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Perspectives in Veterinary Medicine 

 

The NAVC Conference from a Student Perspective 

 
Editor’s Note: As a third-year DVM student at Cornell University, the author 
traveled to the NAVC Conference in Orlando, Florida, in January 2014. The NAVC 
(North American Veterinary Community) presents one of the three largest annual 
continuing education conferences, the others being the Western Veterinary 
Conference held in Las Vegas in February, and the annual conferences of the 
American Veterinary Medical Association. Each of these conferences is about five 
days in duration. This year’s NAVC Conference attracted nearly 6,700 
veterinarians, plus veterinary technicians, practice managers, students and family 
members. 

Donald F. Smith 
 
By Alina Ali (Guest Author) 
February 17, 2014 

 
This winter, I was given the opportunity to visit the North American Veterinary Community 
Conference in Orlando, FL. Almost one week long, this conference serves as the world's largest 
annual hub of continuing education, networking and exhibits for veterinarians and veterinary 
technicians. Seminars provided information and discussion on hot topics in almost all fields 
imaginable, including every specialty from cardiology and dermatology to dentistry and 
behavior. A large portion of lectures was also dedicated to alternative and holistic medicine.  
 

 
Alina Ali, Guest Author, DVM Class of 2015, Cornell University 

(Photo provided by Alina Ali) 

 
The vast array of seminars and laboratories serve as credit hours for continuing education. This 
is particularly important for those from New York since they recently added a required "CE" 
(continuing education) component as a method of keeping practitioners and other 
veterinarians up to date on the most cutting edge treatments and techniques.   
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At first the conference was overwhelming: hundreds of veterinarians of all ages and disciplines, 
two hotels packed full of seminars and exhibit booths. But among the crowd, I was pleased to 
meet friendly practitioners (many of whom willingly gave out business cards), as well as to see 
some familiar faces from Cornell.  
 
It was near impossible to be bored. Speakers were animated and some of the lectures were 
actually case-based, and interactive. For instance, I attended a talk entitled "Interpreting the 
Hemogram-What every practitioner should know," in which several cases were discussed and 
diagnostic results were analyzed. My favorite lecture was actually in the Aquatic Medicine 
series, in which common fish and marine mammal problems were discussed and paralleled with 
small animal medicine. It was amazing how similar treatment and diagnostic procedures are for 
any animal, which I think is something many practitioners and students forget when given a 
species to treat outside of their comfort zone.  
 
The third night of the conference, alumni dinners for many veterinary colleges brought 
together generations of ingenuity and invention. I was honored to be present in a room of 
Cornellians, members ranging between the Class of 1960 up to the Class of 2013. It was here 
that I realized that this conference served as a place for peers to reunite, new graduates to seek 
advice, and faculty to see how some of their students had succeeded. I asked a few of the 2013 
graduates (Drs. Kathleen Molero, Susan Schaffer, Raina Kaplan, and Laura White), who are now 
on internships, how they felt about the conference, and what they hoped to get out of it.  
 
They all agreed that it was great to see classmates, and were also excited to seek new 
information. For instance, Dr. Kaplan has an interest in exotics, and was thinking about seeing 
fish at her practice as well, so she tried to attend some of the aquatics lectures to add to her 
knowledge base. Dr. Schaffer, currently practicing equine medicine, attended equine lectures, 
specifically those addressing Platelet Rich Plasma treatment. Many of the seasoned 
veterinarians I spoke to were interested in learning about new treatment protocols, specifically 
in pain management. One thing was common about everyone's NAVC experience--their favorite 
event was the exhibit halls. 
 
Both hotels hosting seminars also had very large ballrooms with exhibitors. Veterinary supply 
companies, compounding pharmacies, pet food companies, architects, and diagnostic 
companies lined up booths to promote their products. Though it took hours to complete, many 
booths were rewarding, as visitors were given free merchandise, entered into drawings, and 
given vouchers. While the swag was appreciated, it also gave me insight into how much 
instruments and ultrasounds cost. It was interesting to see all of the different options in terms 
of compounding pharmacies, and prescription diets, as well as how much thought process must 
go into building a practice from the ground up. 
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Exhibit in NAVC Conference Exhibit Hall, 2014 

(© North American Veterinary Community, 2014) 

  
With a bag full of goodies and a mind full of ideas, I left the NAVC Conference. I think every 
student should make an attempt to attend at least one conference during school, just to give 
you perspective, as well as to meet some of the amazing people who will soon be our 
colleagues.  
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LEADING QUESTION: 
 Should students go to the North American Veterinary Community (NAVC) Conference? 
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