen is not particularly fond of the 
public image of ‘gay youth,’ ” writes Savin-Williams. “The stories in 
these pages provide a glimpse into the ordinary lives of gay teens, 
who seek the same things straight boys do.”

all Joe Knight
Kevin MOrris ’85

Morris, a prominent entertainment lawyer 
whose clients include the creators of 
“South Park,” co-produced the Tony-
winning musical The Book of Mormon; 
he previously penned the short story 
collection White Man’s Problems, which 
Kirkus praised as “mordantly funny.” In 
his debut novel, he crafts a protagonist 
who was orphaned at six months of age, 

only feeling a sense of belonging when he joined his high school 
basketball team. Years later, he makes millions selling the firm he 
built from the ground up, and cuts his former teammates in on 
the deal. But the sale comes under investigation by the federal 
government—forcing Joe to cope with his inner demons, his 
relationships, and a secret that he’s been keeping for decades. Says 
Publisher’s Weekly: “Morris’s novel deftly shows that the frustrations 
of a stunted middle-aged man are evocative terrain.” 

War torn
Kenneth Miller ’85

As a filmmaker, writer, advisor to 
international NGOs, and professor of clinical 
and community psychology, Miller has 
worked with war-affected communities for 
decades. His latest book (subtitled Stories 
of Courage, Love, and Resilience) describes 
the lives of civilians who have survived wars 
and armed conflicts around the world. Each 
chapter is devoted to a country—including 

Guatemala, Mexico, Bosnia, Afghanistan, Iraq, and Sri Lanka—in 
which Miller has worked. As Cornell psychology professor emeritus 
James Garbarino, PhD ’73, writes in the foreword: “Resilience is not a 
simple ‘trait’ that you either have or don’t have. No one has absolute 
resilience; each of us has a breaking point.”
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New Releases 

To purchase these books and others by Cornellians, or to submit your book for possible mention in Cornell Alumni Magazine, go to “Cornell Authors” at cornellalumnimagazine.com.

A U T H O R S
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Football On October 1, the team did something it 
hadn’t achieved in more than 60 years: beat a nation-
ally ranked opponent on the road. The dramatic 
39-38 victory at Colgate (ranked 25th) was Cornell’s 
first such win since beating then-13th-ranked Penn 
13-6 at Franklin Field in 1950. The Big Red trailed the 
Red Raiders 38-19 late in the third quarter before reel-
ing off three unanswered touchdowns, including the 
game winner, a 19-yard pass from Dalton Banks ’19 
to Collin Shaw ’17 with 28 seconds to play. The win-
ning drive was set up by a fourth-down defensive stop 
by linebacker Kurt Frimel ’18 with 90 seconds left.

Fencing Cornell was well represented at October’s 
North American Cup event in Detroit—with a current 
student, a member of the Big Red coaching staff, 
and an alum all posting impressive finishes in the 
foil competition. New assistant coach Nicole Ross 
led the way, earning her first Division I gold medal 
at a national tournament. Victoria Wines ’17 was 
18th out of 148 competitors, losing one bout in pool  
competition, and April Whitney ’14  was 19th.

Field Hockey Co-captain Katy Weeks ’17 finished 
her career with a host of laurels, becoming the sev-
enth four-time All-Ivy selection in program history 
and earning an invitation to the National Field Hockey 
Coaches Association Division I Senior Game. A first-
team All-Ivy pick, Weeks started all 67 games of her 
Cornell career and finished sixth in career assists.  
She was joined on the first team by Sam McILwrick  
’18, who backstopped a Cornell defense that allowed  
just 6.0 shots on goal per game and helped the Big 
Red to third place in the Ivy League, its fourth straight 
conference finish in the top three.

Alumni News
lacrosse Former Big Red All-
American Max Seibald ’09 has co-
authored The ABCs of Boys’ Lacrosse, 
a children’s book designed to intro-
duce kids to the sport. Published 
in September by Mascot Books, 
it offers an alphabetical tour of terms relating to 
lacrosse; for example, “S” is for “sportsmanship,” 
“shoulder pads,” and the “shaft” of the stick.

Fencing Although hip surgery forced her to the  
sidelines, Michelle Sonnenfeld Verhave ’80 helped 
U.S. Fencing to its most successful Veteran World 
Championships, serving as team captain and head 
of delegation for the squad of 40-and-older fencers 
that won a record 20 medals, including four gold, over  
seven days in Stralsund, Germany, in October. Verhave 
competed in the 2015 event in France, helping the
women’s foil team win a gold.

Coaching Changes
squasH Cornell will now have one of the sport’s 
top players in its corner with the naming of two-time 

world champion David Palmer as head coach. 
Just one of seven players to win multiple world 

titles (2002, 2006), Palmer won 27 World Pro 
tour events and had two stints atop the 

world professional rankings, in 2001 
and 2006. He was named Australia’s 
Senior Athlete of the Year four times and 

selected by his squash peers as the Player 
of the Decade in 2010.

Big Red Highlights 

golF The men’s team won its own invitational in 
September, its first full-field tournament win in nine 
seasons. Luke Graboyes ’17 was second in the indi-
vidual standings, shooting an even-par total of 290 
for the three days, including a two-under-par 69 in 
the final round. The team total of 27 over par was four 
shots better than runner-up Colgate.

Men’s tennis Chris Vrabel ’17 won the USTA/
ITA Northeast Regional, Cornell’s first singles victory 
since the tournament was aligned into 12 
regions in 2009. Vrabel didn’t lose a set 
in his six match wins, which pushed his 
fall record to 11-2. In 2013, Vrabel teamed 
with Sam Fleck ’15 to take the Northeast 
Regional doubles title.

cross country Distance runner Taylor 
Knibb ’20 won the International Triathlon 
Union Junior World Championship, held 
in Cozumel, Mexico, in September. Knibb, 
who finished second in last year’s 
race, was 30 seconds 
behind the leader 
after the 750-meter 
swim, but beat the 
field by 34 seconds 
in the 20-kilometer bike 
portion and maintained 
her lead throughout the 
five kilometer run to win by 
36 seconds with a time of 59:05. 
Kyleigh Spearing ’20 passed 20 
competitors during the 5K run to 
finish ninth with a time of 1:00:16.

big win: The football team (left) celebrates its victory 
over Colgate. Above: Field hockey standout Katy Weeks 
’17. Below: Tennis star Chris Vrabel ’17.
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Italian Riviera & Chianti
June 4-13, 2017

Genoa, Sestri Levante, Portofino, 
Camogli, Cinque Terre, Carrara, 
Radda in Chianti, Siena, Castellina, 
Florence, San Gimignano, and Colle 
di Val d’Elsa. 10 days from $3,490 per 
person double occupancy. Details and 
registration at (800) 323-7373.

Switzerland 
July 12-22, 2017

Zürich, Thun, Kandersteg, Bern, 
Brienz, Rothhorn, Interlaken, 
Lauterbrunnen Valley, Mürren,  
Gruyères, Villars-sur-Ollon, 
Montreux, and Zermatt. 11 days from 
$3,790 per person double occupancy. 
Details and registration at  
(800) 323-7373.
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Scotland   
August 14-22, 2017

Edinburgh, Stirling, Loch Lomond, 
The Trossachs, St. Andrews, Perth, 
and Crieff. 9 days from $3,390 per 
person double occupancy. Details and 
registration at (800) 323-7373.

Grand Danube with Prague
August 23 - september 6, 2017

Prague, Czech Republic; Passau, 
Germany; Melk, Dürnstein, and 
Vienna, Austria; Bratislava, Slovakia; 
Budapest and Pécs, Hungary; 
Belgrade, Serbia; Iron Gate Gorge and 
Drobeta-Turnu Severin, Romania; 
and Vidin and Sofia, Bulgaria. 15 
days including 8 nights aboard the 
MS Amadeus Silver from $5,090 per 
person double occupancy. Details and 
registration at (800) 323-7373.

alumni.cornell.edu/travel/  

caatravel@cornell.edu 

607.254.5404

Apulia: Undiscovered Italy
november 4-12, 2017

Bari, Polignano a Mare, Lecce, 
Ostuni, Trani, Alberobello, 
Locorotondo, and Matera. 9 days 
from $2,790 per person double 
occupancy. Details and registration 
at (800) 323-7373.
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A
s much as Cornellians love returning to the Hill, they also adore going 

far, far away from it. With curious minds and a yen for adventure, many 

alums are avid travelers. Countless Cornellians work in the hospitality  

industry worldwide—and not just because we have the best hotel 

school on the planet. To celebrate Big Red wanderlust in its varied forms, 

CAM offers a sampling of Cornellian travel—from a hotelier who hosted the 

G7 summit at his family’s German castle to a geologist who takes intrepid 

tourists on glacial forays. We tap grads in the tourism and cruise industries 

for insider tips—including the next hot destinations—and check in with a 

pair of alums who are helping travelers turn their vacations into a chance 

for meaningful volunteer work. We meet Hotel faculty doing research on 

real-world problems, and current undergrads who decided to forego spring 

break on the beach in favor of service in underprivileged communities. Plus, 

we cover not one but two University-based programs that bring Cornellians 

together for carefully curated voyages around the globe. As Kalisa Martin 

’08 puts it in our story on the Jamaican B&B she launched on Kickstarter: 

“Being exposed to other cultures is a way to make the world smaller and to 

help us all understand each other better.” ›
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David Steward ’79 is president and CEO of ShermansTravel 
Media, which publishes travel news and advice, and distrib-
utes vacation deals. CAM asked him to share his insider tips 
on some emerging, less-touristy places that might tempt his 
fellow Cornellians. 

OFF-ROAD IN GREENLAND
“Greenland is not much thought of as a 
destination—but Iceland, which is a rela-
tively modestly scaled island not far away, 
has become very popular. Greenland 
is a bit of the Iceland experience, but off 
the beaten path. To get there you fly via 
Iceland or Denmark. And there are no 
passable roads or rails, so you get from 
town to town either by flying, or there are 
a couple of lines that offer cruises depart-
ing from Iceland. You can do a tundra 
safari where you see whales, polar bears, 
caribou, and walrus. In addition, you have 
activities like dogsledding, hiking, kayak-
ing—and what I think is definitely on most 
people’s bucket lists, the Northern Lights.”

AFRICAN GORILLA SAFARIS
“This is for somebody who has may-
be been on a classic safari or two but 
wants a new experience: a gorilla safa-
ri. The places to see mountain gorillas 
are really Uganda and Rwanda. Some 
amazing luxury options are now avail-
able, but it’s not like you go plop 
yourself in a hotel; these are luxu-
ry camps, and you arrange your trip 
through a tour operator or guide.” 

PANAMANIAN ISLANDS
“When people think of Panama they 
always think of the canal, but one of the 
really outstanding things is they have 
these pristine islands: Coiba and the 
San Blas Islands. A lot of people over the 
last decade or so have been to Costa 
Rica, and some to Belize. This is some-
thing a little different than the classic 
Central American or Caribbean options. 
Another would be Panama City.” 

THE NORTHWEST PASSAGE
“This is a new sailing; it’s by Crystal, which 
is a fine luxury cruise line. It’s a cool trip for 
someone who’s done a lot of cruising and 
is looking for something new, or who has 
done a lot of traveling but is looking for 
that unique ‘bucket list’ experience. But 
the sad story is that the reason that cruis-
ing the Northwest Passage has become 
possible is because of global warming. 
Even five or ten years ago a large ship 
couldn’t get through—but with tempera-
tures rising, the ice is less thick.” Ph
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 ROADS LESS  
TRAvELED

A tourism insider 
details the next 
hot destinations
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CALABRIA: ‘THE NEW PUGLIA’
“Obviously, Italy is one of the world’s premier travel destinations. 
The heel of the ‘boot’ is Puglia, which has become popular for peo-
ple who want to be a little off the beaten path. Calabria—the toe—is 
kind of the new Puglia, and it’s a great area. It’s traditionally one of 
the poorest regions of Italy, and like other less wealthy areas world-
wide, they haven’t had a lot of development, so they tend to be 
more authentic and less touched by tourists. Calabria has some 
lovely towns, like Tropea and Scilla along the Tyrrhenian coast. 
There are no big-brand luxury hotels, but great options for rental 
villas and more quiet boutique hotels.”

LUXURY IN OMAN
“A number of areas in the Middle East, like Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi, have become luxury hotspots, and Oman is the new 
getaway in that category; companies including Shangri-
La, Six Senses, and Ritz-Carlton have resorts there. What’s 
interesting is that you can get there fairly cost-effectively. 
There are a number of Middle Eastern airlines that fly to 
Muscat from the East Coast for under $1,000 round-trip.”

ANCIENT HISTORY IN ETHIOPIA
“One of the things that makes Ethiopia unique versus 
much of Africa is that it was never colonized by Europe, 
so many of its historical sites remain intact. It is a rugged 
country, split by the great Rift Valley, that has every-
thing from rock-cut Coptic Christian churches dating 
from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries to Aksum, the 
ruins of an ancient city with obelisks, tombs, and cas-
tles. On your way to Indian Ocean resort islands like the 
Maldives or Seychelles, Ethiopia can be an interesting 
stop; in Addis Ababa, the capital, you’ll see some sights 
that none of your friends have seen.”

SKIING IN IRAN
“This is definitely for your more adventurous traveler. People 
may not think of Iran in terms of travel—and certainly not likely 
in terms of skiing. But there’s a resort called Dizin about forty 
miles north of Tehran where the snow conditions are fantas-
tic—great powder that rivals the Rockies. There are no real 
luxury accommodations on the mountain, but hotel building 
has been going on in Tehran at a blistering pace, so you can 
always stay there.” 

NOTE: Due to political and social unrest, the U.S. State Department has issued recent travel advisories for Iran and Ethiopia; Steward advises visitors  
to those—and any—destinations to “stay informed, assess any government warnings, and make a decision based on their individual needs and tastes.”

 ROAdS LESS  
TRAvELEd
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C U R R E N T S

 Bavarian Dream

Dietmar Müller-Elmau, MPS ’80, 
reimagined his family’s luxury resort——
home to the 2015 G7 summit
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 W
hen guests first arrive at Schloss 
Elmau, a high-end resort nes-
tled in a secluded valley in the 
Bavarian Alps about an hour 
south of Munich, they can be 

forgiven for thinking they’ve stumbled 
into a scene from The Sound of Music. 
Surrounded by grassy hills, thick forests, 
and snow-capped mountains, it’s easy to 
imagine the von Trapps hiking across 
the lush property and into the pictur-
esque castle that houses its main five-star 
hotel. And while Julie Andrews might not 
be there to lead a song, there’s plenty of 
music to be found; the venue regularly 
stages classical, jazz, and pop concerts by 
world-class artists—along with yoga retreats, literary readings, 
political symposia, and sports and adventure programs. “It’s 
very contradictory,” says managing partner and CEO Dietmar 
Müller-Elmau, MPS ’80. “It’s a cultural hideaway. It’s a luxury 
spa. It’s a family resort. It’s a romantic haven. It’s an urban place 
in the middle of virgin nature.”

beauty, but lodgings were austere, and activities were regimented: 
visitors were assigned seats at meals, forbidden to applaud during 
concerts, and banned from talking while dancing. Confiscated 
by the U.S. Army after World War II and later used as a sanato-
rium for Holocaust survivors, the property was returned to the 
family in 1952. When Müller-Elmau was born two years later 

 Bavarian Dream
Müller-Elmau prides himself on continuing Schloss Elmau’s 

century-old tradition as a creative community and peaceful 
refuge—though there’s nothing bohemian about the accom-
modations. The 162 rooms at the resort’s two hotels feature 
handmade carpets from Iran, Chinese antiques, and linens 
from India, as well as floor-to-ceiling windows that highlight 
the breathtaking view. Six spas include separate pools for adults, 
ladies, and families, saunas, treatment rooms, and a Turkish 
bath that the resort claims is the largest west of Istanbul. Foodies 
can take pleasure in seven eateries, including a mountaintop bis-
tro, a Thai café, and the Michelin-starred Luce d’Oro restaurant. 

In fact, Schloss Elmau—whose rates range from about $260 
to $2,700 per day—is so luxurious that musicians who per-
form there aren’t paid. Instead, headliners like jazz legend Chick 
Corea, violinist Yehudi Menuhin, and pianist Brad Mehldau 
trade a free stay for their talents. “They come here because they 
love the place,” says Müller-Elmau. It’s one of the rare sites, too, 
that has hosted a G7 summit. In 2015, President Barack Obama, 
German chancellor Angela Merkel, and other world leaders gath-
ered there for their annual discussion of political, economic, and 
environmental issues, while enjoying the full range of ameni-
ties. “They went to a concert, to the spa—they used the place 
like everyone else,” adds Müller-Elmau. “It was the high point of 
one hundred years of history.”

Built between 1914 and 1916 by Müller-Elmau’s grandfather, a 
philosopher-theologian, Schloss Elmau was set up as a sanctuary 
for visiting artists and intellectuals. Guests reveled in the natural 

at the castle, his father, aunt, and uncle were running it. As a 
young man, he wanted little to do with that legacy; he studied 
philosophy at the University of Munich and admits that he was 
more interested in computer science than hotel administration 
while working toward his master’s at Cornell. That served him 
well, though: in 1987, he founded a software company that cre-
ated a hotel management system that’s still used today. After he 
sold that company in 1996, his father persuaded him to invest in 
Schloss Elmau, which was then in financial trouble. “The only 
thing that brought me back was my dedication to my parents,” 
he says. “It was their home and I didn’t want to let it go down.” 

Then in 2005, a fire broke out in the original castle. No one 
was harmed, but most of the landmark building was destroyed. 
Müller-Elmau decided to buy out his relatives’ shares, becom-
ing majority owner and launching a $110 million rebuild and 
expansion. By the time Schloss Elmau reopened in 2007, he’d 
doubled the size of many guest rooms, overhauled the décor, 
and added spas, restaurants, and a well-stocked bookstore. In 
2015, just months before the G7, he opened a smaller, boutique 
hotel on the property, with a library lounge and a yoga pavil-
ion. Left largely untouched, however, was the heart of Schloss 
Elmau—its concert hall—where more than 200 recitals, talks, 
and other events are held each year. “Music, literature, poetry, 
political debate—these are, for me, essential ingredients for life,” 
says Müller-Elmau. “I couldn’t be in a hotel and stay very long if 
there’s no food for thought.” n

— Heather Salerno

mountain retreat: World leaders (above) at Schloss Elmau for the G7 summit. Below: Dietmar Müller-
Elmau, MPS ’80, is the third generation of his family to run the resort. Opposite page: Scenes of the Schloss.
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 Eric Poncon ’96 runs  
a small, sustainability-
minded ecolodge in his 
native Nicaragua

   The  
Jungle     
   nook
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 Y
es, there is Internet access at Morgan’s Rock 
Hacienda & Ecolodge—but the folks who run 
the place so want their guests to unplug from the 
outside world, they cheekily included the words 
“disconnect and enjoy” in the wi-fi password. 

Owned by Eric Poncon ’96 and his family, the 
lodge is nestled on thirty-five acres at the edge of a 4,000-
acre expanse of jungle on the southwest coast of Nicaragua, 
just north of the Costa Rican border; the capital, Managua, 
is a two-and-a-half-hour drive away. 
The lodge’s twenty-one bungalow-
style rooms—including six that 
were completed in December—are 
open to the outdoors. Poncon notes 
with a chuckle that guests have 
occasionally complained about the 
noise—of the roaring ocean. “In 
terms of decompression and well-
ness,” he says, “it’s a very good spot.”

The son of a French couple that 
came to Latin America in the early Seventies to work in agri-
cultural development, Poncon majored in business in CALS; 
his entrepreneurial efforts date to undergrad, when he started 
his own coffee importing business. That enterprise was later 
folded into ECOM Trading, one of the world’s largest coffee mer-
chants—clients include Nespresso, Peet’s, and Starbucks—for 
which Poncon now serves as director of sustainability. 

Balancing commerce and conservation is his day job—but it’s 
also a founding principle of Morgan’s Rock, a project that Poncon 
launched in 2004 on a private nature preserve that includes 
reforested land from a former Seventies-era cattle farm. “We 
wanted to showcase craftsmanship and the ability to work with 
local materials, as well as the history and beauty of a country 
that is not necessarily known for tourism,” he says. “Nicaragua 
was more known for revolutions, political instability, and land 
degradation than for sustainability, so at the time this was a bit 
pioneering.” 

Morgan’s Rock draws its clientele mainly from large U.S. cit-
ies, particularly New York. Rooms start at $265 a night, with 
rates rising during the high season—essentially, when it’s cold 
in the Northeast. The lodge hosts numerous yoga retreats and 
offers such activities as hiking, surfing, kayaking, birding, sport 
fishing, and horseback riding, as well as day trips to the near-
by colonial cities of Granada and León. The property is home 

BACK TO NATURE (clockwise from left): Hotelier Eric Poncon ’96 sporting a Lab 
of O cap; a balcony with a view; a sampling of the lodge’s animal life; a yoga 
retreat; and guest rooms nestled in the trees 

to myriad animals including howler monkeys, macaws, anteat-
ers, sloths, white-tipped deer, and endangered sea turtles, whom 
guests can sometimes observe nesting on shore. “As a writer 
for the Washington Post once told me,” Poncon says, noting the 
lodge’s open-plan accommodations, “this is the first place he’d 
ever been where animals could see humans in their cages.” 

Poncon has an ongoing partnership with Cornell’s Lab of 
Ornithology, which designated Morgan’s Rock and its envi-
rons as “hotspots” for eBird, its global community of birders 
and conservationists. The property boasts some 130 avian spe-
cies including scarlet macaws, kingfishers, herons, and egrets; 
in addition to adding the species to their online “life lists,” eBird 
members can contribute to biodiversity data by logging sight-
ings. “Because of the revolution, Nicaragua was a country with 
many guns, and people tended to poach rather than protect,” 
notes Poncon, who spent part of his youth in Costa Rica and 
France due to the nation’s then-unstable situation. “But it’s 
improving, as you slowly educate the population that birds are 
to be watched.”

The lodge supplies much of its own food including vegeta-
bles, fruit, eggs, chicken, milk, beef, and lamb; a variety of 
trees such as tropical oak, mahogany, and cedar are sustain-
ably harvested on the property and used to make furniture, 
both for the lodge and for a store that Poncon’s family runs 
in Managua. “We do farm-to-table,” he says, “not only on the 
food side but on the furniture side, which takes a bit longer. It’s 
a cycle of fifteen years.” n

— Kitty Kemp

‘We wanted to showcase 
the history and beauty 
of a country that is not 
necessarily known  
for tourism.’
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 T
his fall, a group of eight people—three couples and two 
singles, hailing from New York, Vancouver, and various 
cities in between—spent a week exploring Iceland. They 
rafted through a glacial river’s rapids, crept through a 
lava tube cave wearing headlamps, and observed the 

wonder-inducing Northern Lights. One afternoon they were even 
treated to an impromptu physics lecture by their tour guide, who 
scrawled diagrams on the muddy back window of the group’s 
four-wheel drive truck to explain the relationship between stress 
vectors and glacial flows. 

That guide was geologist Sarah Aciego ’99, who spent six years 
as an assistant professor at the University of Michigan before 
co-founding her travel company, Big Chill Adventures, with her 
photographer mom in 2015. Starting the business was a way for 
Aciego to get out of the classroom and back into nature, where 
she’s happiest. It was also a way for her to share the beauty of 
the cold and remote places where she has conducted most of her 
scientific research—like Iceland, Greenland, Alaska, and the 
Canadian Rockies—with people who might not otherwise trav-
el there. “There’s a natural fear of the unknown, but I want to 
open up these locations, that are on the edge of normal travel, 
to everyone,” says the Wyoming-based Aciego, noting that her 
guests have ranged in age from seventeen to eighty-six. “I want 
to help people truly experience these places and the sense of 
wonderment that they can bring.”

For Aciego, who doesn’t have a background in business, start-
ing a travel company has been less about realizing a dream and 
more about finding new ways to teach non-scientists about the 
natural world, in which she’s always been interested. This fas-
cination began in her childhood in a New Hampshire town of 
300, where Aciego’s happiest memories were made outdoors—
investigating under rocks, climbing trees, and camping in the 
surrounding forests. After graduating from the Engineering col-
lege with a degree in geological sciences, she earned a PhD at the 
University of California, Berkeley, spending two seasons doing 
research in Antarctica. She’d go out onto an ice sheet, cut away 

ice age: Trip leader Sarah Aciego ’99 on a glacier in Greenland

Geologist Sarah Aciego ’99 
takes travelers to rarely 
visited spots
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hundred-pound samples to analyze, and later calculate the age 
of the sheet’s distinct layers—which get older as they go deeper, 
and represent a record of climate change. 

During her years at the University of Michigan, Aciego 
found she felt most fulfilled when her research and teaching 
took her out into the field. She was struck by how much her 
students gained from those trips, on which they’d learn about 
glaciers and ice sheets by seeing them and walking out onto 
them. “People think ice sheets 
are like big ice cubes, but that’s 
not what they are at all,” Aciego 
says. “If you go to these plac-
es, you see that they’re not like 
ice melting in your sink; they’re 
the size of the Empire State 
Building.” Her future career crys-
talized in August 2015—when, 
on one of her first Big Chill trips, 
she tacked on an extra week to 
a research stint in Greenland 
to take two intrepid Ohioans to 
some of her data-gathering spots. 
“As we were driving up to the 
ice sheet for the first time, one 
of the guys asked, ‘What’s that?’ 
He thought it looked like a cloud, 
but I told him it was an ice sheet.  

He was in awe,” Aciego says. “He said, ‘It’s like a  
tsunami of ice.’ And he was right.” 

Aciego built the company around experiences 
like these, which differentiate Big Chill Adventures 
from the competition. Unlike other travel companies 
and cruise lines, Aciego doesn’t just offer daylong 
excursions to the most popular haunts, but builds 
itineraries around travelers’ interests and spends 
time in the more off-the-beaten-track places that she 
loves. Guests stay in family-owned hotels, eat the 
foods that locals do, and after a day spent hiking, relax with an 
evening soak in a hot tub. Outside of airfare and alcohol, the 
trips are all-inclusive and typically cost about $4,000 for a week. 

Aciego is now booking small group and private trips, which 
resume in March and run through September. Although she 
isn’t currently able to take guests to Antarctica—which is only 
accessible to tourists via ship—she hopes to add it to the mix. 
She’s working with a Utah-based logistics company to bring tour 

groups out onto Antarctic ice sheets via helicopter, as scientists 
travel; lodging would consist of the type of double-walled, heated 
tents found in base camps. “The idea is to do something that’s as 
safe and comfortable as our other trips,” Aciego says, noting that 
such journeys are likely two years off. “This is the most remote 
place in the world. I want people to see how amazing it is and to 
experience something that is still wild.”  n

— Anne Machalinski

NortherN exposure: Scenes from Big Chill voyages to Iceland, which have included 
(clockwise from top left) dramatic viewings of the Aurora Borealis, visits to unusual rock 
formations, and dips into natural hot springs.

‘I want to help people truly 
experience these places and 
the sense of wonderment that 
they can bring.’
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5,000 people—including students, corporate groups, and adults 
traveling on their own—do volunteer work in twelve coun-
tries on five continents. On trips lasting from a week to six 
months, they have helped out on an organic farm in Laos, 
fought malaria in Ghana, and supported survivors of sexual 
abuse in Peru, among dozens of projects organized in partner-
ship with local non-governmental  organizations. Because the 
focus is more on volunteering than on sightseeing, and because 

travelers lodge with host families or in 
simple guesthouses, trips tend to be 
cheaper than through similar agencies, 
generally costing a few hundred dollars 
for a single week and as little as about 
$100 a week for six-month stays. (The 
company also offers non-volunteering 
educational trips, called “expeditions”; 
for example, a ten-day tour of Morocco 
in 2017, entitled “The Arab World 
Beyond  the Headlines,” runs $1,100 per 
person, not including airfare.) 

As Roman explains, the name 
“UBELONG” is a shortened version of 
the phrase “you belong.” “When we say 
that, we are talking to the thousands 

of people who yearn to serve and get involved in internation-
al cooperation efforts but struggle to find the right opportunity,” 
he says. “We aim to offer that to them.” Adds Hodgeman: “The 
vision was always pretty simple: to make it easy for people to get 
out there into the world and do good.”

 Human Ecology student Jasmine Robinson ’17 grew up out-
side Oklahoma City, the daughter of a nursing professor 
and an IT specialist who saw themselves as citizens of the 
world. Her parents hosted dozens of international exchange 

students, enrolled her in German language camp every summer, 
and traveled with her as often as they could, including a memora-
ble trip to Morocco her senior year of high school. “They realized 
that we’re part of a global community,” says Robinson, who took 
that philosophy with her to Cornell. 

On the Hill, Robinson has studied 
Arabic, is majoring in Human Biology, 
Health & Society, and is earning a 
minor in global health—the last requir-
ing an overseas trip. So, hoping to put 
her Arabic to use, Robinson returned to 
Morocco, where she spent the summer 
of 2015 in the capital city of Rabat. Most 
mornings, she would take a shared taxi—
“imagine six people squeezed into a small 
sedan”—to a preschool where she volun-
teered with underprivileged children. She 
spent her afternoons assisting with HIV 
screening at a reproductive health clin-
ic before coming home to a hot meal 
prepared by her host family. “I really liked the idea of being of ser-
vice,” Robinson says. “I felt like I was much more than a tourist.”

Robinson’s experience was organized through UBELONG, 
a travel company founded by Cedric Hodgeman ’04 and Raul 
Roman, PhD ’04. Since 2010, UBELONG has helped some 

Labors of Love
Founded by two alums, UBELONG helps travelers do meaningful volunteer work abroad
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.‘The vision was always pretty 
simple: to make it easy for 

people to get out there into the 
world and do good.’
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Hodgeman and Roman met at Cornell, where Roman, a native of Spain, was 
Hodgeman’s TA in a business class in CALS. After the course was over (“He got 
an A-plus,” Roman says), they ran into each other at Rulloff’s, where they struck 
up a friendship based on a shared interest in international relations—and similarly 
intense personalities. Four years after graduation, Hodgeman, having recently quit 
a job in real estate development, was volunteering in Cuzco, Peru, when Roman 
flew down for a vacation. On a Saturday morning stroll, the pair got to talking 
about how they might use their love of travel to start a business. “We saw a need 
in the space between the Peace Corps—an awesome program, but it takes two 
and a half years, you have to be a U.S. citizen, it’s very controlled, very rigid—and, 
on the other end, all these tourism companies that are flexible but not genuine,” 
Hodgeman explains. “You know, ‘Let’s go to these orphanages for ten minutes and 
take pictures.’ ”

As UBELONG grew over the next few years, the founders remained conscious of 
that pitfall. So-called “voluntourism,” which in recent years has ballooned into a $2 
billion industry, gets its share of criticism from scholars and journalists. They argue 
that, at best, service trips are more about making Westerners feel good about their 
vacations than about making a difference—and that, at worst, they can cause local 
communities to become dependent on handouts. 
“We get asked about that a lot,” Hodgeman says. 
“I think you can avoid it by having an understand-
ing of what it is that [local partners] are looking for 
and how exactly we can support that. That can be as 
easy as just being in the country and observing what 
the needs are and starting a conversation.” For vol-
unteers, the key is to tamp down arrogance, he says, 
and to realize that the relationships you are building 
will, ideally, go both ways.

That was true for Lauren Tweel ’16, who volun-
teered with UBELONG to teach English at a school in Cambodia for nearly 
a month the summer before her junior year. “I thought was I doing a selfless 
deed by spending my summer vacation volunteering, but in the end it turns 
out that the children were the truly selfless ones,” says the former mechani-
cal engineering major. “They gave me their love, and all I could do was give 
them a language.” Julia Hollreiser ’15, who spent a week during her final win-
ter break as an undergrad volunteering at a senior citizens’ center in Costa 
Rica, still keeps a memento of the relationships she forged during her trip: 
an intricate, pen-and-ink drawing that an elderly man 
named Luis gave her on her last day. “I framed it when I 
got home,” says Hollreiser, an ILR alum. “I keep it in my 
room as a reminder that, even though I was only there a 
week, I made connections and made a difference.”

For Robinson, the timing of her trip was especially for-
tuitous when it came to meeting local needs. Her visit to 
Morocco included the month of Ramadan, when obser-
vant Muslims refrain from food and drink from sunup 
until sundown. When Ramadan falls during the long, 
hot summer, it can be even more taxing—and that’s where cultural differ-
ences proved to be a boon. “It was extremely hot, 100 degrees every day,” says 
Robinson, who as a non-Muslim was able to eat and drink during daylight 
hours. “At the school, the teachers would get exhausted, so it was especial-
ly helpful for me to pitch in.” Back in Ithaca, Robinson is looking ahead to a 
career in medicine, and she hopes to travel and volunteer with UBELONG 
again. “It attracts people who are excited about getting up every day and going 
to their projects,” she says. “I guess I’ll never know how much of a difference 
I made in the long term—but I did have an immediate impact on the people I 
worked with.” n

— Amy Crawford

helping hands: UBELONG alumni 
(from top) Jasmine Robinson ’17 
(Morocco), Susan Jiang ’16 (Vietnam), 
Trevor Kwong ’12 (Cambodia), Stephen 
Allegra ’13 (Ecuador), and Lauren 
Tweel ’16 (Cambodia). Opposite page: 
Founders Cedric Hodgeman ’04 (left) 
and Raul Roman, PhD ’04.
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and also just commune with them. A lot of times guests would 
end up feeling like immediate friends; because the concept was 
so specific, many of them had like-minded interests.”

But from the beginning, the couple had their sights set beyond 
Jamaica: they envisioned the B&B—dubbed the Runaway—as 
an incubator for their concept of authentic, well-curated trav-
el experiences around the globe. In late summer, they put the 
Jamaica B&B on hiatus and launched a venture they call the 
Runaway Experience, with several weeklong trips planned for 
2017. The first two—to Cuba in January and February, cost-
ing $2,950 including airfare—are fully booked, limited to eight 
guests each. In May, they’re going to Bali for a trip (priced at 
$3,500) that will include expert-led wellness retreats includ-
ing yoga and a fitness bootcamp. Additional 2017 outings, to 
South Africa and a to-be-determined spot in the U.S., are also 
in the works. “Experiences are so important, as compared to 
possessions,” says Martin. “People are excited to get a more 
authentic view of other places and see something different than 
what they’ve grown up around. Being exposed to other cultures 
is a way to make the world smaller and to help us all under-
stand each other better. Learning, growing, and creating global  
community—those are our goals.” n

— L. P. Drew

now, voyager: Kalisa 
Martin ’08 (right) aims to offer 
authentic travel experiences. 
Above and top right: the décor 
and cuisine at her island B&B. It was March 2014, and the New York City winter seemed to 

be dragging on and on. Kalisa Martin ’08 and her boyfriend 
decided to take a quick trip to Jamaica, where both her parents 
had been born and where she’d spent a fair amount of time, 
including a summer during college when she’d worked at a 

hotel in Montego Bay. While on the island, they had a thought 
common to many vacationers: wouldn’t it be great if we could 
just live here? “We were feeling like, ‘If only we could get away,’ ” 
she says, “and we realized that we actually could.”

A few months later, they formally shook on it: they’d realize 
their dream of opening a bed-and-breakfast. But this wouldn’t be 
any B&B: it would offer an authentic Jamaican experience, from 
local crafts and textiles to cuisine prepared by Martin, a former 
food science major in CALS who holds a diploma from the French 
Culinary Institute. “A lot of times when people visit Jamaica, 
they go to all-inclusive resorts that really could be on any island 
in the world,” she says. “So we were excited to show people its 
natural wonders—not only the beaches but the amazing moun-
tains, the waterfalls, the great art scene, the craftsmanship.”

That October, Martin gave notice at her job—a plum position 
with Tasting Table, a digital media company that covers food 
and beverage. She and her boyfriend, who runs his own digital 
branding and marketing agency, became the first entrepreneurs 
to fund a B&B via Kickstarter, raising nearly $47,000 to gut- 
renovate and decorate a four-bedroom townhouse they owned in 
Runaway Bay. “We’d invite people into our home and make them 
feel like they’re living like a local while they’re on vacation, feed 
them awesome Jamaican dishes, show them our favorite places, 

Home & AwAy
After launching a Jamaican B&B on Kickstarter,  
Kalisa Martin ’08 takes her travel concept global
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lose. Some anti-theft experts recommend carrying a bulging 
“decoy wallet,” so that if you are held up by bandits pointing 
weapons, you have something to hand over. This makes no 
sense to me, and I never do it. For one thing, that bulge may 
well attract undesirables who otherwise would have passed you 
by. Second, you’ll need several dozen extra decoy wallets to sus-
tain you through the repeated robberies you’ll encourage. In 
town, I never carry more cash than I’ll need that day, and that 
cash I divide and diversify, with a few bucks in one pocket, a 
few more in a baggie hidden behind top-quality toilet paper in 
another pocket, a credit card in a third, a photocopy of my pass-
port in the fourth, and the major part of the cash concealed in 
what looks like an ordinary belt to hold up my pants but has an  
undetectable, hidden zipper compartment. 

When I’m traveling on a linear route from one country to 
another, I have no choice but to carry all my cash with me, 
which I conceal in at least four places: 

• I wear the aforementioned belt, available from L.L. Bean, 
which has a long zipper on the inside that conceals a compart-
ment into which I can fit $1,500 in folded hundred-dollar bills. 
Nobody ever thinks it’s anything other than a plain belt. 

• I carry an 800-page Tom Clancy paperback, whose pages 
100 to 650 I have hollowed out with a long razor or box cut-
ter, into which I can fold many thousands of dollars. I put the 
book in my carry-on, sandwiched between a regular paperback 
on either side of it, and hold them all together with a sturdy rub-
ber band so that nothing shows. No one has ever looked in there; 
in an X-ray scan, the money blends in with the pages. 

• I slip foam sports insoles inside my sneakers and my hik-
ing boots. Under each insole I lay, flat, ten one-hundred-dollar ›  

Last year, Albert Podell ’58 published Around the World in 50 
Years, his memoir about visiting every country on the planet. 
He accompanied that volume with a Kindle book, The Survival 
Guide for the Adventurous International Traveler, which offers 
detailed tips on everything from packing to preventing sickness 
to his regimens for pre-trip physical conditioning. In this excerpt, 
he shares his road-tested tactics for concealing the large amounts 
of money he often has to carry en route.

 I keep my stash of cash—which often has to exceed ten thou-
sand dollars, euros, pounds, or rand in these un-automated 
lands where ATM means Always Take Money—divided into 
at least six little piles of large-denomination bills that are clev-

erly (I hope) concealed in six inconspicuous 
and unexpected places. 

I never carry a wallet abroad because it is 
both a bulging, tempting target and contains 
too many cards and licenses I don’t want to 

A globe-trotting traveler 
offers tips on safeguarding 
your Benjamins

Cash 
CaChes

ROAD WARRIOR: Veteran traveler Albert Podell ’58 (right) with a falcon trainer 
in the mountains of northern Yemen.

 I never carry a wallet abroad because 
it is both a bulging, tempting target 
and contains too many cards and 
licenses I don’t want to lose.
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Want to develop expertise in a specific area of policy? 
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• Human Rights & Social Justice

• International Development Studies

• Public & Nonprofit Management

• Science, Technology & Infrastructure Policy
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You will have unparalleled flexibility for  
selecting concentration courses that match  
your career goals. Enrich your academic  
program by choosing from an array of  
engaged learning opportunities.

Leave Cornell prepared to  
experience career success!

Go online and learn more today:  
www.cipa.cornell.edu

Or call us at: (607) 255-8018

Cornell Institute for Public Affairs 
294 Caldwell Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853-2602
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bills wrapped in a thin sheet of cellophane to protect 
against moisture. (More than ten bills makes 
walking wobbly.) As long as I don’t hike 
more than fifty miles, the currency is 
undamaged. 

• Under my shirt, tucked below 
my paunch, I wear a very thin, silky, 
flesh-colored money belt that easily 
holds $2,000 without a revealing bulge.

 • I have sewn a pocket inside one leg of my bush pants 
that accommodates about $4,000 without a bulge. 

• As a final precaution against a major hit, I always 
leave a bit of easy money in one pocket to satisfy the  
petty larcenous. 

My cash should thus be safe, unless I run into a psychic 
bandit, a felonious octopus, an Op Center aficionado, or a 
bad guy who has read this page. 

I follow some precautions in hotels, especially the dumps where I usually stay, 
which do not have a safe. I use a small ski-lock with a six-foot retractable wire to 
thoroughly wrap my suitcase around a steel pipe or radiator. I use duct tape to affix 
my valuables to the underside of the removable top of the toilet water compartment. 
I wedge a chair against the doorknob at night to prevent entry. I sleep with my pep-
per spray under the pillow. 

The end result? In more than fifty years of rather risky foreign peregrinations, I’ve 
been robbed of only a touch over $1,900. The perpetrators were: two pickpockets on 
a crowded (there are no other kind) bus in Mexico City on my honeymoon; a light- 
fingered, hard-pushing twosome on a tram in Tunisia; the police in Alexandria; a couple 

of kids who hit me when my hands were full of sou-
venirs at the Agricultural Fair in Zaire; a nocturnal 

beachcomber who slashed through the covering 
on our storage trailer while I slept in my tent on 

the shore of the Mediterranean near Algiers; a 
truckload of tough, rifle-toting tribesmen in 

the Khyber Pass, who stole my tools and 
car jack and are likely sharing them today 

with the late Osama Bin Laden’s operatives; 
some wayward kids who made off with ten 
liters of gasoline from the roof-rack on my 

guide’s Land Cruiser when we camped near the road-
side in Burkina-Faso; and a cute hotel maid in Maui who, while 

I was out climbing Haleakala, hit my luggage and then hit the road. 
Add it all up and it averages only $37 for each of my years traveling, which is less than 

I ineptly manage to lose each summer at our “friendly” group-house poker game—even 
when they allow me to use a scorecard that tells me if a full house will beat four of a 
kind. (It doesn’t.) Seems I’m safer with the bad guys on the road than with 
my buddies at my summer-share house. For background and compari-
son, and to remove any biased belief that all the bad guys live in the 
developing world, I’ve also been mugged three times and burglarized 
once in the States, for a total of $2,200, leading me to conclude 
that the anti-bandit techniques I use abroad do work, because 
the scorecard is about even between my losses at home and 
those on the road. 

I only wish I could say the same for the New York Mets. n

SHOW ME THE MONEY: Podell’s secret stashing spots 
include (from top) a money belt worn under his clothes, 
a special leather belt from L.L. Bean, a carved-out Tom 
Clancy paperback, and the insoles of a pair of sneakers.
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Capitol art 
on our US 
tours.

Contact us: 
1-800-988-6168
martinrandall.com

ATOL 3622 | ABTA Y6050 | AITO  5085

These American itineraries range 
far beyond DC, to the petroglyphs 
of the Colorado Plateau, the 
architecture of New Orleans and 
other classic locations.  

Our all-inclusive tours are led  
by experts, with private 
access at key sites, congenial 
accommodation and generous 
schedules – at prices that reflect 
the currently favourable dollar-
pound exchange rate.

Tours include: 
East Coast Galleries 
Art in Texas 
Frank Lloyd Wright 
New Orleans to Natchitoches 
Cliff Dwellings & Canyons 
Galleries of the American Midwest
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The Company’s unique itineraries and educational components are 
paired with the style and comforts of the world’s finest ocean-going 
cruise vessels and deluxe river ships, trains and hotels, and are  
enhanced by world-class guides and academic experts. Designed with 
the knowledge and insight provided by more than 30 years of  
experience, Gohagan & Company travels from the pristine wilderness 
of Antarctica to the unfolding mystery of China, from the Celtic Lands 
of Britain to the bustle of Istanbul’s bazaars, from the medieval 
villages of France to East Africa’s game parks, from the spectacular 
Dalmatian Coast to Russia and the great countries of the Baltic.  

Gohagan & Company - providing a world of experience.

Contact Gohagan & Company for more details  
at 800-922-3088 or visit www.gohagantravel.com

ExpEriEncE DEluxE TravEl  
wiTh GohaGan & company

E S T A B L I S H E D  1 9 8 4

Gohagan & Company develops and operates deluxe 
group travel programs for America’s most prestigious 
museums, colleges, universities and cultural institutions. 

Harris Made - Duffle 
Simple in style and functionality, 
this ideal travel companion has a 

generous interior with an extended 
double-zip closure that allows for 
easy access and packing. Stow all 

things necessary for a quick escape 
or an excursion further afield!

Available exclusively at The Cornell Store  
store.cornell.edu/HarrisMade
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Hotelie Brad Tolkin ’80 is the co-chairman/CEO of World Travel 
Holdings, one of the world’s largest distributors of cruises. The 
company, which Tolkin and his brother founded in 2005 and 

run together, sells more than $1 bil-
lion worth of cruises a year under 
such brands as 1-800-CRUISES and 
cruises.com; it also handles all cruise 
bookings for Priceline and Orbitz, 
as well as several major airlines. In 
2014, the Tolkin brothers were elect-
ed to the Cruise Line International 
Association Hall of Fame. CAM asked 

Tolkin—who started his first travel agency right after gradua-
tion, later selling that company to American Express—to offer 
some insights on getting the most out of a cruise.

How popular is cruising? 
Less than 4 percent of North Americans cruise every year, but 
it’s growing; more and bigger ships are coming into service, 
including Richard Branson’s Virgin Voyages line, which debuts 
in 2020 with three ships. In terms of orders, the shipyards are 
full for the next five years. 

What’s the advantage of cruising? 
You get to see a lot more destinations and you don’t have to 
worry about going in and out of airports. You don’t have to pack 
and unpack; the ship is your hotel. Today, ships themselves are 
a destination. Many have fifteen to twenty restaurants, shows, 
shopping, casinos, and other activities. 

What should people keep in mind when they book? 
First you have to define the purpose of your trip. Is it to discover? 
To unwind? Do you want a small ship—under 1,000 passen-
gers—or a big ship experience? Who are you traveling with? 
When I had young children, I learned very quickly that you could 
stay in the nicest place in the world, but if they’re miserable it 
doesn’t matter where you are.

What are the benefits of cruising with kids? 
Cruising is a phenomenal way to travel with children, because 
it’s a controlled environment; they can’t leave the resort. Some 
ships even give you a wristband that shows you where your kids 
are at all times. They can’t get lost; they can’t be served alcohol. 
Many of the bigger ships have things like skating rinks, bumper 
cars, ropes courses, ziplines, and surf riders. 

Come Sail aWay
Cruising tips from a captain of the industry
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MOUNTAIN RESORT CONCIERGE
Eat • Ski • Sleep • Relax

info@mtnconcierge.com
970-460-4719
Currently servicing Vail/Beaver Creek
Mark Dubovy ’96

MOUNTAIN RESORT 
CONCIERGE

“Upgrade your Vacation Experience”

It’s your job to have fun and relax. 
It’s our job to manage the rest!

Transportation, groceries, ski equipment, 
dining reservations, and much more!  

What are the advantages  
of a smaller ship? 
It’s a lot less crowded, because the space-
to-guest ratio is greater. Embarkation 
and disembarkation is quicker. You’ll 
have a greater chance of having a person-
alized experience where the employees 
know your name. Smaller ships can 
get into more ports; for example, the 
Havana harbor can’t accommodate big 
ships. Also, smaller ships tend to do 
“destination immersion,” where they 
stay longer in port; you might spend a 
couple of days in Monaco or St. Tropez 
and can enjoy the night life. 

Can you have a small-ship  
experience on a big ship?
Many bigger ships today have concierge 
floors or suite levels with all the services 
you’d experience on a smaller ship. Nor-
wegian has the Haven, which has its own 
bar, restaurant, pool, even fitness center. 
You get private elevators for embarkation 
and reserved seats for shows. 

What about booking cabins? 
On most ships, almost 80 percent of the 
cabins are identical. The differences are 
what deck you’re on and whether you’re 
in the front, middle, or rear of the ship. 
So you can save a lot of money if you 
don’t care about that. Twenty years ago, 
the theory was that if you’re at the front 
or back you’ll feel more movement, and 
on a lower deck, you’ll feel less movement 
but you’ll get less of a view. But on today’s 
ships, with modern stabilizers, the con-
sumer can’t really feel the difference.

Any other cabin-related tips? 
One big thing to know is that there’s a dif-
ference between an “outside” cabin and a 
balcony cabin, which usually overlooks 
the water. I say “usually” because a lot of 
large ships today have center promenades 
and offer balcony cabins that overlook it. 
An outside cabin has a window but no 
balcony; an inside cabin has neither.

What about entertainment tips?
Make your reservations for activities like 
spa treatments, specialty restaurants, 
and shows in advance. Before technol-
ogy, the first thing people had to do when 
they boarded was run to the spa and the 
theater booth. You don’t have to do that 
anymore; it’s a very civilized experience. n

COME Sail away

brown.edu/professional

Executive Master’s Degrees:
 Healthcare Leadership

 IE Brown Executive MBA

 Cybersecurity 
 Science and Technology Leadership

World-Class Executive Education 

Executive Master’s degrees at Brown prepare 
you to lead your organization and transform 
your field, while building a powerful lifelong 
network of colleagues. 

Transforming Mid-Career  
Professionals

The Specialists in Italian Bicycle Vacations Since 1989
1-800-866-7314  www.ciclismoclassico.com

Come Spin with Us in Tuscany this Spring!

Lauren Hefferon ’83
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Scott Fava
Class of '01

Scott Fava
Licensed Associate RE Broker

Moving to
New York City? 
For all of your real estate needs in 
Manhattan and Brooklyn, contact 
Scott Fava, one of New York’s elite 
real estate brokers.

C
O

M P
A S S

40°44'11"N
73°59'

38
"W

917.841.7330    scott.fava@compass.com

 Call or visit the Web for complete info or to book your trip.
www.c2cbus.com • 607-254-TRIP

Work, relax, and ride in style.
Express, executive-coach service between Ithaca and Manhattan.
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Fellow Travelers

 For some alumni, spending four years in Cornellian 
company isn’t enough—they’re eager to keep the East 
Hill experience alive long after graduation. There are 
many ways for alums to reconnect, including return-

ing to campus for Reunion and Homecoming, attending local 
Cornell Club events, and participating in annual Zinck’s 
Night celebrations. But for those who want something a bit 
more far-flung, two programs offer the chance for Cornellians 
to travel together, both domestically and abroad.

With the slogan “An extraordinary journey in good company,” 
the Cornell Alumni Association Travel Program organizes tra-
ditional, all-inclusive vacations whose participants have much 
more in common than just a destination. Cornell’s Adult 
University, on the other hand, delivers a spin on the typical trav-
el experience by combining it with academia, offering study trips 
designed and led by faculty members. 

“Programs like this enhance the opportunity to come together 
as a Cornell family,” says Jim Mazza ’88, associate vice president 
for alumni affairs. “Most of the people who travel with us don’t 
know each other before they go, but they create relationships and 
stay in touch and take more trips together. It ends up being not 
just a single experience, but something they continue to think 
about, weeks and months and years after.” ›

Vacationing in Big Red style

alums away: Enjoying (from top) Italy, Vietnam, and Mount Rushmoreph
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 For more than forty years, the 
program has enabled Cornellians 
to travel the globe together—often 
accompanied by a cardboard cutout 
of Ezra Cornell himself.

Adventures with ezrA
With CAA, alums see the world together

 A
top a sand dune in the Atlas Mountains, a group of tourists 
relaxed after a long camel ride in the Moroccan desert. As 
the sun set, someone began singing, “Far above Cayuga’s 

waters . . .” One by one, each person joined in with the familiar 
tune. “If I take any memory with me to the grave,” says Harriet 
Hecht Gould ’67, “it would be that one.”

The impromptu singing of the Alma Mater wasn’t as surpris-
ing as it might seem: the trip had been organized by the Cornell 
Alumni Association Travel Program, of which Gould is a fre-
quent patron. For more than forty years, the program has enabled 
Cornellians to travel the globe together, from Spain to Zambia, 
Arizona to Vietnam—often accompanied by a cardboard cutout 
of Ezra Cornell himself. It offers between eighteen and twenty-
five vacation destinations a year, with staples such as Italy and 
France available annually and less conventional destinations 
like Iceland on the rise. Says Anna Pollock, who manages the 
program: “We try to touch down on every continent every year.” 

Though the groups—ranging from as few as fourteen to 
upwards of thirty—are mostly composed of 
Cornellians, anyone is welcome to travel with 
CAA. Destinations and itineraries are large-
ly based on customer feedback: in response to 
alumni looking to travel with their children and 
grandchildren, for example, the program add-
ed more family-friendly expeditions. The trips 
are organized in collaboration with outside tour 
companies and have a wide range of prices, which 
are often all-inclusive. A fourteen-day excursion 
to Africa, including airfare, runs about $6,700, 
while a weeklong cruise down the Mississippi 
River in autumn starts at $1,700 (without airfare). 

“The vendors we work with provide guides and itineraries that 
give you an in-depth experience that would be hard to construct 
on your own,” says Pollock.

The Cornellians who take the trips are drawn to the pro-
gram because they trust the University to offer edifying and 
enjoyable experiences, Pollock says, or simply because they 
want to travel with people they have something in common 
with. “It’s really fun when you sit down with a Cornellian on 
a trip and hear each other’s stories,” says Jim Mazza ’88, who 
has been on three vacations through the program. “You form 
bonds that last a lifetime.” On Gould’s first CAA foray—to 
Greece in 2010—she met a Cornellian couple with whom she 

has continued to travel; they are planning their fifth 
trip together this spring.

Mazza fondly recalls a CAA cruise down the 
Danube River in the early Nineties. Among the trav-
elers were several World War II veterans who were 
returning to Germany for the first time in fifty 
years. Says Mazza: “At one stop along the river, I 
remember an alumnus from the Class of ’37 say-
ing to me, ‘The last time I stood here was right 
after this town had been liberated.’ It was a very 
emotional trip.”

seeing the world: 
CAA trips to (from top) 
Peru, Morocco, and 
Tanzania, plus mascot 
Flat Ezra sporting 
a life jacket on an 
Alaskan cruise ph
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Par for the ‘Course’ 
Cornell’s Adult University offers  
learning vacations

 Cruising the Arctic Circle with an ornithologist who stud-
ies sea birds. Exploring Patagonia with a paleontologist. 
Studying the Arizona skies with an astronomer. Touring 

Tanzania with a professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. 
For decades, Cornell’s Adult University has been offering 

study tours that combine education and travel to create unique 
experiences that appeal to alumni and others who want their 
vacations to have an academic bent. Groups spend anywhere 
from a weekend to fourteen days learning about culture, nature, 
history, and more from University faculty. “I would say that it’s 
a 24/7 experience, but we do let them sleep,” jokes CAU director  
Cathy Sutton Penner ’68, who notes that the excursions are  
specifically termed “courses” to reflect their pedagogical value.  
“It’s a chance for alums to renew their connections to the  
intellectual life of Cornell.”

The trips—which are offered year-round, except from mid-
June to mid-August, when CAU’s on-campus summer program 
is in session—are open to anyone. Some of the more popu-
lar ones, including theatre-focused excursions to London and 
naturalist explorations in the Galápagos, are repeated biennial-
ly. CAU courses typically cost more than the average sojourn 
abroad: nine days studying ecology in Baja, Mexico, runs rough-
ly $6,700, while twelve days exploring culture and nature in 
Thailand is just over $8,000, neither including airfare. 

Faculty members don’t take it easy on the travelers, Penner 
notes. While there are no final exams or research papers, the 
curricula include readings, daily lectures, and numerous discus-
sions. And for the most part, she says, people who sign up expect 
a rigorous learning experience. Near Eastern studies professor 
Ross Brann, who has been leading the tours for more than twen-
ty years, says that his CAU “students,” who aren’t hindered by 
a full academic schedule like his on-campus pupils, can fully 
engage in both the course material and the setting. “We really get 
a chance to know the country,” says Brann. “And when we come 
back, we understand our own culture and background better.”

Sometimes, the professors approach the subject matter 
from an unconventional or unexpected angle. For example, 
a recent trip to Iceland was led not by a geologist or histori-
an but by two architecture professors (Andrea Simitch ’79 
and Val Warke ’76), who taught about construction mate-
rials used on an island nation that has limited sources  
of wood. “I look forward to the whole package—the 
learning and the exploring of foreign places with similar-
minded, curious travelers,” says Elisabeth Kaplan Boas 
’71, a self-described “eager enthusiast” of CAU who has 
taken thirty of the trips. Even considering the academic  
focus, however, participants are on vacation—so most 
faculty leaders make sure to include some typical tourist 
experiences, like time away from the group for exploring 
and souvenir-hunting as well as stops at iconic land-
marks. “If you’re taking a course in India,” says Boas, 
“you’re not going to skip the Taj Mahal.” n

— Alexandra Bond ’12

 Faculty members don’t take 
it easy on the travelers. 
While there are no final 
exams or research papers, 
the curricula include 
readings, daily lectures, 
and numerous discussions.

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES: CAU trips to 
(from top) Hawaii, Antarctica, and the Galápagos
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Undergrads devote their mid-semester 
vacations to service-learning trips

Springing 
AheAd

 D
uring spring break 2016, when many college students 
were lying on a beach somewhere, Barbara Cruz ’19 
went door to door in an impoverished neighborhood 
in the South Bronx to raise awareness about tenants’ 
rights. The experience remains vivid in her mind. As 

she recalls, many of the people she spoke to—who were main-
ly older Latino and Latina adults—were visibly scared at the 
idea of speaking out about their sub-standard living conditions. 
“They were afraid of getting kicked out or having their landlord 
call immigration on them, because they had been threatened 
with that before,” says Cruz, a government major from Chicago. 
“They didn’t realize they shouldn’t have to deal with threats, or 

with roaches, bugs, mice, and rats—that they deserved 
things like working elevators.” 

Cruz was working with a neighborhood revitaliza-
tion group as part of Alternative Breaks, a student-run 
organization on the Hill. Each spring, it sends more 
than 120 undergrads on trips to cities around the U.S., 
where they spend a week volunteering with local agen-
cies, schools, and other nonprofits. In groups ranging 
from four to fifteen, they do community outreach, 
tutor kids, prepare meals, assist with activities like ther-
apeutic horseback riding, and much more. “We’re all 
privileged to go to this school,” says Christian Waibel 
’17, a materials engineering student from Pennsylvania 
who led a group that volunteered with several agencies 
in New York City in spring 2016, including one that 
serves at-risk LGBT youth. “The program allows me 

to leverage that privilege to work with those who 
have been historically disenfranchised.”

Alternative Breaks selects participants through 
an application process that begins in October; a 
student board conducts interviews and matches 
students to trips based on preference and avail-
ability. Each trip costs about $150, which doesn’t 
include meals but covers transportation and 
housing (often, say, sleeping bags on the floor of 
a church). Additional money to underwrite the 
excursions comes from the student activity fee 

and from fundraising, including a Krispy Kreme donut 
sale. Before departing, the travelers do twelve weeks of 
prep work comprising classes, readings, homework, and 
training sessions with community service groups on 
campus and in downtown Ithaca.

 Organizers stress that the trips’ activities are dictated 
by the needs of the people they’re intended to serve—local 
nonprofits and community members. “We’re not Ivy 
Leaguers going to rescue communities,” says Christine 
Liu ’17, co-president of Alternative Breaks, who majors in › 

‘We’re not Ivy Leaguers 
going to rescue 

communities,’ says 
Christine Liu ’17. ‘We 

want to learn from 
them, and learn more 

about the issues.’

learn by doing: Students on 
Alternative Breaks trips to (from top) 
Orlando, Cape Cod, New York City, 
and Boston
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lending a hand: Working on a mural (above) 
during a trip to Cape Cod. Clockwise from left: 
gardening, baking cupcakes, and helping with  
therapeutic horseback riding, all in New York City.

Policy Analysis and Management (PAM) in the College of Human Ecology. “We 
want to learn from them, and learn more about the issues.” At a New York City 
transitional home for domestic violence survivors who are working toward their 
GEDs, for example, they were asked to help convert an apartment into a library 
where the residents could study. As part of a program established by a University 
alumnus in Orlando, Florida, another annual trip taps undergrads to mentor ele-
mentary schoolers in a low-income, minority neighborhood. “We are offering 
service to a community—but by engaging with them, we’re also getting things 
back,” says Cruz. “It’s a two-way street.”

For Stacey Kim ’17, Liu’s co-president and a fellow PAM major, a trip to Cape Cod 
during 2016 spring break offered an opportunity not only to do hands-on service, but 
to get an up-close look at the challenges of finding affordable housing in a high-cost-
of-living vacation locale. Working with a local housing advocacy group, Kim and her 
fellow Cornellians helped build a barn as part of a community development project. 
“We didn’t do it ourselves,” Kim notes, “we did it alongside their clients.” Similarly, 
students who volunteered at a shelter in New York City painted a mural with its  
residents, who are Asian women who have suffered domestic violence. “This is not 
just an eight-hour-a-day commitment; it’s morning, noon, and night,” says ILR 
grad Joyce Muchan ’97, assistant direc-
tor of student development at Cornell’s 
Public Service Center, who has served as 
Alternative Breaks’ advisor since 1999. 
“They’re embedded in the communi-
ty. They’re going from a parent action 

‘We are offering service to a community—but by 
engaging with them, we’re also getting things back,’ 

says Barbara Cruz ’19. ‘It’s a two-way street.’
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committee meeting to a tenants’ 
rights workshop to a fundraiser. And 
this is all within one week.”  

During the trips, the students keep 
journals and hold regular debriefing 
sessions. After classes resume, they 
present reports of their experiences 
at an event that’s open to the cam-
pus community, sharing what they 
learned. For some participants, the 
trips have long-lasting effects, spark-
ing other projects or even shifting 
their academic and career goals. For 
example, a 2009 trip to an organi-
zation in New York City that serves 
girls who have been victims of sexu-
al exploitation sparked the formation 
of a Cornell campus group—Students 
Against the Sexual Solicitation of 
Youth (SASSY)—that raises aware-
ness about the issue. 

Due in part to her experiences 
with Alternative Breaks, Kim was 
inspired to switch from the pre-med 
track to major in PAM, which stud-
ies how public policy is designed and 
implemented to address problems in 
society. Waibel says that the program 
has opened his eyes to “the impor-
tance of listening and working with 
communities when you want to help 
them”—a perspective that will guide 
his future endeavors in academia, 
studying the history of how building 
materials have been produced and 
consumed. “In doing this research, 
I will have to interact with commu-
nities from various nationalities and 
socio-economic backgrounds,” he 
says. “Instead of imposing a narrative 
on them—something I would have 
done before Alternative Breaks—I 
would emphasize letting them speak 
for themselves, hearing their stories, 
and working with them to come up 
with solutions.” n

— Jessica Brofsky ’18
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 W
eekends are a busy time for restaurants, and 
fitting in the optimal number of reservations 
is a perennial challenge. So in 2015, the Hotel 
school’s Center for Hospitality Research created 
the Restaurant Reservations Optimization Tool. 
Drawing on research in operations management, 
it takes into account such factors as party size, 

arrival time, and expected meal length to help determine the 
best mix of tables.

 The tool is just one of many ways that the center has aid-
ed restaurants, hotels, and other hospitality-related businesses 
since it was founded in 1992 with the aim of facilitating produc-
tive links between academia and industry. Some thirty corporate 
partners—ranging from established brands such as Hyatt and 
Priceline.com to smaller start-ups—make up its advisory board 
and largely fund the center’s activities. In a given year, these 
may include putting out two dozen publications, inviting visiting 
scholars, hosting the Cornell Hospitality Research Summit, and 
holding roundtables on such topics as sustainability in the hotel 
industry and revenue management in restaurants. “We take gen-
eral academic puzzles we’re working on,” says center director 
Chris Anderson, an associate professor at the Hotel school, “and 
weave them into something that’s of value to industry today.”

The benefits go both ways, according to Ben Lawrence ’97, an 
assistant professor of food and beverage management who has 
worked with the center since he began teaching at Cornell five 
years ago. Hoteliers receive impartial, data-driven feedback on 
their business ideas and initiatives, while academics gain access 
to a trove of industry data. Lawrence, for example, has worked 
with data supplied by the center in two published and three ongo-
ing projects, including research on online reviews as a measure of 
a service company’s reputation and a study of advertising among 
3,500 franchised hotel properties in the U.S. Most recently, he 
used industry-provided data to evaluate the relationship between 

“checkout charity”—when customers are solicited for small dona-
tions as they pay for their orders—and repeat purchases for a 
national fast food chain. He found that customers experience a 
“warm glow” when they donate and are more likely to revisit the 
restaurant in the future. “The business got the answers it was 
looking for, and we were able to publish research that had implica-
tions for both theory and practice,” says Lawrence. “A win-win.”

The center makes its findings available to hoteliers and the 
public for free online, offering easily digestible reports, round-
table highlights, and how-to documents on subjects ranging from 
keeping track of wines’ drinkability in a restaurant cellar to strat-
egies for communicating a hotel’s “green” values. Last year saw 
the one millionth download—a number that Anderson offers up 
as a measure of the center’s relevance. Regularly rotating industry 

partners on the advisory board, appointed for three-year terms, 
help to maintain fresh perspectives and visions, Anderson says. 
As the center has expanded over the years, it has spun off four 
others at the Hotel school that focus on labor, entrepreneurship, 
real estate, and healthcare in relation to the hospitality indus-
try. Partner funding also supports undergraduate and graduate 
research, and students are invited to network with executives at 
center events. “Even though the Hotel school is on the endowed 
side of campus, in some manner we follow the land grant mission 
of the state side,” Anderson observes. “We actively reach out to 
industry and engage our students not only in the practice of hos-
pitality but also in applied research—with a goal of improving the 
business of hospitality, today and into the future.” n

— Olivia Hall, PhD ’12

‘ We take general academic puzzles we’re 
working on and weave them into something 
that’s of value to industry today.’

The Center for Hospitality Research  
links academia and industry

‘RADICAL COLLABORATION’ SETS ITS 
SIGHTS ON CANCER TREATMENT
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Two doctors – Lewis Cantley, M.S. ’73, Ph.D. ’75, and Kristy 
Richards ’90, Ph.D., M.D. – are growing radically collaborative 
research connections between Weill Cornell Medicine and the 
College of Veterinary Medicine, adding new discoveries to the 
university’s long history of research that benefits animals and 
people. They also are revamping the ways new generations 
of cancer drugs can be researched, tested and approved, 
which could dramatically shorten the timeline for new drug 
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treatments and possibly save millions of lives.
Cantley is the Meyer Director of Weill Cornell 

Medicine’s Sandra and Edward Meyer Cancer Center. 
Richards is an associate professor in the Department 
of Biomedical Sciences at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine and at Weill Cornell Medicine.

In addition to collaboration in numerous areas 
across Cornell’s campuses, colleges and departments, 
Cantley and Richards are collaborating on the PATh 
(Progressive Assessment of Therapeutics) Program, a 
Cross-campus, multispecies cancer research initiative 
to revolutionize treatment for humans and animals. 
They are tackling a challenge that cancer – in particu-
lar, lymphoma – poses to dogs and humans.

The full conversation is available at www.news.
cornell.edu/CantleyRichards.

How does your collaboration work? How often 
do you sit down together in person, and how 
many other researchers are involved?
Richards: This is a really big endeavor. The 
part I help to coordinate is called PATh, and 
involves 30 or 40 principal investigators on 
the Weill Cornell Medicine side and probably 
another 20 to 30 on the Ithaca side. In Octo-
ber, we had a two-day meeting on the Ithaca 
campus, focused on lymphoma therapeutic de-
velopment. Getting all of those people together 
in one place doesn’t happen that often, but 
within the cancer center, we’ve organized our 
cancer research into four programs, and those 
groups meet about once a month and simul-
cast the meetings to the Ithaca campus.
I spend roughly half of my time in Ithaca and 
half of my time at Weill Cornell … and it’s im-
portant, at least initially, to set up this kind of 
collaboration, because you really need to have 
feet on the ground there and here.
What were your initial goals of tying this  
cancer research initiative together?
Cantley: We have been trying to integrate 
the vet school and the medical school with 
regard to how we do these preclinical studies 
so we can benefit both dogs and humans, 

from cross-knowledge and a precision 
medicine approach between those two fields. 
At the same time, we want to create better 
preclinical models, using explants [tissue 
taken from the human tumor] grown in 
mice. We realized that we could do this more 
efficiently in Ithaca than here in New York 
City. We are limited by space, which is very 
expensive here.
Richards: We have a whole building, whereas 
at Weill Cornell, you would never see a whole 
building dedicated to animals. [In Ithaca] 
there is a lot of space for animal research.
What sort of speed increases are you seeing, 
or hoping to see, by developing multidrug 
combinations through research and treat-
ment of dogs with lymphoma?
Cantley: I think you can cut five or more years 
out of the process of drug approval – this is a 
process that today still takes something like 
15 to 20 years from concept to approval of a 
new cancer therapy. Tens of millions of lives 
could be saved by accelerating these trials 
through our approach.
Richards: And 10, 15, 20 years ago, we only 
had a few drugs that were targeted agents 
that we could even think about combining. 
Now we have hundreds of them to consider 
combining, and figuring out which ones to try 
in combination is a new research challenge.
The cost of making a new drug is estimated to 
be $2.6 billion. That’s for one new drug that 
gets FDA approved. A big contributor to that 
cost is the fact that most drugs fail after enter-
ing clinical trials, which are expensive to run. 
Obviously, that’s not sustainable. Because we 
know from precision medicine that this person 
needs this drug, this person needs that drug – 
we’re going to need hundreds of drugs. And 
we can’t wait 20 years for each one of them to 
be developed. So we need to get faster, and we 
need to get cheaper in our drug development. 
That’s why we created PATh.

EZRA MAGAZINE EXTRA

The PATh 
(Progressive 

Assessment of 
Therapeutics) 

Program involves 
principal investigators 

in NYC and Ithaca 
and is working to 

revolutionize cancer 
treatment and drug 

development.

estimated  
cost of making  

a new, approved 
cancer drug 

“CANCER IS AN INCREDIBLY 
COMPLICATED DISEASE, AND WE 
MUST USE EVERY CONCEIVABLE 
APPROACH TO UNDERSTAND IT 
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How many years ago would just the idea of 
some of this research have seemed like science 
fiction?
Cantley: Six months ago! One of our brain 
cancer doctors, Howard Fine, is now taking 
skin biopsies from his glioblastoma patients, 
reprogramming the skin cells into stem cells, 
putting them into a broth and growing them 
into hundreds of little proto-brains. He then 
seeds a few cells from biopsies of their brain 
tumor onto each proto-brain and the tumors 
begin to invade the brain in a manner virtually 
identical to the in vivo growth of the tumor. 
A different drug or drug combination is then 
applied to each to determine a therapy that 
will kill the tumor cells without affecting the 
proto-brain. This is a totally revolutionary ap-
proach that could allow a unique therapy for 
each patient. If you had told me this two years 
ago, I wouldn’t have believed it possible.
Richards: The technology is changing so fast – 
that’s another good bridging between the cam-
puses, because the campus in Ithaca has stellar 
chemistry, pharmacology and biomedical 
engineering research that speeds up the tech-
nology development. For example, we have a 
very strong collaboration developing organoid 
models to test new drugs – in particular, with 
Ankur Singh in mechanical and aerospace 
engineering. For the lymphoma organoids, 
his immunotherapy and cell engineering lab 
group built a high-throughput organoid maker 
... which will really enable the high-through-
put screening strategies we would like to use.
We’re all doing it together, all to a common 
purpose. And that’s Cornell’s strength; we’re 
so multidisciplinary and so diverse that when 
we attack the same problem from many differ-
ent angles, our likelihood of success is dramat-
ically improved.
Cantley: Another example of an interaction be-
tween Ithaca and NYC is the physical sciences 
oncology center. This center, recently funded 
by the National Cancer Institute, is a part of 
the Meyer Cancer Center and is a collaboration 
between scientists in Ithaca’s Meinig School 
of Biomedical Engineering and physicians 
and scientists at Weill Cornell. The focus is 
on triple-negative breast cancer – growing 
breast cancer organoids in specialized devic-
es where we can monitor, visually as well as 
metabolically, everything that’s going on, so 
that we can understand in great detail how the 
cancer cells are growing and moving into new 
locations.
Do you consider your work together to be a 
“radical collaboration”?
Richards: That concept surely has been there 
since I came to Cornell as an undergradu-
ate, and even long before I came to Cornell. 

Cornell’s strengths are all its multidisciplinary 
focusing … it’s right there in the “Any person 
… any study” motto. And so we’re bringing 
that to bear on cancer in this case.
Cantley: Cancer is an incredibly complicated 
disease, and we must use every conceivable 
approach to understand it and develop new 
“radical” approaches. In addition to the novel 
technologies available at the vet college and 
biomedical engineering, the Cornell Tech 
campus on Roosevelt Island, just now being 
built out, has the potential to provide even 
more opportunities for radical collaborations. 
We have vast needs for computing power 
and data storage space to analyze the genetic 
aberrations in cancers and correlate these with 
disease state and response to drugs.
What is most exciting for both of you in look-
ing at the future of your fields?
Cantley: I don’t think there’s any other field in 
medicine that’s moving the way cancer is right 
now. Research is changing practice – just look 
at the technologies for targeted drug delivery. 
... I think it’s not unrealistic to believe that just 
10 years from now, cancer death rates will be 
reduced by 50 percent.
Richards: We’re also having people live longer, 
better. So even if we can’t cure the disease, if 
you take a disease where a patient used to die 
within six months to a year, and now they can 
live for five years and not have toxicities as-
sociated with their therapy, that’s not as good 
as we’d like it to be, but that’s definitely better 
for the patient. ... And if you have that kind of 
improvement in a dog, they are going to die 
with their disease rather than from it.

Opposite page: Dr. 
Lewis Cantley, right, 
the Meyer Director 
of the Sandra and 
Edward Meyer Cancer 
Center in New York 
City, collaborates 
with colleague Dr. Ari 
Melnick at Weill Cornell 
Medicine.
Below: Dr. Kristy 
Richards, associate 
professor of biomedical 
sciences, in the lab with 
students.

Jason Koski/ University Photography
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There’s always a Big Red 
event happening near you. 
Stay in touch in 2017.

STAY INVOLVED

Sy Katz ’31 Parade makes its 
biennial NYC splash
The wave of chants, horns, sirens and signs could have been mistaken 
for a demonstration at Rockefeller Center on the evening of Nov. 12. 
But the sea of red hats, banners and flashing bear paws was far from 
political. It celebrated the 22nd march of the Big Red Band down Fifth 
Avenue to the Cornell Club of New York.

The Sy Katz ’31 Parade followed Cornell University’s 42-40 foot-
ball win over Columbia. The biennial event, dubbed “the shortest 
parade with the longest history in New York City,” has been a Cornell 
tradition for 44 years. This year it was led by Provost Michael Kot-
likoff – who served as grand marshal, pictured above – and trailed 
by the Little Red Band, comprising children who are potential future 
Cornellians.

Highlights from Ezra magazine and Ezra Update:
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Learn more at alumni.cornell.edu/cam

EZRA MAGAZINE EXTRA

“My biggest 
thing is showing 

children that 
you shouldn’t let 
something stop 

you. You can 
still do what you 

love.”
– Maddy Conklin ’20, 

freshman midfielder for 
the Big Red field hockey 

team, on living with cystic 
fibrosis and inspiring 
others as a children’s 
hospital ambassador.

YOUR VOTE COUNTS 
Exercise your right to vote 
for alumni-elected Cornell 
trustees this spring. 

ARE YOU SOCIAL?
Sign up to be a part of  
CornellSocial and help 
spread the word. 

the number of  
doctors and physician 

assistants managed 
by Ross MacDonald 
’03, M.D. ’08, chief 

of medicine for 
correctional health 

services in New York 
City. He had planned 

on specializing 
in infectious 

disease before his 
undergraduate 

experiences with 
the Cornell Prison 

Education Program 
changed his focus.

Arnold Adler/Provided
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40 Last fall, we received a note 
from Alan Kopp, son of Moe 
Kopp, DVM ’40, who turned 

100 on October 31. Before the event, Alan wrote, 
“We are planning a nice birthday party with about 
50 guests in Maryland, where my dad now lives. 
He has four children, 15 grandchildren, and five 
great-grandchildren, the majority of whom will 
be celebrating with him, along with many nieces 
and nephews.”

“My dad was a veterinarian in solo practice in 
Port Chester, NY, until the age of 66,” Alan contin-
ued. “He then moved to Arizona, where he volun-
teered at the Chandler Hospital for 25 years be-
fore moving back to Maryland. He tells us often 
that his happiest years were when he was at 
Cornell. He knew he wanted to be a veterinarian 
from the age of 8, so being able to fulfill this de-
sire was extremely important to him. He grew up 
on a farm/resort in a small village in the Catskills, 
Woodridge, NY. Coming to Cornell opened his eyes 
to concerts, the arts, and a fabulous education in 
the subject of his heart’s desire.” Alan sent a few 
photos of Moe, which can be found on the Alumni 
Photo Gallery at http://cornellalumnimagazine.
com/photogallery/. Please send news to: C Class 
of 1940, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East 
State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. 

42 Happy New Year! We heard from 
class president Liz Schlamm 
Eddy (NYC) in No vem   ber. Liz 

was happy to report that she celebrated Thanks-
giving with her step-granddaughter Julie and 
great-granddaughter Mira, who had come all the 
way from California. “I suppose the rest of you 
have done this many times over, but it’s the first 
time for me—so I was very pleased and enjoyed 
the visit.”

Liz also reports that Elizabeth Stone ’18, the 
current recipient of our Class Memorial Scholar-
ship—who also goes by “Liz”—sent another letter 
to the class. She writes: “Dear Class of 1942:

“My time at Cornell continues to be what I 
consider the most enriching and influential part 
of my life. I’ve been able to meet others with 
similar musical interests (songwriting is one of 
my passions), through the newly formed Song-
writers Society, where I’ve made some of my 
best friends. Just this weekend I performed one 
of my songs in front of a crowd of 150 people, 
by far the biggest audience I’ve performed for—
what a rewarding experience! I consider it some-
thing of a milestone in my musical growth, and 
none of it would have been possible without the 
Song writers Society. Besides this club, most of 
my energy has been devoted to my studies. The 
subjects have varied widely since I first came 
here, and that is the way I like it! One of my 
favorite things about Cornell—and one of the 
opportunities I have most appreciated while 
studying here—is that the variety and consis-
tent quality of every subject has allowed me to 
find my way and to make every class an enrich-
ing experience as I do so.

“I came in as a freshman thinking I’d study 
Computer Science, and now I plan to major in 
Italian and minor in Philosophy! My interests and 
passions vary widely, and I’m thankful for the op-
portunity to pursue them here. But most of all, 
I’ve been so thankful for your generosity, without 
which I would no doubt be unable to enjoy the 
benefits of my education here. Without financial 
help I would have remained in Montana for my 
studies. I’m so thankful that I got to be here, and 
I hope you know that you are a big part of that. 
Thank you so much.—Liz”

Be on the lookout for a News and Dues mail-
ing from your class in the coming months. In 
the meantime, please send news via the online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm, or directly to: C Class of 1942, 
c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., 
Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850.

44 Happy New Year! Carl Yunker, 
BS Ag ’47 (carl@cyfarms.com) 
writes, “Still going, but with 

a cane at 92.” He adds that his son is a Cornell 
trustee. Carl says that going to Cornell was one of 
the best decisions he ever made, and he would 
like to hear from any classmates.

Howard Evans, PhD ’50 (hee1@cornell.edu) 
writes, “Erica and I have sold our house on Turkey 
Hill Road in Ithaca after 67 years and moved to 
Kendal at Ithaca on Savage Farm Drive. I go to 
the Vet college almost every day and have revised 
Miller’s Anatomy of the Dog for the eighth edition, 
with the co-authorship of Sandy de Lahunta, 
DVM ’58, PhD ’63. It’s all in color and tells you 
what is inside of your dog. Our son, Edward Evans 
’74, MBA ’75, works for Four Seasons and lives on 
Martha’s Vineyard with wife Brenda, and our 
daughter, Gail Evans Ruhl ’77, is a plant disease 
diagnostician and lives with Joe, a high school 
biology teacher, in Lafayette, IN. We plan to 
visit our grandchildren soon.”

Former class correspondent Nancy Torlinski 
Rundell passed away on August 8, 2016 in Potomac 
Falls, VA. An excerpt from her obituary: “She grad-
uated from Cornell at the start of WWII and be-
came a Navy WAVES officer, assigned to Boston as 
communication officer. After the war, Nancy was 
hired by noted publisher Esther Van Wagner Tufty. 
She left to marry Francis ‘Bud’ Rundell, a second-
generation West Point graduate, decorated Air Force 
officer, B-17 pilot, and POW, on June 26, 1947. They 
celebrated 65 loving years together. Nancy was a 
leader, an author, and an organizer. She served as 
an officers’ wives club president and a magazine 
editor, and authored Front Row Balcony after a 1978 
tour in Iran. She and Bud traveled the world, at-
tended class Reunions, and played golf and bridge. 
Nancy read for the blind, served on scholarship 
boards, and volunteered for Meals on Wheels.” We 
were fortunate to have her as our class correspon-
dent for so many years, and she will be missed.

Be on the lookout for a News and Dues mailing 
from your class in the coming months. In the mean-
time, please send news via the online news form, 

http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.
cfm, or directly to: C Class of 1944, c/o Cornell 
Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, 
Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu.

45 Happy New Year! Be on the 
lookout for a News and Dues 
mailing from your class in 

the coming months. In the meantime, please 
send news via the online news form, http://
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.
cfm, or directly to your correspondent: C Julie 
Kamerer Snell, julie.k.snell@gmail.com.

46 Art Van Vleet (Richmond, IN; 
arthurjayvanvleet@gmail. 
com) rushed home to submit 

his class questionnaire. He’s retired, but active in 
Richmond’s war against drug addiction. He visited 
family last summer in Michigan, Pennsylvania, and 
Indiana. While home, he’ll be busy with his house, 
yard, tennis, and bridge. At Cornell, Prof. Andresson 
in Mechanical Engineering had the greatest impact 
on him. Art says our 70th was the best Reunion 
ever, and he’s been in touch twice with Jerry Finch, 
a fellow Reunioner, since returning home. He prom-
ises he’ll make our 75th if I will, and he’ll again 
pick up his cousin, Dottie Van Vleet Hicks, BS HE 
’45, on his drive from Indiana back to Ithaca.

In my latest effort to make contact, I heard 
from a pledge brother and the family of a deceased 
brother. Jim Vlock ’47, BA ’46, MBA ’48 (Wood-
bridge, CT; jimvlock@foxsteel.com) is well and still 
working, although macular degeneration keeps him 
off the tennis courts. He makes up for that with 
lots of exercising, walking, and traveling, domesti-
cally and abroad. Some of the travel brings him to 
Ithaca, where he renews friendships with present 
and retired faculty members Stuart Blumin, Maria 
Cristina Garcia, and Sherman Cochran. Jim’s had 
lots of schooling and advanced degrees at Cornell 
and is a member of three classes. He’s proud that, 
starting with his father-in-law and continuing with 
himself, his wife, his children, and his grandchil-
dren, four generations have yielded 17 Cornellians. 
Jim also sees classmate and fraternity brother 
Shelly Joblin ’48, BA ’47, MBA ’48, frequently.

Leslie Eisenberg Appleton, daughter of Al 
Eisenberg ’48, phoned to inform me of Al’s death 
on April 18, 2014. She added that he and Arlyne 
married in 1952 and parented three children. 
Arlyne was diagnosed with MS at 31, but lived a 
far better life than expected to age 75 because 
of Al’s love and care. He founded Microtran in the 
early 1950s to manufacture miniaturized trans-
formers. On retirement, he sold the business to the 
Japanese company Timura. Al was an avid boater 
and found time for tennis. Said Leslie, “He would 
never let Mom call in repairmen; he always had to 
fix things himself, no matter how long it took. Like 
at Cornell, he was always a hands-on guy who took 
care of all things electrical.”

Happy New Year! And our annual reminder: If 
you have scrapbooks, diaries, letters, photographs, 
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or mementos from the 1940s at Cornell, send them 
to: Evan Earle ’02, MS ’14, University Archivist, 
Carl A. Kroch Library, Ithaca, NY 14853-5302; 
tel., (607) 255-3530; fax, (607) 255-9524; e-mail: 
efe4@cornell.edu. Your survivors will probably 
toss out such materials, but the university might 
very well display them. It’s better and more eco-
logical to direct them to Cornell now. Evan ad-
vises they have lots of material from the really 
early days, but very little from the 1940s. Send 
news to: C Paul Levine, 3273 Streamside Cir., 
#S-202, Pleasanton, CA 94588; tel., (925) 201-
7575; e-mail, pblevine@juno.com. Class website, 
classof46.alumni.cornell.edu.

Happy New Year, everyone! Another busy 
holiday season is over, and I hope that yours was 
an enjoyable one.

Anne Hodgkins Ransom is a faithful corre-
spondent. She turned 90 last year and enjoyed a 
large family party. She has become interested in 
the palliative care scene. She also said that she 
reads Cornell Alumni Magazine cover to cover! She 
remembered that Mrs. Embody, the Sigma Kappa 
hostess, was the person who taught her how to 
play bridge. This had a great impact on her future 
social life. Muriel Sheerr Kaplan, BA ’45, another 
loyal correspondent, is still making portrait sculp-
tures, both in the round and reliefs. Her big 92nd 
birthday was in Chicago with 24 descendants. She 
is very happy in her “old age” and wonders what 
happened to Carol Nevans Safer, BA ’45. Does any-
one know? Carol is on my not-mailable list.

Joan Waite Martens is still managing to walk 
around her neighborhood in New York City and 
enjoying the birds in East Riverside Park. Her twin 
grandchildren are freshmen in college: Wil liam is at-
tending U. of Charleston, famous for training sailors, 
and granddaughter Chase is at UCLA study ing 
science and pledging Alphi Phi sorority. Grand son 
David is a junior at Tufts, and Matthew is a fresh-
man at Southern College. Joan would like to hear 
from Mary Lou Rutan Snowden. They lived across 
the street from each other when they were about 
6 years old for several years in Queens Village, 
Long Island. We hope you get in touch, Mary Lou! 
Jan Bassette Summerville is spending the cold 
winter months in an assisted living facility in 
Watertown, NY. Winters in her home in Sackets 
Harbor are just too cold and snowy alone. Her 
daughter Amy is in the area during summer 
months, but spends the winter in Florida. Jan is 
still busy with her outside activities and bridge. 
She has a 2-year-old great-grandson, Bryce, living 
in Chicago. Incidentally, Jan is also enjoying rid-
ing a scooter around the facility. Fun!

Please remember that no news from YOU 
makes a very short column! C Dorothy Taylor 
Prey, 1 Baldwin Ave., #501, San Mateo, CA 94401; 
tel., (650) 342-1196; e-mail, dmprey@aol.com.

47 Happy New Year! Elizabeth Day 
Elliot sent the following note 
from New Kingston, NY: “My 

hus band is deceased. I have six children and ten 
grandchildren. I still live on the farm, but spend 
time with my children. I’m an active member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, and I still 
have a garden and flowers. I’ve lost the sight in 
one eye, but at 91, I’m in fairly good health.”

Jane Ruggles Pinel (Hillsborough, NH; jane 
pinel@hotmail.com) has two daughters, both with 
doctorates, and three grandchildren. “We have a 
love ly life in New Hampshire,” she writes. “Good 
friends and busy times.” Jane would like to hear 

from Sylvia Kianoff Shain and Yetta Haber Farber, 
and she says that Psychology professor Dr. Liddell 
greatly influenced her at Cornell. Gilbert Tandy 
(gtgolr27@hotwiremail.net) spends his time play-
ing golf and working on his desktop, and he wishes 
that he could be going on cruises. On the Hill, Prof. 
Frank Ellenwood had a great impact on him.

Be on the lookout for a News and Dues mailing 
from your class in the coming months. In the mean-
time, please send news via the online news form, 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.
cfm, or directly to: C Class of 1947, c/o Cornell 
Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, 
Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu.

48 Harriet Morel Oxman (Sara-
sota Bay Club, FL): “I was on 
the largest ship to ever navi-

gate the Northwest Passage, from August 15 to 
September 17, 2016: the Crystal Serenity, 820 feet 
long. 1,500 passengers and crew left Anchorage, 
AK, went through the Bering Strait and Sea, east 
over the Arctic Circle to the Greenland Sea, and 
ended up in New York with an escort of helicopters.

“We went through 20- to 14-degree tempera-
tures and saw the ‘Smoking Hills’ (smoke from burn-
ing coal, oil shale, and bituminous products) at Cape 
Bathurst, the most northern point of the mainland 
of the Northwest Territories of Canada. We saw po-
lar bears and many species of whales and walrus. 
The musk ox and caribou are the only other ani-
mals in the Arctic. Icebergs were as tall as New 
York skyscrapers, much taller than the 13-deck 
ship. I attended many lectures and learned a lot 
about the region from the historians, biologists, 
and geologists on the ship. At Ulukhaktok, NT, hav-
ing come through the Beaufort Sea, a group of lo-
cal Inuits came aboard to entertain us with dream 
dancing. They wore fur coats, boots, and head cov-
erings all made from skins of polar bears and seals. 
Some people got off the ship to board Zodiacs to 
take shore excursions. Having bobbed around in 
rough water in Zodiacs during my Antarctic trip, I 
decided to get off the ship only when it docked.”

Menko Rose (Carmel, CA) developed the idea 
of “Skilligence” from his research at California State 
U., Hayward, and the U. of Washington, inspired by 
his recovery from head injuries suffered during WWII. 
He refined the idea into the current Skilligence 
Work shops, working with hundreds of students. He 
previously worked as a Wall Street bro ker, securities 
analyst, professional folk singer, owner of a whole-
sale tool company, and licensed marriage, family, 
and child therapist. He’s busy walk ing, swimming, 
and doing Jumble Cryptograms and Sudoku daily. 
He walks unaided on his own two legs, a half-mile 
every day. He reads the Wall Street Journal and 
New York Times on Sundays. He also reads the 
Economist and Foreign Affairs, listens to public 
TV, and does not listen to the radio. He has four 
daughters and four grandsons from his first 30 
years of marriage. He likes his mom’s chocolate 
pudding and wife’s tapioca pudding. Menko writes, 
“I enjoy writing our Skilligence Workshops and 
observing people expanding their intelligence. 
Recently visited Point Lobos, CA, the most beauti-
ful juncture of land and sea. I own a second house 
in San Jose, a rental. I think the ‘twain’ have met 
already and will continue to meet as democracy 
expands and the ‘differences’ will gradually dimin-
ish. I’ve visited over half the 50 states, giving 
marionette shows and singing folk songs, mostly 
in schools. Celebrated Thanksgiving 2015 with 
family in Wilsonville, CA, and visited Cornellians 
Arthur and Ginny Bach in Davenport, CA.”

Doris Dittman Bartow (Haverhill, MA): “I keep 
busy singing, especially Cornell songs. I see the 
doctors only for checkups. As a retired librarian, 
I’m insured by Medicare and Empire Blue Cross, 
and I use a cane. My first grandchild was born in 
August 2015.” Bart Holm (West Grove, PA): “I’m 
walking the dog and have too many visits to the 
doctors. Medicare/AARP keep me alive. I read the 
Wall Street Journal and New York Times—good cov-
erage, adequately balanced. I like TIME magazine 
and CBS TV, and don’t listen to the radio. I have 
two children, seven grandchildren, and zero greats. 
Mother did a better job on apple pie. I’m getting 
used to being a widower again. Still own a second 
house on Lake Champlain. I’ve visited about 15 
states.” Marian Young Bradley (Black Mountain, 
NC): “There are numerous opportunities at my 
retirement community—day trips, service proj-
ects, and good friends. I enjoy the outreach from 
my church. My sixth great-grandchild arrived late 
in 2015. My ten grandchildren range in age from 
10 to 33. They are a great pleasure. The best 
decision I ever made was to have four children.”

Lenore DeKoven (NYC): “I would like every-
one to know that my book, Changing Direction: A 
Practical Approach to Directing Actors in Film and 
Theatre, with a foreword by Ang Lee, has been 
translated into Chinese.” Rosalie Smolin Mandel 
(Durham, NC): “Returned from Glasgow, Scotland, 
last October, where I checked my granddaughter 
in for a semester at Glasgow College of Art. The 
Scottish people were very friendly and warm and 
the countryside beautiful. Hillsides were covered 
in purple heather in bloom. The best concert I 
attended at Cornell was Leonard Bernstein con-
ducting a Beethoven Piano Concerto as he played 
the piano.” C Bob Persons, 102 Reid Ave., Port 
Washington, NY 11050; phone and fax, (516) 
767-1776; e-mail, bobpersons48@gmail.com.

49 It would be interesting to know 
what the Class of ’49 thinks. 
What are our political views, 

our opinions on social issues? With the national 
elections behind us, what are our thoughts about 
the results? Our elections have always been acrimo-
nious; we are a vigorous people, on the whole, never 
shy about expressing our views in boisterous terms 
or leaping to the streets to impress one another 
about the correctness of our opinions. What does 
the Class of ’49 think about the issues of the day?

Mary Heisler Allison (The Villages, FL), noting 
that she is “not a lot interested in politics,” declares 
that she is “a born and bred Republican.” Others 
in our class have, in the past, reported actively 
work ing for Democratic candidates. Mary plays 
“loads of bridge, every day.” She gave up tennis 
and bowling, but plays golf and beanbag toss, and 
does water aerobics three times a week in the pool. 
Donald Feiman (Naples, FL; dfeiman@embarqmail.
com) writes, “We have moved next door to the Vi 
at Bentley Village continuing care facility on 156 
acres. Still playing tennis and golf, and have added 
bocce ball. Management just built two new club-
houses, which are more than state of the art.” He 
also continues to be involved in commercial real 
estate and apartment house ownership. Don visited 
his great-granddaughter last Thanksgiving. He adds, 
“Trying to stay healthy, financially secure, and phys-
ically active while also maintaining my wi-fi home 
network, including PC laptop, printers, and iPhones. 
My family is throwing a big 90th birthday party for 
me in Huntington Beach, CA, in September, and one 
of the guests will be my old Cornell roommate, Jack 
Zakin.” When asked if there was anything else he 
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wished he could be doing, Don replied, “Of course, 
but I’ll settle for my present situation.”

David Elow (elowdavid@gmail.com) writes, 
“Bobbie and I are enjoying the life of leisure in a 
retirement community on Hilton Head Island, SC. 
I completed my six years on the board of the com-
munity and now volunteer for a number of organi-
zations that feed the poor or disabled. I try exer-
cising enough that old age won’t confine me to a 
chair, at least for the short term. And of course we 
visit the children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children in Michigan and Washington, DC.” Charles 
Reynolds Jr. (Vero Beach, FL; chreynolds@yahoo.
com) says, “For my 25th Reunion, I brought my 
wife, Sis     , to Cornell for the first time. As she was 
ill at our 65th, I was there for the first time in 40 
years without her. It makes me sad to tell all those 
who met Sis that she died on September 8 at home 
from dementia. For me, the best 45 years of my 
life.” Charles continues, “Our classmate and my very 
good friend Jerry Hargarten died recently in as-
sisted living, with his wife, Virginia, at his side, 
near their previous home in Poway, CA. And news 
of Tom Weissenborn, MBA ’50: he and his wife, 
Peggy, have sold their home in New Jersey and are 
going to be at their home in Florida for most of 
the year. Not sure how Wall Street is going to 
continue without Tom on site in New York.”

Lucinda Perry Servis (Princeton, NJ) said she 
was happy about how Cornell football was doing 
this year. Lucinda gave $45,000 to the Cornell 
Hotel school on November 15, 2010. John Efroym
son (Seattle, WA; sterlingef@gmail.com), married 
to Donna, writes, “After 50 years in Toledo, OH, we 
have moved to Seattle, where we have two of our 
three children and four of our five grandchildren. 
We’re living in a retirement community in a two-
bedroom apartment. Leaving our home and down-
sizing was hard, but we are adjusting to our new 
way of life. The people here are compatible, there 
are plenty of stimulating activities, and the food 
is excellent. And, best of all, we are near children 
and grandchildren.”

Margery Rubin Frank Slavin (Delray Beach, FL; 
marjerry51@gmail) was formerly married to the 
late Harold Frank ’46, BA ’47, and the late Jerome 
Slavin. She reports that she does “volunteer work 
at the hospital and condo office.” Margery has two 
children, five grandchildren, and two great-grand-
children. Sadly, we learned of the passing of C. 
Wally Shonnard of Vergennes, VT, on January 4, 
2015. His widow, Betty (Child) ’44, his sons, John 
and Douglas, and his daughter, Sandy, are carry-
ing on the business he started, EnviroTex Assocs. 
LLC. Thank you for all your news. Please keep in 
touch, everyone, and tell us about all your doings. 
C Dorothy “Dee” Mulhoffer Solow, 50 Grant St., 
Wellsboro, PA 16901; tel., (570) 948-9107; e-mail, 
winspeck@yahoo.com.

50 There’s good news and bad 
news. Good: Our class column 
is moving closer to the front 

of the Class Notes and thus is easier to find. Bad: 
Our class column is moving closer to the front and 
headed for extinction. Fortunately and thankfully, 
some of us are not yet extinct, but increasing re-
ports of the passing on of our classmates takes 
a bite out of the pleasure of doing this column. 
Consequently, Pat and I, your faithful co-corre-
spondents, are happy to hear from those of you 
still on this side of the grass, and are even hap-
pier to report your doings in the column.

Past president and current co-correspondent 
Pat Carry Stewart (Gulf Stream, FL) attended 

the annual meeting of the Cornell Presidential 
Councilors, a group of former university trustees, 
donors, and leaders. As Pat reported, “The group 
met with student leaders, faculty, and adminis-
trators, all of whom brought us up to date with 
informative presentations. The most interesting 
part was an engaging interplay with former pres-
ident Hunter Rawlings. Obviously ignoring his 
interim title, he shared his plans for university 
advancement. We are deeply indebted to him.” 
Manley Thaler, LLB ’53 (West Palm Beach, FL) 
is our new VP, replacing our most active class 
leader Stan Rodwin, whom we lost so suddenly 
and unexpectedly last year. Manley still works for 
Thaler and Thaler, his estate and financial plan-
ning business. He volunteers on the boards of 
the Palm Beach Symphony and the Palm Beach 
School of Arts and Sciences Foundation.

Al Wrisley (Traverse City, MI) reports one 
wife, three children, four grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren, and he celebrated a 60th wed-
ding anniversary in October 2016. He has no time 
for gainful employment because he has to read, 
nap, tidy up, pay the bills, go to concerts, and take 
out the garbage. After graduation he worked in 
resorts in Miami and Key West, then went straight 
to be a professor at UMass, retiring in 1991. He 
also worked as a worldwide consultant for USDA, 
USDD, and other organizations. He says, “Cornell 
opened doors for me everywhere. Also taught me 
to drink and smoke badly, but fortunately I gave 
them up 38 years ago! Satchel Paige was correct: 
‘Don’t look back; something may be gaining on 
you.’ ” Paul Kirchner (Niskayuna, NY) is retired from 
regular employment and is now a tax preparation 
volunteer with AARP. He reports four kids, nine 
grandkids, and one great-grandchild. He expects 
the latter to go to the Air Force Academy, like his 
father and grandfather. While at Cornell the person 
who had the greatest influence on him was Doris 
(Paine) ’51, his future wife of 65 years. Paul re-
calls three classes that prepared him well for his 
career with GE in telecommunications and missile 
guidance: freshman Physics in Rockefeller Hall; 
basic Electrical Engineering in Franklin Hall; and 
Thermodynamics in Sibley Hall.

Robert Forrest, MS Aero ’52 (St. Helena, CA) 
served in the Air Force as a computer programmer 
for the Air Materiel Command. He is retired from 
two professions: physician at a psychiatric hospi-
tal; and engineer at Douglas Aircraft. He reports 
that the main benefits of a Cornell education were 
training in science and preparation for employ-
ment. Robert is vitally interested in world prob-
lems due to overpopulation. He sent an attach-
ment suggesting that, to feed the world, manual 
farming should continue to be replaced by advanc-
es in mechanized agriculture. (Readers: You might 
comment on this assertion in future news reports 
to us.) Lynn Layton Bull is happy to be retired 
in sunny Santa Cruz, CA, but is concerned that 
the pine needle beetle and prolonged drought 
are killing the beautiful local trees. She dotes on 
her eight grandkids and one great-grandkid, all 
named after various ancestors. Lynn is an active 
leader in her retirement community, plays bridge, 
and participates in a book club and in an alterna-
tive history club called What If. She admits to 
missing the smell of freshly fallen snow on the 
undulating hills of the Hudson River Valley.

Dan Chabot writes from an assisted living 
facility in Palm City, FL, where he reports that 
the food is poor by Cornell hotelier standards, 
but always sufficiently warm and nutritious. “The 
facility is above average and well staffed, and has 
many programs and clubs to keep active in. The 

inmates (more women than men) are sicker than 
I, with discouraging degrees of dementia. My 
wife says ‘have patience,’ but God did not give 
me enough of it. However, given my happy life, 
I am still one lucky guy.” Our good and faithful 
classmate Marion Steinmann, longtime class VP, 
Reunion organizer, and coauthor of this column, 
is disabled from effects of several strokes and cur-
rently resides in a nursing home in Philadelphia, 
PA. Marion can receive mail, read to her by niece 
Ellie Schrader, who looks after her. Marion’s address 
is Cathedral Village, G-417, 600 E. Cathedral Rd., 
Philadelphia, PA 19128.

Send news and views to: C Paul Joslin, 
13731 Hickman Rd. #4207, Urbandale, IA 50323; 
tel., (515) 278-0960; e-mail, phjoslin@aol.com; 
or Patricia Carry Stewart, 2613 Ocean Blvd., Gulf 
Stream, FL 33483; tel., (561) 278-5387; e-mail, 
stewartpc@aol.com.

51 Ernest Sofis (Hingham, MA) writes, 
“Family well, two grandkids—one 
just going to college and the other 

in high school. Married 57 years to the same wom-
an. Active with VFW, trustee and historian emeri-
tus of GAR Memorial Hall. I was selected Veteran 
of the Year in 2013 and am active interviewing 
high school seniors for Cornell. Some idiot was 
text messaging and smashed into me and ruined 
my back, so I could not come to Ithaca.” Fondest 
memory: “Met some wonderful people.”

Charles Bales (Erie, PA) checked in with no 
news. Al Ginty ’s (Orange, CA) fondest memory of 
Cornell: “Theta Xi fraternity.” Sally Williamson 
Williams (Staten Island, NY) writes, “Daughter 
Keiko lives on 502 acres outside of Burlington, 
VT. Son Tim is in Boise, ID. To celebrate my big 
85th birthday they took me on a fabulous hot air 
balloon trip over the Vermont countryside. Still 
quite active with the Greenbelt Conservancy and 
the College of Staten Island Foundation board.” 
Nancy Belcher First (Northampton, MA) writes, 
“I loved my two years at Cornell. I came in as a 
junior, transferring from Wheaton College. Cornell 
was the best choice I could have made. All the 
art/music classes I could imagine and such a 
beautiful campus. My two years were, and are 
now, the most wonderful of memories.”

Jacqueline Goldberg Eisenberg (Windsor, ON) 
writes, “My older daughter, Ethel, lost her husband, 
Ed, due to a stroke, but he lives on in donated or-
gans in six recipients. Son Howard is with a partner 
in an expanding law practice in Hamilton, ON. My 
youngest, Naomi, is busy with a house she bought 
in Pickering just outside of Toronto, has earned 
a master’s in physiotherapy, and works at Toronto 
General Hospital. The grandchildren are all thriv-
ing. The two oldest, Ethel’s son and daughter, are 
still in the entertainment world. Howard’s 12-year-
old, Emily, was just accepted in Hamilton’s theatre 
arts high school. So they are all a busy bunch. 
I watch, with growing concern, the US political 
scene—enough said!” Fondest memory of Cornell: 
“Too many to praise, but birding stands out.”

Mary Perrine Johnson (Salt Lake City, UT) 
writes, “Although the death of my husband, Bob, 
in March has been a tough time, I decided to make 
the trip for our Reunion. Once you’ve been there, 
the beauty remains ingrained.” Sue Pardee Baker 
was given an honorary doctorate at Johns Hopkins 
U. in May. She has been a full professor there her 
whole career. “My favorite memory of Cornell is 
walking back across the Quad at dusk, in the fall, 
and listening to the chimes ringing out over the 
whole campus. My cousin Willy Joy ’50 loved the 
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chimes so much he went back to Centralia, IL, 
and built a large carillon for the town to enjoy. A 
full-time carillon performs regular concerts on the 
instrument. It’s a marvelous thing to hear.”

Margaret “Pepper” Dutcher Fluke (Durham, 
NC) writes, “For the past year and a half I have 
been Don’s 24-hour home health caregiver. We 
converted our dining room into a bedroom for 
him. When I can, I go down to my studio to create 
clay pots. I will have my studio open in November 
for the third Durham Pottery Tour, along with 30 
other potters in Durham. Jeanie Larkin Hoffmire 
and I talk by phone a few times each year, Cali-
fornia to North Carolina. We were roommates and 
worked together in the Delta Gamma kitchen. Sue 
Pickwick Ray and I (DG sisters) roomed together 
at the Statler for Reunion.” Fondest memory: 
“Walking to classes in waist-high snow.”

Joan Singer Rosner (NYC) writes, “My daugh-
ter, Stacey, drove all over the world speaking about 
familial hypercholesterolemia, which killed my hus-
band at 43 and which both my kids inherited. Now 
it’s treatable. When I was younger and my kids were 
in camp, I traveled all over, especially to Europe 
and Africa.” Fond memory: “Looking at waterfalls.” 
Bill O’Hara (Webster, NY) writes, “I am in my 42nd 
year of owning Orbaker’s Restaurant on Rt. 104 in 
Williamson, NY. Yes—I still make it! Recently talked 
with Dick Manion. He is well in assisted living 
in Melbourne, FL.” Harold “Mike” Gould (Pavilion, 
NY) writes, “Two grandsons are graduates of Cornell 
Ag. Farm is organic and going robotic. Still alive 
and kicking. Glad to hear of classmates.” Fondest 
memory: “Races on Beebe Lake, eating at Home Ec 
cafeteria, wonderful classmates.”

Sabra Baker Staley (Arlington, VA) writes, 
“Nothing new—thank goodness!” Activities in-
clude “enough nutrition, cleanliness, social en-
lightenment, and faith activities to stay alive!” 
Sabra sent a Christmas letter from Carl ’50 and 
Phyllis Harvey Larrabee (now in Ocala, FL), from 
which I quote: “We felt that we should downsize 
one more time. This, of course, involved the chil-
dren in, first, a negotiation (not in dispute of who 
gets what, but, won’t you please take this). Then 
came the physical work of disposing of STUFF—
pickup loads to Good Will and the dump, in ad-
dition to hauling away the things they could use 
and the stuff we embarrassed them into taking. 
Our living circumstances are very comfortable, and 
we have not lifted a finger to prepare a meal or 
clean the house, or even wash the linens. Most of 
our effort involves making sure we are on time for 
meals and insuring that we are dressed when we 
go out.” Please send your news to: C Brad Bond, 
101 Hillside Way, Marietta, OH 45750; tel., (740) 
374-6715; e-mail, bbond101@suddenlink.net.

Class of 1952
Save the Date 

for our

65th Reunion! 

June 8-11, 2017
Class headquarters conveniently 

located at the Statler.  

Make your hotel reservations now. 

Highlights:
• Class banquets
• Postwar Cornell 

presentation
• Special veterans 

recognition event 

Details:
Full program details and 

registration materials  
will be sent in late March. 

Reminder:
Send in your memories of 

your “Days on the Hill” 
and note the impact that  

Cornell has had on your life.

Contact:
Sue Schlaepfer 
(607) 227-6080

sueysch@gmail.com

Dick Dye 
(914) 450-6421

dickdye@verizon.net

For more information, visit our class website at
classof52.alumni.cornell.edu

52 The leaves are still green, but fall 
is definitely here in Pittsburgh. 
Many of the snowbirds have left 

the condo, and I have mail. I also have a reminder 
from Sue Youker Schlaepfer that our 65th Reunion 
is coming up, June 8-11, 2017.

First up is a note from Elle Hospidor Conti, 
MS ’54 (Bethlehem, PA), who writes, “In June 
Bob, MME ’54, and I attended the graduation of 
our grandson Jacob Langenbacher ’16. He is a 
third-generation Cornellian, as are Rachel Langen
bacher, in the Weill Cornell PhD program, and 
Steven Davies ’19, a sophomore in Arts and 
Sciences. They are among the 11 Cornellians in our 
family.” Steve Michelman (NYC) writes that he 
is a retired lawyer, professional actor, and model. 
He is also an active member of All Souls Unitarian 

Church in Manhattan, where, for about 15 years, 
he has run Stories with Soul, now in its 23rd year. 
This extremely popular one-hour short story read-
ing and discussion group now runs 52 weeks a year 
and draws a weekly audience of 15-20 people.

Edward Madison (Boulder, CO) is soon to en-
ter his 24th year of retirement. He does volunteer 
work at local hospitals. His four grandchildren are 
all young adults. Three out of four of live nearby. 
“A blessing,” he says. He also writes, “Health is-
sues preclude travel. This is regrettable as we spent 
many decades traveling the globe.” He says that 
Prof. Milton Konvitz, PhD ’33, had the greatest 
impact on him during his time at Cornell. Alfred 
Pagano (Newark, DE; paganoah@verizon.net) re-
tired from DuPont in 1996. He established an en-
vironmental consulting firm 20 years ago, and re-
tired from that in 2016. He is now the proud great-
grandfather of three great-grandchildren. Alfred 
wishes he could travel some more. Prof. David 
Daiches had the greatest impact on him at Cornell.

Nancy Harrington Booth (Brooklyn, CT; rab 
nhb@charter.net) e-mailed that she is retired 
from teaching, but is now very busy taking care 
of her 1750 house, her ailing husband, who is 
slowly improving from a stroke, and her rescued 
cats. Her daughter Janet often drives from Maine 
to help. The best decision she ever made? “To go 
to Cornell and study conservation and ornithology 
with Arthur Allen 1908, BA 1907, PhD 1911.” 
The classmate she’d most like to hear from is 
Jan Hofmann McCulloch—”She lives a few miles 
down the road from me toward Hartford.” In a 
written news form, Nancy added, “I think about 
many things such as news, current events, the 
world condition, and the environment, but I try 
not to let it all upset me too much!” Marion Lotz 
Rutan (Newark Valley, NY; wmrutan@stny.rr.com) 
was “at home” when she wrote. She had been 
spending three winter months in Florida.

Judith Calhoun Schurman (New Canaan, CT; 
schurma1@optonline.net) wrote, “Living the condo 
life and enjoying it. New Canaan is a great town. 
Small, but many things going on. Still singing in 
choir and volunteering at Staying Put, a nonprofit 
that helps seniors stay in their homes.” She had 
also been traveling—”Drove to Montreal with a 
friend and also had a great family reunion last 
August on the shore in Mystic, CT. Seventeen out of 
18 possibles came and it was a great success! Our 
family puts the fun in dysfunctional.” Judy plans 
to travel more and attend Reunion next spring. 
She closed with these thoughts: “Sad to say we 
have lost some of our classmates. We should cher-
ish and enjoy those of us who are still with us.”

Robert Bitz (Baldwinsville, NY; rwbitz@mac.
com) wrote, “I’m enjoying life in many ways—
travel, golf, bridge, and watching sunsets and 
sunrises!” He had just published his tenth book, 
and a number of them are available on Amazon 
and Barnes and Noble. He did not have time 
to write until retirement from Plainville Turkey 
Farm. Bob was looking forward to his great-
granddaughter Adelaide Bitz’s Cornell graduation 
in 2038. “It will be here before I hardly know it.” 
His closing thoughts: “The Cornell changes I have 
observed the last 70 years are amazing! Some are 
positive and some negative. One of the best is 
the continuation of acceptance of any student 
with the academic credentials regardless of their 
ability to pay. Another great one, also a continu-
ation, is Cornell’s involvement in improving mil-
lions of lives all over the world.”

Stephen Tauber has not been outside the US 
since 2015, but he has been busy. He has writ-
ten and lectured on escaping from the Holocaust 
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with his family to India. One of his essays is in 
a book used in Austrian schools to teach modern 
history. He has published philatelic articles in na-
tional publications and is secretary of the Waltham 
Stamp Club. He attended all eight days of the World 
Stamp Show-NY 2016 and will do translations into 
German for the World Stamp Show-Boston 2026. 
He is an election inspector in Massachusetts. In 
July he traveled with family to Hawaii for a post-
celebration of his older grandson’s wedding. He 
closed: “My hair, of which there is still a reasonable 
amount, remains more black than white.” Jean 
Brown Craig (Gwynedd, PA) wrote that she was re-
covering from a broken kneecap, having fallen on 
black ice. Nonetheless, she has been very involved 
at her CCRC, heading up the grounds committee. 
She hopes to finally have a working knee. Jean 
was concerned about ISIS and climate change. 
She says, “The world is in a terrible state.”

Gertrude Serby Gildea (Columbus, MS; gables 
12@cableone.net) is writing her memoirs. She 
starts with her birth, the year the market crashed, 
and moves through her and her family’s life. Her vi-
olin lessons at Juilliard and orchestra playing were 
followed by starting a string program in Mississippi 
when she and her late husband moved there in 
1962. That is still a major activity. Trudy plans to 
keep playing violin and teaching—“and ‘selling’ 
the importance of music to school authorities.” 
She adds, “I still play violin in a local symphony 
orchestra, and at the age of 87, I think I am the 
oldest one!” Her thoughts: “I liked the theme of 
our Reunion, ‘Thank you, Cornell,’  which has given 
me the courage to say ‘Yes’ to all the possibilities 
of life that I have been offered. I maintain an an-
tebellum home, built in 1838, which is a historical 
landmark here as the birthplace of Memorial Day in 
the South. It is open to tourists during the year.”

And now, Reunion co-chair Sue Schlaepfer’s 
words on our 65th Reunion: “Get ready for the best 
Reunion ever as we get together June 8-11, 2017 
to reconnect and say ‘Thank you, Cornell!’ for all 
the ways that our experience and education on 
the Hill has enriched our lives. Sixty-five years 
ago we knew we were leaving behind those very 
special years to make our way in the big wide 
world. We are planning an event to recognize 
and celebrate the veterans in our class. We’ll also 
take a look back into our undergraduate years 
with Brad Edmondson ’81, whose book, Post
war Cornell, documents Cornell 1944-52. If you 
haven’t yet written your contribution of how you 
experienced Cornell and its impact on your life, 
start writing a favorite memory to send to sue 
ysch@gmail.com or dickdye@verizon.net.” Send 
news to: C  Joan Boffa Gaul, joangaul@mac.com.

53 Blue skies and that Ol’ Ithaca 
September sun smiled brightly 
upon 16,000 Homecomers in 

the Schoellkopf Crescent, across the field from 
where the West Stands formerly stood. It was a 
weekend of banquets, parties, prelim-free classes, 
and a 27-13 curbing of the Ol’ Eli Bulldog Yale. 
That lifted the Cornell gridiron season to 2-0. It 
rose to 3-0 at Colgate the next Saturday, best since 
the 4-0 of 1999, a 7-3 year. There was a declared 
’53 quorum at the Statler lounge later. Jeff Ford 
’79, son of Clark and Claire Moran Ford, joined 
in. You may recall the plane reasonably far above 
the stadium wishing Jeff a happy 40th birthday a 
few years back. Also present were descendants of 
Bob Engel and Poe Fratt. Those outstanding Big 
Redders would have relished the shining hour of 
Coach David Archer ’05 and his guys.

Retired after 58 years of medical practice, al-
most a half-century of biomedical research, and a 
career at Massachusetts General Hospital, Dwight 
Robinson (Sherborn, MA) is tending to flowers and 
vegetables in his garden. A student of music since 
childhood, Dwight took up the pipe organ 30 years 
ago. Three of his and spouse Peg (Blackburn) 
’55’s four kids are Cornellians. The oldest, Laurie 
’77, worked in CU fundraising for many years. 
Edgar “Mac” Storm, JD ’60 (Savannah, GA) reports 
one tooth lost in a tumble while skiing at Mt. 
Hood Timberline in Oregon. “Otherwise in good 
shape.” He’s well enough for more skiing, sailing, 
fishing, bicycle riding, and swimming daily.

Julian Aroesty (Lexington, MA) has started 
a program called MAVEN in which he “provides car-
diac consultation (pro bono) to an underserved 
area clinic. Still teaching at Harvard Medical 
School. Finished a couple of chapters for a car-
diology textbook.” He recommends reading Boys 
in the Boat—”a great true story about the 1936 
Olympics.” Julian cycles 15-30 miles four or five 
times a week while wintering in Longboat Key, FL. 
He has reread Anna Karenina and War and Peace 
many times, as suggested by Vladimir Nabokov. 
Advice to Mater: “Continue to require all to study 
Western Civilization, history, and literature, even if 
all the rest of the courses are science and math. I 
took these courses because I needed those credits 
for graduation, but they are the courses I remem-
ber now and were most meaningful to me.” Robert 
Fitzgerald (State College, PA) writes, “I’m still re-
tired from the English department at Penn State. 
My grandson, an undergraduate here, lives with me 
and helps out a lot.” Robert reads history, biogra-
phy, and some novels for pleasure. He plays chess, 
too, and loves to read Nabokov’s books. “I used to 
see him in Goldwin Smith (this was before Lolita).”

Stu Warshauer, MBA ’54 (Naples, FL) is not 
exactly a fiddler on the roof, but he is definitely 
a fiddler in the house when he gathers his Naples 
Klezmer Revival Band for weekly rehearsals. “I not 
only play the fiddle,” he says, “I also find the music 
and arrange it. I solicit gigs, negotiate and write 
contracts, pay the musicians, et al.” He adds, “I 
found a nice lady, name of Sarah, and had a June 
wedding. How did we meet? On the Internet.” 
He’s resumed traveling—”now that I have a trav-
eling companion.” Stu, an active brother of Sigma 
Alpha Mu, was Hillel social chairman, a member 
of the University Orchestra and of Komos Aeiden, 
and on the Straight and Weekend committees. Leo 
Buxbaum (Whittier, CA) is fully retired from the 
practice of gastroenterology, but still teaches med 
students one day a week at USC, where one son is 
an associate professor of medicine. The other is a 
tax attorney in Washington, DC.

Dottie Clark Free (Palo Alto, CA) is settled 
into new digs—”a great retirement place called 
the Vi at Palo Alto.” She’s remained active volun-
teering at Gamble Gardens, former home of the 
Gambles (as in Procter & Gamble), home to classes 
and weddings and where flowers flourish. There’s 
time for bridge, a small Bible study group, and a 
daily mile-and-a-half walk. She reads local news-
papers and the New York Times—”Trying to keep up 
with what’s going on in the world.” She checks out 
the Economist as well. Favorite Cornell person? The 
late Isabel Peard, PhD ’51, and Frank H.T. Rhodes. 
Evie Glasier Ginter (Woodbury, NJ) is retired from 
her post as administrative assistant at the victim/
witness unit of the Gloucester, NJ, prosecutor’s 
office. She says she reads all Cornell publications, 
National Geographic, and current biographies and 
history. She avoids idleness with the Woodbury 
Book Club, Gourmet Club, the board of the $30 

million Center for Family Services Agency, and the 
Philadelphia Orchestra and Art Museum. “Keep up 
the good work,” she advises Mater.

Ann Murnane Kelly (New Hartford, NY) is 
trying to downsize. Anne Reed Ruiz (Eugene, 
OR) names Marian “Penny” Van Valkenburgh 
Goodrich, her Cornell roommate, as her favor-
ite Cornellian. The youngest grandling of Helen 
Teschner Greene (Great Neck, NY) is pushing the 
age of 2. Oldest grandkid is a Hotelie. Teschie is 
into “a little golf, bridge and canasta, Pilates, and 
a general workout and stretch four times a week.” 
Here’s hoping 2017 is kind to all hands, including 
the new White House occupant. C Jim Hanchett, 
300 First Ave. #8B, New York, NY 10009; e-mail, 
jch46@cornell.edu.

54 How often today do you hear the 
phrases “thank you,” “please,” 
and “you’re welcome”? I do think 

about these lost acknowledgments and was sur-
prised recently when I came across Prof. Brian 
Earle ’67, MPS ’71, long a standard-bearer for prop-
er etiquette, delivering a light-hearted talk en titled 
“Civility and Manners—Do They Really Mat ter?” 
as part of the School of Continuing Education and 
Sum mer Sessions’ free summer events series. I put 
the information aside and thought about his under-
graduate course on Civility and Manners and why it 
is needed. I later returned to the site and listened 
to the entire talk. Most of you will nod your heads 
approvingly to his subject matter and the need 
for students today to heed his advice. The world 
would be a kinder, gentler environment in which 
to live if we acknowledged all people with a smile 
and a compliment. It is a fun exercise and a most 
rewarding one to undertake. When time permits, 
you might enjoy the entire talk.

I would enjoy hearing from more of you, as 
I know you are finding life a balancing act as we 
transit our eighth decade. We are still traveling, 
teaching, and visiting the grands, involved in 
hobbies, pursuing our professional and communi-
ty lives, and, above all, becoming medical experts 
via Google and our contemporaries. ’Tis a marvel 
what lunch with friends of over 60 years’ standing 
reveals. Sixty years of caring for each other is a 
comfort level not available to everyone.

Sandy Dreier Kozinn has always had my ut-
most respect as she has been flying over a couple 
of ponds to visit her grands in Israel, which num-
ber 16 at last count. How many of us are called upon 
to visit our offspring in a potential war zone? She 
has always had a great time. Gardiner Powell 
appears to have a very well-defined retirement. 
He has enough offspring (and their offspring) to 
advise and says he has nothing he has to do, 
which provides the time to do everything he 
wishes to do. Not a bad balance. Ken Weston is a 
U. of Tulsa emeritus professor of mechanical engi-
neering. His textbook entitled Energy Conversion, 
now out of print, is available as a free e-book at: 
www.personal.utulsa.edu/~kenneth-weston/.

Evan Charney has retired from 40 years of 
academic medicine and is now a full-time print-
maker. Evan’s work can be found at: evansart.
smugmug.com. I believe you will enjoy your trip 
to his website—I did. Evan joins a large contin-
gent of the class in citing Vladimir Nabokov as one 
of those professors who had a lifetime impact. I 
certainly do and am continually grateful. James 
Symons, BCE ’54, is one of those lucky people still 
able to travel the world from home base in Sara-
sota, FL, and take great pictures along the way. 
Those at Cornell that had the greatest impact on 
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him were two Environmental Engineering profes-
sors. A note from Joannie and William Pinchbeck 
reported that they had just spent three days in 
Washington, DC, via a Cornell’s Adult University 
program with Secretary David Skorton and Prof. 
Glenn Altschuler, PhD ’76, touring Smithsonian 
exhibits before opening, “plus a whole lot more.” 
Please send news to: C Leslie Papenfus Reed, 
lesliejreed@me.com. Class website, http://class 
of54.alumni.cornell.edu.

55 Thank you for your recent e-
mails! Nancy Taft Whitman 
writes that she was married 

last July to Richard Wolters, professor emeritus 
of philosophy at Doane U. in Crete, NE. Richard is 
an amateur cellist and Nancy taught music at the 
U. of Nebraska. Her kids and grandkids were on 
hand to wish them well at their triennial family 
reunion in Portland, OR. Both Nancy and Richard 
have lived in Lincoln, NE, for many years, and 
that’s where they’ll be residing in their beautiful 
new home. All best wishes to you both!

Doris Wunsch Neilson is well traveled. She’s 
visited 160 countries, some (Indonesia, India, 
and Africa) multiple times, and she wrote that 
she was “leaving for Angola tomorrow.” Bob 
Mules (Staunton, VA) recalled the winter of fresh-
man year. He cherished the Navy pea jacket that 
Bob Wentz, a friend and WWII Navy veteran, gave 
him when he left the dairy barn for Vet school. 
“Its wool fabric kept me warm many a morning 
while I was mucking out the barn.” Why Cornell? 
“In 1951, Cornell’s Ag college was tuition free. 
I was a nearly broke small-town dairy farmer, 
so it was a no brainer if I wanted an advanced 
education—which I did!” Bob’s favorite class was 
Ag Economics with Prof. Stan Warren ’27, PhD 
’31. When Bob sent in his news form, his wife, 
Margaret, was ill. “I just pray for her to get bet-
ter,” he said, and we join you in wishing her well.

Stephen Weinstein, BArch ’57, found Cornell 
“prettier than RPI,” a valid reason to come. Peter 
Romeo, BArch ’56, listed several important rea-
sons why he chose Cornell: “Proximity to home 
(no wheels); scenic Greyhound bus route; Cornell’s 
excellent reputation; melting pot of classmates 
from US, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Colombia, Japan, 
and Taiwan.” Pete also praised “an outstanding 
faculty and visiting critics who encouraged their 
charges to dream, do, and deliver.” He added, 
“Attending our 60th Reunion was a blast from 
the past, especially hooking up with Architecture 
classmates (eight of the starting 26 freshmen) 
and spending quality time with Sigma Pi fraternity 
brothers and ROTC officers in training. Everlasting 
kudos to the Reunion committee and the memo-
ries they catalyzed, never to be forgotten.”

It was good to hear from Jim Van Buren, MD 
’59, who recalled that choosing Cornell was easy for 
two reasons: “education and athletics.” Nowadays, 
he writes, “I’m enjoying retirement with my wife, 
Mary (Martin) ’56, to whom I’ve been married for 
59 years.” As for the challenges of the I.T. age, Jim 
says he’s “about the level of pre-K!” Alan Mac
Donald credits his interest in the hospitality indus-
try and the encouragement of the staff at the Drake 
Hotel in Chicago with his decision to go to Cornell. 
And what gives him the most satisfaction these 
days? “An 85 or better on the golf course!” Consid-
ering the same question, Bill Forbes points to “nine 
kids, 13 grandkids, and four great-grandchildren.” 
Free tuition was what steered Dan Sachs to the 
ILR school, and Seymour Musiker called the New 
York State scholarship a deciding factor. Sy has 

enjoyed river cruises in Europe, and would like to 
take a US river cruise next.

Mable Lamb Haliburton cited the Home Ec 
school’s free tuition and the fact that Ithaca was 
near home and it had what she wanted to study. 
Did Cornell fulfill her expectations? “I loved it!” 
Barbara Balsam Brown was a systems engineer 
and retired from Telcordia in 2000. She has taken 
her older daughters to national parks, and the 
youngest to Paris with her parents. Barbara named 
Prof. Singer as the Cornell person who had the most 
impact on her. Robert Stairs, PhD ’55, celebrated 
his 91st birthday and is long retired, but a new edi-
tion of his book, Solvent Effects in Chemistry, has 
been published. Not unexpectedly, he named Prof. 
Michell “Mike” Sienko ’43 as the person who had 
the most influence on him. Liza Mark, PhD ’56, is 
an old Cornell friend he’d like to hear from.

Tara Prince Goldman would like to be in 
touch with Elaine Travis Diamond. Margaret 
“Peggy” Blackburn Robinson said that her hus-
band, Dwight ’53, retired recently—”and now 
we have time together.” (This was followed by a 
little smiley face!) Peggy said her best trip was to 
Italy, and the “most spectacular destination” was 
northern Japan. Next is the US national parks. Sue 
Spooner Olsen described “a wonderful trip last 
summer attending the 125th anniversary celebra-
tion of the British Pteridological (fern) Society,” 
plus garden visits in Ireland and Scotland. Sue 
also had the honor of cutting the ribbon for the 
official opening of a fern garden at Sizergh Castle.

In September, our class co-presidents, Mike 
Avery and Philip Harvey, hosted an executive 
committee meeting in Philadelphia. Members in 
attendance were Bill Doerler, Eva Konig Ray, Carol 
Rittershausen Byron, and me, Nancy Savage Petrie. 
We discussed regional events, keeping in touch with 
classmates, and Reunion 2020. Our class finances 
are in “excellent shape,” which was good to hear. 
Remember to visit our website regularly (classof55.
alumni.cornell.edu) to find the most up-to-date 
class news. Listed under “Community,” you’ll see ex-
cerpts from “The Co-ed’s Creed,” a booklet given to 
all incoming freshman women to guide us on proper 
clothing, study habits, dining room etiquette, 
and how to behave at parties. It’s must reading! 
Send news to: C Nancy Savage Petrie, nancysavage 
petrie@yahoo.com; tel., (610) 347-1737.

56 Just published: 1956: The 
World in Revolt, by Simon Hall. 
“1956,” it states, “was one of 

the most remarkable years of the 20th century. 
All across the globe, ordinary people spoke out in 
Poland, Hungary, South Africa, and the American 
South. There were colonial insurgencies against 
Britain and France.” As a member of what was 
called the Silent Generation, I found this an 
amazing book. I recommend reading it.

Joanne “Sunny” Styles McMillan Kuskin (Lake-
ville, CT) is actively writing in her field of psy ch ol-
ogy for regional magazines. She writes, “I also 
raised some swans and runner ducks.” Sunny trav-
eled to Hawaii and Rhinebeck, NY, and had a home 
in Nova Scotia, where she worked on historical and 
“First Nation” projects until recently. She notes 
that it was nearly impossible to downsize from 
her home of nearly 40 years. She has four adult 
children, who “went their own ways.” David Pyle 
(Sarasota, FL) is finishing his term as chair of his 
community’s council. He is also a member of the 
Cornell Club of Sarasota-Manatee. “Had a wonder-
ful family gathering at the Southern Shores in 
North Carolina’s Outer Banks,” he writes.

Elizabeth “Betsy” Jennings Rutledge (Wil-
mette, IL) is active as a private investor, home-
maker, and family “protector,” she says. “We travel 
a great deal and are thankful we remain fit enough 
to do so driving! Last vacation was to Washington 
State and British Columbia.” She has three chil-
dren, eight grandchildren, and two great-grand-
children, and says that they participate in water 
activities, boating, hiking, and swimming togeth-
er. Thomas Poulson (Jupiter, FL) is a retired pro-
fessor emeritus of ecology and evolution from the 
U. of Illinois, Chicago and from Florida Atlantic U. 
in Jupiter as a research affiliate. He now spends 
his time with the community organic garden core 
group, teaching at the Lifelong Learning Society 
at FAU, and on the board of directors for the 
Friends of the Loxahatchee National Wildlife Ref-
uge, among other activities.

Ronnie Hartman (Lakewood, CA) is active in 
the field of ophthalmology. He skis in the winter 
and fishes in the summer, and spends lots of time 
at his second home in Sun Valley, ID. He recently 
traveled to Israel, Europe, and Asia. “I’ve been 
married to Sylvia for 57 years,” he writes. Judy 
Cimildoro Jones has been retired for nine years. 
She went on a wonderful trip to Hawaii with her 
daughter in January 2013. She writes, “We have 
downsized our home of 46 years and moved from 
Toledo, OH, to be nearer to our children and 
grandchildren in East Hampton, NY.”

Rev. John Maltby (Monmouth Junction, NJ), 
who led us in a memorial prayer at Reunion, con-
tinues his good work in his community as a retired 
pastor. “Finally got back to Boy Scout Camp Read 
(Brant Lake, Adirondacks) in July, with the troop I 
started in 1963. The Scoutmaster and I both hob-
bled with bad backs, but we had a golf cart! I en-
joyed our 60th Reunion tremendously! Thanks to 
our class leaders and university personnel.” John 
recently took part in the luau wedding of his cous-
in’s daughter, and when he wrote he was looking 
forward to Homecoming and getting together with 
Big Red Band friends in September. John Hoare, 
MBA ’57 (Bridgewater, NJ) has been long retired and 
is president of his homeowner’s association. He is 
still on the advisory council for the Cornell chimes.

Some short notes from classmates: Richard 
Bulman, MBA ’57 (NYC) has two new grandchil-
dren, Luke and Jack. Sharon Lee Babat (Boynton 
Beach, FL) is a retired teacher, tutoring in her 
local school. She took a transatlantic cruise from 
Barcelona to Miami. Virginia Seelig Lenz (Forest, 
VA) is a tour docent at Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar 
Forest and she recently traveled to Cancun and 
Colorado. Peter Thaler (Los Angeles, CA) says 
retirement is great. When he wrote, he noted 
that he was looking forward to our 60th, as was 
Mary Martin Van Buren (Atlanta, GA). Craig Ten 
Broeck, BEE ’58 (Newtown Square, PA) worked 
as an electrical engineer and later owned and 
ran Bala Printing. Frank Koeberle (Palmyra, NY) 
retired after 61 years of farming. Orlando Turco 
(Ithaca, NY) is a retired teacher/coach who keeps 
up with Cornell wrestling. Laura Treman Almquist 
and Gordon Brown checked in with no news. Send 
news to: C Phyllis Bosworth, phylboz@aol.com.

57 Only six months to go and it 
will be time for Reunion. Be on 
the lookout for communication 

from the class, via e-mail or snail mail, with all the 
details. Class officers will be discussing plans at 
the annual Cornell Alumni Leadership Conference 
(CALC). This year it’s in Baltimore at the Renais-
sance Baltimore Harbor Place on February 4. For 
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those in the Baltimore/D.C. area, watch for infor-
mation about a class dinner being organized by 
Betty Starr King on the Friday night before. And be 
sure you have June 8 on your calendar as the start 
of Reunion. Sixty years before, we were making sure 
we had our graduation robes ready and the tassels 
on our caps facing the correct way. And on Saturday, 
June 10, it was official—we were graduates of 
“this grand institution, this school of Cornell.”

Homecoming last fall occurred on a gorgeous 
warm weekend. Nancy Krauthamer Goldberg and 
Marj Nelson Smart organized a ’57 lunch on Friday, 
and over 30 classmates and guests attended. The 
locals—Mary Hobbie Berkelman, Gail Lautzen
heiser Cashen, and Vanne Shelley Cowie—were 
there. The Geneva area crowd consisted of Joanne 
Field Bleakley, Mabel Klisch Deal, and Eva Stern 
Steadman. Dori Goudsmit Albert, Connie Santa
gato Hosterman, and Sue DeRosay Henninger had 
longer treks to get to Ithaca. They were all reward-
ed with a victory for Cornell over Yale the next day.

You may have heard the news last October that 
we had a hurricane here in the Low Country. Our 
Sun City was spared major damage, but Hilton Head 
Island took a big hit. Marcia Wishengrad Metzger, 
JD ’60, lost a number of trees around her home 
and one landed on a car in the driveway. Thankfully 
there was no damage to the Metzgers’ house. They 
were away when Matthew arrived, as was I—one of 
the thousands of evacuees who drove out of harm’s 
way. C Judy Reusswig, JCReuss@aol.com.

Andrew Gantt celebrated the fall weather 
and a new hip by bush hogging four-and-a-half 
miles of the six miles that are kept cleared on the 
family’s ancestral (1738) farm in Wingina, VA. He 
has nothing on Marty Schwartz, who regularly 
hikes the Appalachian Trail near his summer home 
in Pittsfield, MA. He and Laurie (Bloch) ’59 moved 
to the Berkshires years ago and have volun-
teered at Tanglewood, summer home of the Boston 
Symphony. Laurie is also on the board of the Bar-
rington Stage Co. Winter finds them in Rancho 
Mirage, CA, but they managed to fit in two trips 
in 2016, to Israel and Myanmar. Paul Graf moved 
from near Myanmar to Longmont, CO, two years ago 
and is still trying to get used to the cooler weather.

Jim Naismith, MCE ’59, after whose family 
the Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, MA, is 
named, traveled from Portland, TX, to Springfield 
to attend several events in conjunction with the 
Enshrinement Weekend at the Hall, enjoying a 
break from the Texas heat. Stu MacKay sends word 
that he has turned over operation of his trucking-
related company to his daughter and nephew and 
has moved permanently to Tucson after going back 
and forth for too many years to escape winters in 
Lombard, IL. Similar to Jim’s thinking, he will be 
traveling during the heat of the summer.

Bob and Audie Bard Bayer ’59 have been 
married for 57 years, living most of that time, since 
1961, in Asheville, NC. Remember the paper dress 
fad of the ’60s? That was a brainchild of Audie and 
Bob, among the 16 patents they obtained while 
successfully running and selling two manufactur-
ing companies, which also produced disposable 
medical products. An additional patent is pending 
on a concussion-resistant youth football helmet, 
prototypes of which Bob is developing. Audie and 
Bob spend winter months in Longboat Key, FL, and 
enjoyed a reunion in California with former room-
mates Henry Lasky and Tony Alter, lifting a glass 
to toast their late other roommate, Steve Weiss.

For those of you in or near Altadena, CA, Bill 
Schmidt has been juried into the “California Urban 
Landscapes” exhibition in that town through Jan u ary 

24. The image in question is a 16x20 oil of the 
imposing structure of the Holy Trinity Cathedral in 
San Francisco. C John Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com.

58 Ellen Gussman Adelson is still 
working and recently renewed 
her lease for three more years. 

She went to Belize with the Lab of Ornithology 
Cornell Chairman’s Council and is planning trips 
to Prague to visit her granddaughter. In addi-
tion to Cornell, she is deeply involved at the U. 
of Tulsa, and she still keeps in touch with many 
of her husband’s friends as well as hers. Nancy 
Hecht Weil keeps busy writing memoirs, arranging 
flowers, and loving her four grandchildren. Betty 
Fong-Zuzolo stopped teaching at CCNY in 2009, 
but still goes in to do some research with the 
physics department. She keeps busy with home, 
college, friends, and 12 nephews and nieces!

Barbara Avery, MA ’59, is taking courses 
through Program 60 at Ohio State U., tutoring 
an Iraqi man in English (ESL), and taking TESOL 
courses at Ohio State. Last year, she traveled to 
Brazil to visit exchange student Laura Cano and 
her family. She also traveled to Portugal and Spain 
for a Rotary Int’l Conference in 2013. In the future 
she would like to go to the Silk Road, China, and 
to Australia and New Zealand. She would also like 
to upgrade her kitchen! F. Roger Wiley is still do-
ing some consulting in the paper industry, which 
keeps him up to date with friends in the business. 
Golf one day a week is still a priority, along with 
maintenance work at the church. Roger lost his 
brother, John ’59, last year and misses him a lot, 
even though he lived in Kansas. He would like to 
do a bit more traveling, but the Southern California 
weather is very inviting, particularly on the coast.

Larry Hirschhorn found retirement boring and 
has gone back to full-time investing as well as 
taking some courses. He has three children and 
three grandkids located in Colorado, California, 
and Switzerland, so he keeps traveling! Larry would 
love to move to Maui instead of just vacationing 
there. Bob Mayer keeps busy with gardening, com-
munity service work, and staying in reasonable 
shape. Last year he spent the winter months in 
Florida playing lots of golf and taking courses on 
the Middle East at FAU. Philip Getter bought the 
TCI College of Technology (parent company stock 
position) in November 2015 and has been helping 
operate the college as chairman since 2010. After 
Cornell, he became friends with Harry Chapin ’64, 
who wrote his last music for Cotton Patch Gospel, 
which Philip produced. Woody Bliss is a police 
commissioner as well as treasurer of many organ-
izations. He travels a lot and teaches genealogy.

Ann Gaffey Coyne is still teaching social 
work at the U. of Nebraska, Omaha. She continues 
taking students to Nicaragua each year. For the 
past three years she has been providing graduate 
classes in Nicaragua for their social workers. She 
is planning to retire in 2018 and move to Kendal 
at Ithaca. Kathleen Bennett Hall, MS ’79, moved 
to Shell Point Retirement Community in Ft. Myers, 
FL, in 2009 when her “ex-athlete” husband was 
facing his eighth joint replacement. She is now a 
24/7 caregiver for her dear husband of 59 years. 
Fortunately, they purchased long-term care insur-
ance a decade ago, so she has lots of help. The 
most valuable thing she learned at Cornell was 
her foundation in nutrition and the confidence 
she acquired with her master’s degree in 1979.

Nahum “Nach” Waxman is still working three 
days a week at his culinary bookstore, Kitchen 
Arts & Letters, in NYC. He loves road trips in the 

US, Scotland, and Cornwall. He is doing lots of 
catch-up reading now, filling gaps in Dickens and 
Trollope. Mary Wyant Cardillo and her husband are 
both 80 now. All their children and grands live out 
of state, so they are moving in with their oldest 
daughter who is nearing the empty-nest stage! 
Hugh Hartzberg finally retired just short of his 
80th birthday. He spends three months of the year 
at Scottsdale Arizona Racquet Club honing his 
game. He also reads prodigiously! Hugh is travel-
ing quite a bit, mostly in the good old USA. Leslie 
Taylor retired from the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center, Indian Head Division in July 2005. He has 
worked at the U. of Maryland (faculty research 
assistant) and ATR Corp. since and produced 23 
papers and proceedings and 12 company reports 
since retiring. He also is a docent for the National 
Air and Space Museum at the Smithsonian.

A sad note to end on, but I hope you all saw 
that our very active class member Jerry Linsner 
passed away in August. How he and Eileen 
(Funcheon) enjoyed chairing our Reunions! May I 
also add my very best wishes for a Happy New Year 
to all! C Jan Arps Jarvie, janjarvie@gmail.com; 
Dick Haggard, richardhaggard11@gmail.com.

59 At a gala dinner celebrating the 
50th anniversary of Cornell’s 
De partment of Operations Re-

search and Information Engineering (ORIE), it was 
announced that an ORIE Professor of Practice posi-
tion had been endowed by Art Geoffrion, MIE ’61, 
and his wife, Helen. This is the first such endowed 
position at the university. Art believes that aca-
demic-industry interaction is valuable to students 
and faculty “because of the cornucopia of research 
problems they will discover, the knowledge, real-
world colleagues, and laboratories they will have 
for learning and testing their ideas, and the real-
world experiences that will enliven the classroom.” 
He also believes that the interaction is valuable to 
companies and agencies that will “benefit from 
improved decision technology.” After his years 
at Cornell, Art went on to receive the first PhD in 
operations research from Stanford. He joined the 
UCLA faculty in 1965 and retired in 2005 as James 
A. Collins Chair in Management Emeritus.

Wesley Jacobs of Gladewater, TX, started off 
at Cornell as Class of ’58 in the Ag school as a 
Conservation major. He switched to the School of 
Civil Engineering at the beginning of his sopho-
more year and graduated at the beginning of 
1960. He switched his allegiance to the Class of 
’59 because most of his Engineering classmates 
were in our class. He worked in the petrochemical 
engineering/construction industry for 42 years, 
retiring from Kellogg Brown & Root (KBR) in 2002. 
He has continued to work as a private consulting 
engineer, focusing on design and construction as-
pects of large cryogenic storage tanks, principally 
for liquefied natural gas. Along the way, Wesley 
became a history buff, pursuing an interest that 
started during a required History of Engineering 
course at Cornell. He’s an avid reader of books on 
American history, and is particularly interested in 
civil engineering accomplishments, such as the 
design and construction of bridges, the building 
of the Panama and Erie canals, and the develop-
ment of the transcontinental railway.

Mention of an “early music community” on a 
news form intrigued me, so I asked for more in-
formation. “I find it hard to imagine that our 
class, with its broad spectrum of interests, will 
be entranced by the nuts and bolts of early music 
ensembles,” responded Mike Greene of Alameda, 
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CA. “But hearing how a classmate has made a 
major change upon retirement might be relevant.” 
Mike majored in Physics at Cornell; thereafter, he 
taught physics at the U. of Maryland and worked 
for the Organization of American States and for 30 
years at the National Academy of Sciences, visit-
ing 90 countries along the way. He retired in 2014 
after the death of his wife, Anne, and moved to 
Alameda, CA, to be near his younger daughter. “I 
had long had an interest in music, but after play-
ing saxophone in the concert band at Cornell, it 
lapsed until I became acquainted with the record-
er, baroque flute, and baroque oboe, and the uni-
verse of 18th-century music. Berkeley is a hotbed 
of early music, and I found many good ensembles, 
including the Bay Area Baroque Orchestra and a 
small European one that plays each summer in 
Koszecin, Poland (this year we performed Handel’s 
Alexander’s Feast).” Also this past summer, on a 
trip that began in Greece and included France and 
NYC, Mike visited his older daughter, Lesley ’91, 
MS ’95/98, in Ithaca. “She got a degree in Physics, 
like her dad, and advanced degrees in Geology and 
Atmospheric Physics before deciding on a career 
in . . . the theater. She is now associate producer, 
composer, musician, and performer at the Kitchen 
Theatre in Ithaca—a fine company. Her husband, 
Robbert van Renesse, also a musician, is a profes-
sor of Computer Science at Cornell, and their two 
daughters are fantastic dancers. Anything can 
happen in Ithaca nowadays!”

After retiring from teaching, Truman “Beck” 
Brown, MEd ’61 (Williamsville, NY) pursued several 
passions. “First to succumb in the war against ag-
ing was tennis, followed by long-distance bicycle 
touring in Europe. Next to go—after 68 years—
was sailboat racing. Now only choral singing keeps 
me going.” For decades, Beck sang baritone and 
bass parts in two choruses, one locally, the other 
in nearby Buffalo. He then auditioned and joined 
Chorus Niagara, an ensemble of well over 100 
semi-professional voices based in St. Catharines, 
ON. “I’ve been the only Yankee singer for almost 20 
years, although we do attract a substantial number 
of Americans to our performances. Every choris-
ter must re-audition annually. Fearing I would be 
bounced out, I joined committees immediately, and 
when a vacancy on the executive board opened up, 
I was promptly added to it for eight years, two as 
chair.” Meanwhile, Beck is still singing: the chorus’s 
fall concert featured two of his favorite classical 
works, Mendelssohn’s Elijah and Handel’s Messiah.

It is with sadness that I report that our belov-
ed classmate Nancy Sterling Brown of Dallas, PA, 
passed away in September, after courageously bat-
tling breast cancer for 19 years. A dedicated alumna 
and an integral part of our success as a class, Nancy 
was a Class Council member and also chaired sev-
eral of our Reunions. She loved her time as a Cornell 
student, contributed greatly to the camaraderie of 
our class, and delighted in visiting her grandchil-
dren attending Cornell in recent years. Our deepest 
sympathy to Chuck, her husband of 56 years, and 
to their four children, their spouses, and 13 grand-
children. C Jenny Tesar, jet24@cornell.edu.

60 A fine article in the Wash
ing ton Post featured Judith 
Thomp son Hamer and her 

sis ter and fellow Cornellian Carolyn Thompson 
Brown ’65. The occasion was the September open-
ing of the newest Smithsonian museum and their 
donation of a decades-old Cornell banner belong-
ing to their father, Frank L. Thompson ’24, along 
with other items including photographs of their 

ancestors dating back to the Civil War era. The 
article, entitled “Sisters find their donated arti-
facts, and a deep feeling of pride, at new African 
American museum,” followed Judith and Carolyn 
as they viewed images of their great-great-grand-
parents, who lived in bondage until Emancipation, 
and their grandparents, who migrated from the 
South to NYC, where they owned a house and 
rental property and sent their son to Ithaca for 
college. When they came across the Cornell ban-
ner, the sisters recalled how their father took 
them to visit the university when they were small 
girls and wrote their names on a chalkboard with 
the year he expected them to graduate—which 
they both did, right on time. As proud as their 
father was of his daughters and the Cornell affili-
ation, said Judith, he would also “be so proud of 
the new museum” and of their contributions to it.

Ann Barrs List made the long trek from New 
Mexico to the Boston area in August for the 60th 
Reunion of her Newton High School class. I had 
the great pleasure of spending a day with her, vis-
iting memorable sites from her childhood (Newton 
is also where I have been living for decades), and 
catching up on her news during dinner at a neigh-
borhood restaurant. After graduating from Cornell 
and receiving her MSW from Smith College, Ann 
moved to Albuquerque, where she has now lived 
for 44 years, raising a family and working as a 
school social worker and then a district admin-
istrator. She also served as state coordinator of 
efforts to establish Family-to-Family education 
and support programs in New Mexico. Later, Ann 
returned to graduate school and in 2010 received 
a PhD from the U. of New Mexico in organiza-
tional learning and instructional technology. She 
is now at work editing a book. Her three children 
live in New Orleans, Denver, and San Francisco; 
their father, Bob List ’59, died in 2014.

Class treasurer Susan Cowan Jakubiak writes 
from her relatively new digs in Glen Cove. “We 
celebrated my spouse’s 41st anniversary of his 
39th birthday with a four-day family party at a 
large house on Connecticut’s Lake Waramaug. We 
also took a Viking river cruise from Moscow to St. 
Petersburg in July—wonderful but busy all day—
followed by a nine-day ‘recovery’ in Versailles—
also wonderful. I’m doing the usual grandparent 
things with our son and family on Long Island 
and our daughter and her family in Arlington, MA, 
and going into NYC every Wednesday to meet my 
sister and go to plays, museums, and the like. 
Retirement has been grand!” Susan has also become 
involved in local activities, serving as editor of her 
neighborhood newsletter and on the board of trus-
tees of the local library.

David Wunsch sent word that he has retired 
and is now professor emeritus of electrical engi-
neering at UMass Lowell. He has also completed 
and published a new book, A MATLAB Companion 
to Complex Variables (Taylor & Francis). David lives 
with his wife, Mary Morgan, in Belmont, MA, and 
has two grown sons and an 8-year-old grandson. 
Cynthia Golomb Dettelbach reports from Pepper 
Pike, OH, that she is still busy with her major 
post-retirement project, writing plays. “I attend a 
playwriting workshop at a local theatre that has 
produced three of my full-length plays over the 
last five years. Several of my ten-minute plays 
have been produced elsewhere in Cleveland and in 
Missouri.” Don ’59 and Susan Wood Brewer have 
settled into their retirement community in Chapel 
Hill, NC, and adjusted to their first group living 
since college. Though Sue says she has back prob-
lems that restrict her from keeping up, she writes, 
“I still do a lot, and everyone is understanding.” 

She notes happily that their older son, who had 
been a widower for five years, remarried and now 
has a baby son. “Our five grandchildren range 
from a high school senior to an infant.”

The New York Times reported in early October 
the sad news that Richard Schwartz had died of 
pancreatic cancer. He had joined the family com-
pany, Jonathan Logan, shortly after graduating 
from Cornell and soon became its president and 
CEO, building it into a large and successful enter-
prise before stepping down in 1985. He then went 
on to a career in philanthropy, serving as a trustee 
of Cornell, Lincoln Center, and the Smithsonian 
American Art Museum, and as a longtime member 
and chairman of the New York State Council on 
the Arts, which distributes grants to arts organ-
izations. He is survived by his wife, Sheila, two 
children, and two grandchildren. My most sincere 
condolences to the Schwartz family and to three 
classmates who have recently experienced the 
loss of beloved spouses. Dixie Palmer Peaslee’s 
husband, Dick, died in late August; Joanne 
Brown Otto lost her husband, Jan, in September, 
and Donald Milsten’s wife, Barbara, died later 
that same month. Send news to: C Judy Bryant 
Wittenberg, jw275@cornell.edu.

61 Let us begin by wishing everyone 
a Happy New Year! I am writing 
this column in October, four days 

after Savannah suffered a direct hit from Hur-
ricane Matthew. We evacuated to Atlanta and re-
turned to a scene of devastation on the barrier 
islands. Our community had several thousand 70-
foot pines uprooted. On our return, our street was 
blocked by downed trees. We discovered two large 
trees on our lawn, but none on the roof. Several 
of our neighbors were less fortunate. Now for the 
cleanup of massive amounts of storm-driven de-
bris, stacked in mounds awaiting pickup from 
FEMA. The storm surge we feared did not materi-
alize, so our homes were dry. Our friends in the 
Carolinas were not as lucky. By the time you read 
this, Matthew will be a distant memory.

Pauline Sutta Degenfelder, our Reunion chair, 
shared some nice thoughts after our successful 
get-together in June. “The pre-Reunion weekend 
you and John Sobke hosted in October helped to 
spark interest and was in itself a very enjoyable 
and bonding experience.” She also cited our logo, 
designed and executed by Jon Green leaf, in which 
he was able to capture various themes of the 
weekend: looking back at our friendships and 
emerging from the university that shaped us and 
prepared us to move forward in the world. Un-
fortunately, Jon was unable to join us, but his 
contributions, along with his efforts on Reunion 
communications, deserve our recognition.

The Sept/Oct edition of Cornell Alumni Maga
zine announced that Jack Neafsey, MBA ’63, was 
named a Frank H.T. Rhodes Exemplary Alumni 
Service Award recipient for 2016. A lengthy article 
also appeared in the Cornell Engineer magazine 
(Summer 2016, p. 17) citing Jack’s longtime support 
of Cornell as both a trustee and significant contribu-
tor. After exchanging e-mails, Jack mentioned, “I 
organized the annual Fiji golf trip to St. George, UT, 
this September. This was our 20th annual outing.”

Many news forms accompanied the annual class 
dues renewals. We will not be able to publish all 
of them in this column, so look for more in future 
columns. Don Spero (Bethesda, MD) writes, “I am 
participating in venture activities with New Markets 
Venture Partners, advising and mentoring entrepre-
neurs. Also, I am still singing barbershop harmony 
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and rowing.” Don responded to the question, “Who 
at Cornell had the greatest impact on you?” with, 
“Stork Sanford and Carl Ullrich.” (Am I surprised?) 
Diane Baillet Meakem, our former class president, 
is splitting her time between residences in Jupiter, 
FL, and Greenwich, CT. She writes, “Since losing my 
husband of 52 years, Jack ’58, MBA ’61, I have 
been trying to keep going. Losing your spouse af-
ter so many happy years is a giant adjustment! 
Fortunately, we have five children (all married with 
children), so I have 16 grandchildren. Thank God, 
all is well. My golf game is a work in progress and 
I stay involved with a variety of fitness activities.”

Ex-hockey alum Nobby Holmes also splits his 
time between North and South. To the question, 
“What keeps you busy in retirement?” he answered, 
“A lot of golf, the beautiful Florida weather, the 
stock market, the horrible mess in Washington, 
and the political situation at Cornell.” Janet 
Ballan tyne, PhD ’76, is living in Chevy Chase, MD. 
She writes, “I’m working as a consultant to Arizona 
State U. about half of the time—very enjoyable. I 
just returned from a trip to India with other uni-
versity folks.” She wryly observes, “Who knew 
grandchildren would be so much better than your 
own children?” From Gerald Schneider: “I plan to 
re-tire only when my auto needs them.” (Okay, 
Gerald, a bit of humor!) “I give presentations on 
various topics at my county’s senior center and 
participate in four contemporary issue discussion 
groups with retired adults. Dorothy and I will be on 
our seventh river cruise in France during her ‘spring 
break’ from teaching pre-K/Headstart classes. She 
now celebrates 50 years in the classroom. In July 
we will travel to Japan.”

Peter Nilsson, JD ’64, reports that he retired 
from his law practice in 2014, 50 years to the day 
from his admission to the Bar. He and wife Jan 
are still parenting three grandchildren. Peter an-
swered the question, “What else has been hap-
pening in your life?” as follows. “We have two 
children born to us, 18 adopted children, and 43 
years of foster care with over 300 children in our 
care from one night up to 12 years.” Quite a com-
mitment to both the kids and the community. 
James Belden, DVM ’64 (Wellington, FL) writes, 
“I’m still conducting an equine medical practice, 
training and showing reining horses with my wife, 
Erika, and 14-year-old son, James.” We got a brief 
note from Ed Goldman, who recently returned 
from a three-week trip to Japan and a four-day 
stay in Shanghai. Let all of us thank Ed for his 
tireless efforts in photography and publishing for 
our class for the last 55 years.

Save the date for our next Reunion in June 
2021. Send your thoughts and comings-and-goings 
to us: C Doug Fuss, dougout@attglobal.net; or 
Susan Williams Stevens, sastevens61@gmail.com.

62 Happy New Year! Now that you 
have your new 2017 calendar, 
be sure to mark June 8-11 for 

your trip to Ithaca for our 55th (gasp!) Reunion. 
Neil Schilke, MS ’64 (neroschilke@aol.com) wel-
comes your participation in the planning, which 
is well under way. Check out the class website for 
more info: www.cornellclassof62.org.

News from Neil: “Ro and I traveled to Iceland 
in July with our daughter and two grandsons, 15 
and 21. This was our third trip to ‘the Rock.’ We 
went to attend the reunion of our now-deceased 
Icelandic sister-in-law’s family, which is held every 
five years in Reykjanes, located in the northwest-
ern fjords. Ro’s brother, his kids, and his grandkids 
made up our group of 29. Following the reunion, 

we traveled the Ring Road around the country. 
Fantastic journey featuring mountains, waterfalls 
of all sizes, glaciers, glacier lagoons, and every 
geothermal phenomenon you can imagine. As we 
toured, around every corner was another ‘Wow!’ We 
also spent a few days in Reykjavik, which is always 
enjoyable. My advice is to go to Iceland sooner 
rather than later. This year, the country of 350,000 
is expecting 2 million visitors!” Also traveling to 
Iceland were John, BCE ’64, MS ’65, and Janie 
Curtis (johnandjanie@att.net) of Heath, TX, who 
“had a wonderful journey in August via the Viking 
Star to several countries in the Baltic. Met up with 
Pete Avondoglio ’64, BArch ’64, in Copenhagen. 
Great reminiscing. We spent the last four days of 
our travel in Iceland—waterfalls, volcanoes, gla-
ciers, geysers, and the blue lagoon.”

Twelve years ago, Warren Icke and Vic Ericson 
(vcericson@aol.com) set out from Snoqualmie Pass, 
WA, to hike the 75 miles to Stevens Pass on the 
Pacific Crest Trail. Vic writes, “After four days and 
four inches of rain we decided, literally, to bail 
out. This August we returned to where we left off 
and finished the trip. Along the way we met many 
young ‘thru hikers’ who were completing their 
2,665-mile trip from Mexico to Canada. When they 
asked us when we had left Snoqualmie Pass, we 
told them, ‘Twelve years ago.’ Noting our age, we 
think most of them believed us! Warren, who has 
hiked many sections of the PCT, and I had a great 
time and good weather on our five-night, six-day 
trip.” The Ericsons live in Edmonds, WA, the Ickes 
in Tucson, AZ (icke63@gmail.com).

Karen Palmer Anderson (7continents@verizon.
net) writes, “We just moved to the Del Webb com-
munity of Lincoln Hills near Sacramento, CA. At 
the moment, we are enjoying five weeks in Europe, 
starting with a river trip on the Seine (thanks, 
Cornell French prof) and ending with a river trip on 
the Danube, beginning in Bucharest, revisiting the 
city where we were on 9/11. At lunch I introduced 
the younger generation to Dorothy Parker! They 
loved her so much that I see a comeback!” From 
Peter Kuch (peterkuch@yahoo.com): “I am still on 
the sunny side of the grass and enjoying retirement 
with Patricia, my wife of 48 years.” Aldo Osti, PhD 
’62 (Castagnola, Italy; alosti@sunrise.ch) has been 
sponsoring the restoration of “The Resurrection” 
in Sansepolcro, Arezzo, Italy. He has moved from 
France to Switzerland; his son, Emmanuel, and 
family have moved from France to Italy.

James Doherty, MPA ’62 (jtec.doherty@veri 
zon.net) planned a move to Virginia Beach, VA. 
The Dohertys have three children and ten grand-
children, ages 13 to 22. Robert Hirt, DVM ’62, of 
Sun Lakes, AZ (phirt29018@aol.com) has been 
traveling, volunteering, writing stories, playing 
tennis, and keeping fit at the gym. “I have re-
cently published a small paperback about my early 
years as a large-animal practitioner.” Art Ayls worth 
(aaylsworth@nc.rr.com) retired on May 1. “Now, as 
an emeritus professor of pediatrics and genetics at 
UNC Chapel Hill, I’m enjoying working the occa-
sional hard three- or four-hour day, finishing up 
some research projects and helping trainees write 
their manuscripts. Other goals for retirement include 
playing more music as well as some bucket-list 
travel plans. South Carolina is home to Tomas and 
Maritza Zeisel (zeiselmt@msn.com). Tomas con-
tinues to do part-time hospitality/hotels/resorts 
consulting work on behalf of three entities, plus 
networking with former employers. Maritza con-
tinues as a department manager for Habitat for 
Humanity for the islands surrounding the city of 
Charleston. “Pleased with my mix of work and 
leisure activities,” he notes.

Deepest condolences to Phil Handler, MArch 
’65 (West Hartford, CT; mphand@comcast.net) on 
the passing of his wife, Maddy Gell Handler ’65, 
in September. Phil and Maddy and their Fly on the 
Wall Productions created the video for our 50th 
Reunion. The Handlers have a son, a daughter, and 
four grandchildren. William Mobbs, BCE ’63, MCE 
’64, passed away in October, after being diag-
nosed with a rare and rapidly moving degenerative 
neurological disease. Bill was the Tompkins County 
superintendent and commissioner of public works 
for 32 years. His latest employment was at C&S 
Companies engineering firm in Syracuse, where he 
worked as a consultant up until the onset of his 
illness. Bill and his childhood friend and college 
sweetheart, Barbara, were married for over 50 
years. They made their home in a large farmhouse 
on Enfield Falls Road in Ithaca, where they raised 
five children. Bill and Barb have 11 grandchildren. 
Send news to: C Jan McClayton Crites, jmc50@
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.
cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

63 Many of our class officers 
had a “phonecon” meeting 
on September 22. The main 

thrust, of course, was discussion of our 55th 
Reunion in June 2018. Joanne Jordan Davenport 
is the Reunion chair. Dick Clark is involved with 
affinity groups and has all the information from 
the last Reunion. Anyone who would like to help 
Dick, contact him at RWCclark@aol.com. We have 
330 duespaying members out of the 1,200 living 
members of the Class of 1963. Our class treasury 
is strong. If you have any thoughts on the 55th, 
please e-mail me and I’ll send those e-mails on 
to the appropriate contact. Paula Trested Laholt 
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would still like to be replaced as class webmaster. 
There have been changes and modifications of 
websites by the university. Please let me know, 
or contact class president Joe Stregack, PhD ’70 
(jstregack@aol.com) if you are interested.        

A note from Ron Demer ’59: “Sigma Alpha Ep-
silon member Lyle Clapper (aviateacher@gmail.
com) returned to visit Cornell in early October. He 
had not been back since transferring to the U. of 
Illinois after the fall semester of his sophomore year, 
and he was impressed with the campus and beauty 
of the Ithaca area. Lyle and his wife, Marie, have 
homes in Chicago and Bentonville, AR. He spends 
half of each year touring the US in a 34-ft. Class A 
RV, and stopped in Ithaca after several weeks in the 
Canadian Maritime provinces. He found Nova Scotia 
to be particularly beautiful.” Mark Spitzer, BArch 
’64, e-mailed that he had a fascinating trip to 
Spain this past spring. “You can see a lot of it at my 
trailblog: https://markspitzerdesigns.wordpress. 
com/category/spain/4-calle-de-las-huertas/.”

Marty, DVM ’66, and Debra Kirschner Wolf 
’66 (mardebwolf@verizon.net) attended Reunion 
in June. It was Debby’s 50th and Marty’s 50th from 
the Vet college. Marty writes, “Ralph Janis ’66, 
who was head of CAU at Cornell for 37 years, booked 
a boutique hotel at the bottom of State Street for 
our fraternity. While there, I saw a girl who yelled, 
“Marty!” It was Madeleine Leston Meehan, BFA 
’63, who was up from St. Thomas. She’s an active 
artist. My Veterinary classmates told me about a 
grad from the Vet Class of 1941 who was 101 years 
old—turned out to be my former partner, Sam 
Bender, DVM ’41. I didn’t see him, but phoned 
him afterwards. He was very sharp—goes to the 
gym every day, swims, and takes no medication.” 
John Daly writes, “I’m enjoying retirement by con-
centrating on grandchildren, siblings, and playing 
bridge. In good health, but concerned about my 
twin brother, Dan Daly, who is about to start che-
mo after two operations. I miss Cornell and all my 
classmates. Hope everyone is doing well. Cheers!”

Carol Westenhoefer Anderson (Delray Beach, 
FL) writes, “Undeterred by worsening back prob-
lems (not unusual for our age), I continue to 
travel extensively. In the past year I have: visit-
ed the World’s Fair in Milan and toured southern 
Italy; sailed on the Star Clipper from Malta to the 
Caribbean; toured Sri Lanka and southern India; 
attended an Oxford consortium on WWI; visited 
Hawaii; and showed two grandsons around the 
Northeast. I continue to live with my youngest 
daughter and family in Delray Beach.” Scott 
Orcutt, PhD ’69, moved to the Kendal at Oberlin 
retirement community in 2009. “My wife died 
in January 2016 from Lewy body dementia. 
The person who had the most impact on me at 
Cornell was William Keeton, PhD ’58, professor 
of Biology—and my brother-in-law!”

Joe Stregack and his wife, Marlene (Taylor) 
’70, live in Lake Worth, FL. In communicating with 
him this week, he wrote, “Yes, Hurricane Matthew 
is visiting us now. Marlene and I returned from a 
week in the New York area and spent today prepar-
ing for the storm. Hurricane shutters are up and we 
are experiencing tropical storm force (over 35 mph) 
winds. Later tonight we may have hurricane force 
(over 74 mph) winds, but that’s not for certain.” 
Brad ’62 and Lila Fox Olson took a Viking River 
cruise, Amsterdam to Budapest. “Absolutely won-
derful in all respects.” Lila loves volunteering with 
Ithaca’s Friends of the Library Book Sale. The per-
son who had the most impact on her at Cornell 
was English professor William Sale Jr.

Marion Travalini Rodd is a flutist with Ven tura 
County Concert Band, tutors for Project Un der standing 

in Ventura, CA, and is a member of the Cornell Club 
of Los Angeles. Daughter Al lison Rodd Ceppi ’92 is 
marketing director at Universal Studios. Daughter 
Amy Rodd Mackenzie (Colgate ’94) is a geriatric 
oncologist at Thomas Jefferson Hospital in Phila-
delphia. Marion has four grandchildren, ages 6 to 
12. Mary Margaret Thompson Hansen lives in 
Houston, TX. In October 2015, she had a photo 
installation called “Finding Our Way” at Foto Fest. 
She writes, “These were silver gelatin prints from 
negatives taken in 1981-82.” That’s all the news 
for now. Please e-mail me: C Nancy Bierds Icke, 
12350 E. Roger Rd., Tucson, AZ 85749; e-mail, 
icke63@gmail.com. Class website, http://classof 
63.alumni.cornell.edu.

64 This month’s column is spe-
cial; I’m devoting much of it 
to a poignant letter we re-

ceived last March from classmate Lois Beach 
Conrad, MEd ’65, who, with husband Jack, MS 
’69, lives in Thousand Oaks, CA. The letter tells of 
her personal experience with what has become a 
common old-age affliction, but her experience 
and outlook offer what we hope is a positive, 
uplifting example of how to cope.

She writes: “The old adage, ‘I don’t have time 
to retire’ counts. Jack and I both had careers we 
loved—me teaching high school science, Jack as 
an electrical engineer/program manager working 
on many projects. His last was Global Hawk, an 
unmanned surveillance aircraft for which Raytheon 
built the radar and optical sensors. I was diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s disease a year ago. Now 
have a predicted six years to live. Interestingly, I 
am taking it quite well. Think about it—if you 
had six years to live, what would you do? Who 
would you want to say goodbye to? What would 
you get rid of? What trips would you take?

“First we took a 2,000-mile road trip to visit 
friends we hadn’t seen for a while. We just returned 
from a two-week trip to Israel! As a Presbyterian, I 
realize there are a hell of a lot more saints in heav-
en than in the pews on Sunday. We all leave this 
world at some point. What a gift to have a ‘heads 
up’ on the possible timing. It’s a gift for my family 
and me to process some of this now. And boy, have 
we gotten rid of a lot of stuff! We hope soon to go 
Australia to visit family and friends. We went to 
Antarctica in 2008, so with this trip, we will have 
visited all seven continents.”

Lois then notes who at Cornell had the greatest 
impact on her: “My husband (for 50 years), Jack, 
and Prof. Phillip Morrison ’52, Physics teacher. I 
became a high school physics teacher. Jack and I 
went on a trip in 1977 to see a solar eclipse with 
him and his wife. I was glad to have the chance to 
thank him. Also Astronomy professor R. William 
Shaw, PhD ’34; I taught college astronomy in the 
1970s.” And finally, this entry about her husband: 
“Jack did his graduate work at Cornell under Prof. 
Neil Brice. His dissertation dealt with the calibra-
tion of the line feed of the radio telescope at 
Arecibo, which was run by Cornell at the time. The 
Arecibo radar telescope measured the rotational 
period of Mercury in 1965 and produced the first 
maps of Venus in the 1970s. Cornell also made the 
cameras that were taken on the first flight to ex-
plore the moon in 1969. After the flight, the film 
was brought to Cornell to be developed. Jack and I 
were among a small audience to be the first to see 
the developed images. The bent flagpole planted 
by the astronauts was a ‘mistake,’ but memorable.”

Now for some coincidental news. Last October, 
Jim and I made our annual fall trip to Washington, 

DC, for a football game (this time between the 
Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles), and who should 
appear on the field for a halftime ceremony but 
class mate Pete Gogolak (who, in 1968, encour-
aged me to become a ’Skins season ticket holder). 
Pete and younger brother Charlie, who was a long-
time kicker for the ’Skins starting in the mid-1960s 
while Pete was kicking for the New York Giants, 
were there for acknowledgment of their receipt in 
2015 of the National Football Foundation (NFF) & 
College Hall of Fame Outstanding Contribution to 
Amateur Football Award. The award “provides na-
tional recognition to those whose efforts to sup-
port the NFF and its goals have been local in nature 
or who have made significant contributions to the 
game of football.” The award notes how the broth-
ers had fled their native Hungary, then became 
(American) football’s first soccer-style kickers, thus 
revolutionizing that aspect of the game.

In September, Michael Galiszuski wrote, “After 
ten years of talking about moving to Florida, I fi-
nally made it happen. Now I am living the good life 
in warmth and sunshine all through the year. I’m 
looking forward to doing some more traveling 
once I get settled in Sun City Center. A Panama 
Canal cruise is high on my bucket list.” He also 
noted that his “seventh grandchild was born last 
year. That makes it four girls and three boys.” Bob 
Gontram (Taos, NM) keeps active by hiking, biking, 
skiing, golfing, and running his restaurant chain: 
5 Star Burgers in New Mexico. He also reconnected 
with Steve Natelson and Bob Kuna.

Janet Spencer King writes, “Retirement is 
never-never land for me, as in likely never to hap-
pen. After decades of writing and editing maga-
zines and books, a few years ago I started my own 
business, Spencer King Author Services. I edit man-
u scripts from fiction and nonfiction writers, direct 
self-publishing projects, and create marketing plat-
forms for clients to get them started. If you have a 
book in mind, contact me! Still living in NYC, spe-
cifically on Roosevelt Island (RI), home of Cornell 
Tech. The campus construction continues at an 
astounding rate and is well on its way to becoming 
truly lovely and an exciting neighbor for all RI 
residents and, for that matter, all New Yorkers.”

That’s it for now. Please keep the news com-
ing: by e-mail, regular mail, the News Form, or our 
class website (www.cornell1964.org). Plus, you can 
post at our class Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/cornell1964. C Bev Johns 
Lamont, 720 Chestnut St., Deerfield, IL 60015; 
e-mail, blamont64@comcast.net.

65 This request came in from Ryan 
McCarthy ’01 (RMcCarthy@sun 
stonehotels.com): “Does any-

one remember John David Ferrera, ME ’66? His 
son is a good friend, and John passed away when 
he was really young. I would like to surprise my 
buddy by trying to see if anyone in the Class of 
1965 has stories about John. Thanks!”

Peggy Haine, BS Ag ’72 (Trumansburg, NY; 
PeggyHaine.1@gmail.com) is still engaged in real 
estate activity. She also writes for publications 
including the Ithaca Journal and Ithaca Times on 
food, wine, farms, and the community. She has 
started an obituary-writing service called “The 
Last Word.” She and spouse Peter Hoover have two 
beautiful grandchildren, have traveled extensively 
through out the country, and are deeply involved 
in the Finger Lakes cider boom. Peggy is in touch 
with many old school friends, especially through 
Facebook. The Cornell personages who had the 
greatest impact on her were Ray Fox ’47, PhD 
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’56, in Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture; 
and Dennis Shaw in Food Science. Kailash Chand 
(chand2839@hotmail.com) recently traveled in 
Southeast Asia and was scheduled to return to 
work in Canada by the end of September. He 
hopes to visit Cornell in the coming year.

Douglas Hawes, MS ’65 (Plano, TX; mad 
hawes@verizon.net) opened a website with the 
help of a grandson about six years ago, called 
dougsbookreviews.com, for the nonfiction book 
reviews he has been writing. The books reviewed 
are usually science oriented. He and his wife have 
moved into a retirement complex. The person who 
had the greatest impact on him at Cornell was 
Charles Huckins, PhD ’72, a fellow graduate stu-
dent. William Cor mier, MEd ’65 (Salem, NY; 
wcormier1@nycap.rr.com) retired from public 
school administration in 1992. He has been the 
town historian of Salem since 1984, recording his-
tory and writing local history books, his latest be-
ing Along the Battenkill, published by Arcadia 
Press. The Cornell person who had the greatest im-
pact on him was his father-in-law, Robert Smock, 
former Plant Science professor.

Jeffrey Dubin (Huntington, NY; dubinjs@cs. 
com) is still working as an attorney in the em-
ployee benefits and labor fields. He has reduced 
his workweek to four days and makes certain to 
go home at 6:00 rather than 7:30, as he previ-
ously did. He and his wife, Elaine (Cortland ’65), 
enjoy traveling and attending performances of 
the New York City Ballet, but most of all they 
enjoy their four grandchildren, two from Jen 
Dubin ’95 and two from Danielle Dubin ’98, BS 
HE ’01. He occasionally sees Penny Skitol Haitkin 
and Paul Siegel. Jeff loved the 2015 Reunion and 
expects to see everyone at our next one in 2020. 
Send news to: C Steve Appell, bigred1965@aol. 
com; Joan Hens Johnson, joanipat@gmail.com. 
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm.

66 Gary Schoener (grschoener@ 
aol.com) writes, “I continue to 
work at the Walk-In Coun seling 

Center, running the center’s consulting and training 
center—a lot easier than my 37 years as executive 
director. I think we’re still the largest group of 
mental health professionals volunteering under one 
roof.” Gary also continues his private work as a fo-
rensic psychologist, testifying in many sexual abuse 
cases. He was unable to attend Reunion, but found 
the posting of old Cornell Sun issues fascinating, 
re calling memories of old tennis and squash match-
es. He was coached by the late Eddie Moylan.

Another classmate who trained with the be-
loved and esteemed Coach Moylan is Paul Fein 
(lincjeff1@comcast.net). He has continued to play 
tennis and, in June 2006, won the Clem Easton New 
England Super Senior Tennis Championships at the 
Field Club in Longmeadow, MA. He ranks number 
one in New England in the 70 singles division. He 
has ranked as high as number 26 nationally. Lochie 
Emerson Musso (lochie@optonline.net) missed Re-
union; she was in Shanghai, China, visiting her son 
Jason, who is teaching English, writing, and devel-
oping curriculum. They had a great time touring the 
city. Lochie, a family and consumer sciences educa-
tor, is the primary NGO representative for DKG Int’l 
at the UN, serving as secretary to the Com mit tee 
on Teaching About the UN (CTAUN). Their annual 
conference is at the UN in January. John Richert 
(john@richertpartners.com) retired from Biogen in 
2015 and now does biotech space consulting, main-
ly for small startups. His wife, Nancy, continues to 

work at Biogen, and they live in Cambridge, MA.
Larry Herlacher, MS ’68, is still working full 

time at MITRE Corp. (48 years this May), managing 
a dozen or so international programs. Larry has four 
grandchildren and says it’s the best. The best deci-
sion he ever made was moving to Boston after col-
lege. Best Cornell concert? “Peter, Paul and Mary!” 
For Ed Barton, MS ’68 (ed.barton@sbcglobal.net) 
and his wife, Barbara (McGaughan) ’67, MAT ’68, 
re tirement has meant time to travel without worry-
ing about vacation days. In July, the Bartons toured 
the Grand Tetons, Yellowstone, and Rocky Mountain 
National Park. In August, they toured Alaska for 
two weeks via Alaska RR and rental car, spending 
part of their 49th anniversary in Clark Lake Nation al 
Park, surrounded on three sides by 44 brown bears. 
Marian Wood Meyer (fredonia15@gmail.com) spent 
the summer and fall volunteering for the Clinton 
campaign, making calls around the country. She is 
planning to travel to Thailand this winter.

Edward Lortz (eddieksf@gmail.com) writes 
from Dumaguete, Philippines, that he became tired 
of the “congestion, arrogance, tech-centric focus, 
and hassle” of San Francisco, which, he says, like 
New York, has become better suited for the very 
young and the very rich. He gave up his clients 
(and he and his wife got rid of most of their pos-
sessions and two cars), and about eight months 
ago they moved to the Visayas for at least a year 
with their Doberman rescue dog. Ed says that as 
an only child, the people at Cornell who had the 
most impact on him were his fraternity brothers. 
Laurie Krasny Brown (lkbrownstudio@gmail.com) 
has been a fine- and applied-paper artist for the 
past 15 years. In the past year she was invited as 
a visiting artist to the American Academy in Rome, 
holding an open studio, called Assisted Migration, 
in honor of the ongoing refugee crisis. Laurie says 
one of the best decisions she made was to leave 
New York City and obtain her doctorate at Harvard. 
She found teaching rewarding and challenging, but 
would probably prefer being a “lifelong student.” 
Best Cornell concert? “Ray Charles!”

Having taught her final semester at Xavier 
U. this past fall, Sandy Shecket Korros (korros@
xavier.edu) is on sabbatical and will be officially 
retired in June. In late December she and husband 
Harry visited their daughter in Reno, NV, and then 
headed to China for three weeks. Sandy reports 
that she and Harry enjoyed Reunion. “The best 
part was seeing friends not seen in 30 or 50 years. 
We sat and talked well into the night, finding com-
monalities well beyond Cornell.” One person she 
visited with was Prof. Walter LaFeber, her mentor 
and advisor at Cornell. He supervised her senior 
thesis, prepared her for graduate school, and has 
remained her friend. Sandy commented, “How 
lucky we all were that Walt was and is a part of 
our lives.” Another highlight was meeting with a 
former Xavier student of hers who is now a grad 
student at Cornell. Sandy would like to hear from 
Eugene Holman, “my high school, Cornell, and 
Finland friend.” Send news to: C Susan Rockford 
Bittker, ladyscienc@aol.com; Pete Salinger, pete.
sal@verizon.net; Deanne Gebell Gitner, deanne.
gitner@gmail.com.

67 “During 2016 I was a student 
again, in a wonderful year-long 
program at Stanford called 

the Distinguished Careers Inst.,” writes Elizabeth 
“Libby” Roth (Mountain View, CA; ERoth@gcalaw.
com). “Take a look at the DCI website, and if any 
of you are drawn to the idea of spending a year in 
Palo Alto, CA, and figuring out a new direction for 

this stage of life, I would be glad to talk to you. 
The program is very stimulating, and being back in 
a university environment with so much life experi-
ence to draw on has been quite a fascinating ex-
perience. I have continued (very part time) to 
practice with my law firm during my DCI year. My 
‘senior quarter ’ started in September when I had 
to prepare to answer that question that all seniors 
face—What next?”

“I got a master’s degree in 1967 in econom-
ics. My name then was Betty Mindlin Lafer, and 
now I am Betty Mindlin (arampia.mindlin@gmail.
com) and an anthropologist working with indige-
nous peoples in Brazil. I would like to connect.” 
Betty adds that she has published many books. 
She’d like to hear from Lorna Rhodes Amara sing-
ham, PhD ’73, and recalls that Profs. Tom E. 
Davis and Walter Slatoff had the greatest impact 
on her at Cornell. William Manser (Dallas, TX; 
wgmanser@aol.com) reports, in response to the 
ques tion about what he’s doing: “ ‘Oh, no, Mr. Bill!’ 
Sometimes I feel like a ‘Saturday Night Live’ show 
in a Möbius loop of reruns after 50 years, and 
sometimes I feel as if I’m still waiting to graduate. 
But, like James Brown, ‘I feel good.’ ” He adds, 
“Where have the years gone? Some highlights: cor-
porate gypsy, lots of hi-tech startups, and not 
quite enough dollars, but a solid enough career 
that’s provided immense satisfaction in the great 
cities of D.C., Boca Raton, Boston, then Dallas. Still 
married to the same woman I met in a George town 
bar 45 years ago; two gorgeous and smart daugh-
ters who are perfect except for their politics, fabu-
lous grandkids, a continued respectable golf 
game, and friends I treasure. Great memories, zero 
regrets.” He recalls Prof. Allen and Prof. William 
Maxwell ’56, PhD ’61, as having the greatest im-
pact on him at Cornell.
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Adam Perl (Ithaca, NY; adam@pastimes.
com) observes, “I am still working full time run-
ning my antique shop, Pastimes, in Ithaca. Our 
oldest daughter gave birth to triplets on Sep-
tember 2, 2016! Rory, Audrey, and Charlotte 
were born at just 27 weeks, but all are doing 
well. They will remain in the neonatal intensive 
care unit for two to three months. My 27th cross-
word puzzle was published in the New York Times. 
I continue to sing with several different choral 
groups.” Adam recalls that what affected him the 
most as an undergrad was “the wonderful music 
faculty, especially Bill Holmes, Donald Patterson, 
John Hsu, William Austin, Karel Husa, Donald 
Grout, and the Cornell Glee Club under the leader-
ship of Thomas Sokol.” Jeffrey Rose (Las Vegas, 
NV; vegasmuse@gmail.com) writes, “I’m per-
forming due diligence for a California-based secu-
rities broker-dealer. Just back from my 17th stint 
as a Black Rock ranger at the Burning Man festival 
and planning on returning next year.”

Richard Holstein (Pennington, NJ; rh98@
cornell.edu) reports, “After abandoning Engineering 
Physics at Cornell (not enough intellectual stim), I 
transferred to Washington College in Maryland, ob-
taining an AB in philosophy. Thence to Tufts Dental 
School and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia for a 
residency in pediatric dentistry. Now, after 42 years 
of practice in Princeton, I think I might have got-
ten it right—so I have retired. Medicine is not what 
it used to be, and I am disappointed with the di-
rection it has taken. The Cornell background in EP 
has been invaluable, and I have used it virtually 
every day in my clinical practice. That, along with 
the critical thinking skills that I acquired from phi-
losophy, has served me well. I am now developing 
a comprehensive program in ethics at Washington 
College, which I hope will stimulate generations of 
new minds to ‘do the right thing.’ Retirement is 
certainly busy. I have become a competent chef of 
‘creative gastronomy,’ enjoying a non-scheduled 
freedom that I never had. I’ve traveled extensive-
ly, live in a very eco-friendly solar (PV) home, and 
drive a Prius (which I hope to replace with a Prime 
when it’s released, if it has all the tech); waiting 
impatiently for the hydrogen fuel cell to be re-
leased as the primary power source. I can produce 
my own from the PV power when ready. So, my 
classmates, I hope you are all well and living life 
to its fullest. Regards to John Septic, Hollister 
Moore ’68, and Jim Brodsky (U-Hall 2).”

Our 50th Reunion is less than six months away! 
If, for some reason, you have not submitted your 
report for the 50th Reunion yearbook yet, please go 
online right now, because we’re already past dead-
line, at https://justicestrategies.formstack.com/
forms/yearbook, and submit your account of what 
you’ve been doing for the past half-century. You 
will soon be receiving an invitation for Reunion, 
so make plans now to be there June 8-11, 2017. 
Lastly, we are looking for Cornell memorabilia you 
may have for a display at Reunion. Please send 
any pictures and other items that recall your time 
at Cornell to our Reunion co-chair, Judy Kaufman, 
at 162 Mill Brook Rd., Stamford, CT 06902. C 
Richard Hoffman, 2925 28th St. NW, Washington, 
DC 20008; e-mail, derhoff@yahoo.com.

‘Back from my 17th stint as a Black 
Rock ranger at Burning Man.’Jeffrey Rose ’67            

68 Kathy Riggs Van Wie (wie 
home@aol.com), Herm Pen
ner, and Barbara Riggs ’75 cir-

cumnavigated Iceland on the National Geographic 
Explorer last July. Frank Douglas, MS ’68 (also 
PhD ’73 and MD ’77) (frankldouglas@gmail.com) 
is the CEO of Thevax Genetics Vaccine USA, which 
is currently enrolling patients for their Phase 2 
study of therapeutic vaccines for the treatment of 
patients with HPV-induced precancerous lesions 
of the cervix. Frank and his wife are so proud of 
daughter Nataki Douglas ’93, who received her 
first NIH RO1 grant this year.

Ron Kopicki, MA ’71 (rkopicki@gmail.com) 
continues his work as a consultant on economic 
development and poverty alleviation in poverty-
afflicted countries. Traveling alone to places like 
Belarus, Chile, Cabo Verde, and Benin, however, is 
getting old, and Ron is looking forward to retire-
ment and more pleasant trips with his wife, Annie, 
who retired from the NIH this year. He’s also 

looking forward to spending more time with his 
granddaughters. In the past several years Ron’s 
also been painting water and wildlife scenes, most 
recently those around his home on the Tred Avon 
River and the Chesapeake Bay in Maryland, where 
he welcomes Cornell friends. Ron particularly cred-
its professors David Davis, L. Pierce Williams ’48, 
PhD ’52, Frederick Marcham, PhD ’26, and Alan 
Pike for arousing his curiosity to think beyond his 
comfortable perimeter. Sam Roberts (samrob@
nytimes.com) is still covering urban affairs and 
writing obits for the New York Times. His book, 
A History of New York in 101 Objects, has recently 
been published by Simon and Schuster.

Paul Rohan (pr68@cornell.edu) is still prac-
ticing as a partner in a CPA firm. In June, while 
attending a conference in Philly, Paul had dinner 
with his Cornell buddy, our classmate Bob Cantor, 
who he had not seen in decades. Paul had a won-
derful time reminiscing and catching up on the 
years since graduation. Their dinner experience 
made me think that a wonderful way for us to 
have dinner, breakfast, and lunch with Cornell 
buddies we haven’t seen in decades (or days) is 
by attending our 50th Reunion, June 7-10, 2018. 
By the way, don’t waste your time trying to book 
the Statler for Reunion, reports Jerry Levitz, 
who stopped there while attending Homecoming 
2016 as an honored guest of the Athletics depart-
ment for his four decades of continuous support 
for lightweight football. Jerry and his wife, Pam, 
were told we’re just too young to get a room. 
Keep sending your news on the forms or directly 
to me: C Chuck Levitan, clevitan22@comcast.
net. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.
edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

69 I hope you all enjoyed the sum-
mer and are happily settling 
into winter. First, a note from 

our class website: “Yes, there are still wonderful, 
honest, helpful, gracious people in this world! 
A Cornell ’69 class ring was found on an eastern 
US beach by such a person, who has contacted 
us to help find its rightful owner. If you lost 

your ring (no name inscribed), please e-mail one 
of our co-presidents—Alan at almorrow@aol.
com, or Char lotte at charlotte@livingvermont.
com—and tell them where you think you lost it. 
They will make a confirmation and connection 
with this wonderful person.”

Sandra Schroeder Bricker and husband Jeff 
relocated to Ithaca from Lancaster, PA, in June, 
and she tells us, “The opportunities to learn and 
connect with various aspects of the university are 
amazing. If there are other Class of ’69 grads in 
the area, we would love to meet you. Our e-mail 
address is available on Cornell’s website.” Frances 
Novarr Strayer, MAT ’70, is thrilled to be a new 
grandmother to daughter Rachel’s baby girl, Romy 
Blair. David Shannon sends us greetings from New 
Zealand. “Terri and I moved from Auckland down 
to Tauranga on the beautiful Bay of Plenty at 
Christmastime 2015—to get out of the urban con-
gestion, traffic madness, and soaring house costs 
of Auckland. In June/July we joined a group on a 
trip to Peru, Bolivia, and Chile. Everything you’ve 
ever read, heard, or seen about Machu Picchu is 
true, and more! Fantastic place to visit. Back in 
Tauranga, I continue to work as a freelance remu-
neration advisor, but we are mostly settled down 
in retirement, looking for our next big adventure 
abroad—probably a river cruise across Europe.”

Timothy, MFA ’78, MA ’83, and Susan Crane 
Larkin’s art was recently on display at the Boyce 
Thompson Inst. This exhibition, “Renaissance of 
Light,” featured over 40 works by the couple and 
Christina Coleman, including Susan’s dramatic 
black-and-white photos of desiccated parts of 
plants. In addition, several of her photographs 
were accompanied by poems written by Timothy. 
Susan said about her work, “I want my camera to 
be an X-ray machine—capable of looking through 
the walls of a pod to the seeds inside. Or, if that 
can’t happen, I think about what I could do with 
back light. Can I show the outline of the plant 
with a light from behind and not lose what is in 
front? Or perhaps celebrate the color? I am seek-
ing the details people see every day but so often 
fail to notice.” Boyce Thompson Inst. is a life 
sciences research institution on campus.

Lynne Beyer Sagalyn’s new book, Power at 
Ground Zero: Politics, Money, and the Remaking 
of Lower Manhattan, was recently published by 
Oxford University Press. She also recently became 
professor emerita at Columbia Business School, 
after nearly four decades of teaching. She would 
like to write another book and do some traveling, 
and she credits Prof. John Reps, MRP ’47, as 
having the greatest impact on her. Anita LaRaia, 
MA ’71 (Atlanta, GA) authored Turn the Corner 
(www.anitalaraia.com), available on Amazon. She 
says she would like to be working on sexual as-
sault prevention in colleges and the military by 
reducing binge drinking. Anita would like to hear 
from Don Goeke, GR ’70-72.

Enjoy the new year, check out our class 
website (Cornell69.org), and send your news to: 
C Tina Economaki Riedl, triedl048@gmail.com. 
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
participate/class-notes.cfm.

70 First, I am sending my very best 
wishes to all my fellow class-
mates and friends for a wonder-

ful New Year. May 2017 be a year that brings each 
of you good health, happiness, and a big portion 
of fun as well. Second, as always, I encourage each 
of you to check out our various ’70 sites: our class 
website, cornell70.org; our Face book page, www.
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facebook.com/Cornell70; and our Twit ter page, 
www.twitter.com/CornellClass70. Third, I would 
like to correct information I included in the Sept/
Oct column. Mina Dulcan’s correct and current 
e-mail address is: m-dulcan@northwestern.edu.

In early spring 2016, Tom ’69 and Jean Myers 
Smith, MS ’72 (Glen Allen, VA; jean.smith48@gmail. 
com) moved from Baltimore to the Richmond, VA, 
area to be near two of their grandchildren who are 
now 4 and 6-1/2. Their youngest grandson, who 
will be 4 this June, lives in Upstate New York with 
his Cornell parents, Chris ’04 and Emily Smith 
DeBolt ’04. Grandpa Tom would like to be doing 
more fly-fishing. Phillip Sperry (kcyv67a@prodigy.
net) and his wife, Lorelei, live in Bloom ing ton, IN, 
where they maintain their rentals, tend their flow-
er gardens and orchard, and attend to their dog-
gies and birds. They visit their children as often as 
possible as well. Phillip says he fishes every day. 
They vacation twice a year in Palm Beach, FL, and 
also spend a week in the mountains of Tennessee. 
Along with weekend sailing on Lake Michigan, 
they attend an annual family reunion in Ohio. In 
fall 2016, the big event was a 50th high school 
reunion. Phillip does admit that he would like to 
be taking more naps. He also says that he would 
like to hear from any football teammates.

Classmate Greg Carroll, PhD ’76 (gcarroll01@ 
snet.net) occasionally writes poems about his ex-
perience as a cancer patient. You can read them at: 
www.curetoday.com/community/gregory-carroll. 
He and his wife, Suzanne, live in Madison, CT. 
Connie Fern Miller lives in Watkins Glen, NY, and 
has a private law practice. In September 2013 she 
married Ted Carleton. Connie was elected Watkins 
Glen Village Justice in March 2015. She has trav-
eled to South and Central America, Canada, the 
US West, and Scotland. When asked if she wished 
she could be doing something else, Connie wrote, 
“No—I love my life.” Courses in Geology and His-
tory of Science at Cornell had a major impact on 
Connie as well as the Shakespeare course taught 
by Prof. Kaufman during her freshman year. He 
told her that she was a good writer and should 
major in English Literature.

Costas Androulakis (Sun City, AZ; therapon 
2001@yahoo.com) spends much of his time look-
ing after people who need help. Costas also en-
joys playing tennis and painting. He tells us that 
Dean Robert Beck ’42, PhD ’54, had a big impact 
on him at Cornell. Although Lee Krause and his 
wife, Janette, spend three and a half months of 
the year in Florida, they reside in Honesdale, PA. 
Lee is semi-retired, but he would like to be fully 
retired and fishing! Irving Pressley McPhail has 
two grandsons, ages 9 and 3, who are growing and 
enjoying life. He does fundraising to support the 
National Action Council for Minorities in Engi-
neering (NACME) Strategy. Irving wishes that he 
could be hanging out in the woodcarving village 
in Kumasi, Ghana, West Africa. Gloria I. Joseph, 
PhD ’67, his COSEP program advisor, had the 
greatest impact on him while at Cornell.

On November 30, 2015, Tom Inglis retired 
as GM and COO of the Cornell Club-New York after 
almost 25 years in the position. He and wife 
Chris tine have relocated from Halesite, NY, to 
Vero Beach, FL. His son, Brian ’00, has a tennis 
management company based in Hastings, NY; and 
daughter Kristin (Bucknell, 2002; Duke Law, 2006) 
is counsel for a hedge fund. He will keep spending 
and enjoying time with his wife, children, and five 
grandchildren. Tom also plans to catch up on his 
fly-fishing! He looks forward to hearing from any 
of his FIJI brothers. The late Dean Gerald Lattin, 
PhD ’49, was very influential to Tom at Cornell.

Thomas Pressler, ME ’71 (tepress@comcast.
net) is president of two technology companies, 
Pressler Engineering and Pressler Forensic. Their 
work stretches from the Pacific Northwest to the 
Pacific Rim, to California and Alaska. Thomas and 
his wife, Greta, live in Woodinville, WA. Their 
son, Kevin, works in th  e family companies as 
chief technology officer. In 2015, their daughter, 
Heather, received her PhD in biology from Johns 
Hopkins. Greta and Thomas have four wonderful 
grandchildren. One way they have spent more time 
with their whole family was to float down the 
Wenatchee River in summer 2016. Thomas would 
like to hear from Peter Coors ’69, who was his big 
brother at Psi Upsilon. Peter Arnolt ’66, who was 
killed in a helicopter training accident in 1967, 
had a great impact on Thomas. John Boldt (Santa 
Fe, NM; boldt505@gmail.com) is an engineer and 
firefighter at Hondo volunteer fire department. 
During late spring 2016, he visited ancient civili-
zation sites on the west coast of Peru and spent a 
week on the Upper Amazon. Please send news to: 
C Connie Ferris Meyer, cfm7@cornell.edu; tel., 
(610) 256-3088. Online news form, http://alumni.
cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

71 Greetings from Jim Roberts, your 
new class correspondent. First, an 
update on myself: Not long after I 

retired as CAM’s editor and publisher, I was con-
tacted by Jonathan Hall from the Cornell University 
Press. He told me they were considering a book on 
Big Red hockey and asked if I might be interested in 
writing it. You bet! A series of discussions ensued, 
and I signed on for the project. Right from the 
start, I’ve been working with our classmate (and 
class treasurer) Arthur Mintz, who has been the 
PA announcer at Lynah Rink since 1987. Arthur 
has encyclopedic knowledge of Cornell hockey, 
and writing this book would not have been pos-
sible without his help. It features a series of 
memorable games played by both the men’s and 
women’s teams since Lynah Rink opened in 1957, 
and I’ve interviewed players and coaches, read 
newspaper accounts, and watched lots of videos. 
I also asked Ken Dryden ’69 if he would be will-
ing to write a foreword and was gratified when 
he immediately agreed. The manuscript has been 
completed and the book is nearing its production 
phase; by the time you read this, it should be on 
press. It’s called Forever Faithful: Celebrating the 
Greatest Moments in Cornell Hockey and is sched-
uled for release in September 2017, to coincide 
with the anniversary celebration of the first sea-
son of Cornell varsity hockey at Lynah Rink. But 
enough about me . . .

Peter Saunders, ME ’72 (petesaunders1949@ 
gmail.com) writes, “I retired as a captain from the 
US Navy in 2003, after 31 years in the Seabees 
and the Navy’s Civil Engineer Corps. I did not 
opt for a second career and have been gainfully 
unemployed (i.e., retired) for the last 13-plus 
years—which is pretty amazing when I stop to 
think about it. After I retired, we ‘dropped anchor’ 
in Silverdale, WA, and we also have a summer 
cabin on the Deschutes River in central Oregon. 
When we’re home, I do woodworking in my shop, 
but we spend about six months every year travel-
ing: lots of cruises; trips to see our son, David ’01 
(and ROTC), now a major in the Marines; six weeks 
or so in Palm Springs every winter; and visiting 
national parks. In August, we took a two-week 
British Isles cruise, and during our port call in 
Dublin, Ireland, we spent the day with classmate 
and fellow ZBT’er Ken Olinger and his wife, Kate. 

We missed our 45th Reunion, but are committed 
to attending our 50th.”

Charles Staadecker (staadeckerrealestate@
gmail.com) says he is “blissfully happy” living in 
Naples, FL, where he has been active raising funds 
to support artistic endeavors, including the pro-
duction of original plays and symphonic perform-
ances. His son Roger is with the diplomatic corps 
in Amman, Jordan; Tess ’07 is an executive with 
Lulu Lemon in Chicago; and Ben ’08, BS Hotel ’09, 
is an Amazon employee in Seattle. Marcia Wities 
Orange (marcia.orange@gmail.com) says she is 
loving retired life in Fort Lee, NJ, and is pleased to 
report the birth of her third grandson, Jacob, on 
June 30, 2016. Miles Epps (miles.epps@gmail.
com) is also enjoying retirement and says, “To my 
amazement, after practicing law for 30 years in 
Manhattan and eight years in Dallas, I am living 
happily in Ithaca.”

Jim Schiffman (james.schiffman@gmail.com) 
sends an update: “After 30-plus years as a work-
ing journalist, I started a new career in 2012 as 
a journalism professor at Georgia College & State 
U., the state’s public liberal arts university. I’m 
grateful to be able to give back some of what I’ve 
learned over the years.” His daughter, Jessica 
’05, is the proud mother of a baby girl born on 
April 5, 2016; she and husband Tim are both physi-
cians living in Philadelphia. Jim would love to hear 
from Ed Lewin, Louis Principe, Herb Everett, 
Mike Goldstein, and Tom Simmonds.

Brian Gray, MA ’74 (brianwgray@rogers.com) is 
a senior partner in the law firm Norton Rose Ful-
bright; he sends his best wishes and says he’d like 
to be sailing. Also still at work are David Ben ton 
(dbenton@10rittenhouse.com), who is general man-
ager of a luxury condominium complex in Phila del-
phia, and Henry Ritter, MBA ’73 (h_ritter912@ 
yahoo.com), whose new position as CEO of a Cali-
fornia company has him commuting from Phoenix 
to the San Francisco Bay Area. Thomas Grumbly 
(jagrumbly@aol.com) was featured as a “Capital 
Cornellian” in the Cornell Chronicle. Tom is president 
of the Supporters of Agricultural Research Foun-
dation (SoAR); he said that he thinks Ezra Cornell 
would be pleased that the foundation is “a great 
amalgam of things he cared about: agriculture, the 
health of science and universities, public policy, and 
giving everyone a chance to make a difference.”

Congratulations to two award winners. Ro
ber to Cañizares, MBA ’74, was selected by the 
Johnson School as the recipient of the Carlos A. 
Quin tanilla Distinguished Latino Alumni Award 
for his professional achievements and for promot-
ing the advancement of Latinos in the business 
world. Jeffrey Garber (jgarber@bidmc.harvard.
edu), associate professor of medicine at Harvard 
Medical School, received the John A. Seibel, MD, 
Award from the American College of Endocrinology 
Foundation in recognition of the fund established 
in his name that supports fellows-in-training.

And lastly, Ira Casson (iradocdad@gmail.
com) says he was “deeply saddened to learn of the 
passing of Prof. Will Provine, History of Science. 
Will was the finest of all the wonderful teachers 
that I had the privilege of studying with during 
my four years on the Hill. He had a profound and 
lasting impact upon my life.” Please send news 
to: C Jim Roberts, jhr22@cornell.edu; or Gayle 
Yeomans, gay2@cornell.edu.   

72 Tom Nevins writes, “I drove to 
Alaska from Cornell the summer 
after freshman year—struck it 

rich. Drove from London to Katmandu and went 
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into Vietnam as a tourist in 1970, first semester of 
junior year. My life was changed by Cornell as I was 
nudged into action by Prof. Alice H. Cook and Prof. 
Walter LaFeber. Studied Japanese senior year and 
have been a labor and personnel policy consultant 
in Tokyo ever since.” Tom’s latest book, published 
July 2016 in the UK, Stay Put? Make a Move?, is 
about his Westchester, NY, hometown, Cornell sto-
ries and characters, Japan, and much, much more. 
Video trailer, picture tour, four-page summary, and 
the first 46 pages are at the book website: www.
thomasnevins.co.uk. During our years at Cornell, 
Tom was a “deskman” at Willard Straight Hall, and 
he says he was alone at the Straight desk at the 
time of the April 1969 building takeover because 
a more senior deskman was late that day.

Mitch Sudolsky (sudolsky@utexas.edu) writes, 
“I received an appointment as full clinical profes-
sor at the School of Social Work at the U. of Texas, 
Austin. Saleem Kassum, MS ’72 (thesalkassum@
gmail.com) says that Prof. Leo Gruenfeld had the 
greatest impact on him during his time at Cornell. 
Clifford Hendry is now retired in Pittsburgh and 
does volunteer work through the Fox Chapel Ro-
tary Club. He will also be tutoring for an Oasis 
Intergenerational organization to assist kindergar-
ten kids through fourth graders with their reading. 
Clifford and wife Jeanie have been married for 46 
years and they have eight grandchildren, all living 
locally in the Pittsburgh area.

Logan Robinson’s new hobby is visiting 
UNESCO World Heritage sites, of which he has seen 
about 350. He spent the spring in Italy, Croatia, 
and Greece and saw 21 of these sites. Gary Cottrell, 
MAT ’75, and his wife are officially empty nesters, 
having brought their daughter, Tess, to Reed College 
in August. With two kids in college, he does not 
expect to retire anytime soon. C Gary Rubin, 
glr34@cornell.edu; Alex Barna, ab478@cornell.
edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
participate/class-notes.cfm.

73 Happy New Year! Hope you en-
joyed the innovative presiden-
tial debate live chats held by 

our class for members of the classes of 1971-74 
and moderated by fellow class correspondent Dave 
Ross. I certainly did! Gratis travel recommenda-
tion for you: I enjoyed a spectacular cruise in 
August, RT Amsterdam up the Norwegian coast to 
the North Cape (no Putinland visits for me!). Now 
in winter, I return to the joys of my oft-delayed 
home renovation and overuse of my newly ac-
quired Medicare benefits. On to your news.

Charlie Barnett, BA ’76 (Bethesda, MD; charles 
barnett@mac.com) has been a professional com-
poser (orchestral composition) for the past 40 
years. He is writing a lot for film and television, 
as well as performing with his touring jazz ensem-
ble, Chaise Lounge. Charlie has stepped down as 
chairman of the board for Maryland Youth Ballet 
and asserts that “retirement is unthinkable.” He 
has three daughters and buried the lede regard-
ing his big news: he married Margaret Guroff in 
March 2016. Donald R.M. Paterson, organist and 
choirmaster, had the greatest impact on him at 
Cornell. Wonderfully, in response to our news 
form’s question about whether there is anything 
else you wish you could be doing, Charlie writes: 
“What? I live a life of writing and performing mu-
sic surrounded by my family of beautiful talented 
women. What else would I want?”

Bernice Cramer (Newton, MA; nextframe@aol. 
com) is now GM of Bose’s global headphone busi-
ness and a member of its executive committee. 

Anytime you see people on airplanes wearing those 
noise-cancelling headphones, it’s Bernice’s busi-
ness! Her son Crane just started at Colorado College 
as a member of the Class of 2020. Eliot Greenwald 
(eliot.greenwald@verizon.net) has been work-
ing for the past five years in the Disability Rights 
Office of the Federal Communications Commission, 
first as an attorney advisor, and more recently as 
the deputy chief, working day to day on rulemak-
ing and other proceedings to expand the opportu-
nities for people with disabilities to have access to 
telecommunications and media. His son, Michael, 
graduated from Washington U. in St. Louis in 
2011, received a master ’s in social work from the 
U. of Chicago, and is now working at a primary care 
medical facility in Chicago as a mental health ther-
apist. Eliot’s daughter, Danielle, graduated from 
the U. of Vermont in 2014 and is now working in 
Bethesda, MD, at the American Jewish Society for 
Service, planning and leading community service 
trips and events for high school students.

Herb Mendel (Fayetteville, NY; hemend1@
aol.com) writes that he is still a full-time surgeon 
at Crouse Hospital in Syracuse. Daughter Marisa 
Mendel Abraham ’06 just completed her fellow-
ship in child psychiatry at Harvard and, with hus-
band Josh ’09, BArch ’10, delivered Herb’s first 
grandchild and future Cornellian, Wesley Simon. I 
really like that positive thinking, as well as Herb’s 
so-appropriate e-mail address! Herb wishes he 
could spend more time with his Cornell roommate 
Jack Zigler and his wife, Wendy (Drutman) ’74. 
Prof. Robert Marshall, PhD ’71, in Biology had the 
greatest impact on Herb at Cornell. Salbi Ranting, 
MS ’73 (Klang City, Malaysia; rohayaran@yahoo.
com) has lived in Klang for the last 15 years and is 
retired. Her oldest son lives nearby and has three 
children. She would like to be traveling more and 
says that Robert Bruce, PhD ’62, had the great-
est impact on her at Cornell.

During Homecoming on September 23, Marty 
Slye Sherman, MPS ’75 (Medfield, MA; mjsherman 
73@gmail.com) was one of seven alumni receiving 
the Frank H.T. Rhodes Exemplary Alumni Service 
Award, which honors alumni who have demonstrat-
ed extraordinary service to Cornell through long-
term volunteer activities. As stated in Cornell’s 
September Ezra update: “Marty is a catalyst for her 
class, an inspiration for students, and an example 
for Cornell alumni, using her community-building 
skills and foresight to bring people together to do 
excellent work for the university. Her leadership 
motivates Cornellians for long-term good in many 
areas, particularly the Class of 1973, the Sloan 
Program in Health Administration in the College 
of Human Ecology, and the Cornell Alumni Assn.” 
Congratulations, Marty—well-deserved! Jon Shure 
(Ewing, NJ; shureiam@comcast.net) writes that 
after more than seven years in Washington, DC, 
with the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, he 
has returned to New Jersey to be senior director at 
Taft Communications in Lawrenceville. He reports 
it is great to be back in the Garden State. Another 
shout out for a great e-mail address, plus enthu-
siasm for my home state and the state where both 
our children currently reside!

Congratulations to Eric Rothenberg (Need ham, 
MA; erothenberg@oarlawyers.com), who has married 
his longtime girlfriend, Pamela Ely, founder of the 
Ely Center, in a backyard wedding in their Needham 
home last August. Irene Kohan Yesowitch (Napa, 
CA; irene51@mac.com) is the managing partner of 
the San Francisco office of law firm Cozen O’Connor. 
Her daughter, Hannah Greenberg ’11, is working 
as VP of development for Seaview Investors, coin-
cidentally owned by our classmate Bob Alter. She 

recently moved full time to Napa, commuting to 
San Francisco for work but expecting to work from 
home more. Napa is my dream retirement place!

Thanks for all the news. Please send photos of 
your sage selves to: cornellalumnimagazine.com/ 
photogallery. Send news to: C Pamela Meyers, 
psmeyers73@gmail.com; Phyllis Haight Grum-
mon, phg3@cornell.edu; or David Ross, dave@
daveross.com. Online news form, http://alumni.
cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

74 If you love our Reunions and 
wish you could see your Class of 
’74 friends more than once ev-

ery five years—now you can! We are having a 65th 
birthday reunion on campus, June 8-11, 2017. 
That is the official Cornell Reunion weekend so 
that you will be able to take advantage of all the 
Reunion events on campus. (Note that this is in 
addition to, not a substitute for, our official 45th 
Reunion, which will take place in June 2019.)

Here are some details. Housing: Sheldon Court 
in Collegetown. Meals: Continental breakfasts are 
included with housing, and both cocktail hours/ 
dinners will be on campus; lunches will be a good 
chance to sample current Collegetown restaurants 
or visit some Class of ’72 or ’77 friends. Campus 
events: Reunion buttons give us access to buses, 
tent parties, and all university events. Poll: No 
class in Cornell history has ever undertaken such 
a reunion, and before we can make all the ar-
rangements necessary to create a great 65th cel-
e bration, it is important that we get an idea of 
just how many people MIGHT attend. If you have 
any interest in attending (and didn’t respond to 
a class e-mail sent to you in 2016), please e-mail 
Cornell1974Reunion@gmail.com a.s.a.p. with one 
of the following: “Expect to be there”; “Definitely 
interested”; or “Possibly interested.” Please include 
the number of guests you might bring (if any). We 
hope to see you there!

Stephen Zagor, MPS ’74, cannot imagine re-
tiring while he can “still inspire.” Inspire he does 
as dean of business and industry programs at the 
Inst. of Culinary Education in NYC and as a clinical 
assistant professor at NYU. He says that his son is 
a photography major at Washington U. in St. Louis 
and that his classmates had the greatest impact 
on him at Cornell. Bill Howard, chair of the Cornell 
Alumni Magazine committee, is now chair of the 
Cornell Alumni Assn. as well. He’s also the class’s 
VP of social networks and our unofficial event pho-
tographer. Bill received the Fred Bosch Award (con-
tributions to the Class of ’74) at Reunion 2014 for 
setting up our photo website, populating it with 
several thousand photos, and conceiving the photo 
slideshows you saw at our last two Reunions.

Lawrence Busch, PhD ’74, is a university 
distinguished professor of sociology at Michigan 
State U. and has just published his 15th book, 
titled Real Myths = False Truths: Securing America’s 
Future, which is available free of charge at: www.
lawrencebusch.net. When asked who at Cornell 
had the greatest impact on him, Lawrence praised 
Dr. Lawrence Williams. “Still and always an art-
ist,” Wendy Goldberg, BFA ’74, exhibits in public 
and private venues across the country, and says 
she wishes she had even more time for travel and 
painting. She would like to hear from anyone from 
the BFA Class of ’74, and tells us that the per-
son at Cornell who influenced her the most was 
Gillian PedersonKrag, MFA ’63.

Steve Tundermann, ME ’75, celebrated his 
Cornell connections with Dave Berwald, Keith 
Kennedy, Tom Trotta, Stan Selig, and Norm 
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Lange ’73 at the wedding of Dave’s daughter. Joel 
Greenman ’73, BS ’74, is a professional magician 
in Los Angeles and a college professor in deci-
sion sciences. He tells us that he would rather be 
teaching at Cornell. Enjoying being off the law 
grid, Martin Dolp, LLM ’74, is trying to learn 
“the art of life,” and wishes that he could do more 
against inequality and youth unemployment in 
Europe. Martin would like hear from Peter Hicks, 
JD ’76, MILR ’77. According to Martin, Prof. Emer. 
Ernest Roberts inspired him most at Cornell.

Mira Tetkowski Berkley credits Prof. Urie 
Bronfenbrenner ’38 with the “excellent” educa-
tion she received in Early Childhood Education. 
Mira has put that education to good use on the 
faculty of SUNY Fredonia. She recently retired and 
continues to use her knowledge of early childhood 
education as a quality improvement specialist for 
QUALITYstarsNY. She enjoys international travel 
with university students and her family and would 
like to hear from Carol Meyers Edelstein. Send 
news to: C Helen Bendix, hbendix@verizon. 
net; Lucy Babcox Morris, lucmor1433@gmail.
com; or Jim Schoonmaker, js378@cornell.edu. 
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
participate/class-notes.cfm.

75 If you want to see some former 
college besties, just throw a 
great party when one of your 

children gets married. It worked for Kim and Mark 
Dewey (dew99@juno.com). Their son, Nate, was 
married in August and they basically hosted a DU 
reunion. Fraternity brothers and spouses includ-
ed: Sandy and Steve Bigalow, Debbie and Jack 
Brewster, Mark and Ting Magill Kamon, John 
Halloran and Leslie Hudson, Cathy and Ben Pey
ton, JD ’79, Jim and Beth Wright Seeley ’76, 
Lorna and Jim Thul, Laura and LuJohn Rossi, 
and many more. After most of the above group of 
DUs reconvened for Homecoming in Ithaca (when 
the Big Red football team beat Yale 27-13 in front 
of more than 15,000 fans in beautiful fall Ithaca 
weather!), Mark and Ting Kamon (cmkamon@gmail. 
com) took a road trip from their home in Maryland 
to tour the coast of Maine with Leslie Hudson and 
John Halloran in their home state. Ting and Mark’s 
son, Mike, and daughter-in-law Lindsay had their 
first child, Giuliana, in July 2015.

Keeping the theme of marriages and grandchil-
dren going, in May of this year I attended the wed-
ding of Claire and Bob Brennan’s daughter Meghan 
to Max Santoro. Also attending were Noreen and 
Rory Sadoff (rnzlcs@aol.com). Bob (rtbsb53@
gmail.com) and Claire became first-time grand-
parents when son Shane and daughter-in-law Jess 
welcomed son Anderson in August 2015—and they 
can’t babysit often enough! Pam Hanna (phanna 
menz@aol.com) was the proud mom when son 
Mark Menzenski married RIT ’13 college sweetheart 
Kimberly in August 2015. They are both engineers 
at 3M in the Twin Cities of Minnesota. More re-
cently, son Joe Menzenski ’16 graduated from 
Cornell’s College of Engineering, in Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, and is now working in the 
Washington, DC, area for MITRE Corp. doing devel-
opment of advanced aviation systems. Son Matt 
Menzenski ’09 lives in Lawrence, KS, and works 
for a startup in Kansas City, MO.

Cindy George Coulter Harris (cgeorge@sgb 
familylaw.com) writes that son Danny married 
Catherine in October 2014 and is working on his 
commercial pilot license. Daughter Caroline is 
mother to 3-year-old Kai and recently graduated 
with her master’s in applied psychology. Cindy’s 

stepson, Dave, and wife have a boy, James, who 
is also 3. Cindy and husband Jeff spend most of 
their time in Florida, where she babysits grand-
children and works on her golf game. They are 
lucky to spend many holidays with Cindy Johnson 
Giambastiani and family. The Giambastiani fami-
ly’s third generation grew with the addition of 
Edmund Peter Giambastiani IV in December 2014 
to son Peter and wife Claire (Zipf) ’05; and 
Charlotte McElroy in July 2014 to daughter Cathie 
and husband Jason. Karen Lauterbach and Mark 
Powers welcomed new daughter-in-law Ana, who 
married son Luke in February 2016.

Chip ’74 and Lynn Arrison Harrison (lah21 
27@aol.com) decided to celebrate their 40th wed-
ding anniversary with a ten-day walking tour in 
England this summer. I spent a few days with 
them in the Adirondacks of Upstate New York prior 
to the trip and participated in the pre-tour prepa-
ration of daily walking! The Harrison family added 
Dean in April 2015, born to daughter Katie and 
husband Joey; and Claire in July 2015, born to son 
Ridgely and wife Rachel. Wendy Gaylord retired 
as dean for China programs at Keuka College in 
August 2015, while her husband retired a year and 
a half earlier from Cornell’s Agricultural Experiment 
Station in Geneva, NY. They have lots of travel 
plans with new grandchildren in Denver from son 
Tim and his wife, and to Yogyakarta, Indonesia, 
to see daughter Dini and her husband. Wendy says 
that one of her best decisions was becoming flu-
ent in a foreign language. Jane Rabbino Miller 
(Daleville, VA; janemiller460@gmail.com) says 
becoming a grandmother in December 2014 was 
the greatest. “Unfortunately, he lives 12 hours 
away by car north of Boston!”

David Fischell, PhD ’80 (drfischell@angel-med. 
com) is CEO of AngelMed, an innovator in today’s 
cardiac medical device arena in Fair Haven, NJ. He 
is also a director of eight biomedical technology 
companies, chairman of Cornell’s Biomedical Engi-
neering Advisory Board, and a fellow of the Amer-
ican Inst. for Medical and Biological Engi neering. 
He currently holds 85 issued US patents and has 
published numerous papers in the fields of tele-
communications, cardiology, radiobiology, and ra-
diation dosimetry. Donald Rose (vrose2000@aol. 
com) writes that daughter Alexandra ’19 is in the 
College of Arts and Sciences and playing polo, while 
son Dylan is loving life as a freshman at the U. of 
Colorado, Boulder. Donald is an orthopedic surgeon, 
specializing in sports medicine, and was recently 
honored as founding director of the Harkness Center 
for Dance Injuries at the NYU Langone Medical 
Center. Michael Dourmashkin (mdourmas@opt 
online.net) is a urologist in Mel ville, NY. His son 
Steven ’15, ME ’16, graduated from the College of 
Engineering the week before our 45th Reunion. 
Michael hopes to attend our 50th in 2020!

That is all for this column. Thanks so much for 
responding to my harassing e-mails for news! Keep 
sending them so we can live vicariously through 
you! C Deb Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail.com; 
Karen DeMarco Boroff, boroffka@shu.edu; Mitch 
Frank, mjfgator@gmail.com; Joan Pease, japease 
1032@aol.com. Online news form, http://alumni.
cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

76 Wishing you a very Happy New 
Year! Thank you so much for 
all of your news.

Wendy Schlessel Harpham is writing books 
and a regular column in Oncology Times, in addi-
tion to teaching an honors seminar at the U. of 
Texas, Dallas. Wendy became a grandmother in 
March 2016—congratulations!

As a corrections counselor, Altagracia Rodri
guez Coleman finds work to be volatile, exciting, 
and new every day. She deals with human be-
ings who have made mistakes (some grave), and 
through reading criminal histories, interviewing 

offenders, and writing about their stories, she has 
a sense of purpose and fulfillment. Her own chil-
dren are out of the home: one working as a teach-
er; one a receptionist for Diane Von Furstenberg 
Fashions; and one in the elevator business. Alta-
gracia loves to travel and spent a month in Peru, 
Ecuador, and the Galápagos Islands for her 60th, 
as well as one week in the jungles of the Amazon 
River. She values her lasting friendships from 
Cornell, and noted how much the campus had 
changed when she visited last year.

Home improvements, gardening, and grow-
ing orchids and other exotic plants keeps Robert 
“Roddy” Gabel busy. He has three dogs, a cat, and 
two birds that he cares for. Being retired, he spends 
more time with friends, meeting for breakfast, cof-
fee, lunch, or dinner, or just hanging out. Last June, 
he went to California to visit his Cornell bud Jim 
Tripp and his wife, Shelley. While in Cali fornia, 
Roddy adopted a little Chihuahua mix rescue dog 
from the L.A. City Shelter. Camellia Ruggiero Rod-
ney is a CEO for Medicos para la Familia (Memphis, 
Chattanooga, and international). Sonia Richards 
continues to practice in infectious diseases in 
Northridge, CA, on a part-time basis and is the 
lead ID physician on the antibiotic stewardship 
program for Northridge Hospital Center. She is 
kept busy with a gorgeous adopted son who just 
turned 13. They live part of the year with her 
fiancé in her home country of Barbados.

John McPhee visited classmate Bob Hinkel 
in China. He also traveled to New Mexico to see 
his grandson play his first year of basketball on 
the jayvee team. Cameron Munter is president 
and CEO of East West Inst. in NYC. Working in his 
37th year of dental practice in Rutherford, NJ, Don 
Fanelli keeps busy. His daughter, Lauren ’03, is 
an Arts graduate and has settled a few minutes 
from him in New Jersey. Don is enjoying his two 
grandchildren. Son Don is appearing in his first sit-
com, which premiered in June on “POP” TV, after 
nine years as a regular at the UCB Improv Theatre. 
Alice Mims Payne volunteers at the Penn State 
Master Gardener program, Suits to Careers, Dress 
for Success, and Hope Station, a local community 
center. She is also a board member of the local 
employment skills center. Alice went to Kenya and 
Tanzania with her sister and her kids and plans 
to go to Paris to celebrate her 20th anniversary.

January 1, 2016 was the start of Gil Gleim’s 
retirement from Merck. He writes that he is for-
tunate to have an active lifestyle on the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland to explore maritime history and 
diversity through volunteer activities and hobbies. 

‘I live a life of writing and  
performing music.’ Charlie Barnett ’73            
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77 John Molinda recently came 
out of retirement to serve as a 
startup physics test engineer at 

nuclear plants. He is getting ready to start up new 
generation III passive nuclear reactors. His daugh-
ter Jenny ’11, ME ’12, is working for Zimmer, an 
orthopedic device manufacturer as a development 

78 Happy 2017, ’78ers! I hope 
those of you on the southern 
Atlantic Coast survived Hurricane 

Matthew relatively intact. Having survived my 
share of hurricanes when we lived in North Caro-
lina in the late 1990s, I can sympathize.

His older son, Jack, is studying petroleum engi-
neering at Marietta College. Younger son Dan is 
studying business at Jacksonville U. and both sons 
are varsity rowers. Bruce Wais is working as a pro-
gram manager at UTC Aerospace Systems in Rome, 
NY. Michele Brand Medwin is a rabbi at Temple 
Sholom in Monticello, NY. She just received her 
Doctor of Ministry degree in clinical pastoral coun-
seling. Her husband, Steven, is currently director 
of research and new business development at the 
Raymond Corp., which is part of Toyota Indus-
tries. They have four grandchildren and celebrat-
ed their 40th wedding anniversary in June. For 40 
years, Lynda Gavigan Halttunen has been living 
in Carlsbad, CA. She is Counseling Services Dean 
Emeritus at Palomar College. Her son got married 
in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, in May, and the wed-
ding was featured in the local San Diego paper.

Congratulations to Linda Mason! In May, the 
National Assn. of Corporate Directors New England 
Chapter named her “Director of the Year.” Linda is 
chair and co-founder of Bright Horizons, a provid-
er of worksite childcare and early childhood edu-
cation, employing 25,000 people and caring for 
more than 100,000 children at 850 child develop-
ment centers in 45 states, Europe, and India. She 
is also the chair of the Global Leadership Council 
and honorary board chair of Mercy Corps, an inter-
national development organization dedicated to 
alleviating suffering, poverty, and oppression. She 
also serves on the boards of Horizons for Home-
less Children (which she co-founded), the Yale U. 
School of Management, the Carnegie Endowment 
for Int’l Peace, the Packard Foundation, and the 
Boston Foundation. Linda is currently leader-in-
residence at the Center for Public Leadership at 
the Harvard Kennedy School.

Marilyn Laverty is also busy as president of 
a public relations firm focusing on entertainment 
and music. She writes, “My company, Shore Fire 
Media, has been on the New York Observer list of 
top New York PR firms for the past three years. 
Am involved in counseling Arts and Sciences stu-
dents on career opportunities and I enjoy that 
very much.” Marilyn’s son, Samuel, is Class of ’19 
at Cornell. C Lisa Diamant, Ljdiamant@verizon.
net; Karen Krinsky Sussman, Krinsk54@gmail.
com; Pat Relf Hanavan, patrelf1@gmail.com.

engineer. John has one of their titanium hips 
implanted in him. Daughter Jackie played soccer 
at and graduated from Penn State. She is now 
halfway through the SUNY College of Optom etry 
in Manhattan. He wishes he had more time to 
take trips like the one his family took to the 
Galápagos with Cornell’s Adult University. He would 
like to hear from Hayward Zwerling and Susan 
Giagnocavo-Sterrett. Electrical Engineering pro-
fessors Sam Linke, ME ’49, and Robert Thomas 
had the greatest impact on him at Cornell.

Craig Gold (Los Angeles, CA) is looking for-
ward to retiring as a deputy district attorney for 
L.A. County. His twin sons, Jared and Lucas, just 
celebrated their 9th birthdays and joined the Cub 
Scouts. They are involved in organized team sports. 
His family recently enjoyed a camping trip on Cata-
lina Island off the coast of California. Karen Juli 
loves to travel and, since she retired, has more 
time and flexibility to do so. She has moved back 
to her hometown of Auburn, NY, after more than 
30 years of service in the Army as both a soldier 
and a civilian. Karen would like to know if there 
are any other Cornellians in Auburn. She is doing 
a lot of work on her house and is hoping to travel 
more, including to the one continent she has not 
visited, Antarctica. She would like to hear from 
Sandra Sofinski ’78. Everyone she met at Cornell, 
and especially Army ROTC, influenced Karen and 
motivated her to join and spend a lifetime serving 
her country as a soldier and civilian. Thank you for 
your service, Karen.

Jim Matthews was elected Suffolk County 
District Judge in 2014, which he enjoys and finds 
very interesting. Daughter Kelsey, 22, graduated 
from Delaware Valley U. Daughter Julie, 19, is at-
tending St. Joseph’s U., where she is studying 
physical therapy. Son Aidan, 13, runs track, plays 
violin, and has lots of fun with his dad. He feels 
that he is blessed with a great job, special com-
munity, and a wonderful family. Drew Nieporent 
is the owner of the following restaurants: Nobu, 
Tribeca Grill, and Bâtard (voted Best New Restau-
rant at the 2015 James Beard Awards), and Crush 
Wines and Spirits. He also does hamburgers at 
Madison Square Garden. Prof. Vance Christian ’61, 
MS ’65, had the greatest impact on Drew.

Steve Klein is completing his first year as VP 
for enrollment management at Albion College in 
Albion, MI. His daughter, Allie, was married in 
Baltimore on September 4. Steve wishes that he 
could visit the Cornell campus. It’s been 28 years. 
Melissa Grant is a class action plaintiff’s lawyer, 
is very active in Democratic politics, and plays a 
lot of tennis. Her son is in college. Melissa would 
like to take more vacations and would also like to 
hear from Becky Smith and Laurie Robinson. 
She says her whole experience at Cornell impacted 
her life. She loved Cornell.

On that positive note, I take my leave, but 
would like to remind you about our 40th (that 
is correct) Reunion, which will be held from 
June 8-11, 2017. That’s it for now. Please keep 
all of your news and views coming in via the on-
line news form, http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm. Or write to us: C 
Howie Eisen, heisen@drexelmed.edu; or Annette 
Mulee, annette@mulee.com.

David Levine moved to Somerville, MA, in 
2015 and is “here to stay.” He writes, “After tak-
ing ‘academic’ CAU courses for many summers, I 
tried cycling around the Finger Lakes last sum-
mer and kayaking on the Finger Lakes this sum-
mer. Thoroughly enjoyed both!” Diana “Sunshine” 
Lorenz Weggler is looking forward to reconnecting 
with former Big Red linemate Sue Gurda DeGraba 
’76, MBA ’88, at Cornell women’s ice hockey’s 45th 
Reunion on July 15, 2017. She writes, “We haven’t 
seen each other since 1978.” Sunshine’s husband, 
Bob, is enjoying seeing more of his freshman foot-
ball teammate Dave Dombrowski, both in person 
and on TV, now that he is president of baseball op-
erations for the Boston Red Sox. Derrick Mancini, 
like many of us, celebrated his 60th birthday in 
2016. He’s teaching part time as adjunct profes-
sor in physics at Illinois Inst. of Technology and 
science project consultant through XRAYNANO. 
He owns and manages Quincy Street Distillery, a 
craft distillery started almost five years ago in 
Riverside, IL (http://quincystreetdistillery.com).

Also in Chicagoland, Jack Salmon, PhD ’78, 
has retired from the U. of Illinois, Chicago and is 
now a home-based independent researcher and 
writer. Bill Hines (Willoughby Hills, OH) traveled 
in October to see classmate Bryan Plude ordained 
as a Unitarian Universalist minister. Bob Connery 
and Bob Warther were also in attendance. Bill’s son 
graduated from Emerson College, and his daughter 
received her master’s degree from American U. 
“Both are gainfully employed,” Bill reports. Also 
“in retirement,” Paul Rohrlich (Falls Church, 
VA) substitutes for State Dept. Foreign Service 
officers to cover staffing gaps or medical leave. 
Last year this meant several months in Iceland, 
where his family joined in for some glacier hiking. 
Paul adds, “I was diagnosed with Parkinson’s dis-
ease some years ago. I have become a lobbyist/ 
activist for more PD research, and have been elect-
ed to the People with PD Advisory Board of the PD 
Foundation, and I volunteer as a subject in clinical 
trials at the NIH. I invite others with PD to con-
tact me for a virtual support group of Cornellians!” 
Dr. William Provine of the History department and 
Carl Sagan still influence Paul to this day.

Former class secretary Jeanne Arnold schwetje 
has been taking piano lessons. She and her hus-
band are recording his songs, with Jeanne on piano 
and synth and him on guitar and/or bass. She’s a 
proud grandparent of two. In addition, she bikes, 
swims, boats, and does Pilates and high-intensity 
interval training. (I’m getting tired just reading 
it.) Out in Portlandia, Bija Gutoff is a freelance 
writer for nonprofits. She was senior writer at Mercy 
Corps for eight years. She and husband Dan have 
a fabulous daughter and daughter-in-law and “one 
amazing grandson.” They’ll be traveling more. Bija 
would like to hear from Amy Trabka ’76, Victor 
Aboulaffia ’73, PhD ’90, Cliff Cockerham, and 
Marion Asnes. Elaine Zajac Jackson travels na-
tionwide to visit her children: Aaron ’06, who has 
a new job with UbiQD in Los Alamos, NM; Meredith 
’08 and spouse Spencer Morgan ’07, who moved 
to Martinez, CA, last fall; Becca (MIT ’13), who re-
sides in Raleigh, NC; and Brendon ’17, a senior in 
ECE. She tries to visit wineries in her travels and 
frequents the Hill, both to visit Brendon and for her 
job at Kendal at Ithaca.

Several classmates who submitted news are  
still gainfully employed. Dale Rosenthal (Washing-
ton, DC) moved from the wilds of Bethesda, MD, 
once the nest vacated. She’s still working at Clark 
Construction. Jonathan Honig (NYC) has had sev-
eral interesting mediation cases. “We traveled to 
Italy, where we learned about the Italian part of 
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79 Hello and welcome to the year 
in which many of us reach the 
milestone birthday of 60! As 

we start a new decade, I wish you all good health, 
many adventures, and much joy.

Classmate Mark Hansen (hansen_e_mark@
yahoo.com) is marking 30 years of living in Asia 
and invites classmates to contact him if in the 
area. Mark writes, “I’m still based in Singapore, but 
trying to spend more time at my second home in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand. I’ve finished up my banking 
career after a ten-year stint at Standard Chartered 
Bank and have gone back into executive coaching 
with the Asian Leadership Inst. To help in my 
work, I’m going back to school to get a master’s in 
counseling psychology at Pacifica Graduate Inst. 
in Santa Barbara, CA. I’ll be commuting back there 
once a month for classes over the next couple of 
years. (‘Old dog, new tricks.’) I’m actively involved 
in Cornell alumni events in Singapore and in Asia, 
where the annual Cornell Asia-Pacific Leadership 
Conference has been bringing together alumni 
leaders from across Asia for almost ten years. It’s 
been very rewarding to help young alumni estab-
lish Cornell alumni groups in new countries in the 
region. If any Class of ’79ers are passing through 
Singapore, please let me know. I’m looking forward 
to going back to Ithaca this fall for a visit.”

Sharon Flank founded a company, InfraTrac, 
which has won an America Makes challenge to pro-
vide anti-counterfeiting for 3D printing. Sharon’s 
younger daughter, Becky ’20, is in the College of 
Arts and Sciences. Jackie Webb has been named 
the George and Barbara Young Chair in Biology at 
the U. of Rhode Island, where she has directed 
the marine biology program since 2006. In August 
she attended the 50th anniversary of Cornell’s 
Shoals Marine Lab (shoalsmarinelaboratory.org). 
Jackie reported seeing several Shoals classmates 
(Intro to Marine Science, 1977) including Carol 
Cafiero Steingart, Mary Miraglia, Susan Kennedy, 
Paul Schmitt ’78, Nancy Schlotter Balla ’78, and 
Rod Getchell, PhD ’02, who now works at the 
Cornell Vet college. Jackie said, “It was a spec-
tacular weekend on Appledore Island, and the 
Shoals Lab looks forward to the next 50 years!”

Geoffrey Hewitt, MPS ’79 (Raleigh, NC) has 
twin boys, one of whom (Brent) recently got mar-
ried and passed the first part of the CFA exam. He 
says that Prof. William Kaven, PhD ’66, and Law 
professor John Sherry had the greatest impact on 

the Australia/Italy/China wool-to-suit transfor-
mation process and found Milan delightful. We 
were pleased to see our third child start her adult 
career in San Francisco with Homeland Security 
while our fourth is on her semester abroad in 
South America.” New alumni trustee Pam Marrone 
(Davis, CA) is celebrating the tenth anniversary of 
Marrone Bio Innovations. She wishes she had more 
time for gardening, and would like to hear from 
Gari Blumberg. The professor who had the great-
est impact on her was the late George Eickwort in 
the Entomology department. Steven Schultz, 
DVM ’78 (Williamsville, NY) sold his veterinary 
practice in 2012 and now has a mobile (in-home) 
veterinary hospice practice. His daughter Laura 
’10 and her fiancé, Scott Rog ’10, BS Ag ’09, are 
planning a wedding.

That’s all the news for this issue. Mark your cal-
endars for June 7-10, 2018 for our fab 40th Re union. 
Keep the updates coming! C Cindy Fuller, cindy@
cindyjfuller.com; Ilene Shub Lefland, ilefland@ 
snet.net. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell. 
edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

him at Cornell. John Hunter, MBA ’79 (Belfast, 
Ireland) writes, “In my retirement I have been 
appointed the pro-chancellor of Ulster U., and I 
chair the university’s governing body—a welcome 
return to academia and an opportunity to draw 
on my brilliant experience at Cornell.”

Gary Dulberg was recently promoted to assis-
tant general counsel for the Permanente Medical 
Group in Oakland, CA, which is the largest physician-
led medical group in the country. Gary travels over-
seas a lot, including trips to Laos, India, and 
Bhutan. His daughter will soon be finished with 
her degree at Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo. Like 
many of us, Gary is looking forward to the end of 
making tuition payments. Elina Hum was honored 
when she was selected as the featured attorney in 
the “I Am The D.C. Bar” segment of the May 2016 
issue of Washington Lawyer, the D.C. Bar’s official 
magazine. We heard from Karen Farkas, MBA ’79 
(also PhD ’84), who is retired and enjoying life as 
a Canada-based snowbird. Her son has married a 
wonderful woman, and Karen expects they should 
have “smooth sailing into the sunset.”

Please keep in touch on Facebook and e-mail. 
Keep your news coming! C Cynthia Ahlgren Shea, 
cynthia.shea@sothebyshomes.com; Linda Moses, 
mosesgurevitch@aol.com; Kathy Zappia Gould, 
kathy.gould57@gmail.com. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

80 Inauguration Day is right 
around the corner, and once 
again the US has set a shining 

example for the democracies of the world. I 
learned so much about public policy this electoral 
cycle, I hardly wanted it to end. Our quadrennial 
exchange of ideas is a process we Americans can 
be proud of. In other news, Leprechauns have 
colonized Libe Slope.

Cornell Cares Day takes place right around the 
time you receive this magazine, namely January 7. 
If you are participating in this group service activity 
in partnership with the Cornell Public Service Center, 
congratulations! If not, think about it for next year. 
It is a great way to support your local community 
and interact with Cornellians in your area.

Kathy Miller ’82 and husband Brian Pickerall 
’82 joined my spouse, Kelley, and me (Dik Saal
feld) on a Rhine River cruise this past summer. We 
kicked off the tour with a visit to former Class of 
’82 Cornell Alumni Magazine correspondent Steve 
Crump, his wife Lisa (Mummery) ’82, and their 
daughter Paige in beautiful Basel, Switzerland, 
their hometown. We hiked in the Alps and toured 
Basel, which instantly became one of my favorite 
cities. Steve and Paige are mountain goats in human 
form, and shot up one Alp after another while we 
trudged behind, weeping silently. Our boat headed 
downriver to Amsterdam, with several stops along 
the way. We saw castles and fortresses and that 
medieval saloon Kathy used to frequent in Heidel-
berg when she lived there, except now it’s a Mexican 
restaurant. I showed everybody the park bench I 
slept on after the Bob Dylan concert near the 
famous Lorelei in 1981, after I got shot down by 
a woman in a red leather pantsuit. So it wasn’t a 
vacation based solely on boffo good times and 
zany hijinx; pathos was involved.

The Cornell Alumni Leadership Conference 
(CALC) will be held February 3-4 in Baltimore. You 
can probably still register. Cornell alumni leaders 
gather annually at CALC to exchange ideas and 
socialize. We will meet this year after a two-year 
hiatus, since the 2016 meeting was cancelled due 
to the massive snowstorm that crippled the Eastern 

Seaboard and sent several tons of snow from our 
roof through our kitchen skylight, a disaster my 
wife and I confronted in the stoic manner of our 
forebears, namely by moving to Florida, where there 
are never natural disasters. Cue the Leprechauns. 
Craig Tendler is creating development plans and 
data generation activities for the oncology port-
folio at Johnson & Johnson. His work provides 
clinical benefits to patients with difficult-to-treat 
cancers. Daughters Helena and Amanda live in NYC, 
not too far from mom and dad in New Jersey. Craig 
and wife Sheri want to travel more, but the big 
trips will have to wait, according to Craig, “until 
the next stage of life.”

David Nichols, MBA ’80, is still running the 
largest laboratory consulting company in the world, 
namely the Nichols Management Group LTD. His 
company provides laboratory consulting services 
for healthcare organizations, with a focus on 
lowering costs, increasing revenue, and optimiz-
ing laboratory operations. In addition, he does 
not-for-profit board work related to fisheries and 
habitats. He and spouse Margaret live in Maine. 
David states that the person at Cornell who had 
the greatest impact on him was Roger Battistella, 
currently emeritus professor of Health Policy and 
Management in the Sloan Graduate Program in 
Health Administration. We last heard from Ellen 
Wulfhorst when she started with the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation. She now has more than a year 
under her belt as chief correspondent, Americas. 
She covers women’s issues, land rights, human 
trafficking, climate change, LGBT issues, and other 
humanitarian topics. Professors who had the great-
est impact on her at Cornell include Isaac Kramnick, 
Sid Tarrow, and Werner Dannhauser.

Peter Aufrichtig died suddenly during Rosh 
Hashana. He lived in NYC, where he helped raise 
two remarkable children, the journalist and writer 
Aliza Aufrichtig and the fine musician Richard 
Aufrichtig. Peter was exposed to the Grateful 
Dead at their fabled Barton Hall show in ’77, and 
embraced them ever after. “Friggy” and I attended 
several shows together throughout Upstate New 
York. He was kind, funny, and generous. The cantor 
at the funeral spontaneously sang the delightful 
and touching “Ripple,” which prompted a sing-
along. Mourners included Frank Koh ’79, Jim Dake, 
Marc Rockford ’82, Paul Wessel ’83, and Neil Best 
’82. There is a road, no simple highway / Between 
the dawn and the dark of night / And if you go 
no one may follow / That path is for your steps 
alone. Send news to: C Dik Saalfeld, rfs25 @ 
cornell.edu; Leona Barsky, llb39 @ cornell.edu; 
or Dana Jer rard, dej24 @ cornell.edu. On line 
news form: http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.

81 As I write this column, the air-
waves are thick with election 
drama, and it’s refreshing to be 

able to lead off with a report from Linda Koski 
Geevers (Lindageevers@verizon.net) about her 
positive political experience at the local level. 
Linda is now in her 11th year as an elected mem-
ber of the West Windsor Township Council, and 
in January she was selected by her colleagues to 
serve as council president. She greatly enjoys 
serving the public, and lives with her husband, 
Neil, in Princeton Junction, NJ.

Cindy High (Webster, NY; cindy@blackmajik 
arabians.com) has been traveling to Asia and Latin 
America for work. On a return trip from China, she 
was able to stop over in Snohomish, WA, to visit 
roommate Lesley Kovar. Cindy would love to hear 
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from John and Gayle Horton Chevrette. After 30 
years practicing corporate law with Sullivan & Crom-
well in NYC, Duncan McCurrach (mccurrachd@ 
sullcrom.com) has retired and moved from Ridge-
wood, NJ, to Jupiter Island, FL. He writes, “Lauren 
and I are enjoying having nothing to do and all 
the time in the world to do it!” Their three chil-
dren, Dylan, Emily, and Elizabeth, have all gradu-
ated from university and enjoy visiting in Florida 
whenever they can. Duncan would like to hear 
from any Cornell friends in the area.

Pete Gehlich (pgehlich59@gmail.com) writes 
that he would prefer to be retired and doing volun-
teer work with the elderly, but is presently running 
a gardening business in West Palm Beach, FL. He 
met his wife, Nadia, on a small boat in southern 
Chile, and they have been married 11 years. They 
have a 9-year-old daughter, Rachel. He’d like to 
hear from his housemate Ken Cranker ’83. Cecilia 
Petrauskas Shipley (cshipleyrun@gmail.com) is al-
so in the landscaping business, but hopes to make 
a career/life transition soon and move to Oregon. 
She writes that her competitive running and mara-
thoning days are over, but she is staying in shape 
by working out at the gym and biking century rides 
to raise money for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 
Her children are “college grads, gainfully employed, 
and on their own”: Nicholas (Embry-Riddle Aero-
nautical U., 2010) and Sarah (McGill U., 2014) are 
engineers, and Colin (Colgate U., 2015) graduated 
with dual majors in chemistry and economics.

Dale and Mary Warner Webster (Charlotte, 
NC; webster.mary59@gmail.com) proudly report 
three gainfully employed children. Graham ’12 
is working in London; Grace is a private wealth 
advisor in Atlanta; and Garrett is a naval officer 
in flight school. Erik Engberg’s (erik.engberg@
yahoo.com) daughter, Larsen, graduated from 
High Point U. with a biology degree, and his 
son, Jaryd, is a political sales team leader at NCC 
Media. At the other end of the parenting spec-
trum: Jim Hauslein, MBA ’84’s 3-year-old son is 
keeping him “young, busy, and exhausted.” Jim 
is also working with a new company, Georgia-
based Big Time Products, which is a leading sup-
plier of high-performance work gloves. Stephen 
Moser, BArch ’81 (stephen@moserarchitect.com) 
has formed his own architecture firm, with offices 
in NYC and Larchmont, NY.

Sara Schepps Matschke (Katonah, NY; match 
key@optonline.net) is a litigation attorney with 
Garbarini & Scher in NYC. Her daughter, Ali, 
graduated from Lehigh U. in May with a major in 
finance. The NYS Bar Assn. recognized Dolores 
Gebhardt (dgebhardt@mccarthyfingar.com) with 
the 2016 Kay Crawford Murray Award, which hon-
ors the value of diversity in the legal profession 
and outstanding dedication to the professional 
development of women attorneys. She also re-
ceived the Bar Pace Setter Award, given by the 
Westchester Business Journal and Citrin Cooperman 
LLP, for overall excellence in Westchester County’s 
legal community. Dolores practices matrimonial 
law, collaborative divorce, and general litigation 
with McCarthy Fingar LLP in White Plains, NY.

Currently a freelance writer and visual artist 
living in Rhinebeck, NY, Christina Turczyn (tur 
czync@hotmail.com) was a speaker at a United 
Nations briefing in 2015. The session, at which she 
appeared on behalf of persons with disabilities, 
focused on educational technologies available for 
primary and secondary schools, and can be seen 
on UN Web TV. In September, I logged on to a live 
ILR webcast that included Steven Berkenfeld in 
a program titled Basic Income: A Response to 
Disruptive Technology. He participated in a lively, 

interesting discussion of the prospect that tech-
nological advances might leave us with too few 
full-time jobs to go around, and the potential 
advantages and disadvantages of adopting uni-
versal basic income programs to address the so-
cial welfare effects of that possibility.

Now for my news: I am remarried, and my 
wife, Catherine, and I live in Jupiter, FL, which we 
love despite occasional hurricane scares. Catherine 
runs an engineering firm that designs jet engines 
and power turbines, and I have taken an entrepre-
neurial break from the legal and corporate world to 
invest in residential rental properties in our area. 
In addition to our businesses, keeping track of the 
kids assures that there is never any down time. 
Two of my daughters and both stepsons are still in 
school: Andrea is working on a PhD at Cambridge 
U., Andy is a sophomore at Columbia U., Joey is in 
11th grade, and Julia is in 10th grade. Daughter 
Talia graduated from Washington U. in 2015 and is 
working as a costume coordinator for TV and film 
productions. Many thanks for your updates. Please 
keep sending us news! C Steven Barre, scbarre@
aol.com; Betsy Silver fine, bsilverfine@comcast.
net; Tanis MacKay-Bell, TanisMBell@gmail.com. 
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm.

82 Our 35th Reunion is just a few 
months away! Please watch 
for details from Reunion chairs 

Terry Kilmer Oosterom and Teri Williams Harvey, 
who are looking for help in hosting dinners, wel-
coming classmates at headquarters—and “any help 
in general!” A quick preview: Our headquarters will 
be in the Townhouses on North Campus; Thursday’s 
reception will be at the Lab of Ornithology; during 
the weekend, dinners will be at the new Physical 
Sciences building and the Ag Quad tent, with recep-
tions at the new Martha Van terrace and Bailey Hall 
plaza. Dinosaur BBQ is for lunch on Saturday. Mail 
and e-mails forthcoming! We hope to see you there!

Susan Ng Hill writes, “Can we say marriage 
and retirement in the same sentence?” She and 
Richard were married in June 2014 with several 
Cornellians in attendance including Dawn Szurek 
’81, Pui Shan Ng ’81, Shirley Stewart Prosser, 
Jennifer Leung, Chiao Chang, and Eric Spencer 
’83. Susan continued, “Pretty cool—first marriag-
es for two 52-year-olds.” She is retiring at the end 
of this school year from the Montgomery County 
Public Schools after teaching for 33 years, and she 
and Richard are looking for waterfront property in 
the northern neck of Virginia, where they would 
love for Cornell friends to visit. Send your best 
wishes to her at: cornellu82@aol.com. Henry Herz  
e-mailed from San Diego (hlh10@cornell.edu) that 
he wrote two new children’s picture books that 
were out last fall, Mabel and the Queen of Dreams 
(Schiffer Publishing) and Little Red Cuttlefish (Pel-
i can Publishing). “The former is an urban fantasy 
bedtime story inspired by Mercutio’s soliloquy in 
Romeo and Juliet; the latter is an aquatic retelling 
of the woodsy fairy tale.”

Sam Yanuck (syanuck@cogenceimmunology.
com) is launching www.cogenceimmunology.com, 
an online functional immunology community that 
teaches clinicians interested in functional medicine 
how to work effectively with patients who have auto-
immune diseases, chronic infections, and chronic 
inflammation. Michael Curtis (mdcurtis123@gmail.
com) has a new address in Lees Summit, MO, and 
is in television news management. He answered 
our question, “Who, at Cornell, had the greatest 
impact on you?” with, “My English professors.” If 

you missed Ezra Magazine from August, it featured 
Sheila Hobbs DeWitt, whose company improves 
drug safety and efficacy through “chiral switch-
ing.” She writes, “I went into chemistry instead 
of engineering because I thought engineers drove 
trains,” she said in her interview for the article. 
Sheila’s daughter, Leah DeWitt ’16, has made 
her mother’s relationship with Cornell’s Chemistry 
department even stronger. You can find the full 
article online at: http://ezramagazine.cornell.edu/
Update/Aug16/EU.Sheila.DeWitt.html.

We received word that Marian Mollin, an 
associate professor in the history department at 
Virginia Tech (part of the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences) was honored with a Dr. 
Carroll B. Shannon Excellence in Teaching Award 
last August. Awards are given annually to faculty 
members who demonstrate outstanding teaching 
skills, innovative methods, and dedication to 
learning. In the news release, it was noted that 
Marian is known for her versatility in teaching, 
and guiding her approach “is an instinct for 
engagement—and a highly tuned boredom ba-
rometer.” She asks, “If I’m not interested in the 
material, why would my students be?” Marian has 
been a faculty member in the history department 
since 2000 and is known for her dedication to fos-
tering a sense of belonging among students and 
her encouragement of peer mentoring. Her stu-
dents often win annual departmental awards and 
scholarships, secure research grants, and present 
papers at local and regional under graduate re-
search conferences. She teaches courses in women’s 
history, gender history, and the history of sexu-
ality, along with more general courses in 20th-
century US history. She has published widely 
on US suffrage, labor, civil rights, and antiwar 
movements. Post Cornell, she received her mas-
ter ’s degree and doctorate from UMass Amherst. 
Congrats to Marian and all of our classmates in 
our news! C Nina Kondo nmk22@cornell.edu; 
Mark Fernau mef29@cornell.edu; Doug Skalka 
dskalka@npmlaw.com.

83 Hello, Class of ’83! Thanks for 
all the news. Our classmates 
have been up to a lot of great 

things lately.
Amanda Rhodes, daughter of class treasurer 

Mark (mkrhodes@comcast.net) and Kim Osborn 
Rhodes, was married in August in a rollicking af-
fair in northern New Jersey. Class president Nancy 
Gilroy joined in the celebration and was seen cut-
ting up the dance floor with Gordon Smith. Amanda 
is in the midst of her psychology doctoral program, 
and their son, Chris, recently completed his USAF 
pilot training after graduating from U. of Michigan 
aerospace engineering. He is currently stationed 
in Georgia, flying the E-8 JSTAR. Mark and Kim 
keep active with tennis, and Mark and the kids still 
do crazy stuff together like hang-gliding and hikes 
to state high points (32 and counting!). Penny 
Nem zer, DVM ’87 (vetmom28@aol.com) writes, 
“It’s been an exciting few months for my family. 
Our last child graduated from Georgetown, our 
oldest son started the MBA program at Wharton, 
and our daughter started NYU law school. My hus-
band, Dan Taitz, JD ’86, is now COO of Penthera 
Partners. After 25 years I changed jobs and now 
work part time at a small animal clinic near my 
home in Westchester. We had many Cornell visi-
tors in Martha’s Vineyard this summer including 
Angelo ’80 and Beverly Ditaranti Tramontelli 
’80, Eric ’81 and Liz Meller Alderman, and 
Karen Freedman, DVM ’87.”
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James Edwards, ME ’84 (javadavado@gmail.

com) reports, “I retired at the end of April, down-
sized, sold my old house, and bought a smaller 
townhouse. We plan to travel four to six months 
every year.” Sounds wonderful! James remembers 
Prof. L. Pearce Williams ’48, PhD ’52, fond ly from 
his Cornell days and would like to hear from class-
mate Imran Ahmed. On Sep tember 16, Andrew 
McGaan, JD ’86, a partner of Kirkland and Ellis in 
Chicago, became a fellow of the American College 
of Trial Lawyers, one of the premier legal associa-
tions of America. Andrew has tried and won jury 
and non-jury cases throughout the US and has 
scored notable product liability victories, includ-
ing defeating multi-million- and multi-billion-
dollar injury and death claims against clients such 
as Dow Chemical, Dow Corning, R.J. Reynolds, 
Brown & Williamson, American Tobacco, and 
others. In 2011, he was identified by the National 
Law Journal as one of the nation’s best litigators. 
Congratulations, Andrew.

Don Schaffner (don.schaffner@rutgers.edu) 
has been busy putting his Cornell Food Science 
degree to good use. Don writes, “We recently pub-
lished a scientific paper in the journal Applied and 
Environmental Microbiology disproving the ‘five-
second rule.’ The story went viral and over the 
past few weeks I’ve talked to dozens of reporters 
from newspapers, radio, and TV.” I read that story 
and it definitely made me re-think the “five-
second rule.” Thanks, Don! Nancy King Quaintance 
(nkquaintance@qwrh.com) reports, “My husband, 
Dennis, and I still have our restaurant and hotel 
company, with two hotels and four restaurants in 
Greensboro and Cary, NC. Our hotels—O. Henry 
Hotel (now 18 years old) and Proximity Hotel (the 
first LEED platinum hotel in the world), both in 
Greensboro—take much of my time, along with 
our restaurants—two Lucky 32 restaurants, the 
Green Valley Grill, and Print Works Bistro.” Nancy 
says that she still values the lessons learned from 
Prof. Kelly and Prof. Vance Christian ’61, MS ’65. 
“They really took the Food and Beverage TAs under 
their wings. I loved the classes with Chase and 
Garnier, two smart and funny guys. I think I use 
the information from Clark’s Engineering classes, 
Sherry’s Law classes, and the Psychology/Personnel 
classes every week in running our company.” 
Nancy would love to hear from classmate Kim 
Blessing Wenk.

The Cornell Club-New York has been the site of 
some exciting happenings for classmates this fall. 
Class officer Nancy Gilroy put together a wonderful 
sold-out program there in September featuring 
Rob Manfred ’80, the tenth commissioner of Major 
League Baseball (MLB). Class of ’83ers in atten-
dance included university trustee Doug Braun
stein, Nancy Gilroy, Mark and Kim Osborn Rhodes, 
Lynn Leopold, Carin Lewis Evans, Maury ’82 and 
Beth Littman Josephson, and Matt Palumbo, BS 
ILR ’86. On September 17, 2016, the Cornell Club 
conducted a tour/lunch event in Manhattan’s 
Chinatown. Class of 1983 members attending in-
cluded Susan Guerin, Lynn Leopold, Glennis Barr, 
and Matt Palumbo. Matt writes, “The tour was 
conducted and arranged by one of the country’s 
most preeminent Chinese Americans, Charles P. 
Wang. Mr. Wang helped Dr. Kissinger open diplo-
matic relations with the People’s Republic of 
China; worked for presidents Carter, Reagan, Bush 
(1), Clinton, and Bush (2); served as president of 
the Chinatown Planning Council (now the Chinese-
American Planning Council); created NYC’s second 
Chinatown in Flushing, Queens; co-founded the 
Committee of 100—a group of the most influen-
tial Chinese Americans; and more.”

We love to receive updates on classmates and 
what’s happening in your lives. Please e-mail your 
news to: C Barb Warner Deane, barbdeane@ 
barbdeane.com; Jon B. Felice, jbfelice@jbfelice.
com. Online news form, http://www.alumni.cornell. 
edu/partcipate/class-notes.cfm.

84 Greetings, classmates! As I 
write this column I am in the 
Philadelphia airport waiting 

for a flight to Cincinnati. I will join my sister Mary 
Cantwell Brewer ’78, her daughter, Betsy (George 
Washington), and my daughters Meg McCormick 
’16 and Kate McCormick ’16 on a girls weekend to 

campaign for our presidential candidate. The time 
seemed right for a multigenerational gathering to 
be a part of our election process. This goes way 
back in our family as our parents, Ray ’52, MS ’76, 
and Mary Jo Cantwell, GR ’80-81, had election 
parties every presidential year to have fun on elec-
tion night and share our privilege and right to vote 
with friends of both parties. It was NOT remark-
able back then that Democrats and Republicans 
got along! On to our classmates’ news.

James “Jimbo” Perkins continues to work as 
professor and director of the medical illustration 
graduate program at the Rochester Inst. of Tech-
nology (RIT). He recently received the 2016 Trus-
tees Scholarship Award, given to the “RIT faculty 
member who consistently demonstrates outstand-
ing and scholarly or creative work over a sustained 
period.” Well done, Jimbo! Rachel Bennet owns the 
medical practice Western Reproductive Medicine in 
Westchester County, NY. She writes, “My oldest son 
will graduate from SUNY New Paltz this semester, 
my next son is working as an au pair in Paris, 
France, and my third son just started his first se-
mester at Cornell.” This busy doctor and mom wish-
es she could be playing more tennis. In response to 
our online survey, she reports the person who had 
the greatest impact on her at Cornell: “Maureen, my 
dear friend and roommate, who was my role model 
and is the reason I became a doctor!”

Amanda Haynes updated us on her move to 
Nashville, TN, where she is an associate director at 
UBS. Steve Peters, MBA ’84, another classmate in 
the financial sector, writes, “Having spent 22 years 
working for NYC banks in commodity groups, for 
the last several years I’ve been working as a con-
sultant on commodity-related financings in vari-
ous parts of the world (with the most opportuni-
ties in Africa). I’m involved in the financing of an 
affordable housing project in a suburb of Nairobi, 
Kenya. I have yet to visit Africa, but look forward 
to a trip if/when one of these deals closes!” Mark 
Daniels has been appointed general counsel at 
Twist Bioscience, “a company accelerating science 
and innovation through rapid, high quality DNA 
synthesis on silicon.” The company press release 
highlighted Mark’s many accomplishments. “Mark 
brings more than 25 years of experience as a sea-
soned legal officer with extensive technology and 
biotechnology industry expertise at Fortune 500 
companies,” including Broadcom and Amgen. Mark’s 
work experience included not only work in biotech 

law, but as a law clerk to Judge Tevrizian on the 
Federal District Court in Los Angeles, as well as 
serving as an adjunct professor of law at Pep per-
dine U. School of Law. We wish Mark luck at his 
new appointment!

In the category of news I wish I could report 
from my own life, Gary Daniel had a nice get-to-
gether with fellow ’84ers Karl Groskaufmanis and 
Gordon Pratt. They sailed from Miami Beach to Key 
Largo and back on a perfect warm and sunny South 
Florida weekend. (I know I’m not the only one envi-
ous of this news!) I will finish with personal news. 
I completed my third marathon in early October. 
The Wineglass Marathon starts in Bath, NY, and 
ends on the beautiful streets of Corning, NY. The 

communities we pass through give the runners an 
amazing and energizing reception. My very vocal 
support team included three of my children (Patrick, 
Meg, and Kate) and family friend Sam Baxter ’16. 
My rock and loving partner in crime for the last 35 
years (nearly 28 years of marriage) is husband Kevin 
McCormick. He walked/ran with me for the last 
three miles of the race, helping to propel me to the 
finish line—where he reminded me that though I 
ran 26.2 miles, he ran/walked three, so he was VERY 
tired. He always supports me in my crazy exploits!

Whether you have a new job, move to a new 
city, or have travel or family news, please let us 
know so we can share the news. C Catherine 
“Kitty” Cantwell, catherinejcantwell@gmail.com; 
Janet M. Insardi, insardij@hotmail.com.

‘We recently published a scientific  
paper disproving the “five-second rule.”’Don Schaffner ’83            

85 Hello, Class of 1985! Fall is here 
and it is football season! At 
this writing, the Cornell Big Red 

football team is 3-2. Already better than our senior 
year when we started with the “Drive For Five” and 
ended up with the “Plea For Three.” Hopefully this 
team will continue with wins!

Denis Hurley (Delmar, NY) writes that he is 
now the assistant attorney general in the Civil 
Recoveries Bureau of the Office of the NYS Attorney 
General. He has been there four years, after being 
a private sector attorney for more than 20 years. 
He and wife Anne enjoy running and recently com-
pleted a half-marathon in Saratoga Springs. Their 
son, Denis ’14, is in his second year of Cornell Law 
School, and daughter Grace ’16 is at Boston U. 
Law. Eric Anderson is now in Hilo, HI, as a pastor 
at Holy Cross UCC after serving 17 years on the 
staff of the Connecticut Conference, United Church 
of Christ. Quite the change of scenery!

Mehmet Gokay, MS ’85, is living in Istanbul, 
managing an NGO and consulting company. He 
married Alev in 2011. Eileen Cooper Ahvenainen 
(Sebastopol, CA) is working seasonally as a CPA 
tax accountant. She remembers great times with 
“the whole crew at Triphammer Co-op.” Eileen 
writes, “Raising our son with Asperger’s is an 
ongoing challenge for him, his sister, and us, but 
we are muddling through somehow.” My heart 
goes out to you, Eileen. Your son is lucky to have 
you all there for him.

Eldy Dale (Pittsford, NY) has a “busy inter-
nal medicine practice” in Rochester, NY. She has 
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seen Bill ’86 and Debbie Spampinato Wickham, 
George, PhD ’90, and Jill Blackstock Daddis, Bill, 
ME ’86, and Stephanie Liniger Page, and Cheryl 
Tiberio Ryan ’86 in New York, and plans to visit 
Bronwen Pugh Looby in Boston soon. Eldy is sorry 
to be missing the retirement party for Andrea 
Dutcher, MILR ’87, Cornell’s volleyball coach. 
Kevin Jones (Basking Ridge, NJ) writes that he 
founded Ambio Health and has developed a medi-
cal device to manage chronic diseases such as heart 
failure and diabetes to improve health outcomes 
while reducing overall healthcare costs. He says, “I’m 
trying to make a dent.” (I work in healthcare and 
this sounds like a great breakthrough!) Kevin’s old-
est daughter is in med school, his middle daugh ter 
is Cornell Class of ’18, and the youngest is apply-
ing to colleges. Kevin wishes he was “making the 
rounds at the Chapter House, the Connection, 
Johnny’s Big Red, Dunbar’s, and maybe the Palm 
Tavern.” Unfortunately, some of these are gone 
now, but the memories live on in legend.

David Jaroslaw is now a shareholder in the 
newly combined firm of Florida-based Greenspoon 
Marder and his NYC-based firm. He travels the world 
representing clients and meeting with expert wit-
nesses and is looking forward to diversifying their 
practice through affiliation with the larger firm. 
His son just finished his freshman year at Michigan, 
his older daughter is working on college applica-
tions, and the youngest, with a way to go, is in 
sixth grade. He would love to hear from Morten 
Solvik Olsen. Paul Haskel (NYC) is practicing law 
as a partner at Richards Kibbe & Orbe LLP, and his 
oldest child just started college at Lafayette.

Please share your news with us by e-mail, or 
reach out to us on the 1985 Cornell Facebook page. 
C Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett, cornett0667@comcast. 
net; Roberta Zwiebel Farhi, rfarhiesq@aol.com.

86 After graduation, my relation-
ship to Cornell consisted of 
attending most Reunions and 

regularly reading Class Notes, looking for familiar 
names. My involvement has increased steadily since 
meeting my b’shert (Yiddish for “meant to be”), 
Robert Mandelbaum ’81, who has always been a 
very active alumnus. As a now-active alumna, I 
am proud to be the newest class correspondent. I 
have lived in Atlanta since 2005. As a member of 
the medical school faculty at Emory U., I specialize 
in reproductive psychiatry. My two boys are full-
blown teenagers, challenging me at every step. In 
my spare time, when I am not stabbing myself with 
a felting needle or trying a new ethnic restaurant, 
I hunt online auctions for vintage Cornelliana.

In March 2016, I taught a class of master’s 
students who were part of the Sloan Program in 
Health Administration and spoke to Human Ecol-
ogy students interested in healthcare careers. 
Kathleen Laurence Bizer, with whom I shared 
many games of dots during lectures, drove up to 
Ithaca to see me in action. I am thrilled that 
Kathy is making a big move—from Connecticut to 
Georgia—to just about 45 minutes north of me. 
She has been writing, kayaking, and raising two 
sweet, strong, sassy daughters, ages 10 and 12. 
She recently traveled to Italy with her girls. She 
said to feel free to write her for moving advice, 
with news, and/or just to reach out.

Right before Reunion, I saw Richard Gold
stein, DVM ’90, starring in the musical Next To 
Normal at a community playhouse. When not tak-
ing center stage, Rich is the owner and operator 
of the Mobile Vet Squad, a veterinary hospital on 
wheels. You may have seen Rich combining his love 

of animals and the bright lights when watching 
the second season of the Animal Planet television 
series “Housecat Housecall.” Friends and sorority 
sisters (Alpha Gamma Delta) Irene Hendricks and 
Jennifer Ellenberg Bergen celebrated their 52nd 
birthdays together in Madison, CT. Many stories 
and laughs were shared, and well-deserved spa 
treatments ensued. They even squeezed in wine 
tasting, a harbor cruise, and a round of mini-golf!

I have had the opportunity to visit with my 
Low Rise 9 roommate, Alicia Fitscher, multiple 
times when she’s visited Atlanta for her work. 
Alicia and her spouse, Peter Au-Yeung, are remind-
ers of time long ago. The two, who met during 
their new class orientation, have been employed 
by Procter and Gamble in Cincinnati for more than 
30 years. Alicia, who did a Cornell Engineering 
Co-op, thought she would “try things out” with 
P&G after graduation; the experiment apparently 
worked out. Alicia is proud of her two children: 
Tiffany joined the family business at P&G last 
year; and Nicholas is finishing at Northwestern. To 
reward their excellent parenting, Alicia and Peter 
purchased Alicia’s dream car—a Lamborghini like 
the one she saw in Cannonball Run.

My childhood friend Lori Goldwasser Leiman 
is enjoying her life in South Florida. Lori was in-
troduced to her husband, Joe, by our high school 
and Cornell classmate Daniel Devine. Lori is a 
pediatrician with a large group practice, Pediatric 
Assocs. She feels very lucky to have an ideal bal-
ance of family and work life. Her oldest, Annie 
’17, is a senior Econ major at Cornell who already 
has a job offer in hand for after graduation. Her 
son is 19 and a sophomore at NYU, studying video 
game design. Lori’s “baby” is a 15-year-old high 
school sophomore who is both a great student 
and a volleyball player. Lori keeps her toe in the 
Cornell waters as a member of CAAAN in Florida. 
She says she’s amazed by the talent and intel-
ligence of the candidate pool she interviews. Dan 
Devine blames being a workaholic for the fact 
that he has not been back to the Hill in ten years 
or so. His 12-year-old son is in 6th grade and is 
inundated with homework. Dan needs to follow 
Amy Nadasdi’s lead. She and her 12-year-old 
daughter spent a week on campus this summer, 
experiencing CAU. Amy took a pottery workshop 
while her daughter participated in adventure 
camp. She writes, “Living in the new dorms on 
North Campus, eating at Purcell, and wandering 
campus brought back great memories.” Recently, 
Chris Burdick has been enjoying time on campus 
helping daughter Skylar ’20 settle comfortably 
into ILR and her Collegetown apartment.

Peter Quinter was recognized in Chambers 
USA 2016 in the “International Trade: Customs” 
category. Peter is the chair of the customs and in-
ternational trade law group in the Miami and Fort 
Lauderdale law offices of GrayRobinson. Carolyne 
Call, PhD ’04, has been chosen to lead development 
and communication at the Lancaster Theological 
Seminary’s graduate school. Author and artist En
rique Martínez Celaya is this year’s Dartmouth 
College Roth Distinguished Visiting Scholar. He is 
the first artist to receive the award. I encourage 
you to check out Enrique’s website: http://www.
martinezcelaya.com. His work is quite amazing!

Your class correspondents wish you a very, very 
happy new year, good health, and many successes. 
After you finish reading your copy of CAM, be sure 
to e-mail one of us with your news! C Toby Gold
smith, toby.goldsmith@gmail.com; Mike Wagner, 
michaelwagner@wowway.com; Nan cy Keates, 
Nancy.Keates@wsj.com. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

87 So, members of the Class of 
1987, in six months it will be our 
30th Reunion. Can you believe 

it? While you are counting down the months and 
days until you can reconnect with classmates on the 
Hill, here is what some of us have been up to lately.

Rebekah Sale, BA ’89’s daughter, Delilah 
Siegel ’20, started her freshman year at Cornell in 
the fall, marking the fourth generation of Rebek ah’s 
family to attend our alma mater. Delilah is thrilled 
to be carrying on the family’s Big Red tradition. 
Carol Buhrmann, BArch ’87, has been teaching 
archi tecture for 25 years, most recently at the 
Academy of Art U. in San Francisco, where her in-
struction focuses on studio design, theory, and 
history. In addition to teaching and being mom 
to twins who are high school freshmen, Carol has 
squeezed in time for sailing and traveling. She 
remains close with a group of fellow Architecture 
school graduates. Susan Dinan writes that she is 
dean of the Pforzheimer Honors College at Pace 
U., where she is a professor of history. Susan ab-
solutely loves her job and says, “Working with 
undergraduates is never dull!” 

Christine Shaw Palmquist, MBA ’88, is one of 
three US Paratriathlon national team coaches. At 
the Paralympic games in Rio on September 11, the 
team’s athletes earned four medals: two gold, one 
silver, and one bronze. Christine says she is prepar-
ing for the 2020 Paralympics in Tokyo. She notes 
that her journey as a professional coach started 
with Cornell rowing. For the last five years, Carolyn 
Goodman Pianin, MBA ’87, has been a senior VP 
with Arcturus Group, a real estate advisory firm 
that provides investment, operating, and special-
situation advisory services to institutional inves-
tors and high-net-worth families. Carolyn’s older 
daughter, Lilly, is a sophomore at Lafayette College. 
Her younger daughter, Florence, is in sixth grade.

Matthew Blair, PhD ’98, is an associate pro-
fessor of plant science and molecular genetics at 
Tennessee State U. Orren Schneider was a mem-
ber of a President’s Council of Advisors on Science 
and Technology (PCAST) working group on a proj-
ect titled “Science and Technology to Ensure the 
Safety of the Nation’s Drinking Water.” The project 
report was delivered to President Obama in Octo-
ber. Last year, Karen Clifford Parker took a posi-
tion as director of marketing at Innovetive Petcare, 
which owns and operates veterinary practices 
throughout the country. She says, “There’s noth-
ing better than loving what you do and being 
happy going to work every day.”

Sharon Dulberg has been an immigration at-
torney for the past 20 years. She is a principal in the 
San Francisco firm of McVey Mullery & Dulberg. She 
says her two kids are growing up fast and she wishes 
she had more time for running and vacation. Vance 
Berger is a mathematical statistician with the Na-
tion al Cancer Inst.’s Division of Cancer Preven tion. 
He is currently working on his second book on re-
search methodology in medical studies. He recently 
started an adult co-ed soccer league in Mont gomery 
County, MD. Vance says, “I would especially love to 
hear from alumni in the area who play soccer.”

Stephanie Greene Bosworth organized a bike 
outing on August 13 for the Cornell Club of Central 
New Jersey. The group rode from Lambertville to 
Lumberville and back, despite the 108-degree heat 
index. Stephanie says the group’s moderate pace 
and the shady towpath they followed “let the cool 
conversation flow, fostering characteristic Cornell 
camaraderie.” Boris Cvetkovski wrote to tell us he 
is the proud papa of a Cornellian. His daughter, 
Laura ’20, is a freshman in Arts and Sciences. Amit 
Batabyal just returned from a two-week tour to 
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‘Working with 
undergraduates 
is never dull!’Susan Dinan ’87            

Austria and Slovakia to present his research on 
the use of information and communication tech-
nologies and economic growth in smart cities. His 
daughter, Sanjana ’18, is a junior in CALS, majoring 
in Development Sociology. Don’t forget to write! 
C Liz Brown, etb29@cornell.edu; Heidi Heasley 
Ford, hhf6@cornell.edu; Whitney Weinstein Good-
man, wwg5@cornell.edu. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

88 One of our “what’s new” ques-
tions for this column was “Who, 
at Cornell, had the greatest 

impact on you?” We share our classmates’ memo-
ries, and other news, below.

Feleksan Firat Onar sends news from Istanbul, 
Turkey. “Since 2003 I have turned my admiration of 
glass into a personal business. I design and produce 
limited edition glass objects and sculptural art from 
glass. It varies from blown to cast forms in rela-
tively large sizes. We are thrilled to have our daugh-
ter Selin as part of the Class of 2019 at Cornell. I 
am very happy for her, and she loves it as much as 
I have.” Feleksan wishes she could visit Cornell 
more often, and adds, “I was there last February to 
visit Selin and spent my days at Uris Library, where 
I worked on my websites and finally launched them 
while I was there!” Reflecting on who had the 
greatest impact on her, she says, “I guess I would 
say Pina Swenson, my Italian professor. Both of 
my daughters have studied in Italian schools in 
Turkey, which is very rare, and they would not have 
if I did not have this great introduction to Italian 
at Cornell.” Feleksan would love to keep in touch 
with Charles Boorady ’86, Phil McCarthy ’86, 
Muriel Mizrahi Lasry, Bruce Gilardi ’85, Philippe 
Souroujon, Ramzi Schumann, and Javier Masias 
’86 (whom she hopes to visit in Peru one day).

Sandra Berzups Sprogis works on strategic 
planning, mergers and acquisitions, and large busi-
ness transformation projects at Thermo Fisher 
Scientific, the number one clinical trial supplies 
provider. She writes, “My husband and I are work-
ing our way around the 
world trying to knock off 
the top 100 golf courses 
in the world—golf and world 
travel, can’t beat it!” San-
dra says she wishes she 
could spend her time on 
more golf and non-business 
trav el, and with all the kids 
in her extended family, 
including godchildren. She 
shares that her volleyball coach, Andrea Dutcher, 
MILR ’87, had the greatest impact on her at 
Cornell. Sandra would love to hear from Mary 
Bowman ’87. Jill Ober lander reports that she is 
an elected member of the Board of Estimate & 
Taxation in Greenwich, CT. She reflects that Prof. 
Walter LaFeber, one of the country’s most distin-
guished historians, had the greatest impact on 
her at Cornell.

Susan Darke Bower writes, “I practice business 
and trust and estate litigation in California’s Silicon 
Valley. My oldest child, Christopher ’19, is a soph-
omore at Cornell and we love visiting him!” Cheryl 
Yancey-Biron works with CEOs and their leadership 
teams to help their companies grow, scale, and cre-
ate a culture of accountability. “My new company, 
LexaGen Freedom Accelerator, uses the principles of 
ScalingUp, and I am a member coach with Gazelles 
Int’l. Having scaled my own company, One Horn 
Transportation, I am excited to work with other 
mid-market companies to do the same.”

A bunch of Big Red Band alumni decided to 
celebrate our past or impending 50th birthdays by 
gathering for Homecoming in Ithaca. Making the 
trip was Victor Seidel (trumpet), Steve Santisi 
(tuba), Tom, MS ’89 (trumpet and drum major) 
and Jill Schiffhauer Baxter ’91 (flute), Tobe Mell
man Ruben, MD ’92 (mellophone), Gayle Shomer 
Brezicki ’89 (saxophone), and Peter Lee (trumpet), 
along with assorted family members. Victor, Steve, 
Tobe, and Gayle all took part in the Homecoming 
5K, with Victor and Steve making sure nobody felt 
lonely at the back of the pack! It was the week of 
Tobe’s 50th, and a trip up to the Saturday noon-
time clock tower chimes concert resulted in the 
chimesmaster ringing in “Happy Birthday” for all 
of campus to hear. Victor, Steve, and Tom marched 
on the field as part of the alumni marching band 
and felt they played no small part in helping 
Cornell drive the big win over Yale!

What are your fondest memories of Cornell? 
Please keep in touch via https://www.facebook.
com/groups/8476144284/, and continue to send 
us your news: C Andréa Meadow Danziger, alm46 
@cornell.edu; Brad Mehl bradmehl@gmail.com. 
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm.

89 Somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of 25 to 30 years ago, I 
met up with my dear friend 

Carol Borack Copenhaver at the Straight as she 
was finishing her shift there. I distinctly remember 
Carol coming out of her office, saying she had just 
learned about this new thing that her friend on 
another campus was using to send messages by 
computer. It was called . . . “e-mail.” (If I pause 
and focus carefully, I can almost hear the dramatic 
organ music in the background again.) I listened 
with skepticism, eyebrow arched appropriately, as 
Carol waxed rhapsodic on this wonder of techno-
logical communication. “What is this e-mail of 
which she speaks?” thought I. “Why, the only way 
‘e-mail’—such as it is—could possibly be bene-

ficial would be if it were 
widely used! And that most 
certainly will not happen.” 
(My memory is vague on 
this next part, but I feel it 
is best summarized by the 
phrase, “Because I do not 
understand it.”)

Flash forward to three 
days ago, when I joyfully 
sat down at my computer 

to compose a message to the alumni magazine 
staff stating that, alas, despite my very best ef-
forts to cajole and encourage my alum friends to 
send news, they had not done so, and (heavy 
sigh) I therefore could not possibly write a col-
umn for this edition as I had no information from 
which to compose. I added an obligatory sentence 
or two about how disappointed I was, how dis-
traught the situation made me, how despondent I 
had become, yadda yadda yadda, then clicked 
“send,” and promptly sat back to revel in the 
blessed relief of having avoided the most dreaded 
of all Damoclesian edges: the deadline.

Within minutes, however, my inbox chirped 
with the arrival of a missive from my Alumni Mag-
azine editor, happily informing me that several 
pages of updates had been e-mailed to me weeks 
before and (I cannot overstate the tone of enthu-
siasm inherent within this message) offering to 
re-send them to help me out. I sheepishly searched 
“Cornell alumni” through my inbox (1,500 strong 

and counting! Wooo!) and discovered the pages 
(and pages and pages) of updates. Imagine my 
joy. I would like to take the opportunity to pub-
licly thank Carol for introducing me to this mag-
nificent tool, this email. Which I still do not un-
derstand. But which I have grown to . . . Let’s just 
move on to the news, shall we?

Joe Tagliente writes that in addition to being 
an entrepreneur in residence at the Hotel school 
this year, his daughter will be graduating from there 
this year. Joe and wife Romie are, needless to say, 
very proud of Kristina ’17, and Joe says that his 
students “are passionate, creative, and energized, 
and it’s exciting to work with them on their amaz-
ing ideas and interests!” The Class of ’89 offspring 
are planted all over campus it seems, including 
Melinda Hammer Lehman’s oldest son, Matthew 
’19, Leslie Scheidt Redd’s son in the Class of 
2018, and Karyn Geller Lipsky’s son in the Class of 
2020. (Melinda, Leslie, and Karen were apartment-
mates back in the day. Maybe the three boys might 
bunk up too!) In addition to surviving the “crazi-
ness” of her younger son and daughter’s senior 
year of high school, Melinda graduated in May with 
a Master of Social Work and is now a therapist in 
a community-based clinic in White Plains, NY.

We received some truly unique and innovative 
news from Ulrike Szalay. Ulrike has founded the 
Canines-N-Kids Foundation (www.caninesnkids.org), 
whose mission is to put an end to the devastating 
cancers that afflict both kids and their canine com-
panions. Ulrike writes that there are several cancers 
that develop spontaneously in both kids and dogs, 
with similar progressions and side effects from 
treat ment too. As a result, research into these 
canine cancers can lead more efficiently to better 
treatment options for the pediatric cancers. Kristy 
Richards ’90, associate professor at the Cornell Vet-
er inary college and Weill Cornell Medicine, serves 
on the foundation’s medical and scientific board.

Michele Dowling Johnson writes that she and 
husband David live in Madison, NJ, and that she re-
cently joined Dean & DeLuca as SVP, sales and mar-
keting. Michele’s daughter, Nicole, is an 11th grader 
at Gill St. Bernard’s school, and her son, Christopher, 
is in ninth grade at the Hun School of Princeton. 
Michele has also become involved with the Cornell 
Alumni Admissions Ambassador Network (CAAAN) 
and the Human Ecology alumni board. Jamaican 
Mon Trevor Steer ventured back to the homeland 
this year and welcomed Sheri Appel-Takac ’90 and 
Debbie Lu ’90 for their first visits to the island. 
Trevor proudly reports, “They loved it!”—which 
goes without saying with Trevor as tour guide.

Richard King reflected that he remembered 
the Cornell pre-med office “being somewhat skep-
tical way back when,” but that he has been a 
trauma surgeon at SUNY Upstate in Syracuse since 
2014. Richard’s youngest son, Sebastian, finished 
the summer program this year and hopes to join 
Human Ecology next year. As for old Cornell con-
nections, Richard says Prof. Walter LaFeber had 
the greatest impact on him during his days on the 
Hill, and he would like to hear from Bill Anderson. 
C Kris Borovicka Gerig, kgerig@columbus.rr.com; 
Anne Czaplinski Treadwell, ac98@cornell.edu; 
Lauren Kidder McGarry, laurenkiddermcgarry@
gmail.com; Stephanie Bloom Avidon, savidon1@
hotmail.com.

90 Happy 2017, classmates! As 
challenging a year as 2016 
was, there were numerous 

times that Cornell alumni demonstrated their will-
ingness to help other Cornellians or their relatives, 
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even if not personally acquainted, and oftentimes 
the good deed was paid forward to other alumni.

My personal chain of good deeds started in 
Shanghai, when I visited Matt Tager ’83 in June. 
Matt lived in Shanghai for four years while de-
signing interiors for the restaurants at the new 
Disney park. I was fortunate to be invited to the 
pre-opening and also enjoyed a stay at the Toy 
Story Hotel. Matt told me that Disney had access 
to a lifeline in case of emergencies of all types, 
including medical. Not long after my trip, I saw 
on classmate Amy Geller ’s Facebook page that 
her daughter was also going to visit Shanghai and 
needed advice about food allergies and refrigera-
tion of special medications. I sent Amy a message 
and offered to get more medical care information 
from Matt in case her daughter had any medical 
emergencies during her school trip. Thankfully, 
Amy reported that the trip went well and the 
emergency information was not needed.

Fast forward to September, when former class 
correspondent Tamiko Toland asked the hivemind 
if anyone knew about Orlando attractions. Since 
Amy lives in Orlando, I ask her for advice and ex-
plained that Tamiko’s son Colin wanted to go to 
the Japan Pavilion at Epcot since he was not well 
enough to make the trip to Japan. I also gave Amy 
a little background about Colin’s battle with brain 
cancer, and Amy immediately offered her contacts 
with a local organization that grants wishes to 
sick children. Tamiko eventually messaged back to 
say that a different Cornell alum, Holly Hansen-
Uzcategui ’84, had stepped up to help with Epcot 
admission. Since Colin could not come to Japan, I 
also sent a little of Japan to Colin in a care pack-
age, including a Japan Red Cross fleece throw that 
I got autographed by Taro Daniel, a professional 
tennis player who is the son of Paul Daniel, MBA 
’90. Taro was in Osaka to play for Japan in the 
Davis Cup, so I asked Paul (whom I have never met 
in real life but am in touch with via Facebook) if 
Taro would mind donating an autographed racquet 
for an American Chamber of Commerce Japan char-
ity event. Paul not only arranged for Taro to sign 
the racquet, he also asked Taro to get me a ticket 
to watch the doubles match against Ukraine—a 
ticket that was worth more than gold because Kei 
Nishikori’s bronze medal at the Rio Olympics had 
caused a frenzy and tickets were long gone or very 
expensive through a ticket agency.

Another Cornellian who made another one of 
Colin’s wishes come true is Ithaca mayor Svante 
Myrick ’09, who declared September 12 Colin 
Hayward Toland Day, the same day Colin became 
Ithaca’s youngest police officer. In addition to the 
Ithaca Police Dept., Colin has been an honorary 
member of the Big Red hockey team, the Colgate 
football team, and numerous other organizations. 
I even spoke to Sarah Casanova, CEO of McDonald’s 
Japan, about Colin when she was in Kobe for the 
dedication of a new Ronald McDonald House. Colin 
had stayed in a Ronald McDonald house in Dallas, 
and Ms. Casanova said she was glad to know the 
facility makes a difference. I hope you will all 
choose to make a difference in 2017. Did you know 
that every January, Cornellians all over the planet 
engage in Cornell Cares Day? For more information 

on how to get involved, please visit: https://psc.
cornell.edu/alumni/cornell-cares-day.

Speaking of which, this is also the time of year 
that alumni are busy speaking with applicants to 
Cornell. If you would like to help, please visit caaan.
admissions.cornell.edu to sign up with the Cornell 
Alumni Admissions Ambassador Network (CAAAN). 
It is in the giving nature of Cornell alumni to par-
ticipate in volunteer projects in their community. 
Let’s do what we can to brighten the future. C Rose 
Tanasugarn; nt28@cornell.edu; Allan Rousselle, 
agr2@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

‘I remember how nature and weather 
had such an influence on everything.’Megan Fee Torrance ’92            

91 Greetings from Kennebunk, ME. 
We’ve just had a lovely but dry 
summer here in the Northeast, 

and a wonderfully warm October. It’s Halloween 
and I just got a cucumber from my garden! Just 

saying. This column will find you in the holiday 
season, hopefully enjoying the traditions that 
make you happy.

Speaking of things that make me happy, I 
was lucky enough to meet up with my freshman 
roommate and dear friend Julie Welch Alvarez 
’92, her husband, Chuck, and her lovely daugh-
ter, Olivia, this summer for a glorious day on 
Lake George. They had been visiting their young-
er son, Henry, who was attending a session for 
high school students at Cornell in the summer, 
and their older son, Andrew ’19, who started at 
Cornell last fall in the Engineering college.

We’ve heard from a number of classmates, so 
let’s get right to it. Timothy Reed is an anesthe-
siologist and medical director at Santa Fe Surgery 
Center in Lady Lake, FL. He has four children and 
is an avid triathlete, having completed his first 
full Ironman in Chattanooga, TN, in 2015. He 
looks forward to traveling when his kids are 
grown, and notes that Bob Cullen and Terry Cul
len, MBA ’66, lightweight football coaches, had 
a great impact on him at Cornell. Renee Exelbert 
(New City, NY) opened the Metamorphosis Center 
for Psychological and Physical Change to drive 
mind-body connections. Dianne Dilger Jacob son 
(Sebring, FL) writes that she loves to travel, es-
pecially to the Amazon and Australia. She’s just 
retired, and son Ben was married recently and 
lives in the UAE with new wife Audra. Dianne’s 
been in treatment for cancer and would love to 
hear from any classmates. She thanks Dr. Mover 
and Prof. Good from her time at Cornell.

Chan Roonprapunt wrote that he and his 
wife, Peggy, live in NYC. He is an assistant profes-
sor of neurosurgery at the Icahn School of Medi-
cine at Mount Sinai (neurosurgery department) 
and Spine Inst. of New York. Alarik Myrin is busy 
raising and marketing grass-fed beef. His twin 
14-year-old daughters, Ayla and Hannah, help on 
the farm, and Alarik notes he’d love to have more 
time to hunt and sail. Steve Hall—Alarik wonders 
if your offer to hunt white tails is still open. Also 
he thanks Prof. Wayne Knoblauch and his partial 
farm budgeting form, as they use it daily. Susan 
Rosenblatt and her husband, Chas Schumacher, 
live in Cambridge, MA.

Jeremy Sarachan is the department chair and 
associate professor of media and communication 
at St. John Fisher College. Robert Dunlap wants 
to reconnect with Stefan Zechowy. Robert is grate-
ful for his time at Cornell as it taught him to run 
for his life, he says. We’ve heard recently from Beth 
Chartoff, who leads a group of mentors who try to 
bring women into financial fields. She puts her 
Cornell Economics degree and Wharton MBA to 
work as senior managing director at GSO Capital 
Partners, the credit investment arm of the Black-
stone Group. “Finance is not rocket science,” Beth 
explains. “If you are a quick learner you can pick 
that up pretty quickly.”

Agnna Varinia Guzman lives in Toronto and 
works as a US immigration lawyer with Deloitte. 
She became a great-aunt in November 2015, with 
the birth of Greyson Trevor, her sister’s grandson. 
All that said, she’d like to be in Bora Bora. Tanya 
Ashley Lawson, JD ’91, says she feels blessed to 
live the life of her dreams. Since 2015, she’s been 
senior counsel at Florida Power & Light in Miami, 
FL. For many years, she was a partner in a national 
law firm. She has three children, two at Princeton 
and one in middle school. As to people who im-
pacted her at Cornell, Tanya says she can’t recall 
her name, but the woman who was in charge of 
financial aid was empathetic and generous, and 
that made a big impression. Tanya would love to 
hear from her roommate Benji.

Jennifer Leeds writes that she’s still with 
Novartis (almost 14 years!), heading the antibacterial 
discovery group out in Emeryville, CA. Her husband, 
Rob Hess, commutes one mile by bicycle to his job 
a patent attorney with Leydig, Voit, and Mayer. Their 
older son, Tjaden ’20, is now a freshman in A&S! 
They are thrilled to share an alma mater. Additionally, 
Jennifer volunteers in several mentoring organiza-
tions, including East Bay Col lege Fund, which was 
introduced to her by fellow alum and Cornell trustee 
Dale Rogers Marshall ’59. Jennifer had dinner with 
fellow Chi Omega sorority sister Katrine Bosley ’90 
in Boston this summer. The most impactful people 
at Cornell for her were her Microbiology professors, 
her husband, and her best friends and housemates 
Julie Voveris Furtado and Amy Lawrence Flueck.

I hope you all have a great 2017! Best of 
luck and good fortune. Send news to: C Wendy 
Milks Coburn, wmilkscoburn@me.com; Lori Wood
ring, lori.woodring@yahoo.com; and Tim Vanini, 
lavanooche@icloud.com. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

92 I’m writing this in October 
when the leaves are turning 
colors, the air is getting chilly, 

and the Hill is coming alive with fall. On a few 
remaining warm days, the sun will peek through 
and make sitting outside delightful.

My daughter, Emily, and I will head to Ithaca 
in a few weeks for our annual visit to Insectapalooza 
in the Entomology department and a weekend of 
all that autumn in the Finger Lakes can muster. By 
the time this is published, though, the ground will 
be covered in snow and the gorges will be splashed 
with ice. Students will be taking shortcuts through 
buildings to escape the damp wind, and the sun will 
go down all too early. One of the things I remem-
ber most about my days at Cornell is how nature 
and weather had such an influence on everything. 
Will we see you at Reunion, June 8-11, 2017? It 
seems hard to believe that nearly a quarter-century 
has passed since we graduated. With each passing 
Reunion, we get better lodging, better food, and 
better swag—aging has its perks!
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Adam Jordan is a user experience designer 

at Intel. His wife, Alice, is a VP at MobiTV. They’re 
living in Oakland, CA, with their daughters, Kaiya, 
10, and Mika, 7, who are both voracious readers, 
and artistic as well. The family has been able to 
enjoy vacations in Paris, London, Hawaii, and 
Costa Rica lately—life is good! Adam longs for 
the days with the Cornellians he lived with fresh-
man year. After transferring out of Cornell, Adam 
finished his degree in art and multimedia at the 
Chicago Art Inst. Time for a Class of ’92 book re-
lease party! Congratulations to Carter Wilson on 
the release of his fourth suspense novel, Revelation, 
in December from Oceanview Publishing. Carter’s 
recent novel, The Comfort of Black, became a USA 
Today bestseller and won the Colorado Book Award. 
Carter would love to hear from Tom Gorman, JD 
’97. And congratulations to Christian Brady (State 
College, PA) on the fall 2016 release of The Prose
lyte and the Prophet: Character Development in 
Targum Ruth, published by EJ Brill.

Look out, Big Red, here come our children! 
Marius Ghercioiu, ME ’92 (Austin, TX) is bringing 
his oldest son to campus for interviews. Marius is 
the co-founder of Apartment Butler Inc., a mobile-
first concierge service for apartment residents. 
Apartment Butler secured first-seed funding in 
August; the funds will be used to expand opera-
tions in Houston and launch in the Dallas market. 
Marius would like to hear from Elie Lobel, ME 
’92. Speaking of our children on campus, Natalie 
Portillo Aloia’s son, Matteo ’20, is a freshman in 
the College of Engineering, giving her lots of ex-
cuses to visit Cornell. That’s a long trip because 
she’s working as a pediatrician in Houston.

I have a great idea for anyone who’d like easy 
access to their Cornellian and future Cornellian 
children, or just a good excuse to spend a lot of 
time back in Ithaca. Emily Franco (eaf11@cornell. 
edu) has been operating At the Corner vacation 
rental property in Ithaca for almost ten years 
(while working full time, too!) and she’s ready to 
sell. If this sparks your interest, don’t hesitate to 
reach out to her. She’s also been really involved 
with the veterans group at Cornell and ran her 
first triathlon with Team RWB-Ithaca this sum-
mer. Emily reports that they saw many great 
Cornell veteran alumni at the first Cornell Veter-
ans Reunion Reception on June 11. Be sure to let 
Alumni Affairs know if you are a veteran and would 
attend another event next year! Jennifer Krain 
Wurtzburger (Scarsdale, NY) is a stay-at-home mom 
to two boys, ages 13 and 16. The boys are at 
Edgemont High School, and, she says, “Baseball 
and football are very much our lives these days.” 
Jennifer reports there are lots of Cornell alumni in 
the neighborhood, which is always fun.

Daniel Domenech is working as a senior hu-
man resources business partner for Dun & Brad-
street and—drum roll, please—was recently named 
VP on the board of the Cornell Latino Alumni Assn. 
Daniel just hit the 22-years-married mark. He and 
his wife have five children who are all doing great, 
with a senior looking at colleges and the youngest 
daughter already in middle school! If he could, 
Daniel would spend more time going to Mets and 
Jets games. He’d like to hear from Stan, Tom, 
Sean, Christine, and Tia (you know who you are). 
Dylan Willoughby, MFA ’95, recently co-produced 
and co-wrote the new EP for the band Kid Moxie, 
called “Perfect Shadow,” which has been featured 
on Nylon, Noisey/Vice, Bullett, and Flaunt.

Jean Kintisch and her husband, Todd Kan
torczyk, volunteer for the Cornell Alumni Admis-
sions Ambassador Network (CAAAN), meeting local 
high school students who are applying to Cornell. 

Check it out if this sounds like fun to you: http://
caaan.admissions.cornell.edu. Please keep in touch 
so we have more to share with you! Feel free to 
e-mail any of us or use the online form at: http:// 
www.alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.
cfm. Thanks! C Megan Fee Torrance, mmtorrance@
gmail.com; Jean Kintisch, jmk226@cornell.edu; 
Lois Duffy Castellano, LKD2@cornell.edu.

93 A very Happy New Year to all of 
you! “House of Cards” is com-
ing back to Netflix soon. Did 

you know that Ian Brown was cast in a speaking 
role? He played the part of “the Donor,” in Season 
4, Episode 7. Ian was first introduced to acting at 
Cornell via Acting 101. Way to go!

We heard from Maria Rizzo, MS ’93, who is 
working overseas as a research technician at the 
U. of Salerno in Italy. Fred Parker is a professor at 
Brigham Young U.-Hawaii and teaches in the hospi-
tality and tourism management department. After 
23 years in management and 20 years as a general 
manager, he decided to take his career in a differ-
ent direction, leaving the industry and accepting 
the position at Brigham Young. At BYU-Hawaii they 
have students from all over the world, with more 
than 70 percent of the students coming from Asia 
and the Polynesian Islands. “It was a tough decision 
leaving the industry,” he says, “but the opportunity 
to help shape the future of the industry was just too 
appealing, and the location was tough to pass up!” 
Congrats, Fred, and good luck in your PhD program.

Nancy Goldberg Laist hosted the first Cornell 
Club of Fairfield County wine tasting last spring, and 
another one in the fall at the Laists’ fabulous res-
taurant in downtown Stamford, CT, called the Fez. 
Gabriela SchultzeRhonhof launched an exciting 
new venture, TimTimTom.com. They publish per-
sonalized, bilingual books for kids in which you 
can customize the name and look of the child and 
choose two languages for the book to be printed 
in. Gabriela hopes it becomes a great language 
aid for multilingual families and kids learning a 
new language. Svetlana Kogan has just become a 
proud author of Diet Slave No More! The book is 
available on Amazon.com and in bookstores.

Have a fabulous 2017. Please send news to: C 
Theresa Flores, taf6@cornell.edu; Melissa Hart 
Moss, JD ’97, melimoss@yahoo.com; or Mia Black ler, 
miablackler@yahoo.com. Online news form, http:// 
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

94 Happy New Year! I hope  
everyone had a festive holi-
day season.

Back in October, the U. of North Carolina 
Press published Isles of Noise: Sonic Media in the 
Caribbean, by Alejandra Bronfman, associate pro-
fessor of history at the U. of British Columbia. The 
book chronicles the development of broadcasting 
in Haiti, Jamaica, Cuba, and the Dominican Re-
public. After graduating from Cornell, Alejandra 
received a PhD in history from Princeton and was 
an assistant professor at the U. of Florida and at 
Yale. More news from academia: Virginia Tech’s 
Rafael Davalos, a professor of biomedical engi-
neering and mechanics who has contributed to 
the fields of cancer detection and treatment, was 
named L. Preston Wade Professor. He earned his 
master’s and PhD from UC Berkeley.

I love it when alums answer all the questions 
on our news form! Suzanne Perry made me laugh 
out loud with her response to the question, “Who 
is an old Cornell friend you’d like to hear from?” 

She wrote, “What do you mean? Cornell friends 
never get old!” Suzanne is an attorney at the 
Overseas Private Investment Corp., the US Govern-
ment’s Development Finance Institution, which 
pro vides loans that support renewable energy proj-
ects, sustainable farming, microfinance, and emerg-
ing markets investment funds. She wrote, “My 
better half and I have an amazing daughter, Jes-
sica, now 3-1/2. For years I was an avid dancer of 
Argentine tango. Between juggling parenting, 
work, and a couple of fixes needed to my feet, my 
main dance activity lately has been watching my 
daughter’s dance lessons and practicing with her 
in the living room. Looking forward to getting 
back into dancing in my own right.” When asked 
if there was anything else she wished she could be 
doing, she responded, “Rereading all the novels 
that were part of my English major. I’m not sure I 
realized what a treat that was at the time!” As for 
people who had the greatest impact on her dur-
ing her time on the Hill, Suzanne cited professors 
Sandra Bem and Lynda Bogel.

According to MarketWatch, 55 percent of 
Americans opt not to take all their paid vaca-
tion—which is why Paul Donahue’s epic adven-
ture last summer sounds so refreshing. “My wife, 
my two kids, and I bought a truck and a fifth-
wheel RV earlier this year as part of our plan to 
spend the entire summer on the road. We were in 
Ithaca for two days as part of our 68-day, 30-state 
adventure around the US. It was a terrific way to 
leave the daily grind behind, see our beautiful 
country, and bond as a family. Unfortunately, now 
it’s back to work and school, though we’ll always 
cherish the memories.” When they’re not travel-
ing, Paul and his family live in Mountain View, 
CA. Chris Laughton (Enfield, CT) is the director 
of knowledge exchange at Farm Credit East. As 
an active volunteer for the USAID Farmer-to-
Farmer program, which matches Americans who 
work in agriculture with farmers in developing 
nations, he has traveled to Tajikistan, South Af-
rica, Guinea, Haiti, and Nigeria. Chris graduated 
from Cornell with a BS in Horticulture and went 
on to get an MBA at UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of Management.

Also in Connecticut, Dan Burgess transitioned 
last year from advertising to a job in digital mar-
keting strategy at Boehringer Ingelheim in Ridge-
field. He and his wife live in a historic home in 
Redding with their two children, a boy, 5, and a 
girl, 20 months. Farther afield, Puerto Rico resi-
dent and engineer Enrique VilaBiaggi, MCE ’95, 
was elected chair of the Cornell University Council 
for a term of two years. From Hong Kong, Sean 
Alexander, MBA ’01, reported that he completed 
the Maastricht Ironman to raise $25,000 for www.
childsdream.org. The charity focuses on improv-
ing opportunities for children in Myanmar, Laos, 
Cambodia, and Thailand. Ed Berrios, JD ’94 (Un-
ion, NJ) is executive claims director for Chubb. 
“Doing a lot of hiking, backpacking, and kayaking 
with my wife, Mary, as we plan to get ready to 
hike the Appalachian Trail in 2018.”

Speaking of active alumni, my former roomie 
and great friend Kirstyn Cassavechia Smith recent-
ly ran a 5K. Last year, she was also team captain of 
the Rochester Red Wings Beep baseball team when 
her city of Rochester, NY, hosted the Beep Baseball 
World Series. The sport is a form of baseball for 
the blind, where the balls and bases emit a series 
of beeps to guide players. C Dika Lam, dikaweb@
yahoo.com; Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik, dmp5@
cornell.edu; Jennifer Rabin Marchant, jar1229@
yahoo.com. Online news form, http://alumni. 
cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.
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95 Thanks to everyone who sent 
news! We are posting questions 
on our Class of 1995 Facebook 

page to increase engagement with people on social 
media. Please “like” us and answer some of our 
interesting queries.

After 20 years in consulting, Mindy Goodman 
Sickle reports that she’s now working in industry. 
In April 2016, she accepted a job at Janssen R&D 
(a Johnson & Johnson company) as a director in 
R&D IT, supporting global medical safety. She has 
three kids, Preston, 12, Jordyn, 10, and Spencer, 
7. Speaking of recent job moves, Laurent Paty, 
MBA ’95, moved to France in summer 2016 and 
has been in commercial strategy and operations at 
Amadeus for one year. Laurent isn’t the only ’95er 
living abroad. Stephen Church says that he is still 
with the Peace Corps, but recently transferred from 
El Salvador (where sadly the Peace Corps suspend-
ed operations due to the ongoing security situation 
in the country) to Ecuador, where he is director of 
programming and training.

Victor TancrediBallugera is living in Oakland 
and is an IT system administrator at Premier 
Nutrition, the makers of PowerBar. His second 
daughter was born in 2015, and he says, “Our 
house is filled with running and crawling feet.” 
He wishes he had time to do more volunteering 
and would also like to hear from old friend Santos 
Ortiz, who left Cornell after sophomore year. Carl 
Mungan, PhD ’95, was recently promoted to full 
professor in physics at the US Naval Academy. He 
has been married to Peckbee (Lim), GR ’9193, 
since 1992, and they have two children, Evan and 
Annabel. Who would Carl like to hear from? “Prof. 
Al Sievers, Physics lab friends, former Navigators, 
CBS friends, and Heights Court housemates.”

Erika Fulkerson Howerton is working for In-
tel Corp., where she recently moved into a new 
mergers and acquisitions role with Intel Capital. 
“We recently bought an RV and have been visit-
ing the national parks,” she adds. “We live in an 
incredibly beautiful country!” She said she was 
able to connect with Heidi Kelkenberg Feltz 
and had a great visit with Bernardo Santos ’94; 
she hopes to see Maneli Wilson ’97, her little Pi 
Beta Phi sister. “My sorority sisters at Pi Beta 
Phi were truly inspirational—outstanding young 
women who were striving for goals that I had 
never even considered.” Got any freshman mem-
ories to share? Reach out to us. C Scott Lajoie, 
scottlajoie@hotmail.com; Steven Strell, strells@ 
mac.com. Class website, http://classof95.alumni. 
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://www.alumni. 
cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

96 Happy New Year! Carl Daw
son, MPS ’96, based in Paris, 
is “transitioning to the ‘fin-

tech universe’ after various missions in trade and 
investment promotion (OECD, American Chamber 
of Commerce in Morocco).”

Felix Lung, ME ’97 (NYC; fl10@cornell.edu) 
writes, “I am currently the CTO/co-founder of ZOLA 
Wedding Registry. We’re a three-year-old startup 
based here in NYC. I’ve been married now for ten 
years! Ran my first marathon in November 2014, 
the NYC Marathon. Now I have run seven marathons 
and one ultramarathon. Will be running Chicago 
and NYC this fall.” Justine Harrison (Las Vegas, 
NV; jah2@cornell.edu) just returned from a month 
in Africa on a “self-fly safari,” flying a small plane 
through South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Botswana. 
“It was a transformational trip, and my perspective 
on the world is forever changed,” she says.

Mark Dubovy is the president/owner of Moun-
tain Resort Concierge, based in Vail, CO. “We are 
a lifestyle management company offering one-
stop shopping for vacation needs with a focus on 
the secondary home rental market. Once someone 
books accommodations, we contract with a vari-
ety of third-party vendors to set up numerous 
hospitality amenities ranging from restaurant res-
ervations and transportation to concert tickets, 
ski/bike equipment, and groceries all delivered to 
their door.” More info can be found at their web-
site, www.mountainresortconcierge.com. Alexan
der Sapundshiev, MBA ’99 (ass7_99@yahoo.com) 
writes, “I’m currently involved in the feasibility 
and planning stages of a new state-of-the-art 
university colocation center in the northeast of 
England.” He wishes that he could re-visit the 
Middle East, and has been focusing on his health, 
diet, nutrition, and exercise. Alexander would like 
to hear from Fairouz AlOthman ’95, and he 
says that Prof. Leo Renaghan had the greatest 
impact on him at Cornell.

Be on the lookout for a News and Dues mailing 
from your class in the coming months. In the mean-
time, please send news via the online news form, 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.
cfm, or directly to: C Class of 1996, c/o Cornell 
Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, 
Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail, abb83@cornell.edu.

97 Happy New Year! Matthew Hart
man (mshhartman@gmail.com) 
is the recipient of the 2016 

RSNA (Radiology Society of North America) Hon-
ored Educator Award that recognizes his commit-
ment to radiology education. He lives in Pittsburgh, 
PA, with wife Amy and children Luke and Caroline. 
Matt joined the Cornell Admissions Ambassador 
program and helps interview applicants in the 
Pittsburgh area.

Michael Gorra, DVM ’97, writes, “Currently 
in my 11th year as owner of Aspetuck Animal 
Hospital in New Preston, CT. In 2006, classmate 
Trish Grinnell, DVM ’97, joined me, and in 2011 
we became partners. We both practice a healthy 
balance between work and non-work and are quite 
active in the community. I live in Washington, 
CT, with my wife, Michelle, and daughters Mad-
eline, 17, and Abigail, 14, and Trish lives in 
nearby New Milford, CT, with her husband, Ben, 
daughter Katie, 16, and son Andrew, 14. My dad, 
Ferris Gorra ’64, DVM ’67, officially retired in 
October 2015, but he can still be seen around 
the clinic a few days each week.”

Be on the lookout for a News and Dues mailing 
from your class in the coming months. In the mean-
time, please send news via the online news form, 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.
cfm, or directly to your correspondents: C Erica 
Broennle Nelson, ejb4@cornell.edu; or Sarah 
Dear dorff Carter, sjd5@cornell.edu.

98 If you haven’t been back to 
our beloved Cornell in a while, 
I suggest you go! When I ven-

tured there to move my nieces into their dorms in 
August, I felt that Cornell spirit coursing through 
the entire campus and it was invigorating. I felt 
18 years old again! Do you remember the first time 
you visited? How about the last time? Share with 
us your Big Red memories—both old and new.

Doug West joined the NYC-based TPG Archi-
tecture as design director in September 2015. Doug 
and his wife, Melanie (Acostavalle) ’99, welcomed 

daughter Juliette Calla on May 19, 2016. She ar-
rived in perfect form and will enjoy an extensive 
wardrobe including three Cornell onesies worn by 
her older brother Lucas, 4, a new Cornell onesie 
with the revamped logo, one pair of Cornell socks, 
and two Cornell sweatshirts. She is all set for hockey 
season! Nadia Wong is currently performing ophthal-
mology research at Johns Hopkins. Victoria Chiu 
D’Amelio, MS ’98, is a senior program manager at Wal-
mart Global Ecommerce. Joshua Malkin is current-
ly the chief investment officer of the Malkin Group 
at Morgan Stanley. In his spare time, he enjoys 
playing golf and spending time with his family.

Having worked at Procter & Gamble for nearly 
two decades, Michelle Vaeth joined Aspen Dental 
Management Inc. (ADMI) as VP of public relations 
and corporate communications in September 2016. 
She is responsible for the development and deliv-
ery of communication strategies and plans to sup-
port and strengthen the brand reputation of the 
company. A strong community leader, Michelle 
has also served as president of the Junior League 
of Cincinnati. Naoko Okamura, MPS ’98, writes 
from Japan, “I’m the national public official at the 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, 
and Technology for the Japanese government.” 
She also shares that Prof. Judith Reppy, PhD ’72, 
is the Cornellian who had the greatest impact on 
her during her studies on the Hill.

Thank you for sharing your good news with 
us. You can access the online news form at: http://
www.alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.
cfm. Or e-mail either of your class correspondents; 
we would love to hear from you! C Uthica Jinvit 
Utano, udj1@cornell.edu; Toni Stabile Weiss, 
tls9@cornell.edu.

99 I’m writing this class column 
just after dragging my two 
kids to the nearby precinct to 

vote. To vote this morning, I sifted through the 
depths of my dresser to find an old T-shirt that I 
first wore in 1996 when I stood out on Ho Plaza 
to encourage all of you to register to vote. I took 
one look at that ’96, did the math, and decided 
that my shirt is “vintage” . . . and so am I. But, 
hey, at least the shirt still fit.

And now for some professional updates. Ter
rance Evans, a partner in the San Francisco office 
of Duane Morris LLP, was just named to an advi-
sory board of the Minority Corporate Counsel Assn. 
He is the co-chair of his office’s diversity and in-
clusion committee and serves as the West Coast 
vice chair of the firm’s banking practice group, 
representing clients in complex commercial liti-
gation in the areas of commercial banking, real 
estate, and insurance coverage. He was a Cornell 
Tradition Fellow. In Brooklyn, Sara Elinson, MBA 
’99, recently joined Ernst & Young’s fintech trans-
actions team as a principal. She will continue to 
advise companies on growth strategies including 
M&A, JVs, and new market entries.

Carlos Garriga, MCE ’99,  writes from Madrid, 
where he was appointed the chief information of-
ficer of IE Business School this summer. Andrew 
Freeman was recently promoted to associate pro-
fessor of medicine at National Jewish Health in 
Denver, CO, where he lives with his wife and three 
kids. He has been practicing preventive and gen-
eral cardiology for the last seven years there.

As always, we welcome tips and gossip sent 
via e-mail and snail mail. Please send your news 
to: C Melanie Acostavalle West, melaniegrayce 
west@gmail.com; or Heather Hollidge Madland, 
hmadland@gmail.com.
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01 Does anyone have time to watch 
TV anymore? Two new dramas 
seem to have used our class as a 

focus group: NBC’s “This is Us,” about a group of 
36-year-olds with unexpected connections and plot 
twists, and ABC’s “Designated Survivor,” which 
kicked off with the back-up president getting sworn 
in while wearing an old Cornell hoodie. Clearly we’re 
a target audience! Just imagine how many other 
concepts our hot demographic subset could inspire. 
The Food Network alone could schedule hours of 
programming—perhaps anchored by a bicoastal 
fine-dining competition starring Will Guidara of 
Manhattan’s exalted Eleven Madison Park and Brian 
Canlis of Seattle’s iconic Canlis restaurant?

Despite my best efforts, however, most of my 
precious TV time did end up devoted to coverage of 

00 Hello classmates, and Happy 
New Year! I hope 2017 is filled 
with time with close friends, 

good health, and happiness for all of you!
Chris Lucas recently married Dawn Mae on 

Scusset Beach in Sagamore, MA. The couple then 
spent two weeks in Iceland. They also traveled to 
San Francisco to celebrate the wedding of Daniella 
Oana ’99. Also in attendance were Anthony Chang, 
Suzanne Guziec, MAT ’01, and TJ Duane ’99, all of 
whom were RAs together in Dickson Hall. Terrance 
Savitsky, MILR ’00, works as a research mathe-
matical statistician for the US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, developing Bayesian statistical meth-
ods to improve the efficiency of published official 
statistics. He enjoys life in D.C.

Jedediah Teres was recently named a 2016 
New Jersey Teaching Fellow by the Woodrow Wil-
son National Fellowship Foundation. The highly 
competitive program recruits both recent gradu-
ates and career changers with strong backgrounds 
in science, technology, engineering, and math and 
prepares them specifically to teach in high-need 
secondary schools. Each Fellow receives $30,000 to 
complete a specially designed, cutting-edge mas-
ter’s degree program based on a year-long class-
room experience. In return, fellows commit to teach 
for three years in the urban and rural New Jersey 
schools that most need strong STEM teachers. 
Throughout the three-year commitment, fellows 
receive ongoing support and mentoring. Based 
in Arizona, Melissa Ludi Quercia has her own 
accounting firm, providing a variety of services 
for small businesses and individuals. Melissa says, 
“It’s very fulfilling helping people in this capaci-
ty; I enjoy my work.” She also reports that her son 
attends Basis and is thriving in the college-prep 
environment. In response to the question about 
an old Cornell friend you’d like to hear from, 
Melissa writes, “Eduardo Rifenburg, MBA ’10—we 
graduated in the winter of 1999 together. Hope 
you’re doing well!”

I’d like to close this column by highlighting a 
question on our Class Notes form. It asks, “Who, at 
Cornell, had the greatest impact on you?” I love 
seeing the answers to this question, as the warmth 
in the responses resonates with me. Melissa Ludi 
Quercia shared, “Amy Monti Stein ’98 helped me 
through some hard times in my life, at Cornell and 
outside of it. A great person, I will always cherish 
her.” Terrance Savitsky responded, “Harry Katz, for 
the intellectual curiosity to know more that he in-
spired.” I hope some of you make sending updates 
your New Year’s resolution! I’d love to hear from 
you! C Christine Jensen Weld, ckj1@cornell. 
edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm.

Election 2016, especially as the serious analysis and 
sidesplitting satire merged in those final months. As 
I write this, it’s hard to imagine that it will finally 
be over by the time this column gets published. 
Whatever the outcome, we’re sure to see more fa-
miliar faces from our alma mater engaged in na-
tional conversations about our country’s future, in-
cluding a slate of impressive women from our class. 

Sarah Cupp ’00, now better known as “S.E.,” identi-
fies as Class of 2000 because she graduated early—
but we’ll always remember her as our classmate, 
creator of the Cornell Daily Sun’s “Sarah’s Wacky CD 
Giveaway” contest and a muse for college band 
Keyser Soze. Catch her as a conservative pundit on 
CNN and on Twitter as @secupp, or occasionally as 
a guest on “Real Time With Bill Maher [’78].”

We can count on Elizabeth Herman, US 
Sen ate legislative counsel and a Cornell Club of 
Washington VP, to keeps us posted on what’s hap-
pening on the Hill, whether it’s a birds-eye view of 
a presidential debate or an early look at the new 
Smithsonian National Museum of African American 
History and Culture. At the latter’s exhibit on Edu-
cation and Religion in the North, she sent us a 
photo of a Cornell banner from the early 20th cen-
tury that had belonged to Frank Thompson ’24, 
with a description noting that the first African 
American student graduated from Cornell in 1890 
and the first African American fraternity started 
there in 1906. “It was great to see a piece of 
Cornell history in this phenomenal new museum,” 
she writes. Follow her on Twitter, @Gothama1. Seri-
al entrepreneurs and wonder twins Miki Agrawal 
and Radha Agrawal turned the beat around at the 
White House’s new South by South Lawn (SXSL) 
festival this fall, DJ’ing the party and chatting 
with President Obama. Following up on the taboo-
busting success of THINX, attractive underwear 
for women with periods, now comes Icon, “pee-
proof underwear for unapologetic bodies.” Follow 
Miki on Twitter, @twinmiki.

Classmate Lauren Wallach Hammer surely had 
her fill of both presidential candidates long before 
November 8, living just a few blocks from Trump 
National Golf Course and a few miles from the 
Clinton residence in Westchester County, NY. While 
happy to keep a lower profile than either of these 
neighbors, she would like to share that she and her 
husband, Jason, welcomed daughter Alexa Rose 
in December 2015. “Big brother Max loves having 
a sister to play with!” she writes. Swinging down 
to Florida, congrats to Anastasios Kastrinakis 
on joining Duane Morris LLP’s corporate practice 
group in Miami, focusing on taxation of cross-
border and domestic mergers and acquisitions 
and related issues, including investment fund 
formation and private equity transactions. He 
also represents taxpayers undertaking voluntary 
disclosures under the IRS Offshore Voluntary Dis-
closure Program and advising non-US individuals 
and families on pre-immigration tax planning.

Looking ahead to the summer, while we don’t 
have a Reunion this year, some of us are sure to 
get together and make some new memories. Let’s 
get some inspiration from a group of classmates 
who shared an epic adventure last year: Ryan 
“Mac” McCarthy and wife Krystal, Scott Roby ’99 

and wife Ashley, and Richy and Emily Sullivan 
Petrina ’04 chartered a 44-ft. catamaran and 
spent a week sailing around the Costa Smeralda in 
Sardinia, Italy. “The water was absolutely stun-
ning, and you can bet that with several Hotelies 
on board, the food was pretty epic,” Ryan writes. 
“I wish had taken a sailing course at Cornell on 
Cayuga Lake, but it is a great reason to visit Ithaca 

in the future! The next goal is to pick up racing and 
join a crew on a race from L.A. to Hawaii.” Ryan 
lives in Orange County, CA, where he works as di-
rector of acquisitions at Sunstone Hotel Investors.

Between devouring issues of this magazine, 
make sure to follow our Facebook and Twitter 
channels (@Cornell2001) for classmate photos, 
announcements, and other updates. If you’re in-
terested in joining our class officers as vice pres-
ident, Reunion co-chair, publicity chair, webmas-
ter, or in some other capacity, please reach out to 
Nathan Connell at nconnell@gmail.com. And if 
you’d like to join me as a class correspondent or 
share some news, e-mail me: C Nicole Neroulias 
Gupte, nicolemn6@gmail.com.

02 Happy New Year! Evan Earle, 
MS ’14 (efe4@cornell.edu) 
writes, “I’m managing the 

history of our fine institution as the Dr. Peter J. 
Thaler ’56 Cornell University Archivist. In July, I 
married Nichole Szembrot, PhD ’14, at Belhurst 
Castle. The vows were completed with a ceremonial 
puck drop using a Cornell game puck from Lynah 
Rink. The event included numerous Cornellians, 
particularly from the Class of 2002.”

Cheryl Engelhardt (cheryl@cbemusic.com) 
writes, “I continue to work as a film and commer-
cial composer in addition to offering mentorship 
courses for musicians. As a singer-songwriter, I 
released my fourth record earlier in the year, 
called ‘Inevitably,’ which is composed of duets and 
collaborations. I’m currently working on finding 
partnership in licensing the record to TV shows 
and films.” She adds, “My husband and I officially 
adopted Oliver, a basset hound, and moved to our 
dream home in New Paltz, NY.” Cheryl would love 
to get in touch and collaborate with more Cor-
nellians in the music, advertising, and film indus-
tries. At Cornell, David Borden and Scott Tucker in 
the Music department had a great impact on her. 
“They shuffled me through a double major and 
showed me how to get clear on and prioritize 
what is really important to me.” Susan McAvoy 
Owens (susanowens27@gmail.com) is a stay-at-
home mom, and she recently welcomed their third 
child, Abigail Claire, in March 2016. Abigail joins 
big brother Ethan, 6, and big sister Ivy, 4.

Drorit Cohen Beckman is a senior grant de-
velopment officer at Bergen Community College, 
and is married with two “boisterous” boys. David 
Tay, BArch ’02 (tay_david@yahoo.com) is an eq-
uity derivatives broker and is “now a family man.” 
He wishes he could be doing real estate and archi-
tectural design. Inger Burnett-Zeigler (inger@
becomingonewellness.com) writes, “In spring 2016, 
I launched BecomingOne Wellness consulting, 
which provides education, training, and consultation 

‘It was great to see a piece of Cornell  
history in this phenomenal new museum.’Elizabeth Herman ’01            
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‘The vows were completed with a  
ceremonial puck drop.’ Evan Earle ’02            

to individuals, organizations, and corporations 
looking for ways to manage stress and improve 
functioning and well being among its members.” 
Inger lives in Chicago and works as a clinical psy-
chologist and assistant professor of psychiatry 
and behavioral sciences at Northwestern U. She 
says she wishes she had more time to travel and 
participate in yoga retreats.

Be on the lookout for a News and Dues mailing 
from your class in the coming months. In the mean-
time, please send news via the online news form, 
http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.
cfm, or directly to your correspondents: C Jeffrey 
Barker, jrb41@cornell.edu; or Carolyn Deck
inger Lang, cmd35@cornell.edu.

03 Fall is descending upon the 
Midwest as I write, and Katie 
Nelson Schoenberg is head-

ed back to Ithaca for the Trustee-Council Annual 
Meeting (TCAM).

Stephen Lichaw, MBA ’03, writes, “I con-
sult with biotech companies looking to expand 
their portfolio of clinical or near-clinical stage 
therapeutics via in-licensing, co-development, or 
acquisition. One company in particular that I am 
working with focuses on oncology; however, its 
management has expertise beyond oncology in 
fields including autoimmune, inflammatory, and 
cardio-renal. The company is currently conduct-
ing a pivotal trial with their lead drug and has 
other therapeutics currently in clinical develop-
ment.” Thanks for the interesting news, Stephen! 
We also heard from Scott Swiger, MMH ’03, that 
he is now VP Culinary Excellence, Spectra by Com-
cast Spectator. Congratulations, Scott!

Douglas Wheeler (d.wheeler22@gmail.com) 
writes, “I graduated from Cornell’s medical school 
with my MD/PhD in 2015 and am doing my post-
doctoral fellowship at the Dana-Farber Cancer 
Inst. and Broad Inst. of Harvard/MIT. One of my 
lab-mates is Cornellian Peter Choi ’02.” Douglas 
also added that he’d love to hear from anyone who 
taught BioBM 330 with him, as well as anyone 
whom he taught. He says that John VanArnam 
’02, senior lecturer Jim Blankenship ’76, MD ’80, 
and Prof. Susan Henry were the people who had 
the greatest impact on him at Cornell. Chinmai 
Sharma, MS ’03, writes, “I am now the chief reve-
nue officer for Taj Hotels Resorts and Palaces (since 
May 2015). I take care of all commercial efforts for 
the company including marketing, PR, sales, digi-
tal, loyalty, and revenue management.” Chinmai 
adds, “We have moved back to India after 15 years 
and are thoroughly enjoying it.” He says he would 
like to be doing more snorkeling in the Maldives!

We also heard from Howard Heching, MD ’07, 
who wrote, “Rachel Malamud-Heching ’08 and I 
recently moved to Overland Park, KS. I accepted 
a position as a pediatric cardiologist at Children’s 
Mercy Kansas City, and Rachel has started a tu-
toring company. We love the Midwest culture and 
couldn’t be happier with our move.” Howard add-
 ed, “We also welcomed a new future Cornellian 
into our family: Ezra Joshua was born on August 
2, 2016. We would be remiss not to mention that 

one of the reasons we chose the name Ezra is in 
honor of Ezra Cornell. Big sister Eliana is adjust-
ing well to the new addition and to the recent 
move, although she misses her friends Samantha 
and Maya, children of Karen Barrow and Leron 
Thumim, BA ’08.” Congratulations and welcome 
to the Midwest lifestyle, Howard! I look forward 
to hearing about the things our classmates are 

doing via news and notes submissions. Until then, 
all the best. C Jon Schoenberg, jrs55@cornell.
edu. Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm.

04 Greetings, Class of 2004. We 
are excited to see a lot of 
change on campus, specifi-

cally the action on the Ag Quad. Did anyone have 
the opportunity to make it to campus this year? 
The “urchin” sculpture in the Arts Quad—part of 
the Cornell Council for the Arts 2016 Biennial—
was a distinction.

While the students are enjoying their time on 
the Hill, some of our classmates are busy off cam-
pus. After a decade with Expedia, Vishal Singh, 
MMH ’04 (vs76@cornell.edu) is helping a few sea-
soned hoteliers launch a hotel management and 
development company. He is also consulting with 
the financial services community, exploring oppor-
tunities in the online travel industry. Vishal has a 
daughter, Anya, 6, and a son, Ajay, 2, and lives 
happily in Frisco, TX. He says that he and his fam-
ily don’t miss the snow! He would like to connect 
with fellow Hotelies and Cornell alumni. Vishal 
writes, “Our careers may have taken us all across 
the world, but we will always remain part of this 
wonderful community.” Besides his classmates and 
professors, Vishal says he was fortunate to have 
met some alumni that have revolutionized and dis-
rupted the hospitality and travel industry, and he 
is thankful to the Hotel school for that experience.

Alexander Koch welcomed a new baby, Gabri-
ella Joan, who was born on May 23. Parents Alex 
and Ellen are overjoyed at her arrival and look 
forward to hopefully having her visit Cornell for 
HEC in the spring. Francisco Jaime, MPS ’04, is 
working as a consultant and living in Mexico. He 
says that several professors at Cornell had a great 
impact on him.

Please continue to send updates on your 
life! You may send updates directly to me: C 
Jessi Petrosino MacMeekin, jessi.petrosino@ey. 
com, or at the online news form, http://alumni.
cornell.edu/participate.class-notes.cfm.

05 Happy winter, classmates! As 
usual, ’05ers are up to some 
amazing things. Scott Palguta 

is in his second year as head coach of the men’s 
soccer program at Colorado College. Anjali Dusija 
Agarwal, MMH ’05,  now runs asset management 
for Chartres Lodging and has a toddler boy and 
a baby girl.

Since 2013, Andy Pollock, ME ’05,  has been 
working as a software development manager at 
Amazon Robotics. He would love to hear from 

06 Happy New Year! As we enter 
the new year, let’s catch up 
with our Cornell friends and 

colleagues. After completing years of medical 
training, Rachel Shakked and her husband have 
finally started their careers as orthopedic sur-
geons. Rachel is working at the Rothman Inst. in 
the Philadelphia suburbs, and her husband is 
practicing at Premier Orthopaedics with a focus 
on sports medicine. They recently moved out of 
New York City to the Philadelphia area—and love 

Ilya Ryzhov ’04, ME ’05, and said Prof. Huseyin 
Topaloglu had the greatest impact on him at 
Cornell. Andy writes, “My son, Jonah Pierce, was 
born June 27, 2016, and we are loving our new 
role as parents.” Emmanuel Franjul, MBA ’11, is 
now partner at Frontier Capital, a Boston-based 
investment firm. He also joined the advisory board 
of the New Americans Integration Inst. at the 
Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy 
Coalition (MIRA), the largest organization in New 
England promoting the rights and integration of 
immigrants and refugees. His wife, Fanny Lora, is 
now board chair at MetroWest Opera.

John Musacchio joined the law firm Towne, 
Ryan & Partners PC in Albany, NY, with offices 
across New York State and Vermont. He was also 
selected for the 2016 Upstate New York Super 
Lawyers Rising Stars List and was elected president 
of the Mendelssohn Club of Albany, a 65-member 
male chorus and the oldest continuously active 
performing arts group in the NYS Capital District. 
Joshua Teitelbaum, who most recently served as 
deputy assistant secretary of commerce for textiles, 
consumer goods, and materials with the Int’l Trade 
Administration in the US Dept. of Commerce, has 
joined Akin Gump as counsel in its public law and 
policy practice in Washington, DC. While serving 
as deputy assistant secretary, Joshua was a policy-
maker for, and public advocate of, the Obama 
Administration’s highest international trade prior-
ities. At Akin Gump, he will advise clients across 
a diverse array of industries on issues related to 
trade, tax, and health policy, among others.

Portia Mills writes, “In 2015, I launched my 
own firm to provide strategic marketing using an 
af fordable, consultative approach for cost-conscious 
founders and executives of small- and medium-
sized technology businesses. The firm is called Great 
Eagle Marketing. Engineers and entrepreneurs need 
to focus on building their product and company. 
They don’t specialize in marketing and shouldn’t 
need to. That’s where we come in.” In 2010, Por-
tia finished her master’s in economics and inter-
national relations at Johns Hopkins School of Ad-
vanced Int’l Studies. Since then she has lived in 
D.C., NYC, and Atlanta. In 2015, she moved to Los 
Angeles. Last but not least, our class president, 
Jason Hnatko, married Lauren Popovitch ’06 on 
August 6, 2016 at the Exchange Conference Center 
in the Boston Seaport. Ezekiel Hill, Kristin Per
kins, Shiva Goel, Jonathan Shadmon, Mark Hen
der son ’04, Tom Huang ’07, Marisa Cohen ’06, 
Tom Pasniewski ’98, and Tim Donahoe ’84 helped 
celebrate the occasion. Lauren is partner and 
founder of Popovitch Law LLC, a law firm special-
izing in divorce and family law, with offices in 
Cambridge and Framingham, MA. Congrats!

Please continue to send updates to your class 
correspondents: C Michelle Wong, mrw29@ 
cornell.edu; Johnny Chen, jc362@cornell.edu; 
Hilary Johnson-King, haj4@cornell.edu. Online 
news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/ 
class-notes.cfm.
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it. They will miss everything New York has to of-
fer, but are excited about starting their lives in 
Pennsylvania. They are also looking forward to 
spending a weekend in Ithaca this fall!

Shaolaine Loving recently passed the one-
year mark of owning her own law firm in Las Vegas, 
Loving Law Ltd. She recently won the title “Ms. 
Asian Las Vegas,” which provides a fun contrast to 
her profession as a lawyer. Shaolaine loves getting 
involved with the community and having an excuse 
to dress up and attend events, although she wish-
es she could vacation more. Ana Maria Techeira 
recently became a senior HR business partner for 
Acelity and is training for her third marathon, 
although she says she wishes she were playing 
golf and eating at CTB. Ana says Prof. David 
Lipsky ’61 had a big impact on her at Cornell.

Stephen Hall started a specialty coffee roast-
ing business called Tinker Coffee Co. in Indian apolis 
in late 2014, and says business has been great. He 
writes, “Looking back on my education, I realize 
how important (and, unfortunately, rare) hospital-
ity can be in business. All of my professors at the 
Hotel school had a huge impact on my understand-
ing and commitment to providing excellent hospital-
ity to my customers, and Giuseppe Pezzotti ’84, 
MMH ’96, had a huge impact on me in that way. 
Professionally, Robert Kwortnik and Cheki Dev also 
helped shape my approach to business, and I draw 
on their lessons daily.” When not focusing on his 
business, Stephen likes to spend time with his 
dog, Roxy. Monica Schwartz Kaplan is in her sixth 
year as the upper school psychologist at the Mary 
McDowell Friends School, an independent K-12 
Quaker school in New York City for students with 
learning disabilities. Monica and her husband, Ben, 
welcomed their first child, Winston Roy, on October 
19, 2015, and recently celebrated his first birthday.

Emily Breidbart, BS HE ’05, and her hus-
band, Daniel Bikoff, welcomed daughter Eleanora 
Lirit Bikoff in July. Eleanora already has quite an 
impressive collection of Cornell onesies and bibs! 
Emily also recently started as an assistant profes-
sor at NYU School of Medicine in the department of 
pediatric endocrinology. Diane Gabl Kratz recently 
joined Seagate Technology as senior intellectual 
property attorney at their Silicon Valley headquar-
ters. The position involves a variety of patent and 
trademark work, including strategy, prosecution 
oversight, litigation, and technology transactions. 
She and her husband, Frank, recently celebrated six 
months of marriage and have been enjoying moun-
tain biking, hiking, and working out together.

Michele Segalini Westfall works full time as 
a pediatric speech therapist doing mainly early 
intervention and preschool-related services work, 
and is also a part-time adjunct lecturer and clini-
cal supervisor at Ithaca College. She and her hus-
band welcomed their son, Ben, in January 2016. 
Michele says Ben was supposed to be born in 
December, but he apparently really wanted to be 
part of the Class of 2038! Agnes Shea lives in 
Hong Kong and recently welcomed her second 
child, Alayna, on February 17, 2016.

Lily Bonga, BFA ’06, moved to Stamford, CT, 
in June after five years in Greece working as an 
archaeological illustrator. She is now a research 
assistant. Lily says Prof. John Coleman had a big 
impact on her. Hillary Gardner is the director of 
compliance at CCA&B LLC, home of the Elf on the 
Shelf, in Atlanta, GA. She welcomed her second 
daughter, Joelle Gardner Spielman, on August 30, 
2016. Jessica Schnell is currently living in Fort 
Mohave, AZ. In 2015, Andowah Newton, JD ’06, 
joined LVMH Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton Inc. in 
New York City as director, legal affairs.

07 Hello, Class of 2007! Happy 
New Year! It’s crazy to think 
that it was ten years ago that 

we were sledding down Libe Slope, celebrating a 
memorable Valentine’s snow day.

Ugo Ihekweazu, MD ’12 (Houston, TX) will 
complete an AOTrauma Fellowship in Switzerland 
this coming January, and then an orthopedic sur-
gery residency program at Baylor College of Medi-
cine in Houston. Following that, he will return to 
NYC to complete a one-year fellowship in adult 
reconstructive surgery at Hospital for Special Sur-
gery. Ugo and is wife are proud parents to baby 
Noel. In other growing family news, Lordia Fok, BS 
Ag ’06, married Jeremy William in Seattle, WA, where 
they now live. From Watertown, MA, Kristen Rein
ken Nothern welcomed her first child, Ethan, in 
April. The new parents are completely smitten.

BJ Siasoco writes from the Hill, “I’m going 
back to my ILR roots and am currently enrolled in 
the master’s program in the ILR school. It’s been 
great to be back in the classroom in Ives. ILRies: 
Did you know there was a grad lounge in the base-
ment of Ives?” Lastly, Joe Lawrence, MS ’07, is 
also at Cornell as the Forage Systems Management 
specialist with the PRO-DAIRY program in the 
Dept. of Animal Science.

Just a few short months until the big 10th 
Reunion! Have more updates to share? Please 
feel free to reach out to me or submit online! C 
Samantha Feibush Wolf, srf29@cornell.edu. Online 
news form, https://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/
class-notes.cfm.

08 Happy 2017! As we bid adieu to 
2016 and our collective twen-
ties (we’re almost all thirty-

somethings now!), we hope you had a year full of 
milestones, joys, and 30th birthday celebrations.

2016 seemed to be a year in which many of 
our classmates welcomed future members of the 
Class of 2038. You may remember that last year 
we shared that Jenna Bromberg was recently 
named one of Forbes Magazine’s “30 Under 30” 
in marketing and advertising for her role as di-
rector of digital marketing for Pizza Hut, run-
ning social media and digital brand campaigns 
for the world’s largest pizza company. Her most 
recent branding project included launching her 
and husband Aaron Thacker’s son, Casey Mark, 
into the world. Casey arrived on August 16, 2016, 
and Jenna, Aaron, and Casey are all doing great 
in their home in the Dallas, TX, area. Sarah 
Olesiuk Parker and husband Jacob welcomed 
Charles Ellis to the world in Knoxville, TN, on 
July 15, 2016. Charlie loves to eat and attend 

school while Mama Sarah fights for justice as an 
assistant public defender at the Knox County 
Public Defender’s Community Law Office. Dad 
Jacob is an engineer. Craig and Amanda Stoller 
Jatlow (NYC) welcomed baby boy Blake Ian on 
July 22, 2016. Greg and Rena Gower Stein (also 
of NYC) welcomed Seraphina Jagger in October 
of last year.

On November 5, 2016, I got to celebrate the 
first birthday of Emilia Margot Lupu, the daughter 
of Class of 2008 duo Zachary and Alissa Ritter 
Lupu, at Alissa’s parents’ home in suburban New 
Jersey. Many Cornellians were present, including 
Alissa’s sisters Erica Ritter Bagliebter ’05 (and 
husband Daniel ’05) and Lexi Ritter ’12, and 
Alissa’s SDT sisters Carly Popofsky, Caryn Teitel
baum, and Julie Sender. Caryn and Julie were 
gear ing up to run the NYC Marathon the next day 
and were excited for the Cornell Club-New York to 
cheer them on at mile 25!

In other Cornell doubles news, Natalie Levy 
and Mickey Lai Alterman were married in New 
York on October 22, 2016. Matt Burrows writes, 
“This past April, Eliese Friedel ’09 and I happily 
continued the Cornell-Cornell wedding trend, 
marrying in Washington, DC. We continue to en-
joy living in the nation’s capital—I work as a 
securities attorney while Eliese recently started 
her third year of residency at Georgetown.”

I had the pleasure of attending another ’08 
and ’09 wedding on September 3, 2016, as many 
Cornellians gathered to fete Mike Chua and Mandy 
Hjellming ’09 at their beautiful wedding at Aria, 
a renovated warehouse space in downtown Minne-
apolis, MN. Mike and Mandy first met and began 
dating when they were both actively involved in 
the Cornell Concert Commission on campus, and 
the couple paid homage to their time on the Hill 
together in an entire tier of a custom wedding 
cake (baked by Mandy’s professional pastry artist 
father), in which the West Campus Gothics and 
McGraw Clock Tower featured prominently in marzi-
pan. Mike and Mandy live in downtown Manhattan, 
where Mike works in strategic partnerships at Live 
Nation/Ticketmaster and Mandy is a marketing 
manager for Justin Alexander, a wedding dress and 
bridal gown designer. Among the many Cornellians 
in attendance were Nicole Mangiere, groomsman 
Rohan Thakkar, Roman Barinas, and Julia Howe. 
I was fortunate enough to stay with Mackenzie 
Snyder Kesner and husband Jason at their new 
home in Edina, MN. Mackenzie received her MBA 
in spring 2016 from the U. of Minnesota and is 
now a senior buyer for Target, and Jason is a se-
nior analyst at Värde Partners.

In other wedding news, Bill Kidd also got 
married in September 2016. Bill writes, “My wife, 
Madison Pscheidl (Albion College 2010), and I 
were married on the six-year anniversary of our 
first kiss at a small, immediate family-only cere-
mony in Plymouth, MI. We followed it up with an 
Alaskan cruise and hiking/wine tasting in Seattle 
and Portland. We plan on taking many more trips 
in the near future, including spending New Year’s 
at the Grand Canyon. She has an MBA from Wayne 
State U., her CPA license, and is currently a finan-
cial analyst for a Tier 1 automotive supplier. I’m 
still designing aerospace dynamometers and oth-
er test machines for a company in the metro 
Detroit area. While attending a training seminar, 
I had a mini-reunion with Loveleen Singh and 
Tyler ’06 and Virginia Lathrop Dolen in D.C. in 
October. It was great to see them and catch up on 
things face to face for a change.”

Congratulations and best of wishes to all on 
your fabulous milestones! Stay tuned for news of 

In “small world” news, I (Tory Lauterbach) 
recently completed the job of a lifetime working 
as a deputy voter protection director for the 
Hillary for America campaign and the Democratic 
Party in Colorado, and reconnected with class-
mate Jenna Goldstein when we both signed on 
to help with voter protection on the campaign. 
We did not know one another well in college, but 
we had a great time working together to elect the 
first female president. Although we did not break 
that highest, hardest glass ceiling, Jenna and I 
were part of winning Colorado on Election Night, 
and I am immensely proud of that. Jenna lives in 
Denver with her husband, Mike Shumway, and 
their completely adorable puppy, Sammy, and is 
an associate at Arnold and Porter. Send news to: 
C Tory Lauterbach, VML8@cornell.edu.
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great upcoming class events via Facebook (www.
facebook.com/CornellClass2008), Twitter (twitter. 
com/bigred2008), and Instagram (instagram.com/ 
bigred2008/). Please send us updates, of both 
the major life changes and arcane day-to-day 
variety. Running three miles a day? A marathon? 
Globe-trotting or just moved across town? How 
are you celebrating your 30th birthday? We’d 
love to hear from you and give you your 15 min-
utes of Cornell fame! C Elana Beale, erb26@
cornell.edu; Libby Boymel, lkb24@cornell.edu. 
Online news form, http://alumni.cornell.edu/
participate/class-notes.cfm. 

09 Friends, classmates, I hope 
this finds you well, and with 
another summer well spent, 

well traveled, and thoroughly enjoyed!
Congratulations to Jenifer Cole, MPA ’09 

(Mazomanie, WI) who was recently appointed to 
program and policy analyst with the State of Wis-
consin Dept. of Children and Families in the Bu-
reau of Working Families within the Division of 
Family and Economic Security. “My work is focused 
on implementing Wisconsin’s TANF (Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families) program.” She 
serves as president of the board of directors for 
the Wisconsin Women’s Network, a nonpartisan, 
nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting 
the advancement of women and girls in Wisconsin 
through communication, education, advocacy, and 
connections. She is also a member of the board of 
directors for Wisconsin Women in Government, a 
bi-partisan nonprofit organization that supports 
women who choose to pursue a career in govern-
ment by providing scholarships as well as educa-
tional, mentoring, and networking opportunities.

In other excellent news, Janet Freilich, BA ’08, 
has been appointed associate professor of law at 
Fordham U. Janet earned her law degree at Harvard 
Law School (Class of ’12), where she was a member 
of the board of student advisors and the Journal of 
Law and Technology. She served as a student fellow 
with the John M. Olin Center for Law and Economics 
and held an inaugural postdoctoral fellowship in 
private law and intellectual property with the 
Program on the Foundations of Private Law. At 
Fordham, Janet will teach Intel lectual Property 
Law, covering patent, copyright, and trade mark 
law, as well as Civil Procedure, a class that teaches 
how the law works in the court system. Con-
gratulations, Prof. Freilich! Vijay Ravichandran 
is working as a consultant in Boston. Vijay looks 
back fondly on his time playing basketball at 
Noyes Community Center.

Mandy Hjellming recently married Mike 
Chua ’08. They live in New York City, where Mandy 
is the marketing manager at Justin Alexander and 
Mike is director of strategic partnerships at Live 
Nation. Also in New York is Alix Greenberg, BFA 
’09, who writes, “Inspired by the culture of giving 
back from working for the Israel Museum, and al-
ways employing my Cornell BFA, I founded Por-
traits for Good in 2015.” They recently launched 
an e-commerce website this fall. Portraits for Good 
sells limited edition and custom artwork from se-
lect artists to benefit customer and charity part-
ners. I hope you check them out and enjoy the 
gorgeous artwork as much as I did at her website, 
https://portraitsforgood.com/.

With the many changes going on at the univer-
sity, in the leadership, and throughout campus (in 
terms of organization and structure), we strongly 
encourage you to reach out and engage with 
Alumni Affairs. There are diverse and fulfilling ways 

to get involved as alumni, ranging from giving re-
sources to your favorite organization on campus, 
to donating your time in alumni interviews and 
programs. Now more than ever, Cornell needs our 
alumni support. As always, if you have any news 
to share, please do not hesitate to contact me! I 
would love to hear from you. C Rebecca Robbins, 
rsr38@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

10 Zinck’s Night was celebrated once 
again across the world on October 
20. In New York City, classmate 

Jeff Eng and other alumni helped arrange a suc-
cessful event attended by alumni spanning over 
a decade of classes.

Congratulations to Melissa Barry and Matt 
Cantor ’09 on their wedding this October in Brook-
lyn. The newlyweds were surrounded by a lot of Big 
Red friends, with the bridal party including Lauren 
Kramer, BS Ag ’09, Monica Sandler Cirlin, Danielle 
Farrell-O’Kane, Tracy Needles, MS ’11, Adam 
Schul man ’09, and Jason Davis ’09. Wedding 
bells were also recently ringing for Elsa Gillis and 
Jeremy Feldman ’11. Many classmates helped 
the couple celebrate their vows.

When not wishing to be studying more foreign 
languages like Russian, Henry De Ron is practic-
ing tort and insurance litigation. He recently be-
came the president of the Luxembourg Young Bar 
Assn. Another attorney among our classmates, 
Jessica Heimler, BS Ag ’09, 
has started a new job in San 
Francisco, working as in-house 
counsel for Sutter Health. The 
ranks of 2010 Cornellians in 
California continues to rise, 
with Brett Kelly moving from 
New York to the Golden State. 
When not working at Thorton 
Tomasetti, Heather Reed, PhD 
’14, is serving as an adjunct 
lecturer at Columbia U. for the 
course “Design of Structures to Resist Extreme 
Loads—Multi-Hazard Consideration.”

And on a personal note, the “any study” por-
tion of the Cornell mantra really held true when a 
co-worker of mine encountered what appeared to 
be a ferocious spider on a jobsite. Upon receiving 
a picture of the beast, I solicited the opinion of 
several CALS majors who were able to quickly 
identify the critter as a harmless Argiope aurantia. 
It’s great to be able to reach out for knowledge 
from classmates who were able to study from 
such a broad array of courses at Cornell. C Jeff 
Katz, jak232@cornell.edu; Amar Kelkar, ahk24@ 
cornell.edu; Rammy Salem, rms84@cornell.edu. 
Online news form, http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/ 
participate/class-notes.cfm.

11 Happy New Year! Isabella Spyrou 
Leahy is currently a teacher at New 
York City’s Trinity School. We would 

like to congratulate her on her recent nuptials 
this past June 18! Isaac Todd writes of his recent 
relocation to Chicago. He has had very busy year, 
completing active duty Army service, getting mar-
ried, going on a four-month honeymoon to ten 
countries, and moving to Chicago. Isaac started 
his first year of a joint JD/MBA at Northwestern 
Law and Kellogg School of Management this fall. 
Good luck, Isaac!

Please keep us up to date with your life 
post-Cornell by sending any information to: C 

12 Class of 2012 Reunion committee 
member Cindy Marinaro, ME ’13, 
writes, “I spent the first half of 

2016 assisting Disney’s Imagineering show control 
team in Shanghai, China. It was my first abroad 
trip! Opening a Disney park was a surreal and ex-
citing experience. I could not believe how quickly 
things came together.” Cindy is back in Orlando, 
FL, and working on engineering projects for Animal 
Kingdom, and she encourages any Cornellians in 
Central Florida to reach out. Recently, she en-
joyed going back to Cornell for the first time in 
four years to meet up with Andrew Martinez and 
Kendra Bartell Saldana, the other members of 
the Reunion committee, to start planning our 5th 
Reunion, which will be held from June 8-11, 2017. 
Mark your calendars!

Ada Lau (Portland, ME) writes, “I’m an assis-
tant category manager for a New England super-
market company. We work to develop programs, 
influence assortment, and analyze syndicated 
data to grow profits and increase market share; or 
the more interesting job description: ‘I eat food 
for a living.’ At some point in my Cornell life, I 
experienced an existential crisis where I realized 
that the ten years I’ve dedicated to science was a 
total waste of time. Biology was not my passion. 

I was simply mastering it because 
that was all I knew. The greatest 
impact to me came from Ezra’s 
quote, ‘I would found an institu-
tion where any person can find in-
struction in any study.’ ANY study, 
which meant the world was my 
oyster. I changed my outlook, and 
the rest is history.”

Some quicker notes and up-
dates from our classmates: Michael 
Dezube, ME ’13, currently lives in 

NYC and works for Google as a data scientist. 
Meredith Burcyk also lives in the New York area 
and got married to Shah Ahmed ’14 in April 
2016. Kayla Arsenie married Garrett Fitzgerald on 
September 30, in front of many Cornellian friends 
in Palmetto Bluff, SC. Kayla writes, “In place of 
a wedding cake, we shipped in Cornell Dairy ice 
cream.” Joanie Evans works in the Social Services 
department at the Metro Nashville Public Defender’s 
Office and is involved as a community activist in 
her spare time. Anya Gibian recently joined the 
national tour of Once The Musical as a swing and 
understudy for the bank manager, which will tour 
nationally through April 2017. Break a leg, Anya! 
Xueqing Wan, LLM ’12, is a dispute resolution 
lawyer, but says she wishes she could be a novel-
ist. Jasmine Roddey is a senior global safety 
associate for Amgen in California. She recently 
graduated with a master’s in biomedical engi-
neering from Duke U.

As always (and especially as our Reunion ap-
proaches!), please remember to send any updates 
about your life after Cornell to: C Emily Cusick, 
egc43@cornell.edu; or Peggy Ramin, mar335@
cornell.edu. Online news form, http://alumni.
cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

13 Happy New Year! Natanya Auer
bach (Roslindale, MA; nauerba@
gmail.com) writes, “I’m the devel-

opment associate at Gateways: Access to Jewish 

‘I eat food 
for a 
living.’Ada Lau ’12            

Dara Perl, dmp229@cornell.edu; or Siva Iyer, 
si74@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.
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Education, where I’ve worked since graduation. I 
got an adorable new dog, a 1-year-old black Lab 
mix named Ember. She has TONS of energy, and 
my boyfriend and I are enjoying taking her to the 
Arnold Arboretum in Boston.”

Lucia Rafanelli (lucia.m.rafanelli@gmail.
com) married classmate Greg Stein this past 
summer. Congratulations! Koffi Trenou (knt28@
cornell.edu), who has a new address in Tampa, FL, 
wrote that he was looking forward to being em-
ployed again. Manasi Bidikar, MMH ’13 (manasi.
mb@gmail.com) recently became the director of 
revenue management at the Taj Mahal Palace ho-
tel in Mumbai. She says that professors Sherri 
Kimes and Bill Carroll had the greatest impact on 
her at Cornell.

Margaret Scheiner (Tallahassee, FL; ms948@
cornell.edu) is currently a PhD candidate at Florida 
State U., pursuing a degree in industrial and man-
ufacturing engineering while conducting research 
at FSU’s High-Performance Materials Inst., assist-
ing with teaching and developing the industrial 
engineering senior design class, and coordinating 
two summer internship programs (funded by the 
National Science Foundation and the Air Force 
Research Laboratories). Margaret was recently 
awarded the Amelia Earhart Fellow ship by Zonta 
Int’l and the Tony DiBenedetto Student Employee 
of the Year Award (overall winner) by FSU. So far 
in 2016, she has published two journal articles 
and has a book chapter in press. She will be pre-
senting at the 2016 IISE Annual Conference and 
Expo, as well as the 2016 ASEE Annual Conference. 
When asked what the best decision she ever made 
was, she responded, “Stalking and befriending 
Caitlin Higgins. (Hi, Caitlin!)”

Christine Dalton (Santa Monica, CA; christine 
alicedalton@gmail.com) recently started a job 
with Pernod Ricard Winemakers, working as a wine 
ambassador for the Los Angeles area. “For my 
training, I will spend five months learning about 
the wine industry by traveling to Spain, Sonoma, 
Australia, and New Zealand!” When asked who had 
the greatest impact on her at Cornell, Christine 
said, “My advisor, Prof. Glenn Altschuler, PhD 
’76. He went above and beyond as a mentor and 
confidante. I still think of the lessons I learned 
from him as I go about my professional life.” Ben 
Stadulis is a naval aviator, flying the F/A-18E/F, 
currently stationed at Naval Air Station Oceana, 
attached to the VFA-106 Gladiators.

Paul Maier (pdm82@cornell.edu) works for 
the Irish Medical Organisation, the union repre-
senting doctors in Ireland. “My job as an indus-
trial relations officer is to resolve individual 
problems for doctors, like not being paid prop-
erly, being treated unfairly, or managing a diffi-
cult relationship at work,” he writes. “I’ve been 
living in Dublin, Ireland, with my partner, 
Andrea, for three and a half years now, and I’ve 
been enjoying it a lot. Dublin is a very nice city 
to live in. Andrea and I sing in the national 
broadcaster’s philharmonic choir and play in a 
local concert band together. Although it’s hard 
to be away from my family in New Jersey, I get 
to visit them at least once a year and have as 
many diner meals as possible during my visits. 
It’s difficult to keep up with my Cornell friends 
because of the time difference between us and 
the ambitious schedules we Cornellians like to 
keep. I always enjoy hearing from fellow Glee 
Club and Chorus members, especially when 
they’re coming into Dublin for a short stay!”

Be on the lookout for a News and Dues mailing 
from your class in the coming months. In the mean-
time, please send news via the online news form, 

14 Happy New Year, Class of 2014! We 
hope that you are all enjoying the 
winter and holiday season! Lijun 

“Leo” Wang wrote that since graduation he found 
a Cornellian girlfriend and began pursuing a 
PhD. He wishes that he could be visiting his un-
dergraduate friends around the world right now. 
Nischay Shah is currently a medical student at 
KCU medical school in Kansas City, MO, and is 
excited for his sister, who recently started her 
residency at SUNY Upstate Medical U. in Syracuse. 
Rebecka Flynn, MPA ’14, sent us an update that 
she is now working for McKinsey and Co. as part 
of the client service innovation team. Classmate 
Mary Keroack completed the Boston Marathon 
in April 2016 and raised over $10,000 for Alz-
heimer’s and MS research. Elizabeth Keller is cur-
rently working on a doctorate at LSU in oceanog-
raphy. She is studying fish populations offshore 
in the Gulf of Mexico.

Following graduation, Cristina Lara worked 
as a global intern program manager at Cisco in 
North Carolina. More recently, she was the diver-
sity manager for the Hillary Clinton Campaign, 
creat ing and organizing diversity programs for the 
entire campaign staff. You can read more about 
Cristina’s work on the campaign in the August 2016 
issue of the Cornell Ezra Update. This past summer, 
Cornell had several representatives in the 2016 
Rio de Janeiro Olympics in Brazil. One 2014 class-
mate among these athletes, Bruno Hortelano ’13, 
BS Eng ’14, competed for Spain as a sprinter in 
the men’s 100-meter and 200-meter. Although 
Bruno did not qualify in the 100-meter, he made 
it to the semifinals in the 200-meter, where he 
placed tenth. Bruno also ran his personal best and 
set a new record for Spain when he won his heat 
in the qualifying round for the 200-meter, finish-
ing in 20.12 seconds.

Arindam Maitra, MBA ’14, is running a man-
agement consulting firm, SABIO Business Solutions, 
based out of Kolkata, India. The startup is less 
than a year old and “gradually taking wing.” Arin-
dam’s dream would be to make it a multinational 
company. He wrote that his family is gradually 
ad justing to life in India, after spending the pre-
vious 16 years abroad and his daughter having 
spent the first six years of her life in North America. 
He wishes he could see his Cornellian friends more 
and said that he had a great experience at Cornell 
and “learned a ton” from every professor he had. 
Armen Kurdian, MBA ’14, is working as a captain 
in the Navy and is the director of engineering and 
product support for Naval Supply Command, Weap-
ons System Support in Philadelphia. He also re-
cently adopted a child, Gregory Patrick, who was 
born on December 5, 2015.

Truman Tolefree, MBA ’14, is the director of 
acquisitions for Morgan Communities, a leading 
national real estate developer that includes more 
than 30,000 apartment units throughout 14 states 
with an estimated value of over $4 billion. He 
was also named to the Rochester Business Journal 
“Forty under 40” in 2016. When he’s not busy with 
work, Truman wishes he could be playing golf and 
looks forward to when his sons, Eric, 4, and Alex, 2, 
are able to join him. Congratulations to all of our 
classmates! Please send any stories you would like 
to share with us: C Samantha Lapehn, SRL76@
cornell.edu; Tejal Thakkar, tdt42@cornell.edu.

15 Hello, Class of 2015! I hope that 
2017 is off to a happy and healthy 
start! With the new year come ex-

citing plans from our classmates all across the 
country and the world!

Julliard Del Rosario changed his career path 
during his last semester at Cornell from medicine 
to finance, securing a position with global tech-
nology and services firm Cobham, where he is part 
of a two-year managerial program. He has been 
busy since graduation and has improved produc-
tion processes in Davenport, IA, and created finan-
cial modeling and reporting tools and processes in 
Orchard Park, NY. He also passed the CFA level I 
exam and is learning Japanese. Camille Sims was 
crowned Miss New York State 2016 in May and was 
named second runner-up in the Miss America Pag-
eant. Emma Foley started at Rutgers Robert Wood 
Johnson Medical School in August. She spent the 
year prior working as a scribe in the emergency 
department at St. Barnabas Medical Center. Dur-
ing that year, she taught a Kaplan MCAT prep 
course and played ice hockey for the New Jersey 
Phoenix. Over the summer she traveled to Europe 
with her sister.

Glen Francisco is also pursuing his passion 
while furthering his medical education in his sec-
ond year at the U. of Texas Medical Branch. After 
working at Cayuga Medical Center for almost a 
year, Kathryn Shaw ’16, BS ’15, started physi-
cian assistant school at SUNY Upstate Medical U. 
in June. After graduation, Kylie Kies started out 
as a market associate at Expedia, but is now a 
business analyst at Orbitz in Chicago, IL. Meghan 
Flynn ’16, BA ’15, is channeling her inner fashion-
ista while working in marketing and communica-
tions at Vogue Magazine. Mary “Mimi” Millard is 
living in Washington, DC, and recently founded 
her own company called De Lune, a startup dedi-
cated to providing women with natural and ho-
listic health alternatives. She writes, “We’ve just 
launched our first product, an organic beverage 
de signed specifi cally to reduce period pain. Break-
ing down period taboos has certainly become a 
hot topic.” You can learn more about De Lune at: 
www.delune.co.

Pursuing his acting dreams, Chandler Wag
goner set out on his first national tour with 
National Theatre for Arts and Education. He will 
be performing an adaptation of Don Quixote for 
children across the country. In fall 2016, he closed 
Crashlight, a new musical that played through out 
the summer Off-Broadway at the Cherry Lane 
Theatre in the West Village. After graduation, 
Marisa Sergi worked full time for E&J Gallo 
Winery as a new product development enologist 
in California. She changed careers in fall 2016 to 
work on the wine brand RedHead that she origi-
nally started as a Capstone project during her 
time at Cornell. Adam Kirsch, MBA ’16, is now the 
CEO of real estate technology company Yorango. 
Adam and Yorango’s CTO, Anton Gilgur ’17, BS ’16, 
met at the Popshop, the predecessor to College-
town’s eHub space.

Miss your friends from the Class of 2015? Want 
to reconnect and start 2017 off with some Big Red 
love? Check out the alumni events in your area at: 
http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/participate/search. 
cfm. If you have any ideas for regional events for 
the alumni council to organize, please let us 
know! Have some big news? Want to share it with 
the Class of 2015? Please send us your updates 
and we will include them in a future column! C 
Haley Velasco, hav9@cornell.edu; Ariel Cooper, 
alc258@cornell.edu. Online news form, http://
alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.cfm.

http://alumni.cornell.edu/participate/class-notes.
cfm, or directly to your correspondents: C Dan 
Kuhr, dk453@cornell.edu; or Rachael Schuman, 
RASchuman@gmail.com.
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1930s
’37 MA—Mina Salmon Cohen, New York City, August 18, 2016
’37, BS Ag ’38—Marian Wrench Roosa, Hamburg, NY, June 9, 2016
’37—Mary Clare Capewell Ward, Melbourne, FL, July 12, 2016

’38 BA—David M. Crawford, Southport, CT, January 5, 2016

’39 BA—Arnold A. Allison, Davie, FL, February 5, 2016
’39—Joseph H. Lorber, Anchorage, AK, July 5, 2011

1940s
’40 BS Ag, EdD ’61—Lester Burns, Ithaca, NY, June 21, 2016
’40 BA, JD ’42—Louis Pollack, Miami Beach, FL, April 25, 2015
’40 MA—Harry Swerdlow, Beverly Hills, CA, May 20, 2016

’42—William D. Birchenough, Skaneateles, NY, August 28, 2016
’42 MD—Margaret Austin Child, Hilton Head Island, SC, August 9, 2016
’42 BS HE—June Dukinfield Darfler, Ithaca, NY, August 15, 2016
’42 BME—Henry W. Jones III, Wallingford, CT, August 24, 2016
’42 BME—William B. Whiting, Contoocook, NH, August 15, 2016

’43, BArch ’49—Ralph W. Crump, Easton, MD, October 15, 2015
’43 BS Ag—R. Stephen Hawley, Green Valley, AZ, August 25, 2016

’44 MD—Daniel M. Hays, Riverside, CA, April 7, 2016
’44 BA—Morris H. Klein, Highland Beach, FL, June 19, 2016
’44 BA—Mary Rogers Reynolds, Middlebury, VT, August 25, 2016
’44 BA—Nancy Torlinski Rundell, Potomac Falls, VA, August 8, 2016

’45, BME ’49—William A. Glaeser, Columbus, OH, August 27, 2016
’45, BS Hotel ’49—Walter J. Hamilton, Port St. Lucie, FL, July 10, 2016
’45 BA—Faith Farnham Kuppers, Charlotte, NC, August 6, 2016

’46, BME ’47—Robert F. Brodsky, Claremont, CA, March 29, 2016
’46, BS HE ’45—Evelyn Call Brumsted, Ithaca, NY, August 17, 2016
’46 BEE—Paul C. Murray, Princeton, NJ, August 23, 2016
’46—Jean Gallagher Welch, Ithaca, NY, August 17, 2016

’47 BS HE—Frances Corbally Damico, Sarasota, FL, August 7, 2016
’47, BS Hotel ’48—Charles F. De Menna, Socorro, NM, March 8, 2016
’47—Robert W. Milk, Long Eddy, NY, August 10, 2016
’47 BS HE—Grace Gray Werner, Carlinville, IL, December 7, 2012

’48 BA—Robert Barclay, Lakewood, NJ, July 12, 2016
’48 BS ILR—Robert H. Lang, Bluffton, SC, June 20, 2016
’48 BME—Thomas J. McCusker, Fairlawn, OH, June 30, 2016
’48 BS HE—Beverly Pratt Schaufler, Ithaca, NY, August 13, 2016
’48, BA ’47—James E. Storer, Lexington, MA, August 29, 2016
’48, BA ’47—Lila Greenberg Miller Van Vliet, Concord, MA, August 5, 2016
’48 BA—Neal T. Williams, Hopatcong, NJ, August 13, 2016

’49 MBA—James H. Graves, Albany, GA, June 28, 2016
’49—Richard R. Rice, Pittsburgh, PA, August 28, 2016
’49 BA—James H. Vaughn, Ketchum, ID, June 29, 2016
’49 DVM, MS ’68—Gerald M. Ward, Miami, FL, February 1, 2016
’49 BS Hotel—Fred E. Wayne, East Bloomfield, NY, August 18, 2016

1950s
’50—Billie Bright Campbell, Oak Ridge, TN, June 17, 2016
’50, BArch ’51—J. Raymond Matz, Norwalk, CT, June 13, 2016
’50 BEE—George F. Muller, Roanoke, VA, August 7, 2016

’51 BS Ag—Ann Styer Aines, Centennial, CO, January 5, 2016
’51 MNS, PhD ’54—Philip D. Aines Jr., Centennial, CO, May 31, 2016
’51 BS Ag—Walter J. Dragon, Green Valley, AZ, August 28, 2016
’51 PhD—Doris V. Falk-Stillman, St. Petersburg, FL, June 20, 2016
’51 BS HE—Helene Cohn Friedman, Rochester, NY, April 30, 2016
’51 MILR—Gladys Waltcher Gershenfeld, Haverford, PA, August 25, 2016
’51 BA, MBA ’52—John H. Hollands, Saddle River, NJ, August 5, 2016
’51 BA, MPA ’52—Joanne Huntington Tunnell, Hershey’s Mill, PA, June 17, 2016

’52 BS Ag—Robert J. Cipperly, Brunswick, NY, August 8, 2016
’52 BA, DVM ’55—Alfred C. Clausen, Wantagh, NY, July 6, 2016
’52 BA, MEd ’53—Elizabeth Wade Freiberger, Indianapolis, IN, March 11, 2016
’52 BA—Robert W. Maxwell Jr., Wilmerding, PA, June 24, 2016
’52 BS Ag—Gordon R. Plowe, Mitchell, SD, August 28, 2016
’52 JD—Frederick G. Van Riper, West Milford, NJ, August 17, 2016

’53 JD—Richard R. Huber, Milan, OH, April 22, 2016
’53 BS Ag—William E. Taylor, Escanaba, MI, August 25, 2016
’53—Donald W. Wechter, Pittsburgh, PA, June 29, 2016
’53-55 GR—Marie Hutton Weiden, Chapel Hill, NC, June 23, 2016

’54-56 SP Ag—Charles S. Greenleaf Jr., Morrisville, NY, August 20, 2016
’54, BS ’55—Mortimer F. Miller, Sarasota, FL, August 27, 2016
’54 BA, JD ’56—Douglas C. Pierson, Jupiter, FL, August 18, 2016
’54, BCE ’56—John D. Quinn, San Francisco, CA, June 12, 2016
’54 BS Hotel—Johnson Winship, Bloomfield, CT, June 17, 2016

’55 BS Ag—Donald M. Bay, Macedon, NY, August 29, 2016
’55 PhD—Raymond A. Cappellini, Meridian, ID, July 19, 2016
’55 BA—Thomas C. Irwin, Mt. Pleasant, SC, August 31, 2016
’55 PhD—Landon R. Nichols Jr., Ballard, WV, August 23, 2016
’55, BA ’56—Frances Hazell Prochazka, Owings Mills, MD, June 27, 2016
’55 MS—Gerald R. Skreckoski, Port Charlotte, FL, August 21, 2016
’55 PhD—David R. Walker, Logan, UT, August 27, 2016

’56, BS Ag ’57—Keith B. Kellogg, Phoenix, AZ, August 31, 2016
’56 DVM—Gordon E. Layton, Paris, KY, August 26, 2016
’56, BME ’57—Ernest T. Selig III, Pelham, MA, August 7, 2016
’56 JD—Donald Spadone, Reno, NV, October 6, 2014

’57 DVM—William H. Baker, Powell, WY, May 21, 2016
’57 BS Ag—Charles R. Brooks, Scottsdale, AZ, May 21, 2015
’57 DVM—C. Fred Crist, Monticello, NY, March 4, 2016
’57 MD—Peter E. Downs, Lake Anna, VA, August 15, 2016
’57 BA, PhD ’66—Helen Thom Edwards, Elgin, IL, June 21, 2016
’57 BA—Henry B. Lasky, Petaluma, CA, August 4, 2016
’57, BME ’58—Douglas A. Love, Rumson, NJ, June 17, 2016
’57 MA—Doris Ake Sutter, San Rafael, CA, August 18, 2016

’58 BS Ag—George A. Bean, Annapolis, MD, August 25, 2016
’58 BA—Barbara Lussie Bradley, Wheaton, IL, August 20, 2016
’58, BME ’59—Thomas M. Brogan, Crest Hill, IL, May 13, 2015
’58 BS Ag—Gerald P. Linsner, West Seneca, NY, August 25, 2016
’58 BS Ag—Roger E. Metzger, Elma, NY, June 30, 2016
’58 BS Ag—Roy W. Porter, Coupeville, WA, August 24, 2016

’59, BEE ’60—G. Brewer Conger III, Fogelsville, PA, June 27, 2016
’59 BS Hotel—Peter B. MacRoberts, Dunlap, CA, April 22, 2016
’59, B Chem E/MS Chem E ’61—Brian T. Sheehan, Hillsborough, CA, 
 October 1, 2015

1960s
’60 BA—Alan C. Solomon, Pittsfield, MA, June 19, 2016
’60 MS Ag, PhD ’63—Allan A. Yousten, Blacksburg, VA, August 24, 2016

’61, BFA ’62—Tony R. Engelmore, Ithaca, NY, May 30, 2016
’61 DVM—John S. Kenney, Aiken, SC, August 27, 2016
’61—Kenneth L. Mandel, Briarcliff Manor, NY, January 26, 2016

’62 BS Ag, MS Ag ’64—John W. Jack, Albany, NY, August 27, 2016
’62 JD—Alice Kouwenhoven Pringle, Evanston, IL, July 29, 2016

’63 BS Ag—Richard K. Bardo, Yuma, AZ, August 31, 2016
’63—Jeffrey D. Holzman, Minneapolis, MN, August 19, 2016
’63 PhD—James N. Lloyd, Seattle, WA, June 8, 2016
’63 BS ILR—Arthur M. Sussman, Chicago, IL, August 10, 2016

’64—Joel M. Fromer, Wichita, KS, November 5, 2014

’65 BS Ag—Ron Clayton, Ithaca, NY, August 6, 2016
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’65—Saseen F. Joseph, Kemah, TX, August 18, 2016

’66 MME—Mark D. Harris, Penfield, NY, May 7, 2016
’66 MS Ag—Charles W. Merrill, Beaverton, OR, August 16, 2016
’66 BA—Geoffrey J. Nulle, New York City, August 23, 2016

’67 PhD—Larry O. Bagnall, Gainesville, FL, June 29, 2016
’67 MS ILR, PhD ’77—Efren Cordova, Key Biscayne, FL, May 27, 2016
’67 BA—Frank D. Wagner, Rochester, NY, August 28, 2016

’69 JD—Michael H. Botein, South Orange, NJ, August 3, 2016
’69 BA—James T. Felicita, Huntington Beach, CA, October 21, 2015
’69 PhD—Michael C. Hampson, St. John’s, NL, Canada, May 1, 2016
’69 PhD—Malcolm B. E. Smith, Florence, MA, August 15, 2016

1970s
’70 EdD—Frank W. Sheppard Jr., College Station, TX, August 29, 2016

’71 BEE, MEE ’73—James L. Carrier, Lincoln, NE, June 20, 2016
’71, DVM ’73—Jon D. Krause, Palmyra, NY, June 2, 2016
’71 M Chem E—Brayton O. Paul, Poquoson, VA, July 21, 2016
’71 BS ORIE—Raymond A. Pavelka, Sanibel, FL, August 16, 2016

’72, BA ’71—Virginia Haynes Knackmuhs, Wyckoff, NJ, August 15, 2016

’73 BS Nurs—Lucinda Shipps Caros, Stoneham, ME, August 11, 2016
’73 PhD—James R. Joiner, Moravia, NY, July 1, 2016
’73, BA ’75—T. Christopher Rogers, Ithaca, NY, August 6, 2016

’74 BS Hotel—John E. “Jack” Stecher, Charlotte, NC, November 17, 2015
’74, BS Ag ’75—Christopher J. Stegman, West Acton, MA, August 25, 2016

’75 JD—Robert J. Michael, Pittsford, NY, June 17, 2016

’76 BA—Diane M. Laufman, Lindenhurst, NY, June 6, 2016

’77 MBA—Kenneth D. Baker, Sandpoint, ID, June 12, 2016
’77 PhD—Richard G. Harrison, Ithaca, NY, April 12, 2016

’78 BS Ag—Lynn E. Wolff, Boston, MA, March 20, 2016

1980s
’81 BS Ag—Paul E. Foelsch, Parkville, MO, June 23, 2016

’82, BS Ag ’83—Robert A. Hutchins Jr., Enfield, CT, August 21, 2016

’84 JD—Michael J. Dick, Dryden, NY, June 14, 2016
’84 BS Ag—Mark E. Howarth, Stamford, NY, July 23, 2016

’85—Edward L. Hoch, Juneau, AK, August 16, 2016
’85 BS HE—David S. Lustick, Nashua, NH, August 30, 2016
’85 MRP—Michael J. Savonis, Takoma Park, MD, August 8, 2016

’86 BS Ag—Nancy A. Adams, Alpine, NY, August 23, 2016

1990s
’94 BA—Rebecca Theen Ferguson, Oswego, IL, August 25, 2016

’95 BS ILR—Freda McKinney Reichmeider, Spring, TX, June 18, 2016

’96 JD—Eric A. Poehlmann, Richmond, VT, August 24, 2016

’99 BS Ag, ME ’06—Scott F. Inglis, Endicott, NY, January 7, 2016

2000s
’04 JD—Anne L. Geiger, Chestnut Hill, MA, August 14, 2016

’09 BS HE—Nicholas J. Theodoss, Shrewsbury, MA, August 31, 2016

2010s
’14 MS, PhD ’16—Sumedh M. Joshi, Richmond, TX, August 31, 2016

To report an alumni death, please e-mail adr4@cornell.edu, or write to: Cornell 
Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850.

To access the full-text Alumni Deaths section, go to: cornellalumnimagazine.com 
(“Alumni Deaths” in the table of contents). To obtain a hard copy of the full-text 
Alumni Deaths, write to Cornell Alumni Magazine at either of the above addresses.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Professional Services
IRS Tax Problem Resolution—Stop collection now. 
Wage/Bank Levy. Solutions: Installment Payment. Offer in 
Compromise. Also: Non-filed taxes and Audits. Bruce 
Kowal, CPA/MBA Columbia. Call anytime 617-694-0236. 
www.KowalTaxClinic.com.

Travel
BICYCLE & FOODIE TOUR OF CHARLESTON AND SAVANNAH. 
www.CharlestonBicycleTours.com; (800) 408-1830.

Employment Opportunities
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, New York—Highly intelligent, 
resourceful individual with exceptional communication skills 
and organizational ability needed to support a busy execu-
tive. Primary responsibilities include coordinating a com-
plex schedule, assisting with travel, and providing general 
office help in a fast-paced, dynamic environment. An active 
approach to problem-solving is essential. Prior experience 
assisting a high-level executive a plus. We offer a casual 
atmosphere in a beautiful space, working as part of an 
extraordinary group of gifted, interesting individuals.

This is a full-time position with excellent compensation 
and benefits, as well as significant upside potential and 
management possibilities. Please email your resume and 
cover letter to hlparecruit@gmail.com. Please note that, 
due to the high number of respondents, we will unfortu-
nately be unable to reply to every inquiry.

PART-TIME FAMILY ASSISTANT—Housing Included, 
New York—Devoted professional couple seeks highly intel-
ligent, amiable, responsible individual to serve as personal 
assistant helping with child care, educational enrichment, 
family activities, and other tasks a few days a week during 
afternoons, evenings, and weekends. Assistant will have a 
private room (in a separate apartment with its own kitchen on 
a different floor from the family’s residence), with a private 
bathroom, in a luxury, doorman apartment building, and will 
be free to entertain visitors in privacy.

The position offers excellent hourly compensation and 
benefits and paid vacation, and no charge will be made for 
rent. This is a year-round position for which we would ask 
a minimum two-year commitment. If interested, please sub-
mit cover letter and resume to liveinmt@gmail.com.

Personals
WHERE IVY LEAGUE AND OXBRIDGE PEOPLE FIND LOVE. 
A decade of successful matchmaking. BluesMatch.com.

Meaningful Connections, a successful NYC Matchmaking 
Service, is offering introductory promotional memberships 
to men. (212) 877-5151; fay@meaningfulconnections.com.

SMART IS SEXY
Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies, 
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools and 
some others. More than 5,500 members. All ages.

THE RIGHT STUFF
 800-988-5288  www.rightstuffdating.com

CORNELLIANS IN BUSINESS
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 He has stood outside the Statler Hotel for decades, ever 
weary from his labors. Fashioned from chrome auto 
bumpers, Herakles in Ithaka I is an homage to the 

Farnese Hercules—a marble statue, dating from second-century 
Rome, that depicts the mythical hero resting against his club. 

Cornell’s Herakles (which bears the hero’s 
Greek name) was created by the late Jason 
Seley ’40, a longtime professor on the Hill  
who served as chairman of the art depart-
ment and dean of the College of Architecture, 
Art, and Planning. A sculptor whose pieces 
are held by the MOMA and other prominent institutions, Seley was 
known for work—described in his 1983 New York Times obituary 
as “gently humorous”—made of materials salvaged from junk-
yards. “To me an automobile bumper is an offering of nature’s 
abundance,” Seley once observed. “I am as much concerned with 
its prehistory as the wood-carver with the growing tree.”

The eleven-foot-tall Herakles—in which those automotive cast-offs 
form the hero’s massive, angular muscles and other features—was 
completed in 1981 and installed outside the Statler two years later. 
And though Greek myths may be eternal, chrome isn’t: the interven-
ing years, not to mention the Ithaca weather, took their toll. 

Jump ahead to September 2015, when Bob Blakely ’63, BME 
’64, MBA ’65—who studied sculpture under Seley—was visit-
ing campus for the inauguration of President Elizabeth Garrett. 

Heroic  
Effort

man of steel: The restored Herakles statue (above and 
center), back home between Uris Hall and the Statler. 
Above right: The Farnese Hercules, in a Naples museum.

The Statler’s beloved 
Herakles statue gets 
a makeover

A former trustee and current Presidential Councilor, Blakely 
has stayed at the Statler countless times, always admiring his 
mentor’s masterwork. “I think it’s extremely effective,” Blakely 
observes. “So much of the sculpture of the [classical] period is life-
like and in marble or stone, and here is something in a totally 

different medium. Just in terms of the scale 
and size, no one can ignore it. And it’s in a 
prominent place on campus, so it stands out 
in an important way.”

 But that September, Blakely’s wife, Diane 
“Pinky” Keehner, noted that Herakles had 

seen better days. It suffered from, among other wear and tear, lam-
entably rusty feet—so she suggested spearheading and funding a 
restoration effort. The statue, which is officially part of the Johnson 
Museum’s collection, was removed to a workshop in spring 2016; it 
made a triumphant return to campus in late October. 

In addition to being buffed and coated, Herakles got new drainage 
holes to prevent water damage. Openings that had allowed chip-
munks in—they’d entered through the eyes and nested—were closed 
off. Deteriorated parts were replaced with vintage chrome bumpers, 
integrated using welding techniques that mimicked Seley’s own. “I 
move them around. Put them together. Add. Subtract,” Seley said of 
working with his signature materials. “Then, if all goes well, some-
thing exciting begins to happen. It is like a voyage of discovery, like 
going somewhere one has not been before.” n

‘To me an automobile bumper 
is an offering of nature’s 

abundance,’ sculptor Jason 
Seley ’40 once observed.

JF17 cornelliana FINAL.indd   96 12/14/16   2:45 PM



J a n u a r y  |  F e b r u a r y   2 017         29

H A R B O R S I D E  F L E E C E

WA RM !

S h o p  o u r  s e l e c t i o n 
o f  C o r n e l l - b r a n d e d  f l e e c e 

p u l l o v e r s  &  j a c k e t s

STORE.CORNELL.EDU
or cal l  to l l - f ree 844.688.7620

JF17 ad blank with margins.indd   29 12/14/16   2:50 PM



The Majestic Great Lakes  
July 15 -24, 2017

From Chicago to Toronto, travel 
with Cornell and friends aboard 
the M/V Victory I, a stylish, 
modern vessel with only 101 staterooms. Highlights include 
Lake Michigan, Mackinac Island, Manitoulin Island, the 
UNESCO-designated Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve, Parry 
Sound, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and Niagara Falls. This nine-night 
adventure starts at $6,199 per person, double occupancy. Call 
866-655-9070 with any questions.

Cruise American Waterways
G r e a t  L a k e s  •  t e n n e s s e e  r i v e r

C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N  T R A V E L  P R O G R A M

Autumn Colors River Cruise 
Oc tober 22-30, 2017

From Chattanooga to Nashville, 
travel with Cornell and friends 
aboard the American Queen, the 
largest and most opulent riverboat in the world. Highlights 
include the Tennessee Riverwalk, the Rosenbaum House, the 
splendid homes of Savannah, Tennessee, Shiloh National Military 
Park, and a visit to pastoral Dover. This seven-night adventure 
starts at $1,699 per person, double occupancy. Deluxe staterooms 
and suites are available. Call 877-333-0449 with any questions.

Big Sable Point Lighthouse, eastern shore of Lake Michigan 
near Ludington in Mason County, Michigan

Mackinac island, Lake Michigan Chattanooga, Tennessee River
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