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Dear Alumnus:
This letter is being composed in early November. All the leaves have not 

yet fallen, some autumn flowers are still unfrosted, and the grass is still green. 
Nothing but the calendar suggests that Christmas is approaching. It has been 
a beautiful fall in Ithaca and this is very fortunate for the large amount of 
work that had to be done to provide housing for the veteran-swollen Univer
sity has been proceeding with very little interference from the weather.

We are told that the registration this fall is above 9,000. This is a far cry 
from the “ three thousand strong, we march, march along” that all of you 
have sung, and which was a fact when many of you were students here. Where 
all of these find shelter and food is a source of much wonder on my part. It 
is easy to see that Willard Straight is more crowded than usual but otherwise 
my excursions around the campus do not lead me to feel that the place is 
seriously overcrowded. Actually in the Veterinary College we are not any 
more crowded than usual since we have continued our policy of limiting 
registrations at about the pre-war and war-time levels. The large expansions 
are in Arts and Engineering, and of course there are two new educational 
units taking on new students—the State School of Industrial and Labor Re
lations, and the School of Business and Public Administration.

All are agreed that we had the best group of applicants for admission this 
fall that we have ever had. The Admission’s Committee considered close to 
500 applications, and there were many more that either were filed late, or 
were not complete. This situation was repeated in all of the colleges. The 
University’s admission machinery was taxed to the limit, and after May 1 
no application blanks were sent out. To keep the admissions within bounds 
every admitting unit was placed on a rigid quota for new students. The quota 
assigned the Veterinary College was 45. The group accepted consisted of 41 
veterans, 3 non-veterans, and one woman. The average age of the group is 
slightly above 25 years, many are married, and several have children.

During the past summer the faculty had its first breathing spell since the 
war began. Most of them got away for at least a week or two, and are the 
better for it. I am glad to report that all have enjoyed reasonably good health. 
Dr. Hopkins spent the summer at his summer home in Chautauqua County 
but was back this fall with the students, and working as usual. Dr. Udall is 
in and out, always busy and always interested in anything new. Dr. Milks 
is on sabbatic leave this fall, resting up after a pretty strenuous war period. 
He will be back shortly to work during the remainder of the year, and then 
he will retire to the ranks of the Emeriti. Dr. Sunderville also will retire this



year, at the end of the present term. Sundy hasn’t reached the age of com
pulsory retirement but is taking advantage of a privilege of optional early 
retirement. Dr. Frost has had the surgical clinic on his hands this fall with 
two good young assistants while Dr. Danks has been on leave. Dr. Dukes, 
Dr. Stephenson, and Dr. Birch will be on leave during the spring. Dr. Hayden 
and Dr. Gilman are away at present but will be back in mid-winter. The 
rash of sabbatic leaves comes about from the fact that such leaves were sus
pended during the war and now practically everyone is eligible for them.

On July 1, Dr. Olafson was appointed Head of the Department of Pathology 
and Bacteriology, a position which the Dean has held since 1926. The latter 
continues as Professor of Veterinary Bacteriology but no longer has adminis
trative responsibility for the Department. Dr. Zeissig has been absent since 
last December acting as a special consultant on rabies control to the New 
York State Health Department. He is expected back shortly. Miss Williams, 
our librarian for the last twenty years, resigned as of July 1 to devote her 
time to other activities. All of us were sorry to lose Miss Williams for reasons 
that those of you who have been students here during the time she was on 
the job will fully appreciate. We feel fortunate, however, in finding a new 
occupant for the position, Miss Alice M. Purington, a trained medical librar
ian. We are confident that the library is still in good hands.

Dr. Evans who has been ill for the greater part of two years is now back 
on his job in the diagnostic laboratory and feeling well once more. He and 
Betty Evans are the proud parents of a fine new daughter. Dr. Barber re
signed last July and is now on the staff of the University of Georgia. Dr. 
Miller is working steadily on his new textbook of canine anatomy. He has 
been making original dissections for all the illustrative material. A medical 
illustrator has been working with him for two years on a full-time basis making 
drawings for the plates. He expects the job will require at least another year. 
Dr. Roberts, Dr. Gibbons, and Dr. Johnson have found plenty to do in the 
ambulatory clinic. Dr. Baker and Dr. Whitlock are still strenuously chasing 
parasites. Dr. Dye continues to teach Human Physiology to large classes, and 
in odd times is trying to unravel some of the mysteries of carbohydrate me
tabolism in animals.

Dr. Harry G. Hodges is a new member of our staff. He is serving under 
Dr. Fincher as supervising veterinarian in charge of our state-wide program 
on mastitis control. Dr. James Murphy, who has been working in New Jersey 
for some years on bovine mastitis has accepted a position to direct the labo
ratory research on mastitis and we hope he will be on the job shortly after 
the first of December. It all depends upon whether he can find a place in or 
near Ithaca to house his family by that time. Dr. E. N. Moore, formerly of 
Delaware, is another new staff member, a poultry pathologist assigned to re
search and extension on diseases of turkeys. Another new man, although not 
so new as the others just mentioned since he has been on the job since last 
spring, is Dr. James W. Gillespie, a poultry pathologist working with Dr. 
Levine.During the summer the College set up new diagnostic laboratories at East



Aurora, to serve the western part of the State, at Canton, to serve the north 
country, and at Kingston, to serve the Hudson Valley and the eastern parts. 
In addition the staff at Farmingdale is being increased. At East Aurora, Dr. 
F. I. Reed is serving as mastitis specialist and Dr. Grayson Mitchell as poultry 
pathologist. At Kingston Dr. E. W. Tucker is the mastitis man and Dr. Clement 
Angstrom the poultry specialist. The Canton laboratory is for mastitis control 
work only, Dr. H. J. Bly, being in charge. At Farmingdale Dr. Kenneth 
Hilbert remains in charge. A mastitis specialist and a man for research on 
duck diseases will be stationed there as soon as suitable candidates for these 
positions are found.

Most of the alumni are now out of the Army except for a few of the A. S. T. P. 
boys who went into service late. Many of them have been back for brief visits. 
It has been good to see them. So far as I know none were killed in service. 
When we can find time and help to do so, we hope to compile records of the 
alumni who were in service. A large number returned the questionnaires 
which were enclosed with the Christmas letter last year. I wish those who 
did not and who can find the blank would fill it in and file it with us. We will 
provide new blanks upon request, of course. In due time we hope to canvass 
all of those whose returns we do not have.

A considerable number of alumni registered for one or the other of the 
two refresher courses which we held last spring for veterans, and others have 
spent a few days in the clinics to get the feel of private practice once more 
before resuming their normal activities. We are receiving a few inquiries about 
additional refresher courses. We have no plans for others but it is possible 
that another might be arranged if the demand for it is sufficiently great. Those 
who are interested are invited to get in touch with Dr. Stephenson, so we 
will know something about the need for it.

We are planning to hold our Annual Conference for Veterinarians this 
year again. Until recently we had thought that this might not be possible 
because of the congestion in Ithaca. Recently we were given permission to go 
ahead providing it could be arranged during the Christmas recess of the Uni
versity. The dates are Jan. 2, 3, and 4. We hope to see many of you then. 
We think you will be able to find places in which to sleep and eat in the city 
but let me urge you to make arrangements for your accommodations in Ithaca 
as far in advance as possible. The student rooming houses and the fraternities 
will be largely vacant at the time and these will have to provide most of the 
housing. We cannot undertake to find accommodations for you but those who 
fail of their own efforts may write or call Mr. L. C. Kent, in our business 
office and he will do what he can for you. Please do not wait until the last 
minute to do this.

We were very sorry to have to postpone the semi-centennial celebration that 
we had expected to hold last summer. Early in the spring it became obvious 
that the holding of such a large meeting in Ithaca during the summer would 
be impracticable. We haven’t given up the idea of a postponed celebration 
but it is not possible, at this time, to predict when it can be done.

Since the last letter was written I have learned of the deaths of eight of



your group. One of these occurred more than two years ago but information 
was late in reaching us. Engueda Yohannes^’35, “Joe” to his classmates, died 
of tuberculosis in his native country, Ethiopia, in November, 1944. Those who 
passed away during the past year were Harry S. Beebe, ’02, Albion, N. Y.; 
Donald H. Andrews, ’27, Chittenango, N. Y.; Archibald R. Ward, ’01, De
troit, Mich.; John R. Morse, T3, Middletown, N. Y.; Harold G. Nelson, ’24, 
Port Jefferson Station, N. Y.; Ira L. Buchanan, ’09, Auburn, N. Y., and 
Arthur T. Gilyard, ’07, Waterbury, Conn. All were loyal Comellians and good 
friends whose passing we mourn.

What delightful hosts are they—
Life and love!

Lingeringly I turn away
This late hour, yet glad enough

They have not withheld from me 
Their high hospitality.

So, with face lit with delight 
And all gratitude, I stay 
Yet to press their hand and say,

“ Thanks.—So fine a time! Good night.”
— Jam es Whitcomb R iley

The appearance of the campus is changing. The new Administration Build
ing across the green and East Avenue in front of James Law Hall is now under 
roof and probably will be completed and occupied before the end of the 
winter. The new unit of the women’s dormitory system, Clara Dickson Hall, 
located behind Balch Hall, is completed exteriorly and nearly completed in
side, I am told. Part of it is already occupied and it will be in full use after 
Christmas vacation. Behind Bailey Hall the new Savage Hall, the building 
for the School of Nutrition, is under construction. A huge Quonset hut (if 
such a large structure can properly be called a hut) now graces Sage Green. 
The same Green also provides space for the war-time Diesel laboratories, and 
now the School of Industrial and Labor Relations is temporarily housed in 
prefabricated structures located there. Sage Green is no more. On the slope 
below Willard Straight and the Library are rows of barracks, and whole 
cities of wooden houses have been built around the campus fringes, and on 
South Hill. A considerable part of these are now being finished and will be 
occupied soon, others have been in use since the opening of the University, 
a few even since last spring.

The post-war buildings for the State Colleges are still on paper, but they 
are assured and will be built when conditions become more favorable.

For our faculty, may I wish you a Christmas of peace and good will and a 
New Year of happiness and prosperity.

Yours sincerely,


